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Bistros Gander 
Cheaper Names 


In Biz Sloughoft 


Cafe operators throughout the 
country are mulling elimination of 
names in favor of new and stand- 
ard acts who can deliver a good 
session of entertainment at com- 
paratively little cost. In situations 
where names are necessary, tend- 
ency is to attempt to buy on a per- 
centage basis, with acts getting a 
guarantee and overages. 

Big question-mark on buying is 
the status of the business beyond 
October. Operators figure on a big 
spurt now that the summer is virtu- 
ally over. But they’re not doing 
any longterm buying. 

Bonifaces feel that there’s no 
longer the money around to war- 


rant paying acts in the $1,500- 
$3,000 class. Acts in that category, 
they feel, aren’t drawing suf- 


ficiently. Many would rather buy 
proven draws in the $5,000-and-up 
class, or else try to make the grade 
with performers up to $1,000. 

It’s felt that the business cur- 
rently being done in the New York 
area is sufficient proof that names 


(Continued on page 56) 


ROSSELLINI ‘UPSET’ 
OVER U. $. HOSTILITY 


Rome, Sept. 6. 

Roberto Rossellini 1s upset by 
hostile press comments in the U. S. 
on his romance with Ingrid Ber2- 
nian. The Italian director said: “I 
do not understand why or what I 
have done to earn such hatred 
from the public.” He stated that 
he still has an extensive film future 
with no plans for retirement. 

Rossellini and Miss Bergman, 
who will be married after the lat- 
ter’s divorce from Dr. Peter Lind- 
Strom, recently served as witnesses 
at the wedding of Rossellini’s 
brother, Renzo, to Anna Scalera. 
Bride was the former wife of Al- 
berto Scalera, co-owner of Rome’s 
Scalera film studios. 








College Prof Becomes 


Girl Show Barker 


Minneapolis, Sept. 6. 
Alonzo Hauser has resigned as a 
professor at Macalester college, St. 
Paul, and chairman of its art de- 
partment, to become barker and 
Manager of a carnival girl show. 
With the Reya! American Shows, 
he’s replacing Julio de Diego, hus- 
band of Gypsy Rose Lee, as head 
of the de Diego midway “Dream 
Show” ona percentage-of-the-gross 
deal. Artist de Diego, who will 
retain the show’s ownership, is re- 
turning to New York to fill several 
art commissions. Hauser will be in 
complete charge during the remain- 
ing two months of Royal American 
Shows’ tour of state and other fairs 
and carnivals, 


Radio’s Legit B.0. Hypo 


London, Sept. 6. 

“Her Exceliency,” musical cur- 
rent at the Hippodrome, was 
scheduled to fold due to slipping 
attendance Entire show was put 
on the British Broadcasting Corp. 
for a one-shot airing 

Business has taken a spurt at the 
b.o., and closing notice has been} 
stayed Musical is now likely to 
move to the Saville theatre when 
Bernard Delfont’s *‘Folies Bergere 
Revue” comes to the Hipp late this 
month, 


Stafford-MacRae P.D., 
Catching On, Has Eight 
Versions Being Pushed 


Jo Stafford and Gordon MacRae 
have started something with their 
Capitol recording of “Whispering 
Hope.” a public domain melody 
and lyric which is catching on 
with the  record-buying — public. 
Since the disk figures to create a 
demand for sheet music, and since 
the tune is p.d. and available to all 
publishers, there are no less than 
eight editions of the song now on, 
the market, printed by seven dif- | 
ferent publishers. And jobbers ex- | 
pect, if the song gets bigger. to| 
have to cope with at ieast 20 sepa- | 
rately-marketed editions. 

Leeds, Vogel, Capitol, Century, | 
Ditson, M.M. Cole and Calumet are | 
already out with copies. Arrange- | 
ment on which the Stafford-Mac- | 
Rae disk is based. written by Paul 
Weston, Cap musical director, is | 
published by Hanover Music, | 
owned by Weston. While the song 
itself is p.d.. arrangements of it 
can be copyrighted. Andrews Sis- 
ters recorded the song for Decca, 
and this is the arrangement being 
marketed by Leeds, owned by Lou 
Levy, manager of the trio. 

Plugging of a p.d. tune as a pop, 
causing the above situation, hasn’t 
happened since the fight between 
ASCAP and radio, which kept 
ASCAP songs off the air. “Jean- 
nie With the Light Brown Hair” 
by Stephen Foster, and _ other 
tunes, caused a similar occurrence. 





Hope-Crosby as Team 
Mapped by St. Paul 

St. Paul, Sept. 6. | 

With the idea of outdoing Min- 
neapolis, which had Bob Hope and 
Arthur Godfrey its annual 
Aquatennial summe+ “mardi gras” 
this vear, the St. Paul winter car- 
Hope and Bing 
its stellar at- 
traction vear. While the con- 
tracts hzven’t been signed yet, 
both stars have made known their 
interest in the proposal, and every- 
thing hinges on the ability to work 
out satisfactory details. 
The idea is to have Paramount’s 
ace luminaries head a stage show 
for single afternoon and evening 
performances. Crosby has _ pro- 
posed to move his entire radio 
show cast to St. Paul for the event 


and then 
while there. 


for 


nival may have 


Crosby together as 


next 
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Hollywood, Sept. 6 
Sharp up:wing in number of 
original yarns that are hitting cam- 
eras these days is most indicative 
of economies being effected by ma 
jor studios. Checkup of six ma- 


| jors show that of a total of 241 pic- 
{tures in ha 


klogs and in various 
stages of the production mill 167 
are origi'als, hitting a 70° aver 
age on ine whole Remaining 74 
properties are spread over best- 
sellers, legiters, public domain, 
musical comedies, radio yarns and 
magazine stories: 

Warners and 20th-Fox still boast 
a fairly heavy percentage of high- 
priced published works and plays 
in product lineup. In each case, 
however, material was a hangover 
from the boom-buying days of the 
war. Warners have 32 originals 
against 21 from other sources in its 
lineup of 53 properties. 20th-Fox 


| has 18 originals and 17 from other 


(Continued on page 61) 


Russe’s Cutrate 


Bid for U.S. Pix 


Russian government is seeking 
to slash both quantity and price of 
the Hollywood product it agreed to 
buy in a pact made with Eric John- 
ston, Motion Picture Assn. of 
America prexy, when he was in 
Moscow last October. U. S. indus- 
try has answered that it under- 
stood the deal to be a firm commit- 
ment by the Soviet and sees no 
reason to change any of the terms. 
No counter-reply has been re- 
ceived from the Russians as yet. 

The Communist government in- 
formed the MPAA that it wanted 
to revise the arrangement by 
which it was to buy a minimum of 
20 films and any others in groups 

(Continued on page 63) 











record two broadcasts | 


Clearing the Bases 
Minneapolis, Sept. 6. 

Demonstration of a. tele- 
vision set to a _ prospective 
customer had an on-the- 
scene ending 

Salesroom is across’ the 
street from Nicollet park, 
home of the Minneapolis Mill- 
ers. Three times previously 
this year homeruns from the 
park have crashed through 
salesroom window, glass scar- 
ring the demonstrator set. 

Salesman vas operating set 
for prospective purchaser and 
had tuned in Miller game. Set 
showed batier getting a solid 
clout. Next second the ball 
came, again crashing through 
the window. Salesman com- 
mented at that point that the 
reception includes ball and all. 
Customer’s reactions were un- 
recorded. 


here 
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Glorifying the Palace 

RKQO, which recently revived 
vaude at the Palace on Broadway, 
is mulling the prospects of making 
a picture about the house. It would 
trace its history and use many of 
the vet performers who have ap- 
peared there since it was estab 
lished as America’s leading vaude 
showcase 35 years ago. 

RKO last week registered with 
the Motion Picture Assn. of Amer 
ica the title, “The Palace on Broad- 
way.” 


Far North Indians Take 
Ist-Run Furs as Admish 
To Their Own Theatre 


Winnipeg, Sept. 6 

Up in Manitoba’s far north coun- 
try, where life is really rugged, a 
group of Indians calling themselves 
the “Company of 20” is operating 
a film theatre. Its customers are 
Indians, and their favorite pictures 
are westerns. 

Located at Crosslake, theatre 
also operates a booth selling pop- 
corn and chewing gum. 


The Indians have financed the 
operation by pooling their share of 
the muskrat catch on the Minago 
River. 

They have been operating suc- 
cessfully for a year now, but to 
safeguard their investment they 
are applying for a_ fur-dealers 
license. This wlil enable them to 
take furs in payment for season 
theatre tickets. 

The problem is that the Indians 
in Manitoba’s north country have a 
habit of spending whatever money 
they get for their fur catches just 
as quickly as they are paid. They 
buy stuff which they don’t need, 
and often haven’t enough for food 
and clothing, let alone theatre 
tickets. 

That's why the Indian exhibitors 
want fur-dealers’ licenses. Then 
they can buy the fur catches and 
make sure their customers buy sea- 
son tickets. 








Cole Bros. Circus Bids 
$35,000 a Week to Jolson 


Chicago, Sept. 6. 

Jack Tavlin, prexy of the Cole 
Bros. Circus, last night (5) of- 
fered Al Jolson $35,000 per week 
to join the show, including a 
railroad 
Two years previous Tav- 
lin paid Burt $11,000 
weekly for a Via 
phone, Jolson revealed his interest 
and told Tavlin that his first job 
for which he ran away from home, 
was with the Walter L. Main Cir- 
cus. 

Singer is conferring with his doc- 
tor about advisability of the stint. 
Whether or not Jolson would be a 
separate attraction or part of the 
| “big show” is yet undetermined. 

If negotiations go through, this 
|would be the all-time record high 
| Straight salary ever offered a star, 
|Separate and apart from percentage 
deals, 


private cook, butler 


car, 
and auto. 
Lancaster 


month’s tour. 





One Lil G-String 
Stretched to 1006 


Payoff for Gypola 


Minneapolis, Sept. 6 

Following in Sally+Rand’s foot- 
steps and cashing in on her name 
as burlesque star, Broadway and 
film actress, novelist and_ short 
story writer, Gypsy Rose Lee esti- 
mated here she'll clean up well 
over $100,000 in less than six 
months from her appearances On 
the midways of the Minnesota 
State Fair, other such expositions 
and carnivals, the yokel circuit, 
newest bonanza-land for — strip 
teasers and other exposers of the 
body beautiful. 

Actually a tamed-down, fourth- 
rate tabloid burlesque show, sans 
comics and most of the other bet- 
ter features of such enterprises, 
but sold to the sucker trade as “a 
gay, glittering revue” with “Royal 
American Beauties,” Miss Lee’s of- 
fering is the principal midway at- 
traction of the Royal American 
Shows and here, on the Minnesota 
State Fair Midway, and elsewhere, 
it's the biggest draw by far of any 
of the multitude of shows. 

Out since May 6 on the carnival 
circuit, the show, which must set 
some sort of record low in pro- 
duction costs and nut, actually has 
been a phenomenal grosser. On 
a grind at $1.20 per ducat in a tent 
seating 1,000 and accommodating 
600 additional standees, the Lee 
show, like Sally Rand’s last year, 
is revealing grossing potentialities 
that should make Broadway pro- 
ducers green with envy. Last year 

(Continued on page 56) 


DE MILLE SAYS COSTS 
(NOT HIS) MUST BE CUT 


Hollywood, Sept. 6. 

Divorcement of film studios and 
theatres will eventually mean pros- 
perity for good pictures and fail- 
ure for bad ones, in the opinion 
of Cecil B. DeMille. Each picture, 
the producer said, will have to 
stand on its own merits at the box- 





office. 
“Costs of production must come 


down,” DeMille said, adding hasti- 
ly. “Of course that doesn’t apply 
to me.” In the last six years he 


has not made a picture under $3,- 


000,000, and his next production, 
“The Greatest Show on Earth,” 
will probably be his most expen- 
sive 


PACKAGE DEAL 


Stanley theatre, N. Y., is mixing 
Lenin and linen. Times Square 
house, which specializes in Russe- 
language films, has a mezzanine 
lounge shop, where it sells Russian 
books, mags, records and Russian 
(not Irish) linen tablecloths. 

Trailer is used to plug the mer- 

| chandise. 
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Broadway, Incorporated 


By JOE LAURIE, JR. 
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Poor Still Talk to Rich in Denmark, 
Swafer Finds: Brisson Its No. | Star 
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‘MORE PIX, LESS QUALITY’ | 








With the all-industry Public Relations conference in Chicago 
now history—and a very noteworthy historical milestone it may 


prove to be, too—the $64 question among all is, 


from here?” 


“Where do we go 


There will always be those whose standard is a negative ap- 
proach, and that already is being manifested by some. The in- 


terrogations are natural, however. 


this is a postage-stamp venture. 


None has any illusions that 
A budget must be set, a tech- 


nique for underwriting patterned. 


But if all segments of the picture business can achieve what it 
did in Chicago in less than two days last week, then nothing is 
impossible. Hopes were high and principles lofty, at the incep- 
tion of the PR powwows, but these were as nothing as when all 
participants trained or planed out of Chi. 


Nothing like this has happened in the picture business. 
55 attendees may well be part of 
show business history being written. 
and the obligations from one trade group to 
iterpret itself to the best interests of the 


public obligation, 
another, that must iz 
public and the industry alike. 


The 
an historic group that saw new 
There was a recognition of 


Ned Depinet found himself almost corning a cliche as he kept 


repeating, 
learn to walk before we run.” 
even such sensitive 


“We must learn to crawl before we walk, 
There is high hope 
issues as trade 


and we must 
that some day 
be frankly 


practices may 


tackled. Right now there is circumspect avoidance of this fact, 


and the subcommittee on intra- 


instructed to explore everything 
tices. 


trade relations was specifically 
but the problem of trade prac- 


The judicious observance of all sensitivities paid off most satis- 
factorily. The subcommittees rapidly found themselves in agree- 
ment on most issues, and their preliminary reports came so fast 
on the morning of the second day that the expected wrap-up 
session was unnecessary. In fact, it was amazing to all that by 
noon of the opening sessicn there was a paucity of proponents of 
pet issues. But after they sat back to appraise and evaluate, the 
five subcommittees (general public relations, betterment of box- 
office, intra-industry relations, taxation and legislation, and re- 
search) were able to resolve an agenda by midnight of that first 


day. 

Where do we go from here? 
groups. 
this “Dutch treat” 


That’s up to the constituent 


When they exited Chi their spokesmen and delegates to 
powwow—everybody came at personal ex- 


pense—were high in hopes that the permanency of the PR pro- 


gram would not be impaired. 


There are three major exhibitor conventions upcoming—TOA, 


PCCITO and Allied. 


tribution, and from the MPAA (Johnston office), 


Industry leaders from production and dis- 


will refine, re- 


iterate and revitalize the thinking and findings that followed the 
Chi PR powwows. The next 60 days will tell the story, because by 
Nov. 1 it is expected that the sundry groups will have filed the 
last of their rank-and-file reports. 


None in this trade can deny Eric Johnston’s observation that 
“we call each other far worse names than anybody outside the 


picture business does.... 


that this is the most lawsuit-ridden 


business in the U.S., that the extent of time spent in the courts 
has made the film industry a lawyers’ paradise, and if you spend 
so much time litigating you have that much less to create.” Dis- 
unity makes for very bad public relations in Washington, and 
more and more industry must depend on Government, he pointed 


out. 


The case-history of the picture business today is that we have 


begun to.reduce our costs and at 


the same time begun to produce 


better product; that we have been faced with a foreign problem; 
that we are just about emerging from 10 years of living in the 


courts (the Consent Decree); 


and that we now have a continuing 


common problem—the boxoffice crisis. 
If it is true, as Johnston reviewed, that we no longer get 76% 


of the recreational dollar; that horse-racing, among other 


“new” 


entertainment interests, has gone up 950%; and that means and 
methods for strengthening our relations in the critical role of 
motion pictures for peace and understanding is a necessary com- 
ponent for a better public relations, then it is high time indeed 


that the industry mobilized as it has. 


We did it the day after 


Pearl Harbor, and the picture industry can mobilize in a peace- 


time offensive just as efficiently. 


Where do we go from here? It is to be hoped that the fine 
work by the temporary Conference Council in Chicago will have 


_Permanent results for industry unity. 


It’s about time. Abel. 


Depinet, Harmon and Others to Spread 
The Gospel of Intra-Industry Unity 


Ned Depinet, Francis Harmon 
and other members of the Confer- 
ence Committee which grew out of 
the all-industry public relations 
meeting in Chicago last week are 
slated to make a flock of speeches 
during the next two months to keep 
alive the new spark of industry 
unity which was kindled in Chi. 
That's the principal problem which 
the Conference Committee sees 
ahead. 


Reps of each of the 10 participat- 
ing groups in Chicago have to carry 
back to their constituent organiza- 
tions the plans made there and en- | 


deavor to get approval of them. If 
a permanent industrywide public 
relations body is to be set up and 
carry through on the conference 
resolutions, the member groups 
must put their stamp of approval 
on the Chi proceedings by Nov. 1. 
That date was adopted at the con- 
clave because virtually all of the 
participating organizations are 
scheduled to hold membership or 
board meetings between now and 
then. 

Depinet, Harmon and whatever 
other members of the Conference 


(Continued on page 6) 
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Where Do We Go From Here? 


| 





BALADAN DECH 
MAdG PRODUCTION 


Stressing the danger “of a dilu- 
tion in the quality of films,’ Barney 
Balaban, Paramount’s prez, declar- 
ed this week that his company will 
not arbitrarily boost the output of 
pictures when it starts operating 
purely as a production-distribution 
unit, Jan. 1, 1950. The studio has 
been instructed to make as many 
films as good story properties and 
avialable strong casts permit, Bala- 
ban told Variety, but to raise the 
volume for its own sake “could well 
mean an equivalent lowering in 
standards.” 

Par broke away from a pattern 
in production depending on a spe- 
cific number of pix some time ago, 
company topper said. The studio 
now operates on the availability of 
boxoffice properties while the rate 
of release will depend on how read- 
ily the market can absorb product 
during the coming year. 

Just returned from a trip to the 
Continent, Balaban is still of the 
conviction that ‘production over- 
seas for the sake of production or 
to use frozen currencies is not sen- 
sible.” Despite the fact that Par 
has a large store of frozen pounds 
in England, it will not turn out a 
film there unless the studio can 
come up with a likely package. In 
a forthcoming trip to the Coast, 
will huddle with top 
studioites on that question. 

Balaban will not be rushed by 
the fact that the two-year Anglo- 

(Continued on page 22) 


Odlum Edging 
Back Into RKO? 


Speculation money is finding its 
way into the to-be-divorced produc- 
film companies 











|in increasing amounts while invest- 


| Wall street reports. 


ment coin is limiting itself to the 
new theatre units, according to 
Stock of the 


i/new RKO and Paramount picture 


‘companies is 
plungers as more volatile than that | 


| crees. 


| production - distribution 
/eredited by 


regarded by 


of the circuits which will emerge 
shortly because of the consent de- 
With the idea of a fast 
profit in mind, the studio outfits 
are getting the play. 

Flyer which Floyd B. Odlum’s 
Atlas Corp. is taking in the RKO 
unit is 
Wall streeters as a 
speculation venture. It is the pun- 

(Continued « on 1 page 18) 


the | 


| the Economic 


¢ Exhibitors D.C. Drive Against 


Zenith’s B.0.-in-the-Parlor Pitch 





Balaban’s Encore Trip 
Barney Balaban, Para- 
mount’s topper, will probably 
make another trip to Europe 
during Cciober in the company 
of George Weltner, Par's for- 
eign chief. His primary pur- 
pose would be to attend the 
Anglo-American Film Council 
meet in London “which is still 
on as far as I know,” Balaban 
said. Additionally, Par’s helms- 
man wants to visit the com- 
pany’s various offices scattered 
through the Continent. 

If the Anglo-American con- 
clave is cancelled, Balaban 
may postpone his visit for the 
time being. 





| vision, 


Johnston’ $ ECA 
Looksee; Arnall 


Ditto Via UNESCO 


Despite their recent 
meetings, Eric Johnston is steal- 
ing no marches on ex-Gov. Ellis 
Arnall. Motion Picture Assn. of 
America prexy disclesed recently 
that he is going to tour Europe for 
Cooperation Admin- 
istration. Whereupon it was an- 
nounced over the weekend that the 
Society of Independent Motion 
Picture Producers topper had been 
named by President Truman as a 
delegate to the United Nations 
Educational, Scientific & Cultural 
Organization conference in Paris. 

That will put the heads of the 
two rival organizations in Europe 

(Continued on page 21) 


SELZNICK BACK IN US., 
JENNIFER’S BRIT. PIC 


David O. Selznick quietly slipped | 
into New York from Europe on the | 
Ile de France Monday (5), cutting 
short his stay abroad to bring his | 
two sons, Jeffrey and Daniel, back 
to this country in time to start fall 
school terms. DOS, it is under- 
stood, will return to England. 
shortly to rejoin his wife, Jennifer 
Jones. She is working there in 
the Sir Alexander Korda-Selznick 

€ ontinued on page 22) 


“peace”’ 


Nations! Boxoffice Survey 


Labor Day Week Soars With Nearly $2,000,000. for 
Best 10 Pix—‘Heat’ Tops; Bing Solid Second 


Launching a new strong fall 
product on a big scale along with 
the customary Labor Day week up- 
beat is making exhibitors happy this 
stanza. The top 10 grossers cur- 
rently are expected to show about 
$1,900,000 total, highest since early 
this year and comparable with a 
year ago. Reports from VARIETY 
correspondents in some 24 key 
cities show big attendance in most 
spots; only mildish locations are 
where heat continues or counter- 
attractions are strong. 

This week’s top honors. are 
being hotly contested by “White 
Heat” (WB) and ‘Top O’ Morning” 
(Par), the Cagney meller taking 
first place because of uniformly 
fine to smash showings as well as 
the big coin piled up. “Morning” 
found the competition plenty tough 
in several cities, with several just 
nice weeks, one okay stanza and 
one only fair round recorded for 
the new Crosby starrer. 

Taking over third position is 
“Come to Stable” (20th), on its first 
time around. ‘Good Old Summer- 
time” (M-G), long among ace gros- 
sers, is finishing forth while 

“Jolson Sings Again” (Col) has 
pushed up to fifth. 

“Mighty Joe Young” (RKO) is 
showing enough to land sixth cvin. 


‘“Rope of Sand” (Par) is landing in 


seventh slot while ‘“‘Madam Bovary” 
(M-G) is eighth best. 
clined to be spotty. ‘““Roseanna Mc- 


Coy” (RKO) and “Slattery’s Hur- 
ricane” (20th) round out the Big 
10. 


Boundaries” (FC) and “Black 
Magic” (UA). 

“Male War Bride” (20th) cur- 
rently shows signs of being a 
forthcoming big grosser. “Easy 
Living” (RKO), another getting 


started also hints big potentialities, 
being sturdy in Providence, smooth 
in L. A. and fancy in San Fran- 
cisco. “Midnight Kiss” (M-G), 
which opens at N. Y. Capitol soon, 
is turning in a terrific session this 
week in Philly. 

“Mr. Soft Touch” (Col) is shap- 
ing up better than last round, with 
trim biz in Detroit, nice week in 
Buffalo and is fairish in Min- 
neapolis. “Great Gatsby” (Par) is 
big in Prov. 

“Kid from 
smash 


Cleveland” (Rep) is 
in Cleveland, and may hit 
a new record. It is not doing so 
well, however, in N. Y. “Great 
Feeling” (WB) shapes solid in 
Seattle and is okay in St. Louis. 
“Home of Brave" (UA) is stout in 
Seattle. 

(Complete Boxoffice Reports on 

Pages 8-9) 
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| credit 
| Federal 


| claim 
| cally 


| by Philco 
| claimed the ads, 


Latter is in- | 


Ace runner-up films are “Lost 


Nation’s film exhibitors, 
ently fearful that Zenith Radio's 
projected Phonevision idea might 
cut into the film boxoffice if it 
ever is developed tc the commer- 
cial stage, have been carrying on 
an extensive campaign to dis- 
the system. Latest move is 
a lobbying attempt to convince the 
Trade Commission that 
Zenith should cease advertising its 
that Phonevision is _ practi- 
ready to go. 

Hearing on that score 
ing before the FTC as 
an action brought against 
Radio. Latter 
which also 
ed Zenith TV sets are the 
ones equipped to pick up ultra- 
high frequency transmissions, rep- 
resent unfair competition. Phone- 
which Zenith has been 
the last several years, 
would have the public pay for its 
TV shows via telephone bills. Ze- 
nith hopes such a system would 
convince the major studios to open 
up their top A product to tele. 

Exhibs are basing their pitch to 
| the FTC on evidence that Zenith 
itself is not certain that Phone- 
vision will be commercially sue- 

(Continued on Beth 20) 


— Sains This Wk., 
With Skouras to Coast 


Twentieth-Fox production vee- 
pee Darryl F. Zanuck is due to ar- 
rive from Paris the end of this 
week, after a two-month business- 
vacation stay in Europe. While 
overseas, Zanuck finalized plans 
for producing several 20th films in 


appar- 


is pend- 
result of 
Zenith 
outfit 
assert- 


only 


pushing for 


Europe and also helped edit “Black 
Rose.” 
Spyros P. Skouras, 20th prez, 


who himself returned from Europe 
10 days ago, plans to accompany 
Zanuck back to the Coast. Duo 
will continue their confabs on pro- 
duction plans which were started 


| when they visited each other in Eu- 


Zanuck was accompanied on 


rope. 
He will re- 


his trip by his family. 
main east five days. 
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‘Lining’ Tops Aug. B.0.; Summertime, 
‘Everything, ‘Joe Young’ Big 2-3-4 


Yen of picture patrons for bright # 
musicals was pointedly illustrated | 
zt the boxoffice last month when | 
VaRIETY’s survey showed the first | 
three b.o. pictures of the month 
to be light musicals. “Look for 
Silver Lining” (WB) and “Good 
Old Summertime” (M-G) fought It 
ut throughout the month for the 





b J a 
August’s Big 10 
“Silver Lining” (WB). 
“Good Summertime” (M-G). 
“You're Everything” (20th). 
“Mighty Joe Young” (RKO). 
“Great Gatsby” (Par). 


out - ain Ss ‘ ’ " : ‘. 99 
August b.o. championship, woe ” —y Number Can Play 
ing” finally taking nationwide a eee 
Jaurels. according to reports of It’s Great Feeling” (WB). 


“Lost Boundaries” (FC). 
“Slattery Hurricane” (20th). 
“Black Magic” (UA). 


VaRIETY correspondents in 24 key 
cities. 

The Marilvn Miller biog, strong 
enough in July to finish sixth, was 
among the top moneymakers all 
four weeks last month, being unl- 
formly big to sock in a vast ma- 
jority of dates. It had the advan- 
tage of big N. Y. Music Hall reve- 
nue to swell its total take only one 
week during August, while “Sum- 
yertime” had the Hall gross four 





Bernstein-Hitchcock’s 
‘Capricorn’ Produced 
In England on $ Basis 


Capri- 





Transatlantic’s ‘‘Under 


weeks in a row during . August. corn.” it was disclosed yesterday 
“Ti 2’ wound up its sixth ses-|“—"" oe Sarnctain 
ge the Music Hall the first ¢ Tuesday) by Sidney L. Bernste 7 
aa th pee . , partner with Alfred Hitchcock in 
ek in August. tinh e , Acs : ie ; 
we Behind “Summertime.” which the indie unit, was produced in 


England under a unique deal with 
the British treasury which in ef- 
fect will permit all of its earnings 
in the United Kingdom to be con- 


took second place, was a third mu- 
sical. “You're My Everything” 
(20th). The Dan Dailey-Anne Bax- 
fer starrer, rated a potential win- 


ner as the month of July ended, Vé ried into dollars. Concession was 

was a contender in August right made, Bernstein said, because 

from the start. It never dropped Transatlantic used almost entirely 

below fourth position excepting dollars that were shipped from the 

the final week of the month. U.S, rather than frozen funds o1 
“Mighty Joe Young” (RKO), other sterling. 


which finished fourth, typifies what British producer-exhibitor stated 
can be done with a smaller-budget | that his government had already 
picture when energetically bally- | profited to the extent of $1,875,000 


hooed. Far from a favorite with on the film, that being the sum 
many of the crix, it rolled up amaz- provided in U. S. currency. An ad- 
ing business in nearly all spots. ditional small amount was spent in 
In N. Y., for example, the film) pounds, plus some other dollars 


snapped the Criterion out of a long used in shooting backgrounds for 


string of mild weeks with a smash the Ingrid Bergman-starrer in 
session. taken by “Great | C2lifornia. 

“if spot was taken Dy r@é . si 
ae Paes. rated by some re- Picture was a 
viewers as another disappointing outside of the — eine be 
Alan Ladd starrer. Pic started out ment of March, 19 8, ra ao 

Continued on page 21) Said, under an accord with the 

se ac acinss British treasury and with the 

1D Nir Dp. knowledge of the Motion Picture 
POWER DUE BACK AFTER Assn. of America. None of its 


een earnings in Britain will go into the 
YEAR ABROAD ON 2 PIX “A” pool set up under the Anglo- 
y U. S. pact—which provides con- 
Twentieth-Fox star Tyrone Power | vertibility for up to $17,000,000 in 
is slated to return to the U. S. in | sterling annually—nor in the “B” 
about two weeks after almost a pool, which consists of earnings of 
year in Europe. tac seins omg British pix in the U. S. 
he completed two top-buc geters for ‘igealonsin gine ne tie wortd 
20th—‘Prince of Foxes,” which was pg st the Radio City Masie 


org pore Sig Dacus Adige fee Hall tomorrow ‘Thursday), is being 
Baie bre Trance ‘ distributed by Warner Bros. Bern- 
nae " ; stein, now in New York, arrived 


Power has not yet been handed 
a ates . : from England last week for the 
another assignment by 20th. He | Music att epening. tte leaves 


may remain in New York for sev- a 
eral weeks after his return from | ahi p vtharsagnd pPsaget —— 
xbroad to cooperate in setting up , ge ale ios” Bag eligi 
ad-publicity campaigns on the two /@te. hana Fri ht” J — : 
pix, before heading back to the Tecting “Stage Frignt, — 
Coast. “Foxes” is the first to be ™an-Marlene Dietrich-starrer for 
released, going out at the end of WB in England. His next pic, “I 
November at 20th’s Thanksgiving Confess,” will be for the Trans- 
,atlantic unit. Exteriors will be 


SSE RETENN. | shot in Quebee and interiors at the 
{WB plant in Burbank. Following 
that will be another ‘dollar pic- 
ture,’ on a deal similar to ‘‘Capri- 
corn,” to be shot in England with 
Michael Wiiding starred. 





Crown’s European 0.0.; 
2 Goldwynites West 


Alfred Crown, v.p. of Samuel 
Goldwyn Productions, planes to 
Europe Friday (9) for a six-week 
tour that will take him into Ger- 
many. Austria and Czechoslovakia. 


COL. OBJECTS TO ‘KISS 
AND DON’T TELL’ TAG 


He will o.o. the situation in the 
a dl eeagaoeyee seg on ba An attempt by United Artists 
changeover the majors will make producers Colin Miller ond 


next Jan. 1 from joint selling by 
the Motion Picture Export Assn. to 
film distribution by individual 
companies. 

James A. Mulvey, prez of Gold- 
wvyn Productions, also will leave 


David Loew to retitle their upcom- 
ing Shirley Temple pic as “Kiss 
and Don't Tell’ has been blocked 
by Columbia Pictures. Col com- 
plained to the title registration au- 
thority of the Motion Picture Assn. 


New York over gigas wb of America that the tag was too 

ao aS s » . . . ”: on 
Foing to the Coast for vie ce with skin to its pic. “Kiss and Tell. 
Goldwyn and to see product com-) 4)., starring Miss Temple and a 


ing up. Lynn Farnol, pub-ad chief, big b.o. hit. 


will go west Sept. 15 to — the New Miller-Loew pic, which is a 
new pix and discuss campaigns. 


sequel to “Kiss and Tell,’ will be 
released under its working title of 
“Kiss for Corliss.” 


é , 
Burstyn ‘Ballade’ Buy 
Venice, Aug. 30. ‘ 
Here egling pix at the Film Fes- 
tival Joseph Burstyn has followed 
up his recent buy of U. S. distrib 
rights to Vittorio De Sica’s ‘Bi- 
evcle Thieves” with those of “Ber- 


Battleground’ Schary’s 
Longest; 118 Mins. 


Hollywood, Sept. 6. 


liner Ballade’ (Comedia Film). Metro's biggest 1949 production, 
German pic. entered in the Fes- “Battleground.” will also be its 
tival, won an international merit longest. W hen it hits the screen it 
prize. Film is a humorous satire will run 118 minutes, E 
on postwar German and world Studio’s “The Red Danube” and 
conditions. “That Forsyte Woman” ran 117 
According to Burstyn. the Ger- minutes each when sneak pre- 
man commentary in “Berliner Bal- viewed but have been whittled 


Jade” wll be substituted by an down since. “Battleground” is the 
English one, but otherwise the longest film made on the Metro lot 
film will get the usual subtitling since Dore Schary became produc- 
treatment. tion chief. 


started a cycle of circus stories. 


Circus Cycle? 
Hollywood, Sept. 6. 
Paramount's forthcoming picture 
about the Ringling show has} 
Jeffrey Bernerd will 
“Sideshow” for Monogram in No- 
vember and Columbia will film 
“The Gainesville Story,” a yarn 
about a Texas circus, in January. 





Majors Seeking 


3-5 Yr. Period To 


Divorce Theatres 


Metro, 20th-Fox and Warner 
Bros. are locking horns with the 
Dept. of Justice on the question of 
time which would be allowed for 
the three companies to effect com- 


plete divorcement in a voluntary | 
settlement of the main anti-trust 
action. In preliminary dickering, 


it has been learned, the three ma- 
jors still defendants to the suit 
have been seeking varying periods 
of from three to five years to bring 
about a separation of the theatre 
and distribution wings of their 
business. 

The government, for its part, is 
insisting that no more than one 
year be granted tor divorcement 
purposes. In talks staged so far, 
the D of J is pointing to both the 
Paramount and RKO decrees, each 
of which provide for theatre sep- 


aration within one vear of their 
inking. It is the government’s ar- 
gument that it cannot voluntarily 


grant a longer preparatory period 
in good faith to RKO and Par. 
Three companies have’ been 
sounding out the government to 
decide whether a consent decree 
would be more advantageous than 
a continued battle carried again to 
the U. S. Supreme Court. Top 
execs of the companies are quietly 


convinced that the chances of re- 
versal are only slight in view of 
the lower bench’s sweeping di- 


vorcement decision and the strong 
stand taken by the Supreme Court 


in its opinion last year. 
If the government sticks to its 
guns on the one-vear clause, it is 


expected that the majors will at- 
tempt to win lighter terms from 
the Federal Court in the hearings 
now slated for Sept. 20. There is 
little doubt that they can win more 
than one year for divestiture by 
the circuits, once they are set up 
to operate separately from the par- 
ent company, but on divorcement 
of the two branches, they face a 
tougher fight. 


Key to the situation may be the 
impending application by RKO for 
a delay in its divorcement dead- 
line. If the court should grant 
added time, past the present RKO 
deadline of Nov. 8, it is likely that 
the other three companies will cite 
that extension as an argument. 
Reportedly, government has yet to 
give its answer to RKO on the 
company’s plea for more time. 


CHURCH GROUP FROWNS 
ON ‘JOLSON’, 7 OTHERS 


National Legion of Decency last 





week swept Columbia’s “Jolson 
Sings Again” into its “Class B 


‘Morally Objectionable in Part for 
All)” category. Reviewing group 
objected to the film since it “re- 
flects the acceptability of divorce.” 
Seven other pictures drew the 
same classification, while ‘Rozina. 
the Love Child.” a Czech-made en- 
try, rated a “Class C or Con- 
demned” Jabel. 

A Verity Films release. “Rozina” 
was kaoved because “in the story 
it tells, it sympathetically portrays 
illicit love; moreover. it is offen- 
sive to religion and religious char- 
acters ; Of those tossed in 
the “B” bracket. RKO’s “Make 
Mine Laughs” contains “suggestive 
sequences;” Paramount's “Rope of 
Sand” “tends to condone immoral 
actions, has excessive brutality. 
suggestive lines and situations.” — 

Thieves’ Highway (20th) was 
objected to for its “suggestive situ- 


ations and costuming: excessive 
brutality, tends to condone im- 
moral actions.” “White Heat” 


‘WB? was frowned on for ‘“meth- 
ods of crime minutely detailed, has 
suggestive situations and excessive 
brutality.” RKO’s * toseanna Me- 
Coy” portrays a “suggestive situa- 
tion.” Two British entries. Rank’s 
“Good Time Girl” and Herbert 
Wilcox's “Spring in Park Lane.” 
both have “sugyestive situations 
and dialog.” 


produce | 
| 


| 


| 


_ber of films available 


See 49 Foreign Take 20% Under ’48 


With 1949 well into its next-to-closing chapter, foreign dept. 
execs see the doliar take from overseas distribution winding up with 


a total some 20% behind the 1948 figures. 


Drop is mainly derived 


from the $17,000,000 limitation placed on British remittables by 
the Anglo-American film pact while other markets have held their 
last year’s levels or scored slight gains. 

By the year’s end, totals from the United Kingdom are expected 
to be some 25% behind the 48 revenues. Gap is wider at the pres- 
ent time because the first half of 48 was a period of unlimited 


remittances from Britain while 


the compacable stretch of the 


current year was subject to the $17,000,600 ceiling. 
Affected by the British situation which is the most important 


overseas, current worldwide revenues are trailing by 25°>. 


ever, an improvement which will 


How- 
cut the drop to 20% is expected 


as the gap in British figures is narrowed. 


Dollar improvement is reported 


many in Latin America, Italy and France. 


in most other countries including 
Grosses, as distinguished 


from dollar receipts, have also held up well except for Britain 
where an unusually hot summer knocked down the take by 25°;. 








Joe Bernhard Rejects Dixie Test 


On ‘Boundaries : 


——4 





Stromboli Test? 
Trade observers have their 
eye on the preem of Warner 
Bros.’ “Under Capricorn” 
the Music Hall, N. Y.. tomor- 
row (Thursday). Ingrid Berg- 
inan is starred in the film. 
Scattered bookings of “Joan 
of Arc” reflects some b.o. ef- 
fect because of the recent pub- 
licity, but that was seen in- 
evitable because of the nature 
of the film. 


No B’s, So 20th Figures 
Its A’s Will Play Longer; 
Smith Sets 2-Per-Mo. 


Twentieth-Fox is betting on the 


at 
al 








staying power of its upcoming 
product. While other companies 
are boosting their release rosters 


to almost one a week, 20th will limit 
its schedule to the currrent rate of 
two a month. 

Top 20th distrib exec explained 
this week that the decision to con- 
tinue releasing at the present pace 
points up the company’s optim- 
ism for both the boxoffice and its 
features. If the films have the 
staying power anticipated, he said, 
the backlog dates to be filled will 
more than support the two-a-month 
schedule. He pointed out also that 
20th has abandoned ali B produc- 
tion and thus doesn’t have the num- 
that other 
companies have. 

Releases for the final four 
months of the year were announc- 
ed last week by sales veepee Andy 
W. Smith, Jr. These include “Come 
to the Stable” and “I Was a Male 
War’ Bride” for September; | 
“Thieves’ Highway” and “Father | 
Was a Fullback,’ October: “Every- 
body Does It” and ‘Oh, You Beauti- | 
ful Doll,’ November, and “Three 
Came Home” and “Prince of 
Foxes,’ December. 


In addition, 20th plans to preem 
“Pinky” some time before the 
year’s end and will also release the 
Nat Holt production, “Man of the 
Plains,” during the four-month pe- 
riod to provide more fodder for the 


current branch managers’ testi- 

monial sales drive, which winds 
Dec. 31. 

N. Y. to L. A. 

Eve Arden 

Edgar Bergen 

Burns & Allen | 


Carleton Carpenter 

Glenn Ford 

Y. Frank Freeman 

Augustus Goetz 

Ruth Goetz 

Leon Goldberg 

Sydney Grant 

Sid Cedric Hardwicke 

Oscar Homolka 

Joseph L. Mankiewiez 

James A. Mulvey | 
Ray Noble 
Claude Rains 

Grad Sears 

Leonard Spigelgass 

James Stewart 

Alida Valli 

Cornel Wilde 

Tennessee Williams 


N. Y. to Europe 

Brian Aherne 

Joan Bennett 

Robert Buckner 

Mary D. Chase 

Alfred Crown : | 
Ear! St. John 
Robert Siodmak 
Cobina Wright j 


FC's Future Plans 


There will be no fight against 
the ban of “Lost Boundaries” in 
southern cities, according to Joseph 
Bernhard, prexy of Film Classics 
which is handling the pic’s distribu- 


tion. Bernhard disclosed in New 
York last week that plans of 
Louis de Rochemont, producer 


of the film to conduct a legal battle 
against “Boundaries” nix in Mem- 
phis and Atlanta have been 
dropped following huddles between 
the two last week. 

Moves by the Motion Picture 
Assn. of America to join in any 
court test have been declined with 
thanks by FC. Bernhard said there 
was nothing to be gained in fight- 
ing the censorship moves except 
stirring up a lot of bad feeling in 
the south. He pointed out -that 
“Boundaries” was having no 
trouble in other southern areas 
with openings already made in 
Florida and early playdates set for 


New Orleans and several other 
Dixieland keys. Even in Atlanta. 
Bernhard said, the censorship 


board is reconsidering its ban and 


will give its final decision late this 
week. 

With complete and formal di- 
vorcement of FC from Cinecolor 
concluded last Thursday (1). Bern- 
hard stated he is now the sole 
stockholder in the company. for- 


merly a wholly-owned subsidiary ot 
Cinecolor. Bernhard handed over 
a 130,000 shares of Cinecolor stock 
in return for FC control. The FC 
prexy denied that his company was 
dickering for a merger or a buy-in 
with any other group. 

FC will stick exclusively to dis- 
tribution, Bernhard said. and will 
handle indie-made pix. Company, 
however, has outside resources 
which will be used to finance indie 

(Continued on page 18) 





Europe to N. Y. 
Boris Aronson 
Hans Bartsch 
Edward L. Bernays 
Dr. A. J. Cronin 
Donald Flamm 
Kurt & Ketti Frings 
Leland Hayward 
Thomas Hodge 
Andre Kostelanetz 
Richard Kupper 
Angela Lansbury 
Jacques Morini 
Lily Pons 
Frederick Schang. Jr. 
David O. Selznick 
Peter Shaw 
Danton Walker 
Emlyn Williams 
Darryl! F. Zanuck 


L. A. to N. Y. 


Lynn Bari 

Ed Cashman 
Michael Curtiz 
Jean Dalrymple 
Kirk Douglas 
Ann Dvorak 

Cy Feuer 

Jules Goldstone 
Kathryn Grayson 
Katharine Hepburn 
Judy Holliday 
Henry Jaffe 
Johnny Johnston 
Terry Kilburn 
Maury King 
Walter Land 
Mario Lanza 

John Lund 

Ellye Marshall 
Ted McCord 
Lauritz Melchior 
Barbara Ann Scott 
Walter Seltzer 
Robert F. Sisk 

R. M. (Bob) Savini 
Michael Todd 
Roland Young 
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Decide Soon on EL’s Future as Prod. 
Or Distrib: Heineman New Prez? 


One of the primary 
now 
agement is whether to convert the 


company into an outfit depending 


questions + 





confronting Eagle Lion man- | 


solely on outside indie production, | 


somewhat in the style of United 
Artists, or to continue 
proportion of its own pictures. 
That decision, according to an EL 
spokesman, will be made shortly 
now that the company feels it has 


making a | 


lined up sufficient backing in cash | 
or commitments to meet its prod- | 


uct requirements for the coming 
year. 

Regardless of whether EL re- 
opens its lot for its own production 
program, management believes that 
the approximately $1,250,000 in im- 
mediate cash derived from a new 
syndicate headed by Robert R. 
Young, controlling stockholder of 
EL’s parent, Pathe Industries, plus 
promises of more to come, is the 
answer to the outfit’s need for 
fresh celluloid. While the name 
of the new bankroller for EL who 
has joined the Young syndicate has 
been withheld, it is understood he 
heads a large oil company. 

Working with N. Peter Rathvon, 
erstwhile RKO prexy who tops Mo- 
tion Picture Capital Co., indie 
bankroller, EL execs will select 
packages for first financing out of 
the $1,250,000 fund. To push that 
program, William MacMillen, 
Young’s rep who has been installed 
as EL’s exec veepee, left for the 
Coast yesterday (Tues.) to meet 
with Rathvon. MacMillen will re- 
main in Hollywood 10 days while 
joining Rathvon in a prowl for 
likely productions. Rathvon was 
designated as an advisor on produc- 
tion last week. 


Young’s Team 


Young has built up a team to 
pass on proposed releasing or pro- 
duction ventures. It now consists 
of Robert Purcell, Pathe board 
chairman; William J. Heineman, 
distribution veepee; MacMillen and 
Rathvon. Heineman has_ unoffi- 
cially graduated from his purely 
sales role to that of a top advisor 
on policy for the company. It is 
still a reasonable development that 
he be named prez to fill the vacancy 
caused by the resignation of Arthur 
Krim. Job was once proffered to 
him and turned down. 


Meanwhile, talks are still under 
way with Rathvon on a possible 
bankrolling of his four pix, two of 
which have been completed. Un- 
derstood, in the interim, Rathvon 
has been advanced a smaller sum 
of money out of the new fund. If 
a deal is made it would provide for 
release through EL and use of the 

(Continued on page 18) 


Smarts Set ‘Esky’ Pic 


Chicago, Sept. 6. 

David Smart and Alfred Smart, 
chairman of the board and presi- 
dent of Esquire, Coronet and Ap- 
parel Arts magazines, are entering 
the commercial film field with the 
independent production of “Es- 
quire Girl.” It will be 
about the founding of the maga- 
zine girl. Al Smart planed back 
to Chicago after setting the one- 
picture deal with Coast attorney 
Paul Ziffern. 

While publication lost the rights 
to the Petty name or drawings, 
first of the femme full pages, it 
still holds the rights to name of 
Varga or Varga Girl, which Monte 
Proser has announced that he will 
produce for United Artists release. 
“Petty Girl” is set for Columbia 
schedule and is now in production. 

Money for the new venture has 
been raised by the Smarts but no 
releasing company has been an- 
nounced. Smarts are not novices 
in the pix business, owning Coro- 
net Films, one of the largest edu- 
cational pic producing and distrib- 
uting outfits in the world. 


Loew’s 37'c Divvy 


Loew’s, Inc., maintained its regu- 
lar $1.50 annual dividend last week 
by declaring a quarterly divvy of 
3714c on the common. 

Regular melon, cut by directors 
meeting in N. Y., Sept. 1, is payable 
Sept. 30 to stock on record Sept. 13. 








/picture indusiry 


Tragic Dualler 
Camden, N. J., Sept. 6. 
Ironic note in the tragic 
story of Howard Unruh, 28- 
year-old army vet who ran 
amok here today (Tues.) and 
killed 12 persons, is that the 
crazed killer is reported ts 
have spent six hours last night 
in a Philadelphia theatre. 


Bill the slayer saw was 
“Fear in the Night” and “For 
You I Die.” 


MPAA, Par, 20th 
Pitch to FCC For 
Theatre TV Bands 


Sept. 6. 








Washington, 

A triple-barreled pitch for suf- 
ficient channels for a nationwide 
theatre television system was 
made here Friday (2), with the 
Motion Picture Assn. of America, 
Paramount and 20th-Fox each peti- 


tioning the Federal Communica- 
tions Commission to institute the 


necessary proceedings to author- 
ize the service. Previously, the So- 
ciety of Motion Picture Engineers 
and Theatre Owners of America 
had asked the Commission to hold 
hearings to consider needs of the 
industry. 

Coincident with-the filing of the 
MPAA petition, Eric Johnston, its 
prexy, announced that he _ will 
meet with legal staffs of the vari- 
ous picture companies here Thurs- 


day (8) to coordinate the pres- 
entation of the industry case to 
the FCC. Specifically, they will 


try to work out a unified proposal 
to the FCC in the way of hearings. 
Representatives of the Society of 
Independent Motion Picture Pro- 
ducers, Allied, 
groups will be included, vohnston 
said. 

Describing theatre video as the 
biggest thing technically in the 
since the devel- 


‘opment of the talkers, Edward T. 


Johnston’s exec assist- 
producers and ex- 


Cheyfitz, 
ant, said that 


-hibitors are ready to go with the 


a story 


| 30-day 


system as soon as the Commission 
grants the necessary channels. The 
(Continued on page 21) 


U Shelves 2 Musicals 
As Being Too Costly 


Hollywood, Sept. 6. 

Two scripts based on legit shows. 
“Bloomer Girl” and “Song of Nor- 
way,” were shelved indefinitely by 
Universal in keeping with its me- 
dium budget policy. Story prop- 
erties were bought by the studio 
several years ago before retrench- 
ment set in. 

Company has been keeping budg- 
ets under the $1,000,000 mark. 
Only one recent U picture, “Sword 
in the Desert” has gone above that 
mark. Studio executives decided 
that neither “Bloomer” or “Nor- 
way” could be produced efficiently 
on modest budgets. 








Stude Picketing Forces 
Pa. Theatres Price Cut 


Lansford, Pa., Sept. 6. 
Teen-agers picketed two film 
houses here, Victoria and Palace, 
in protest against admission prices 
in effect for students at those 
theatres. For three hours about 


TOA and other. 


| 
| 
| 
| 


UP 8’ THEA 
0 


tAT 
oT UNG 


Brand new flock of “A” houses 
are springing up in various sec- 
tors of the country because of the 
splitup of theatre partnerships, dic- 
tated by the anti-trust decisions 
The new “A's” stem from a con- 
version of formerly “B” first-run 
flickeries rather than the result of 








any particular building boom. 
Since the total is growing with 
every partnership dissolution, hot- 
ter competition for top product, 


first-run, 
theatre ops. 

Switch of a “B 
is being worked by both Paramount 


and its erstwhile partners in the 
innumerable situations where the 
| two divided their previously joint 
theatre operations. In a number of 
towns, for instance, where the 
Comerford interests retained the 
“A” house while Paramount took 
back several “B” theatres, latter is 
now refurbishing the theatre with 


the intentions of swinging into a 
de-luxe, first-run policy. In the 
three-way splitup in Buffalo of Par, 
Loew’s and Vincent McFaul, the 
old Hippodrome has been reopened 
by Paramount as the Center with 
an “A” playing-time policy. 
New Showcases 

Conversion does not generally 
represent an increased number of 
first-run houses, according to ob- 
servers. What it does represent is 
the promotion of a “B” theatre to 
that of an “A” after renovation so 
that the circuit op can have a show- 
case in the particular town. Since 
only one’such showcase was oper- 
ated in the past by the partnership 
circuit, the division of houses is 
winding up with two “A's” where 
one existed before. 

As an offspring of the theatre 
splitups which affect equally all 
five affiliate chains, exhibs see the 
prospects of several hundred more 
top houses in the country. Distinc- 
tion between an “A” and “B” first- 
run is the traditional booking of 
double-A product by the former 
while the latter is confined to les- 
ser major features and offerings of 


| the smaller distribs. 


| 
| 
| 


dle 


Since the breakup of partner- 
ships spell off the former joint 
venturers as rivals in a batch of 
towns and cities, the vying for top 
product is expected to heat up to 
the fever point. Extension of the 
bid system, unless some form of 
product-splitting can be agreed 
upon, is a likely development. 
| With the supply of important fea- 


| tures limited, however, the new 
|growth of competition between 
‘A’s” augurs a further boost in 


rentals. 

Development of the Paramount- 
Comerford rivalry is also echoed 
in similar action between the new- 
ly split New England circuit and 
that of the E. V. Richards chain in 
the south. 


SEARS’ COAST HOP TO 
SCURRY PIX AND COIN 


United Artists’ need for 
financing setup to aid its nolo 





is being predicted by big 


* house to an “A” 


| wood trek, St. John said. 


DIVORCE SPURS NEW ‘A HOUSES fi 





FC Ainsworth, Walsh, Arnall May Get 


Invites to Anglo- US. Pix Parley 





Blecked $ 
$6,892,000 in frozen 

out of the _ total 
earned by American distribs 
during the first year of the 
Anglo-American film accord 
remained blocked in England 
on June 12, Erie Johnston, 
Motion Picture Assn. of Amer- 
ica president, revealed this 
week. Against this, the com- 
panies were able to use $25.,- 
000,000 in iced coin either in 
Britain or elsewhere in the 
sterling area 

Another $17,000,000 was re- 
mitted to the U. S. under the 
terms of the pact. Figures do 
not take into consideration fur- 
ther remittances which can be 
derived from the earnings of 
British films in the U. S. du 
ing the 12 months ended June 
12, Johnston said. 


Only 
currency 


SL ‘John Sets Up 
US.-Rank Prod. 
Deals With 3 Cos. 


for 
with 
unde 





J. Arthur Rank’s proposal 
joint filmmaking ventures 
American majors is well 
way .as result of the now com- 
pleted trip of Earl St. John, one 
of Rank’s top production execs, to 
the Coast. Agreement in principle 
on at least one pic per company 
has been reached with three of 
the majors besides Universal, St. 
John said this week on his return 


from Hollywood. British exec 
heads for England tomorrow 
(Thurs.) to make his report to 
Rank. 


The three films, all to be lensed 
in Britain during 1950, represent 
the minimum results of his Holly- 
Further 


‘extension of the partnered Anglo- 


cers and potential producers will | 


get another going over with the 
departure of prexy Grad Sears 
from New York for the Coast this 
week. Sears is expected to hud- 
with -bankers and money 


{sources and possibly with UA own- 


100 boys and girls staged a demon- | 


(2) night. 


stration Friday 
manager of 


Charles Dougherty, 


the Victoria, agreed to lower price | 


for students from 40c to 30c for a 
trial. At the Palace, re- 
cently deg shicgges at a cost of more 
than $200,000, Jane Kane, manager, 
agreed to raise the age of chil- 
dren’s admission from 12c to l4c, 
and to have a matinee price of 16c 
and a night price of 20c for those 
in that age group. The 50c price 
for those over 14 will be continued. 


ers Mary Pickford and Charles 
Chaplin in continuation of the 
talks when the pair was east re- 
cently. 

Sears is uncertain of the length 
of his stay. While west he'll also 
talk with a number of indies on 
distribution deals. 





Ameche Group Pays 
108G for Oil Leases 


Midland, Texas, Sept. 6. 
Actor Don Ameche and asso- 
ciates paid $108,000 for half inter- 
est in 21,600 acres of oil and gas 

leases in central Borden county. 
Stanolind Oil and Gas Co. ob- 
tained the other half of the leases 
for the same price. The purchasers 
agreed to start drilling a wildcat 
test on the acreage within 45 days. 


| being in the state. 


American production is a distinct 
possibility. Naming of the three 
majors is being withheld for the 
time being. 

As for Universal, which shares 
U. S. distribution of Rank’s prod- 
uct in the U. S. with Eagle Lion, 
the two Noel Coward pix 

(Continued on page 18) 


Rooney-Stiefel Win 
Lawsuit With Nassers 


Los Angeles, Sept. 6. 
Judge Stanley Prager denied the 
Nasser Bros.’ plea for an injunc- 
tion to prevent United Artists and 
Rooney-Stiefel Productions from 
releasing “The Big Wheel” ahead 





being 


of “Quicksand.” Brothers filed suit | 


because they wanted to get their 
coin out of “Quicksand” first. It 
was made by the Rooney-Stietel 
combo before “The Big Wheel.” 

Court ruled that there was noth- 
ing in the contract stipulating that 
the film be released before any 
other picture. 





Colo. Co. Organized 


For Outdoor Actioners 


Denver, Sept. 6 

Capitalized at 100,000 shares, 
with 40,000 being sold at $5 per 
share, a number of Colorado men 
have organized Kinego-Rand En- 
terprises, Inc., to make full-length 
35m outdoor actioners, with action 
The company 


| expects to have its first production, 


| tentatively named “Denver, 


” in the 
exchanges by spring. 

Organizers include R. D. Ervin, 
president, owner of several the- 
atres; Sam Langwith, theatre sup- 
ply dealer, executive v.p.; Vernon 
S. (Capt. Ozie) Waters, an actor, 
v.p.; Mark O. Rice, treasurer; Pete 
Morrison, former Hollywood cow- 
boy player, technical adviser; Fl- 
mer G. Dyer, cameraman; B. 
Reeves Eason, director and pro- 
ducer. 


Tentative suggestion has been 
tials by J. Arthur Rank that the 
Joint Anglo-American Film Council 
be broadened to include reps of 
indie producers, labor and ex- 
hibitors If the scheduled meet- 
ing of the Council is actually held 
in London in October—and there 
is much doubt on that point—that 
means each country would be rep- 
resented by six members rather 
than three, as in the past. 

Tendency of the major Ameri- 
can distribs, who are now the only 
ones represented on the Council, 
is to go along with Rank’s sugges- 
tion, although the entire subject of 
further meetings of the body and 
the whole British question is due 
for a great deal of policy-making 
discussion within the next month. 

Definitely in line for an invita- 
tion to join the Council is the So- 
ciety of Independent Motion Pic- 
ture Producers, which would be 
represented by its president, Ellis 
Arnall, or chairman of its distribu- 
tion committee, James A. Mulvey. 
Second invite, the Americans fig- 
ure, should go to Richard F. Walsh, 
president of the International Al- 
liance of Theatrical Stage Em- 
ployees. Also thought of as a pos- 
sibility for the third invitation is 
William L. Ainsworth, prez of Al- 
lied States Assn. of indie exhibs. 
This would be the first time 
that Independent theatre operators 
were represented on any interna- 
tional body—particularly by such a 
grass-rooter midwest exhib 
Ainsworth. 

Britain’s Added Trio 

Trio of added starters discussed 
on the British side were Sir Philip 
Warter, head of the Associated 
British Pietures Corp., which con- 
trols a large circuit and produc- 
tion facilities; Sir Alexander King, 
president of the Cinema Exhibitors 
\ssn., and Tom O'Brien, M. P., 
head of the National Assn. of The- 
atre & Kine Employees. O'Brien 
however, has apparently talked 
himself out of the invite by a vio- 
lent anti-American speech a couple 
weeks ago, for which he has been 
severely criticized in the British 
papers. Since it was highly offen- 
sive to U. S. film people, it is ex- 

(Continued on page 18) 


Col Unfreezing Coin 


On 3 in England 


Hollywood, Sept. 6. 

Columbia will make three pie- 
tures a year in England with frozen 
coin. Films will be shot at the 
Nettlefold studio with British ac- 
tors and production personnel. 

First picture will be “The Lady 
in Black,” with Mario Zampi pro- 
ducing under general supervision 
of Max Thorpe. Signed for top 
roles are Terence Morgan, Michael 
Medwin and Joyce Howard. 


WB’s Feldman Out 


Philadelphia, Sept. 6. 
Joseph Feldman, head of the 
Warner circuit’s personnel depart- 
ment, is out as of Saturday (3), 
one of a series of retrenchments by 
the theatre chain. 


The retrenchment stems directly 
from the recent wage hike won by 
Local B-100, of the International 
Alliance of Theatrical Stage Em- 
ployees, which represents the War- 
ner theatre staffs. Ushers got a 
10c. an hour increase undcr the 
terms of the new contract, and 
cleaners, doormen and cashiers got 
1215c. an hour rise. The pay in- 
creases were retroactive to last 
August, when the old contract went 
out. The union payoff is leading 
to cuts in personnel from Feldman 
right down the line. 


‘Lucky’? 
Hollywood, Sept. 6. 

Robert Buckner and Robert Siod- 
mak planed to Rome Monday (5) to 
prepare the filming of “Deported” 
for Universal. 

Story concerns an American 
racketeer who's been deported to 
his native Italy. Buckner is produce 

,ing and Siodmak is director. 


as 
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Variety of Suggestions for Industry 
Improvement Documented Via P.R. 


With top film exees taking the ¢ 
opportunity to get their favorite 
projects off their chest at the all- 
industry publie relations meet in 
Chicago last week, specific propos- 
als ran from an idea by 20th-Fox 
prexy Spyros P. Skouras for a 
good-will national tour of Holly- 
wood stars to a suggestion by the 
Theatre Owners of America for 
greater plugging of pix via tele- 
vision trailers. 

Forming the raw material of the 





Awkward Age 


Chicago, Sept. 6. 

George Murphy, represent- 
ing the Screen Actors Guild 
in the Motion Picture Industry 
Council delegation, got laughs 
at the all-industry public re- 
lations powwow here last week 
with his introduction of him- 
self. 

“I'm just a vet hoofer,”’ he 
explained, “who's at the Holly- 


final resolutions adopted by the be : r 
eonvention, the mass of proposals wood awkward age. m too 
was contained in digest form in| old to get the girl and too 


young to be her father.” 


TOA Mulling Taplinger’s 
‘Oscar Sweepstakes’ Plan 
As New Boxoffice Builder 


mimeographed folders prepared by 
Francis Harmon, Motion Picture 
Assn. of America v.p. and Confer- 
ence secretary. He had culled them 
from replies to Chairman Ned E. 
Depinet’s -equest for suggestions. 

The proposals were divided into 
the following five categories: Gen- 
eral Public Relations, Plans for 








a Better Boxoffice, Intra-Indus- Theatre Owners of America, at 
try Relations, Taxation and its convention next week, and the 
other Legislative Subjects and poard of the Motion Picture Acad- | 
Research. These were allocated emy in a session shortly, are both | 
to five subcommittees which expected to give consideration to a 
were set up to handle the } 6. building plan labeled “The Os- 
various facets of the industry’s ear Sweepstakes.” Devised and 


many-sided plan to sell films to the 
public. 

Under public relations, Skouras 
elaborated his ideas for a good- 
will tour over an 8-10 week period 
through 15-20 key cities, ‘“‘such 
tours to be built around Erie John- 


being pushed by industry publicist 
Robert S. Taplinger, it ties the na- 
tion’s theatres in with a contest 
idea based on the Academy awards. 


Plan was to have been presented 
for consideration at the all-indus- 


pi ; ‘Bie d . an. try publie relations meeting in 
po bo Me gM gon, oe mage) a Chicago last week, but events 
P ‘ ar eat moved so swiftly there that it 


ensemble of industry figures.” 


Along similar lines, Sam Carver, MeV€r came up for official discus- 


High Park, Mich., exhib, proposed sion. Informal conversations re- 
garding it, however, were held. 


that 100 speakers be sent out to 
various civic organizations and 
“through personal contact.. .inter- 
est them in coming back to the 
theatre.” 


Al Lichtman and Charles Ein- 
feld, 20th sales and pub-ad execs, 
suggested the production of a 200- 
foot trailer, to be distributed free, 
which would “highlight the service 
the theatre gives the community; 
the economy of movie-going com- 
pared with other forms of enter- 
tainment and an institutional mes- 
sage for movie audiences as a 
whole.” Mort Blumenstock, War- 
ner Bros. pub-ad vice-prexy, pro- 
posed that series of “constructive 
feature stories be placed in news- 
papers and magazines on a nation- 
wide scale.” 

Public Service Organization 

Many proposals were put in for 
the formation of a permanent in- 
dustry council to handle industry 
publicity and dissemination of 
factual information. Maurice Berg- 
man, of Universal, suggested an 
organization ‘which would equal 
in its scope the function the War 
Activities Committee and would be 
known as the ‘Public Service Or- 
ganization of the Motion Picture 
Industry’,” with a paid director and 
staff responsible to the entire in- 
dustry. Parallel proposals were 
aiso made by Arthur Lockwood, 
TOA prexy, and the Motion Pic- 
ture Industry Council. 

Greater exploitation of news- 

reeis and trailers to plug Holly- 
wood on an institutional basis was 


ed there. 
Taplinger has a number of TOA 


great deal of interest. 


according to Taplinger, 


|the deal now pending for Bulova 
watch sponsorship goes through. 


tions for awards. 


the Academy of its award winners. 
In addition, a 25-word statement 
must be written on the ballot on 
“Why I Like the Movies.” Win- 
ners are those who come closest to 
agreement with Academy 
tions and write the best statement. 

Each participating theatre will 
select its winners, who will be 

(Continued on page 18) 


Meantime, another contest plan for | 
selection by patrons of “Best Pic- 
ture” four times a year_was adopt- 


execs interested in it and there is 
likely to be some discussion of it 
at the Los Angeles convention. He 
has also yet to get full Academy 
approval for it, although most of 
the board members have shown a 
It would 
solve the Acad’s financial difficul- 
ties in making the Oscar awards, 
although | 
these headaches appear in the in- | 
terim to have been eliminated if 


| Plan is to have theatres desiring 
to participate (they’d pay $50 to 
$150 for the privilege) issue bal- 
lots to patrons containing all the 
Academy’s own regular nomina- 
Each patron can 
vote as many times as he attends 
1a theatre between the five-week 
period from announcement of the 
nominations to final selection by 


selec- 











epinet-Harmon 


Continued from page 3 





OD 


‘Committee who can be enlisted will 
aid each group’s Chi delegate to | 


sell the plans to his organization. 
They are ready either to give talks 
or hold personal conferences. Thus 


the RKO prexy, who is chairman | 
of the Conference Committee, and | 
Harmon, who is secretary, have ac- 


cepted invitations to attend the 


Theatre Owners of American con- | 
vention in Los Angeles next week, 


at which Erie Johnston will also 
speak. 


Harmon likewise will address the | 


Independent Theatre Owners of 
Arkansas on Sept. 22 and the Pa- 
cific Coast Conference of Inde- 


pendent Theatre Owners’ conven- | 
In the interim, he'll | 


tion Oct. 18. 
go to Canada Oct. 13 to address the 
Canadian Motion Picture Industry 
Council, which last week became 
the 10th participating group at the 
Chi meet, pending approval by its 
board. Harmon was invited to ad- 
dress the Canadians by J. J. Fitz- 
gibbons, Toronto exhib and presi- 
dent of the CMPIC, who repre- 
sented it at Chi. 


Permanent Org 


in November in Washington, 
Depinet announced at the end of 
last week, to hear the reports from 
the constituent groups. If all give 
their approval, a permanent public 
relations organizations will be set 
up. At that time the matter of a 


budget—which hasn't even been | 
touched on as yet—will have to be | 


considered. Undoubtedly that will 
require another return trip by the 
delegates to their boards or mem- 
berships before they can authorize 
any contribution to the upkeep of 
the p.r. organization. 


a rule that any action there or by 
any continuing committee must 
have the unanimous approval of the 
nine original participating groups, 
failure of any of the constituent 
bodies to agree to all the resolu- 
tions adopted—or even to the very 
idea of a permanent p.r. setup—is 
by no means expected to be fatal. 
If differences can't be worked out 
at the Washington conclave, it is 
likely the others will carry on with- 
out the dissenting group. 


Conference Committee 


The Conference Committee is 
the title given to what was known 
in Chi as first the coordinating 
and then the planning committee. 


It consisted of one rep of each of | 


the nine participating groups and 
was the masterminding body that 
planned the agenda and exercised 
overall supervision. Its members 
are Depinet for the Motion Picture 
Assn. of America, William L. Ains- 
worth, Allied States exhib associa- 
tion; Max A. Coheny New York In- 
dependent Theatre Owners Assn.; 
Leo Brecher, Metropolitan Motion 
Picture Theatres Assn.; Roy 
Brewer, Motion Picture Industry 
Council of Hollywood; H.  V. 
Harvey, PCCITO; Robert J. Rubin, 
Society of Independent Motion Pic- 
ture Producers; Gael Sullivan, The- 
atre Owners of America, and Abel 
Green, editor of Vartety, for the 
trade press publishers. 





another dominant theme in the 
flow of ideas. Art Arthur, of the 
-Motion Picture Industry Council, 
suggested that brief newsreel spots 
“be used to disseminate construc- 
tive facts about Hollywood, provid- 
ing this does not run the danger 
(Continued on page 16) 


BERGMAN’S FULL-TIME 
ON PIX INDUSTRY'S P.R. 





It’s generally agreed that every- 
thing was jake at the Hotel Drake 
during the Chi two-day powwow on 
Public Relations last week. The 
55 present may well be an historic 
group. 

‘’Twas Dixie Day at the Drake, 
{oo, what with Y. Frank Freeman, 





* Maurice Bergman, exec aide to Abram S. Myers, ex-Gov. Ellie 
Nate J. Blumberg, Universal's prez, Arnall and Francis S. Harmon 


vou-allin’ all over the joint. They 
give out with pleasant-sounding 
palaver, but none disputes the 
punch of their points. 

Bob O’Donnell, big man from 
the southwest, was shilling for any- 
thing and everything from deep in 
the heart of Texas. But mostly for 
the Variety Clubs of America. The 
new Mrs. O'D was also present. 

H. V. (Rotus) Harvey, prez of 
the Pacific Coast Conference of 
Independent Theatre Owners, con- 
fesses that his original billing is 
Herotus Volney, and in deference 
to his mom’s letter-writing he must 
check in under the H. V.—but °o- 
body else would know him under 
any handle but Rotus. 

National Allied States’ Bill Ains- 
worth is an amateur magico. 

Leo Brecher, as rep for the Met- 

_ropolitan Motion Picture Theatre 


will devote almost full-time to the 
industry_relations project launched 
in Chicago, at least until the ven- 
ture gets a head start. Bergman is 
serving as the real working execu- 
tive under Ned E. Depinet, RKO 
president who chairmans the pro- 
gram. In that guise, U’s former 
eastern ad-pub chief has gone to 
the Coast to attend the Theatre 
Owners of America’s annual con- 
vention. 

In pushing the p.r. program at 
exhib meets, etc., Bergman is serv- 
ing a double role. He is thereby 
enabled to mix with theatre ops 
and push U’s own exhib relations 
project which he heads. Mean- 
while, his office at U’s N. Y. head- 
quarters is being moved to the 
eighth floor, close to that of Blum- 
berg, from its former fifth floor 
situs. 


Everything Jake at the Drake 


By ABEL GREEN 





Owners ‘of New York), admits it’s 
a tall order for the owner of the 
Plaza (midtown), the Apollo (Har- 
lem) and some other Harlem pix 
houses, to act also for RKO, Loew’s 
and Radio City Music Hall, which 
fall under the orbit of the MMPTA. 

Max A. Cohen, chief barker of 
the new N. Y. Variety Tent, repped 
the IMPTOA in the Conference 
Council. Also seemed to breaking 
In some new material for future 
public appearances. Good 
touch amidst all the CC serious- 
ness. Harry Brandt, prez of 
IMPTOA ‘Cohen is chairman of 
the executive committee), was 
noteworthy for his unusually quiet 
mien. 

The PR “roundtable” was actual- 
ly a long table, the length of a 
miniature ballroom. 

a Schenck and Skouras 

Nick Schenck’s and Spyros 
Skourcs’ appearance, _ first ‘and 
second days, lent added substance. 
Barney Balaban, who got in from 
Europe Tuesday (30) night, wired 
Ned Depinet an offcial communique 
which was read on the Wednesday 
final) session. 

Spyros Skouras suggested and 

(Continued on page 21) 


Declaration of Principles 


Chicago, Sept. 6. 
The much-applauded Declaration of Principles which was adopted 
at the all-industry public relations conference here last week is 
expected to be widely used on permanent plaques on theatres, 
in institutional advertising, and for every possible means of public 
relations. The top film execs present in Chicago were extremely 





Conference Committee will meet 


While the meeting in Chi adopted | 


light | 


| ture industrv. 


proud of the Declaration as the best exposition ever put forth of the 
principles of this or any other industry. 

Declaration was written by Leonard Spigelgass, Hollywood scrip- 
ter who represented the Screen Writers Guild on the Motion Pic- 
ture Industry Council delegation at the session. It was actually 
prepared as the preamble to a resolution setting up an industry 
policy-making authority to “plan, organize and supervise a com- 
prehensive continuous public relations program,” 

Text of the Declaration follows: 

“The all-industry conference of the Motion Picture Industry re- 
affirms its faith in and responsibility to the American people. It 
pledges itself to the production and exhibition of films that will 
entertain and instruct—that will show the humanities and ways of 
our nation. and will, without fear, bring light to the dark corners 
of, our society. It will continue to use the Laws of God and the 
Laws of Man as its yardstick to determine whether or not a subject 
is suitable for filming. It will continue to deplore any effort to 
forbid it or the American people freedom of choice on the screens 
of this nation. It will continue its self regulation to make certain 
that honesty may be achieved without offense. It will, without 
stint, bend its best efforts to laughter and thought, putting no 
man above another, though he be white or black, Christian or 
Jew. It will resist, together with all thinking men, any regulation 
that makes it slave to a minority; it will cooperate with all men 
who believe in human decency. It is the servant of a hundred and 
fifty million; it will be no tribune for the few as against the many. 
The screen belongs to the free peoples of the world; we shall guard 
it well in their name. Producer, exhibitor, actor, technician, dis- 
tributor, writer, theatre owner, director—above all, in this we 
believe.” 





Results of Chi PR. Powwow 


elements of the industry that each 
has an inviolate obligation to up- 
hold the best interests of the busi- 
ness, both in personal and pro- 
fessional conduct, and “an obliga- 
tion to the public we serve.” This 
would be embodied in an “oath of 
allegiance,” which might be: “I 
recognize that there is imposed 
upon me a trust to use my best ef- 
forts at all times to work for the 
best interests of my industry, and 
of the public’”—or “I recognize that 
there has been entrusted to me 
by the mothers, fathers and fami- 
lies of all nations an inviolate trust, 
and I promise and pledge to them 
that I will not suffer myself to do 
anything to violate the confidence 
that they have placed in me.” It 
was suggested that when the “oath” 
or “slogan” is adopted, it be in- 
corporated in the form of a volun- 
tary pledge to fit any and all situa- 
tions. 
Producer-Exhib Probiems 


4. Attendance at local exhibitor 
corventions by production execs 
with more regularity, in order to 
bring about better understanding 
of mutual problems confronting 
both production and exhibition. 

5. Instructions to publicity staffs 
by film company execs to align 
their thinking from a public rela- 
tions standpoint with principles 
adopted by this meeting. 

6. Encouragement of Hollywood 
stars to make more personal ap- 
pearances in behalf of the industry. 


————e | 





Chicago, Sept. 6. 
Following is a resume of the 
resolutions prepared by subcom- 
mittees and unanimously adopted 
at the all-industry public relations 
conference here last week: 


General Public Relations 


1. Credo of industry policy as 
'set down by Leonard Spigelgass, 
culminating in a resolution that 
a national policy-making body be 
set up. 

2. Endorsement of activities of 
Hollywood’s Motion Picture Indus- 
try Council and recommendation to 
the conference that “we implement 
and support MPIC’s work to the 
fullest possible extent.” This fol- 
lowed a lengthy report by the 
council’s Art Arthur—first time 
most of those present knew what 
the organization was doing. 

3. Recommendations that when 
the “actual and working public re- 
lations committee” is appointed, | 
after Nov. 1, that this group fur-| 
ther analyze suggestions and ma- 
t@rial arising from the conference. 

Better Boxoffice 

1. Adoption of plan to promote 
a contest in which the public would 
vote for the best picture four times 
a year. ’ 

2. Adoption of a slogan, tied in 
with advertising and promotional 
activity, with following suggestions 
made: “Movies Are Your Best 
Buy”; “Hollywood Is_ Clicking”: 
“The Movies—A Three-Hour Holi- 
day”; and “The Movies—A Family 
Holiday.” 


+ 3. Plans to encourage greater Taxation 
use of theatre institutional adver-| _ 1. Recommendation that the Mo- 
tising—also that film companies tion Picture Industry Council, 


devote a portion of all future press 
books to'suggested institutional ads 
that can be adopted for use by all 
theatres. 

4. Inauguration in all areas of 
promotional and exploitation cam- 
paigns such as those being planned 
and currently used in Baltimore. 
in the Iowa-Nebraska territory, and 
in Arkansas area. It was further 
recommended that details of these 
_plans he disseminated to theatre- 
men and their organizations. 

5. Proposal to hold non-commer- 
cial screenings of victures in small 
cities: and towns, inaugurated bv 
Loew's. These will be continued | 
and expanded by all companies, 
not only because they stimulate 
boxoffice interest in pictures but 
because they afford an oportunity 
to present to the clergy, press, 
radio and important civie and edu- 


cational leaders the j : y S 
co e industry's plus 


speaking for the Screen Writers 
Guild, Sereen Actors Guild and 
Screen Directors Guild, ‘be called 
upon to lend its services and those 
of its important, talented and ad- 
mired members to present the case 
against the admission tax, graphic- 
ally and dramatically, on the 
screens of our nation, and by way 
of personal appearances, so that 
need for and justice behind re- 
scinding of the tax may be brought 
home effectively to the theatre 
patron and by him to his represen- 
tatives and senators.” 

2. Same media should be further 
utilized to prevent the imposition 
of taxes at state and local levels 
now and in the mad rush which 
may occur along the same lines 
when, as and if the Federal taxes 
are rescinded. 

Research 

1. Incorporation of a_ research 
provram as an integral and vital 
part of any public relation’ pro 
gram approved by the conference. 

2. Use of initial research 
projects as a blueprint for public 
relations action, with periodic 
check-ups to be made to measure 
the effectiveness of activities in 
this field and to guide future 
decisions. 


be ‘ >] 
Ladd in ‘Navy 
Hollywood, Sept. 6. 

Paramount assigned Alan Ladd 
to the top role in “Wings of the 
Navy,” a tale of jet planes to be 
produced by Robert Fellows. 

John Farrow will direct, starting 
this week with location shots on a 
carrier in Naval maneuvers off San 
Francisco. 


Intra-Industry 

Z, Establishment of a permanent 
intra-industry relations committee 
for the purpose of alerting differ- 
ent segments to events promoting 
the industry publie relations-wise: 
to coordinate activities of various 
f£roups and achieve tiaximum re- 
sults. 

i Activation of a plan by mean< 
of which every person who makes 
his living from this industry can 

ecome an advocator and protector | 
of the business. Committee dis- | 
cussed the “Finneran 
leneth and wos o 
was unworkable. 

ommended that an intra-industrv 
committee be organized for the 
burnose of evalvine a proeram that 
will embrace the entire motion pie- 





Plan” at 
* the oninion it 
Howevers it rec- 


3. Reenonition hy all component | 
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P.R. IS BUSTIN’ OUT ALL OVER 





Mass Preems Scramble Clearances 
As Suburbans Cop First-Run Dates 


Virtual elimination of the tradi-+ 


tional pattern of clearances which | 
Universal has brought about by its | 
system of mass day-and-date film | 
preems in various locales is behind | 
the current hinterland tour of U’s 
sales cabinet, headed by distribu- | 
tion veepee William J. Scully. Be- 
cause the saturation preems have 
caused a number of beefs from 
first-run exhibs, Scully and his 
aides will huddle with theatre ops 
in the key cities and iron out clear- 
ance wrinkles. 

Sales topper; his ass’t general 
sales manager A. J. O’Keefe; E. T. 
Gomersall, another aide, and divi- 
sion managers Fred Meyers, F. J. A. 
McCarthy and C. J. Feldman took 
to the road over the weekend for 
an intensive swing through the 
country. 
reexamination of the sales policy, 
first inaugurated several years 
back, which gives branch managers 
discretion in fixing rental terms ir 
their areas. 

Large-scale use of area openings 


which U has hit upon as the fastest | 
way of picking up big revenues has | 


involved the promotion of suburban 
and small-town houses to first-run 
with theatres in bigger situations 
that generally hold down the open- 
ing spot alone. Some of these 
latter houses have been squawking 
because of the resultant scrambled 
clearances. 


With U’s sales toppers on hand, 
decisions will be made as where the 
company should go easy on the 
mass openers. It is conceded that 
exceptions will be made but that 
the system, nonetheless, will be 
maintained without letup in most 
spots. 

As part of the tour, company’s 
diswibution biggies will study local 
conditions to determine if any 
changes are required in the terms 
set by exchange and district man- 
agers. In this regard, Scully 
stressed before shoving off that 


“ever changing market conditions, | 


particularly in relation to sectional 
preferances for certain types of 
pictures, demand frequent analy- 
gis; 

Scully, along with Meyers, is 
hitting Boston, Albany, Buffalo, 
Cleveland, Pittsburgh, 
phia, Washington and New York. 
O’Keefe will take in the Coast ex- 


changes plus Denver and Salt Lake | 


City. Gomersall’s irek includes 
Indianapolis, Cincinnati, Charlotte, 
Atlanta and Kansas City. 

McCarthy hits Dallas, New Or- 
leans, Memphis, Oklahoma City 
and. St. Louis. Feldman is sched- 


uled for Chicago, Detroit, Milwau-| 
kee, Minneapolis, Des Moines and. 
} 


Omaha. 


PANTAGES SITE OF 





"49 OSCAR DERBY 


Hollywood, Sept. 6. 
Next year’s Oscar Derby will be 
run in the RKO Pantages, one of 
the bigger theatres on Hollywood 
Boulevard, only a few steps from 
Vine street. Announcement was 
made by Charles Brackett, presi- 
dent of the Motion Picture 
Academy or Arts and Sciences. 
Last year’s Derby was run in the 
Academy’s own theatre, a small 
house, and drew a lot of criticism 
from Academy members who could 
not get in. 


Pickford and Goldwyn 
Both Bid for Studio 


Hoilywood, Sept. 6. 

Samuel Goldwyn and Mary Pick- 
ford reportedly have both put in 
bids for the Goldwyn studio prop- 
erty. They are partners in its own- 
ership, but Goldwyn has used it 
under lease for a number of years. 

Unable to come to terms for con- 
tinuation of the present setup, pair 
went to court. Judge Pau! Nourse 
ordered property sold by Aug. 31, 
setting minimum price of $1,500,- 
000, although property is said to 
be valued at about $2,500,000. De- 
Spite fact court deadline has 


— there has been no action as 





Mass trip is billed as a | 


Philadel- | 





Small the Winnah 


Hollywood, Sept. 6. 

With the rest of the world 
bristling with war talk, it looks 
like a treaty of peace between 
Edward Small and Jan Grippo, 
two producers who have been 
threatening to produce the life 
of Rudolph Valentino. To date 
they have held two meetings 
and may reach an accord some 
time this week. It looks as if 
Rudolph will be memorialized 
by one picture, produced by 
Small, who has been warming 
up for 12 years. 

For a time Small, Grippo, 
and 20th-Fox were on the 
pitching mound with the same 
theme. 











Too Soon to Rate 
Charge-It’ Pix 


Walter Reade’s experiment in 
opening charge accounts for auto- 
mobile patrons at his Woodbridge, 
N. J., drive-in took off to a tepid 
start Friday (2). Response for the 
first few days was slow with only 
about a dozen books issued on re- 
quest. Announcement of the novel 
plan broke last week with consid- 
erable fanfare in both trade and 
the daily press. 

While Reade officials admit that 


first returns are disappointing, 
they believe it is too early to judge 
final results. Big local publicity | 


was given to the pay-later, see-the- 
pic-now, scheme over the weekend 
and a boost in requests is expected 
within the next few days. Reade 
circuit has had 1,000 credit books 
printed and think the supply will 
be exhausted ultimately. 

Under the credit plan, originally 


suggested by the King brothers in | 
rating of the patron is | 
established by identification, either | 


Hollywood, 


through his social security card or 
driver’s license. System is on a 
basis of trust with no credit dept. 
or billing maintained. If success- 
ful, it will be extended to Reade’s 
three other ozoners. 


or part of his owings before an- 
| other book is issued. 





Big Cleve. Preem For 


Film on the Indians 
Cleveland, Sept. 6. 


| Walter Colmes and _ Herbert 


Kline of Republic studios planed | 


‘in with three principal play ers of | 
“Kid From Cleveland,” filmed | 
here this summer, for its national 
'premiere at Loew’s Stillman last | 
Friday (2), which set a new open- | 
ing day attendance record for the 
house. 

Colmes, 
about juvenile delinquency and 
Cleveland Indians’ championship 
baseball team, and director Kline 
were accompanied by young Rusty 
‘Tamblyn, who has title role; Lynn 
Bari and George Brent, whe are 
starred. 

Hollywood visitors were almost 
overshacowed in the kleig-lighted 
lobby reception by Bill Veeck and 


his Indians, who take roles of 
Tambly’s ‘30 godfathers.” On 
their arrival they were almost 
knocked off their feet by mobs 
of baseball fans, who formed 
block-long lines to boxoffice all 
day. 





Schary Back; Starting 6 


Hollywood, Sept. 6. 

Dore Schary returned to his post 
as production chief at Metro after 
a five-week vacation and gave the 
green light to six pictures slated 
to start during September. 

Films are ‘“‘You’re Only Young 
Twice,” on location in New Jersey. 
“A Life of Her Own,” “Annie Get 
Your Gun,” “‘The Reformer and 
the Redhead,” “Mystery Street” 

jand “Visa.” 


Book includes 40 admissions and | 
the customer is expected to pay all | 


AS LAU 
NEB 


“EXHIBS LAUNCH 











|is being paced by a spate of grass 
| roots campaigns springing up in 
various sectors of the country. 
While the all-industry program is 
taking rapid shape following the 
| recent Chicago meet, four local 
groups are launching separate 
campaigns to build film attendance 
during the fall. Exhib drumbeat- 
ing is set for Baltimore, 
the Iowa-Nebraska territory 
the Kansas-Missouri sector. 
Movement has the blessings of 
| the all-industry group which pro- 
poses similar promotional and ex- 
| ploitation campaign in every area 
|in the country. Aiming to spread 
| the practice, details of these plans 
are being disseminated to exhibs in 
other territories. Better Boxoffice 
subcommittee at the industry p.r. 
| meet recommended both the local 
promotional fanfaring and an ex- 
tension of non-commercial screen- 
ings to clergy, press, radio and 
civic leaders along the lines being 
pushed by the Loew’s chain. 


and 


Typifying the other campaigns 
is that kicking off in Baltimore, 
Friday (11). Plan was originally 
conceived by Joseph Walderman, 
member of the Motion Picture 
Theatre Owners of Maryland. 
Calling on newspapers, radio, 


street car cards and billboards to 
fire the operiing guns, exhib group 
will aim at housewives, children, 
couples—on-a-date and the work- 
ing man. Housewife ad, as an in- 
| stance, shows the frau doing her 
customary chores and winds with 
the slogan: “After a day of this, 
betcha she’d love the movies to- 
night.” 
10c. Per Seat Assessment 


Some 115 theatres of the 126 in| 


the area are putting up the kitty 
through a 10c per seat assess- 
ment. Minimum of $15,000 will be 
spent in the first cooperative cam- 
| paign in the city. The plan to sell 
| the public on films as a relaxation 
will run for four-to-five months. 

Equally ambitious, self-financed 
program is under way in Arkansas 
sparked by the Independent Thea- 
tre Owners of Arkansas. Running 
for six weeks from Aug. 21, pro- 
gram includes a parade through 
Little Rock; world preem on a film 
|in the same town; informal film 


features. 

Distribs are collabbing via the 
early release of some big pix in 
the territory. Playing of at least 
one reel of the Motion Picture 
Assn. of America’s p.r. series of 
shorts, “The Movies and You” in 
| all theatres is part of the scheme. 
‘Idea of the campaign, according to 
(Continued on page 22) 


HAROLD RUSSELL NOW 
COMMANDS AMVETS 





| 

| 

| Des Moines, Sept. 6. 
who produced drama) 


Harold Russell, armless vet who 
played one of the leads in Samuel 
Goldwyn’s “Best Years of Our 
Lives,” was elected national com- 


forums in a number of towns; and. 
running of a festival of pre-release | 


mander of the American Veterans | 


(Amvets) of World War II at its 
convention here. Russell was 
‘elected on the second ballot in a 
four-way race. 

Russell had recently been tour- 
ing as a speaker for the Anti- 
Defamation League and other lib- 
eral organizations. 


NLRB Orders Vote Count 
In Hollywood Election 


Hollywood, Sept. 6. 


National Labor Relations Board 
ordered a counting of the long- 
shelved votes cast last spring in 
the bargaining election between 
IATSE and the Set Decorators Lo- 
cal 1421. Tallying had been de- 
layed because all the votes had 
been challenged. 

In three other 





ballots the Labo- 
ratory Technicians, Local 683, the 
Costumers, Local 750, and Sound, 
} Local 695, voted heavily for con- 





LUGALLY 


i 


Industry’s public relations drive | 


Arkansas, | 


TOA Tees Of With $33,000 in Til 
For Booths, Etc; Fancy Lineup Set 





U.S. for B.O. 


U. S. government, which 
has “G-Men,” “T-Men,” postal 
inspectors and a large variety 
of its other aides as raw mate- 
rial for films, appears to be a 
never-ending source. 

Two new types of Uncle Sam’s 
helpers cropped up as poten- 
tial grist for Hollywood in title 
registrations made during the 
past week. Warner Bros. laid 
claim to the labels ‘“‘The Cen- 


sus Man” and ‘“The Census 
Taker,” while John’ Beck 
staked out “Income Tax Col- 
lector,” ‘“‘The Income Tax 
Man” and “The Tax Collec- 
tor.” 





No Flooding Pix 
Market in Reich 


Top American film 
with the exception of United Art- 
ists, Columbia and Universal, have 
adopted a voluntary ceiling on the 
number of films they'll export to 
Germany during 1950. Each has 
agreed that it won’t send in more 
than 15 pix in order to avoid flood- 
ing the market. It was this fear of 
flooding and forcing down prices 
that was the principal deterrent to 
the distribs’ decision to abolish co- 
op selling via the Motion Picture 
Export Assn. after Jan. 1 and go 
into selling by individual com- 





companies, 


| panies. 


| tributed in the Reich. 
mean a maximum potential—based |, 
pic—of | 


They have also decided to ask 
the Economic Cooperation Admin- 
istration for convertibility of Ger- 
man marks up to $15,000 per pic- 
ture, out of the approximately $2,- 
000,000 which ECA is allotting for 
films under its appropriation for 
American mass media being dis- 
That would 


on 15 pix at $15,000 per 
$225,000 for each company from 
Germany in 1950. 

The $15,000 figure goes beyond 
actual out-of-pocket expenses in 


preparing a German version and) 


making prints of films, which has 


the government in the past. 
figure includes an allowance for 
a portion of the negative cost. 
any case, however, 


a fair German pro rata of negative 
cost to world income and less than 


complete convertibility of earnings | 


in Germany. 

John G. McCarthy, managing di- 
rector of the international division 
of the Motion Picture Assr. of 
America, heads for Washington to- 
day (Wednesday) and will be in 
consultation with ECA officials for 
the rest of the week on the allot- 
ment to the film industry. 


Director De Sica Back 


Before Lens in Rome Pic 
Venice, Sept. 1. 

Vittorio De Sica, Italian director 
who gave up acting to direct ‘‘Shoe- 
shine” and his latest success, “Bi- 
cycle Thieves,” has returned to the 
screen for the lead in “Tomorrow 
Is Too Late,” a pie on adolescent 
love directed by Leonide Moguy 
and produced by Amato-Rizzoli in 
Rome. Costarring are Gabrielle 
Doziat, French legit star, and Lois 





| Maxwell. 


next film, 


De work on his 
“Toto il Buono,” to be 
shot in Milan and produced by 
PDS-Enic, won’t start until Octo- 


ber, as he’s had trouble locating 


Sica said that 


special effects technicians and 
equipment needed for the pic, 
which he’s scripted together with 


Cesare Zavattini (who wrote “Bicy- 
cle Thieves”). Next May, De Sica 
goes to London to direct ‘““‘Umberto 
D.,” also written by Zavattini. 
Barry Fitzgerald is being sought 
for the lead. De Sica intended to 
fly to U. S. for preem of “Thieves,” 
which will be released by Mayer- 
Burstyn, but feels commitments 
will keep him from making trip. 


; on 


| $500 
| that the price was right, 


| angle, 


| setup made in Chicago. 


In | 
it will be less | 
than what the companies figure is | 


Theatre Owners of America’s 
Los Angeles convention throws its 
doors open Monday (12) assured 
that there will be no deficit for 
later mop-up. Convention com- 
mittee, headed by Charles P. 
Skouras, National Theatres chief, 
has chalked up $33,000 in receipts 
booths and concessions at the 
present point. With 67 display 
counters already peddled, the na- 
tional meet now iooks like a gilt- 


| edged security. 


Skouras has taken a_ personal 
hand in the coin-raising. On his 
insistence, the tab on booths was 
upped from the $200—$300 figure 
being mulled by TOA exces to 
To convince the doubters 
Skouras 
picked up the telephone to make 
the first sale on his own. 

Aside from the important 
the exhibs’ powwow shapes 
as the biggest yet sprung by TOA. 
Over 500 guests are now registered 
with a sizable turnout expected in 
addition from the studios. Agenda 
will cut across: almost all industry 
problems since reports will be 
made on television; 16m competi- 
tion; national legislation; state and 
local taxation; public relations; 
distrib - exhib relations; conces- 
sions; equipment and accessories; 
anti-trust; drive-ins. 

Topping off the program is an 
all-star talent show on the closing 
night (Thurs.) which Joe Paster- 
nak, Metro producer, is directing 
and producing. Secretary of De- 
fense Louis A. Johnson will be 
principal speaker at this affair. 
Another cabinet member, Secre- 
tary of Commerce Charles Sawyer, 
will hold forth at a luncheon on 
Wednesday (14) 

Motion Picture Producers Assn. 
dinner will follow the luncheon 
with Y. Frank Freeman, chairman 
of the group, presiding. Eric 
Johnston, Motion Picture Assn. of 
America’s prez, is slated as princi- 
pal speaker, with three producers 
and three exhibs set to share the 
podium with him. 

Convention will undoubtedly 
ratify the proposal for a perma- 
nent all-industry public relations 
It is ex- 
pected to tap Gael Sullivan, TOA 
exec director, for the job of new 


fiscal 


been the limit of compensation by | president of the group. 


New | 





RKO UNDAUNTED BY 
BRODERICK SCANDAL 


Hollywood, Sept. 6. 

Story of Johnny Broderick’s ca- 
reer as a Broadway cop will be 
filmed by RKO regardless of the 
recent publicity that he was forced 
to retire. Picture will be made 
with Robert Ryan playing the 
Broderick role. Official statement 
from RKO was: “We are going 


|ahead with the picture. The Amer- 
|ican public is always with the un- 
| derdog, and this will probably turn 


out to be another 
in Tammany Hall.” 


Story of Broderick’s 


political battle 


life was 


‘sold for $75,000 to RKO through 


Paul Small early in 1948 when Dore 
Schary was the top producer on 
that lot. It was originally assigned 
to Herman J. Mankiewicz as pro- 
ducer, but later shelved. 
Production chore was recently 
inherited by Alex Gottlieb, with 
Robert Andrews doing-the screen- 
play. 
tional $30,000 to Broderick for 
functioning as technical adviser. 


Skouras to Get Cal. 
State Fair Award 


Sacramento, Sept. 6. 

California State Fuir will pre- 
sent its Golden Bear award this 
year to Charles P. Skouras for his 
services to humanity, particularly 
in the field of inter-racial activi- 
ties. 

Prize is awarded annually to an 
outstanding theatrical personality 
who has brought renown to the 





| State of California. 


Contract called for arf addi- ~~ 
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Variety of Suggestions for Industry 


Improvement Do 


With top film execs taking the + 
opportunity to get their favorite 
projects off their chest at the all- 
industry public relations meet in 
Chicago last week, specific propos- 
als ran from an idea by 20th-Fox 
prexy Spyros P. Skouras for a 
good-will national tour of Holly- 
wood stars to a suggestion by the 
Theatre Owners of America for 
greater plugging of pix via tele- 
vision trailers. 

Forming the raw material of the 
final resolutions adopted by the 
convention, the mass of proposals 
was contained in digest form in 
mimeographed folders prepared by 
Francis Harmon, Motion Picture 
Assn. of America v.p. and Confer- 
ence secretary. He had culled them 
from replies to Chairman Ned E. 
Depinet’s request for suggestions. 

The proposals were divided into 
the following five categories: Gen- 
eral Public Relations, Plans for 
a Better Boxoffice, Intra-Indus- 
try Relations, Taxation and 
other Legislative Subjects and 
Research. These were allocated 
to five subcommittees which 
were set up to handle the 
various facets of the industry’s 
many-sided plan to sell films to the 
public. 

Under public relations, Skouras 
elaborated his ideas for a good- 
will tour over an 8-10 week period 
through 15-20 key cities, “such 
tours to be built around Erie John- 
ston, as the principal speaker, ac- 

companied by popular stars and an 
ensemble of industry figures.” 
Along similar lines, Sam Carver, 
High Park, Mich., exhib, proposed 
that 100 speakers be sent out to 
various civic organizations and 
“through personal contact.. .inter- 
est them in coming back to the 
theatre.” 


Al Lichtman and Charles Ein- 
feld, 20th sales and pub-ad execs, 
suggested the production of a 200- 
foot trailer, to be distributed free, 
which would “highlight the service 
the theatre gives the community; 
the economy of movie-going com- 
pared with other forms of enter- 
tainment and an institutional mes- 
sage for movie audiences as a 
whole.” Mort Blumenstock, War- 
ner Bros. pub-ad vice-prexy, pro- 
posed that series of “constructive 
feature stories be placed in news- 
papers and magazines on a nation- 
wide scale.” 

Public Service Organization 

Many proposals were put in for 
the formation of a permanent in- 
dustry council to handle industry 
publicity and dissemination of 
factual information. Maurice Berg- 
man, of Universal, suggested an 
organization “which would equal 
in its scope the function the War 
Activities Committee and would be 
known as the ‘Public Service Or- 
ganization of the Motion Picture 
Industry’,” with a paid director and 
staff responsible to the entire in- 
dustry. Parallel proposals were 
also made by Arthur Lockwood, 
TOA prexy, and the Motion Pic- 
ture Industry Council. 

Greater exploitation of news- 
reels and trailers to plug Holly- 
wood on an institutional basis was 
another dominant theme in the 
flow of ideas. Art Arthur, of the 
‘Motion Picture Industry Council, 
suggested that brief newsreel spots 
“be used to disseminate construc- 
tive facts about Hollywood, provid- 
ing this does not run the danger 

(Continued on page 16) 


BERGMAN’S FULL-TIME 
ON PIX INDUSTRY’S P.R. 


* Maurice Bergman, exec aide to 
Nate J. Blumberg, Universal's prez, 
will devote almost full-time to the 
industry_relations project launched 
in Chicago, at least until the ven- 
ture gets a head start. Bergman is 
serving as the real working execu- 
tive under Ned E. Depinet, RKO 
president who chairmans the pro- 
gram. In that guise, U’s former 
eastern ad-pub chief has gone to 
the Coast to attend the Theatre 
Owners of America’s annual con- 
vention. 

In pushing the p.r. program at 
exhib meets, etc., Bergman is serv- 
ing a double role. He is thereby 
enabled to mix with theatre ops 
and push U’s own exhib relations 
project which he heads. Mean- 
while, his office at U's N. Y. head- 
quarters is being moved to the 
eighth floor, close to that of Blum- 
oane. from its former fifth floor 
situs. 





cumented Via PR. 


Awkward Age | 


Chicago, Sept. 6. 

George Murphy, represent- 
ing the Screen Actors Guild 
in the Motion Picture Industry 
Council delegation, got laughs 
at the all-industry public re- 
lations powwow here last week 
with his introduction of him- 
self 

“I'm just a vet hoofer,” he 
explained, “who's at the Holly- 





wood awkward age. I’m too 
old to get the girl and too 


young to be her father.” 


TOA Mulling Taplinger’s 
‘Oscar Sweepstakes’ Plan 


As New Boxoffice Builder 


Theatre Owners of America, at 
its convention next week, and the 








board of the Motion Picture Acad- | 
emy in a session shortly, are both | 


expected to give consideration to a 
b.o. building plan labeled “The Os- 
car Sweepstakes.” Devised and 
being pushed by industry publicist 
Robert S. Taplinger, it ties the na- 
tion's theatres in with a contest 
idea based on the Academy awards. 

Plan was to have been presented 
for consideration at the all-indus- 
try public relations meeting in 
Chicago last week, but events 
moved so swiftly there that it 
never came up for official discus- 
sion. Informal conversations re- 
garding it, however, were held. 
Meantime, another contest plan for 
selection by patrons of “Best Pic- 
ture” four times a year_was adopt- 
ed there. 


Taplinger has a number of TOA 
execs interested in it and there is 
likely to be some discussion of it 
at the Los Angeles convention. He 
has also yet to get full Academy 
approval for it, although most of 
the board members have shown a 
great deal of interest. It would 
solve the Acad’s financial difficul- 
ties in making the Oscar awards, 
according to Taplinger, although 
these headaches appear in the in- 


terim to have been eliminated if ' 


| the deal now pending for Bulova 
watch sponsorship goes through. 
| Plan is to haw: theatres desiring 
to participate (they’d pay $50 to 
$150 for the privilege) issue bal- 
lots to patrons containing all the 
Academy’s own regular nomina- 
tions for awards. Each patron can 
vote as many times as he attends 
{a theatre between the five-week 
period from announcement of the 
nominations to final selection by 
the Academy of its award winners. 
In addition, a 25-word statement 
must be written on the ballot on 
“Why I Like the Movies.” Win- 
ners are those who come closest to 
agreement with Academy selec- 
tions and write the best statement. 
Each participating theatre will 
select its winners, who will be 
(Continued on page 18) 
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epinet-Harmon 


Continued from page 3 





Committee who can be enlisted will 
aid each group’s Chi delegate to 
sell the plans to his organization. 
They are ready either to give talks 
or hold personal conferences. Thus 
the RKO prexy, who is chairman | 
of the Conference Committee, and 
Harmon, who is secretary, have ac- | 
cepted invitations to attend the 
Theatre Owners of American con- 
vention in Los Angeles next week, 
at which Erie Johnston will also 
speak. | 
Harmon likewise will address the 
Independent Theatre Owners of 
Arkansas on Sept. 22 and the Pa- 
cific Coast Conference of Inde- 
pendent Theatre Owners’ conven- | 
tion Oct. 18. In the interim, he'll | 
go to Canada Oct. 13 to address the | 
Canadian Motion Picture Industry 
Council, which last week became | 
the 10th participating group at the | 
Chi meet, pending approval by its | 
board. Harmon was invited to ad- | 
dress the Canadians by J. J. Fitz-| 
gibbons, Toronto exhib and presi- | 
dent of the CMPIC, who repre- | 
sented it at Chi. | 





of, our society. 
is suitable for filming. 


of this nation. 


who believe in human decency. 
Permanent Org 


Conference Committee will meet 
in November in Washington, 
Depinet announced at the end of 


it well in their name. 
tributor, 
believe.” 


Declaration of Principles 


Chicago, Sept. 6. 


The much-applauded Declaration of Principles which was adopted 
at the all-industry public relations conference here last week is 
expected to be widely used on permanent plaques on theatres, 
in institutional advertising, and for every possible means of public 
relations. The top film execs present in Chicago were extremely 
proud of the Declaration as the best exposition ever put forth of the 
principles of this or any other industry. 

Declaration was written by Leonard Spigelgass, Hollywood scrip- 
ter who represented the Screen Writers Guild on the Motion Pic- 
ture Industry Council delegation at the session. 
prepared as the preamble to a resolution setting up an industry 
policy-making authority to “plan, organize and supervise a com- 
prehensive continuous public relations program.” 

Text of the Declaration follows: 

“The all-industry conference of the Motion Picture Industry re- 
affirms its faith in and resvonsibility to the American people. 
pledges itself to the production and exhibition of films that will 
entertain and instruct—that will show the humanities and ways of 
our nation, and will, without fear, bring light to the dark corners 
It will continue to use the Laws of God and the 
Laws of Man as its yardstick to determine whether or not a subject 
It will continue to deplore any effort to 
forbid it or the American people freedom of choice on the screens 
It will continue its self regulation to make certain 
that honesty may be achieved without offense. It will, without 
stint, bend its best efforts to laughter and thought, putting no 
man above another, though he be white or black, Christian or 
Jew. It will resist, together with all thinking men, any regulation 
that makes it slave to a minority; it will cooperate with all men 
It is the servant of a hundred and 
| fifty million; it will be no tribune for the few as against the many. 
The screen belongs to the free peoples of the world; we shall guard 
Producer, exhibitor, actor, technician, dis- 
writer, theatre owner, director—above all, in 


It was actually 


It 


this we 





last week, to hear the reports from 





the constituent groups. If all give 
their approval, a permanent public 
relations organizations will be set 
up. At that time the matter of a | 
budget—which hasn’t even been | 
touched on as yet—will have to be | Chicago, Sept. 6. 
considered. Undoubtedly that will Following is a resume of the 
require another return trip by the resolutions prepared by subcom- 
delegates to their boards or mem- | mittees and unanimously adopted 
berships before they can authorize at the all-industry public relations 
any contribution to the upkeep of conference here last week: 

the p.r. organization. General Public Relations 


While the meeting in Chiadopted| 1. Credo of industry policy as 
a rule that any action there or by set down by Leonard Spigelgass, 
any continuing committee must culminating in a resolution that 
have the unanimous approval of the 4 — policy-making body be 

nine original participating groups, S€t Up. — 
failure of any of the constituent 2. Endorsement of activities of 
bodies to agree to all the resolu- Hollywood's Motion Picture Indus- 
tions adopted—or even to the very try Council and seems ae to 
: ay & ~. the conference that ‘we implement 
idea of @ permanent pt. setup 5 and support MPIC's work to the 
Sf differences a he washed out fullest possible extent. This — 
2 > as a 4 - 7. h y “O ” t » t e 

at the Washington conclave, it is lowed a lengthy report by 


: : : council’s Art Arthur—first time 
likely the others will carry on with- most of those present knew what 
out the dissenting group. 


the organization was —- . 

| 3. Recommendations that when 
| Conference Commnttios the ‘‘actual and working public re- 

The Conference Committee is lations committee” is appointed, 
the title given to what was known after Nov. 1, 
in Chi as first the coordinating ther analyze suggestions and ma- 
and then the planning committee. t@rial arising from the conference. 
It consisted of one rep of each of | Better Boxoffice 
the nine participating groups and| 1. Adoption of plan to promote 
was the masterminding body that a contest in which the public would 
planned the agenda and exercised vote for the best picture four times 
overall supervision. Its members ® Year. - ie 
are Depinet for the Motion Picture _ 2, Adoption of a slogan, tied in 
Assn. of America, William L. Ains- | With advertising and promotional 
worth, Allied States exhib associa- 2¢Uvity, with following suggestions 
tion; Max A. Cohenr New York In- _—: eteteeed te bp an 
dependent Theatre Owners Assn.; “The Movies A Three-Bour Heli: 
Leo Brecher, Metropolitan Motion gay”: and “The Movies—A Family 
Picture Theatres Assn.; Roy Holiday.” 
Brewer, Motion Picture Industry; 3. Pians to encourage greater 
Council of Hollywood; H. V. use of theatre institutional adver- 
Harvey, PCCITO; Robert J. Rubin, tising—also that film companies 
Society of Independent Motion Pic- devote a portion of all future press 
ture Producers; Gael Sullivan, The- books to'suggested institutional ads 
atre Owners of America, and Abel that can be adopted for use by ali 
Green, editor of Varretry, for the theatres. 
trade press publishers. 4. Inauguration in all areas of 

promotional and exploitation cam- 





Everything Jake at the Drake 


By ABEL GREEN 





It’s generally agreed that every- 
thing was jake at the Hotel Drake 
during the Chi two-day powwow on 
Public Relations last week. The 
55 present may well be an historic 
group. 

"Twas Dixie Day at the Drake, 
foo, what with Y. Frank Freeman, 
Abram S. Mvers, ex-Gov. Ellie 
Arnall and Francis S. Harmon 
you-allin’ all over the joint. They 
give out with pleasant-sounding 
palaver, but none disputes the 
punch of their points. 

Bob O'Donnell, big man from 
the southwest, was shilling for any- 
thing and everything from deep in 
the heart of Texas. But mostly for 
the Variety Clubs of America. The 
new Mrs. O’D was also present. 

H. V. (Rotus) Harvey, prez of 
the Pacific Coast Conference of 
Independent Theatre Owners, con- 
fesses that his original billing is 
Herotus Volney, and in deference 
to his mom’s letter-writing he must 
check in under the H. V.—but no- 
body else would know him under 
any handle but Rotus. 

National Allied States’ Bill Ains- 
worth is an amateur magico. 

Leo Brecher, as rep for the Met- 


_ropolitan Metion Picture Theatre 


paigns such as those being planned 
and currently used in Baltimore. 
in the Iowa-Nebraska territory, and 
in Arkansas area. It was further 
recommended that details of these 
plans he disseminated to theatre- 
men and their organizations. 
Owners ‘of New York), admits it’s. 5. Proposal to hold non-commer- 
a tall order for the owner of the cial screenings of pictures in small 
Plaza (midtown), the Apollo (Har- Cities and towns, inaugurated by 
lem) and some other Harlem pix Lo°w’s. These will be continued 
houses, to act also for RKO, Loew's 4nd expanded by all companies, 
and Radio City Music Hall, which 0t only because they stimulate 
fall under the orbit of the MMPTA. Oxoffice interest in pictures but 
Max A. Cohen, chief barker of because they afford an oportunity 
the new N. Y. Variety Tent, repped to present to the clergy, press, 
the IMPTOA in the Conference radio and important civic and edu- 
Council. Also seemed to breaking — leaders the industry's plus 
in some new material for future)” 
public appearances. Good light 
touch amidst all the CC serious- 
ness. Harry Brandt, prez 





Intra-Industry 
1. Establishment of a permanent 
intra-industry relations committee 


, of for the purpose of alerting differ- 
IMPTOA ‘Cohen is chairman of ent segments to events cao faogan oi 


A committee), was the industry public relations-wise; 
rt y for his unusually quiet to coordinate activities of various 
mien. Zroups and achieve maximum re- 
The PR “roundtable” was actual- su'ts. 
ly a long table, the length of a 2. Activation of a plan by means 
miniature ballroom. of which every person who makes 
_ Schenck and Skouras his living from this industry can 
Nick Schenck’s and 
Skouras’ appearance, first and Of the business. 
second days, lent added substance. CUSS¢d the “Finneran Plan” at 
Barney Balaban, who got in from leneth and was of the oninion it 
Europe Tuesday (30) night, wired W@S unworkable. However it rec- 
Ned Depinet an offcial communique OM™MENded that an intra-industry 
which was read on the Wednesday (’M™'ttee, be organized for the 
final) session. ‘ —- of evolving a program that 
Spyros Skouras suggested and tare laden smtire mation pie- 


; : ture industrv. 
(Continued on page 21) ' 3. Reenenition by all component 


that this group fur- | 


Spyros become an advocator and vrotector | 
Committee dis- | 


Results of Chi P.R. Powwow 


elements of the industry that each 
has an inviolate obligation to up- 
hold the best interests of the busi- 
ness, both in personal and pro- 
fessional conduct, and ‘an obliga- 
tion to the public we serve.” This 
would be embodied in an “oath of 
allegiance,” which might be: “T 
recognize that there is imposed 
upon me a trust to use my best ef- 
forts at all times to work for the 
best interests of my industry, and 
of the public’’—or “I recognize that 
there has been entrusted to me 
by the mothers, fathers and fami- 
lies of all nations an inviolate trust, 
and I promise and pledge to them 
that I will not suffer myself to do 
anything to violate the confidence 
that they have placed in me.” It 
was suggested that when the “oath” 
or “slogan” is adopted, it be in- 
corporated in the form of a volun- 
tary pledge to fit any and all situa- 
tions. 
Producer-Exhib Probiems 


4. Attendance at local exhibitor 
conventions by production execs 
with more regularity, in order to 
bring about better understanding 
of mutual problems confronting 
both production and exhibition. 

5. Instructions to publicity staffs 
by film company execs to align 
their thinking from a public rela- 
tions standpoint with principles 
adopted by this meeting. 

6. Encouragement of Hollywood 
stars to make more personal ap- 
pearances in behalf of the industry. 


Taxation 
1. Recommendation that the Mo- 
tion Picture Industry Council, 


speaking for the Screen Writers 
Guild, Screen Actors Guild and 
Screen Directors Guild, “be called 
upon to lend its services and those 
of its important, talented and ad- 
mired members to present the case 
against the admission tax, graphic- 
ally and dramatically, on the 
screens of our nation, and by way 
of personal appearances, so_ that 
need for and justice behind re- 
scinding of the tax may be brought 
home effectively to the theatre 
patron and by him to his represen- 
tatives and senators.” 

2. Same media should be further 
utilized to prevent the tmposition 
of taxes at state and local levels 
now and in the mad rush which 
may occur along the same lines 
when, as and if the Federal taxes 
are rescinded. 

Research 

1. Incorporation of a research 
provram as an integral and vital 
part of any public relation’ pro 
gram approved by the conference. 

2. Use of initial research 
projects as a blueprint for public 
relations action, with periodic 
check-ups to be made to measure 


the effectiveness of activities in 
this field and to guide future 
decisions. 





Ladd in ‘Navy’ 


Hollywood, Sept. 6. 
Paramount assigned Alan Ladd 
to the top role in “Wings of the 
Navy,” a tale of jet planes to be 

produced by Robert Fellows. | 
John Farrow will direct, starting 
this week with location shots on a 
carrier in Naval maneuvers off San 


_ Francisco. 
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P.R. IS BUSTIN’ OUT ALL OVER 





Mass Preems Scramble Clearances tit 
As Suburbans Cop First-Run Dates. 


Virtual elimination of the tradi-+ 
tional pattern of clearances which | 
Universal has brought about by its | 
date film | 


system of mass day-an* 
preems in various locales is behind 
the current hinterland tour of U’s 
sales cabinet, 
tion veepee William J. Scuily. Be- 
cause the saturation preems have 
caused a number of beefs from 
first-run exhibs, Scully and his 
aides will huddle with theatre ops 
in the key cities and iron out clear- 
ance wrinkles. 

Sales topper; his ass’t general 
sales manager A. J. O’Keefe; E. T. 
Gomersall, another aide, and divi- 
sion managers Fred Meyers, F. J. A. 
McCarthy and C. J. Feldman took 
to the road over the weekend for 
an intensive swing through the 
country. Mass trip is billed as a 
reexamination of the sales policy, 
first inaugurated several years 
back, which gives branch managers 
discretion in fixing rental terms ir 
their areas. 

Large-scale use of area openings 


which U has hit upon as the fastest | 
way of picking up big revenues has | 


involved the promotion of suburban 
and small-town houses to first-run 


with theatres in bigger situations | 


that generally hold down the open- 
ing spot alone. Some of these 
latter houses have been squawking 
because of the resultant scrambled 
clearances. 


With U’s sales toppers on hand, 
decisions will be made as where the 
company should go easy on the 
mass openers. It is conceded that 
exceptions will be made but that 
the system, nonetheless, will be 
maintained without letup in most 
spots. 

As part of the tour, company’s 
diswibution biggies will study local 
conditions to determine if any 
changes are required in the terms 
set by exchange and district man- 
agers. In this regard, Scully 
stressed before shoving off that 
“ever changing market conditions, 
particularly in relation to sectional 
preferances for certain types of 
pictures, demand frequent analy- 
sis. 

Scully, along with Meyers, is 
hitting Boston, Albany, Buffalo, 
Cleveland, Pittsburgh, Philadel- 
phia, Washington and New York. 
O'Keefe will take in the Coast ex- 


changes plus Denver and Salt Lake | 


City. Gomersall’s trek includes 


Indianapolis, Cincinnati, Charlotte, | 


Atlanta and Kansas City. 

McCarthy hits Dallas, New Or-| 
leans, Memphis, Oklahoma City 
and. St. Louis. Feldman is sched- 


uled for Chicago, Detroit, Milwau- | 


kee, Minneapolis, Des Moines and 
Omaha. 


PANTAGES SITE OF 





"49 OSCAR DERBY 


Hollywood, Sept. 6. 
Next year’s Oscar Derby will be 
run in the RKO Pantages, one of 
the bigger theatres on Hollywood 
Boulevard, only a few steps from 
Vine street. Announcement was 
made by Charles Brackett, presi- 
dent of the Motion Picture 

Academy or Arts and Sciences. 
Last year’s Derby was run in the 
Academy’s own theatre, a small 
Ous~ and drew a lot of criticism 


from Academy members who could 
not get in. 


Pickford and Goldwyn 
Both Bid for Studio 


Hollywood, Sept. 6. 

Samuel Goldwyn and Mary Pick- 
ord reportedly have both put in 
bids for the Goldwyn studio prop- 
erty. They are partners in its own- 
ership, but Goldwyn has used it 
under lease for a number of years. 

Unable to come to terms for con- 
tinuation of the present setup, pair 
went to court. Judge Paul Nourse 
ordered property sold by Aug. 31, 
setting minimum price of $1,500,- 
000, although property is said to 
be valued at about $2,500,000. De- 
Spite fact court deadline has 


= there has been no action as 





headed by distribu- | 





Small the Winnah 


Hollywood, Sept. 6. 

With the rest of the world 
bristling with war talk, it looks 
like a treaty of peace between 
Edwa:d Small and Jan Grippo, 
two producers who have been 
threatening to produce the life 
of Rudolph Valentino. To date 
they have held two meetings 
and may reach an accord some 
time this week. It looks as if 
Rudolph will be memorialized 
by one picture, produced by 
Small, who has been warming 
up for 12 years. 

For a time Small, Grippo, 
and 20th-Fox were on the 
pitching mound with the same 
theme. 








Too Soon to Rate 
Charge-It’ Pix 


Walter Reade’s experiment in 
opening charge accounts for auto- 
mobile patrons at his Woodbridge, 
N. J., drive-in took off to a tepid 
start Friday (2). Response for the 
first few days was slow with only 
about a dozen books issued on re- 
quest. Announcement of the novel 
plan broke last week with consid- 
erable fanfare in both trade and 
the daily press. 

While Reade officials admit that 
first returns are disappointing, 
they believe it is too early to judge 
final results. Big local publicity 
was given to the pay-later, see-the- 
pic-now, scheme over the weekend 
and a boost in requests is expected 
within the next few days. Reade 
circuit has had 1,000 credit books 
printed and think the supply will 
be exhausted ultimately. 

Under the credit plan, originally 
suggested by the King brothers in 
Hollywood, rating of the patron is 


established by identification, either | 


through his social security card or 
driver’s license. System is on a 
basis of trust w.th no eredit dept. 
or billing maintained. If success- 
ful, it will be extended to Reade’s 
three other ozoners. 

Book includes 40 admissions and 


the customer is expected to pay all | 


or part of his owings before an- 
| other book is issued. 





Big Cleve. Preem For 


Film on the Indians 


| Cleveland, Sept. 6. 

| Walter Colmes and _ Herbert 
Kline of Republic studios planed 
‘in with three principal players of | 
“Kid From Cleveland,” filmed | 
here this summer, for its national 
'premiere at Loew’s Stillman last | 
Friday which set a new open- 


(2), 


ing day attendance record for the | 


house. 

Colmes, 
about juvenile delinquency and 
Cleveland Indians’ championship 
baseball team, and director Kline 
were accompanied by young Rusty 
Tamblyn, who has title role; Lynn 
Bari and George Brent, who are 
starred. 

Hollywood visitors were almost 
overshacowed in the kleig-lighted 
lobby reception by Bill Veeck and 


his Indians, who take roles of 
Tambly’s ‘30 godfathers.” On 
their arrival they were almost 
knocked off their feet by mobs 
of baseball fans, who formed 
block-long lines to boxoffice all 
day. 





Schary Back; Starting 6 


Hollywood, Sept. 6. 

Dore Schary returned to his post 
as production chief at Metro after 
a five-week vacation and gave the 
green light to six pictures slated 
to start during September. 

Films are ‘““You’'re Only Young 
Twice,” on location in New Jersey. 
“A Life of Her Own,” “Annie Get 
Your Gun,” ‘“‘The Reformer and 
the Redhead,” “Mystery Street” 
jand “Visa.” 


who produced drama | 


BS LAUNCH 
HIVES LOCAL 


| Industry's public relations drive | 
is being paced by a spate of grass 
roots campaigns springing up in 
various sectors of the country. 
While the all-industry program is 
taking rapid shape following the 
i; recent Chicago meet, four local 
| 8reuys are launching separate 
| campaigns to build film attendance 
during the fall. Exhib drumbeat- 
ing is set for Baltimore, Arkansas, 
the Iowa-Nebraska territory 
the Kansas-Missouri sector. 
Movement has the blessings 
| the all-industry group which pro- 
poses similar promotional and ex- 
| ploitation campaign in every area 
{in the country. Aiming to spread 
the practice, details of these plans 
are being disseminated to exhibs in 
other territories. Better Boxoffice 
subcommittee at the industry p.r. 
meet recommended both the local 
promotional fanfaring and an ex- 
tension of non-commercial screen- 
ings to clergy, press, radio and 
civic leaders along the lines being 
pushed by the Loew’s chain. 











of 








and 


Typifying the other campaigns 
is that kicking off in Baltimore, 
Friday (11). Plan was originally 
conceived by Joseph Walderman, 
member of the Motion Picture 
Theatre Owners of Maryland. 
Calling on newspapers, radio, 


street car cards and billboards to 
fire the opening guns, exhib group 
will aim at housewives, children 
couples—on-a-date and the work- 
|ing man. Housewife ad, as an in- 
_stance, shows the frau doing her 
customary chores and winds with 
the slogan: “After a day of this, 
betcha she’d love the movies to- 
night.” 
10c. Per Seat Assessment 

Some 115 theatres of the 126 in 
the area are putting up the kitty 
through a 10c per seat assess- 
ment. Minimum of $15,000 will be 
spent in the first cooperative cam- 
| paign in the city. The plan to sell 
the public on films as a relaxation 
will run for four-to-five months. 

Equally ambitious, self-financed 
program is under way in Arkansas 
sparked by the Independent Thea- 
tre Owne © of Arkansxs. Running 
for six ' s from Aug. 21, pro- 
|gram includes a parade through 


Little Rock; world preem on a film | 


/in the same town; informal film 
‘forums in a nuinber of towns; and 
running of a festival of pre-release 
features. 

Distribs are collabbing via the 
early release of some big pix in 
the territory. Playing of at least 
one reel of the Motion Picture 
Assn. of America’s p.r. series of 
shorts, “The Movies and You” in 
| all theatres is part of the scheme. 
Idea of the campaign, according to 

(Continued on page 22) 


HAROLD RUSSELL NOW 
COMMANDS AMVETS 


| 
| Des Moines, Sept. 6. 

Harold Russell, armless vet who 
played one of the leads in Samuel 
Goldwyn’s “Best Years of Our 
Lives,” was elected national com- 
mander of the American Veterans 
(Amvets) of World War II at its 
convention here. Russell was 
elected on the second ballot in a 
four-way race. 

Russell had recently been tour- 
ing as a speaker for the Anti- 
Defamation League and other lib- 
eral organizations. 


NLRB Orders Vote Count 
Tn Hollywood Election 


| Hollywood, Sept. 6. 


National Labor Relations Board 
ordered a counting of the long- 
shelved votes cast last spring in 
the bargaining election between 
IATSE and the Set Decorators Lo- 
cal 1421. Taliying had been de- 
layed because all the votes had 
been challenged. 

In three other ballots the Labo- 
ratory Technicians, Local 683, the 
Costumers, Local 750, and Sound, 
| Local 695, voted heavily for con- 
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U.S. for B.O. 
U. S. government, which 
has “G-Men,” ‘“‘T-Men,” postal 


inspectors and a large variety 
of its other aides as raw mate- 
rial for films, appears to be a 
never-ending source. 

Two new types of Uncle Sam's 
helpers cropped up as poten- 
tial grist for Hollywood in title 
registrations made during the 
past week. Warner Bros. laid 
claim to the labels “‘The Cen- 
sus Man” and ‘““The Census 
Taker,” while John’ Beck 
staked out “Income Tax Col- 
iector:” = *"" Income Tax 
Man” “The Tax Collec- 
tor,. 


No Flooding Pix 
Market in Reich 


Top American film 
with the exception of United Art- 
ists, Columbia and Universal, have 
adopted a voluntary ceiling on the 
number of films they'll export to 
Germany during 1950. Each has 
agreed that it won't send in more 
than 15 pix in order to avoid flood- 
ing the market. It was this fear of 
flooding and forcing down prices 
that was the principal deterrent to 
the distribs’ decision to abolish co- 
op selling via the Motion Picture 


and 





companies, 


Export Assn. after Jan. 1 and go 
into selling by individual com- 
| panies. 

They have also decided to ask 
the Economic Cooperation Admin- 
istration for convertibility of Ger- 


man marks up to $15,000 per pic- 
ture, out of the approximately $2,- 
000,000 which ECA is allotting for 
films under its appropriation for 
American mass media being dis- 
tributed in the Reich. That would 
mean a maximum potential—based 
on 15 pix at $15,000 per pic—of 
$225,000 for each company from 
Germany in 1950. 

The $15,000 figure goes beyond 
actual out-of-pocket expenses in 


/ on 


y For Booths, Etc.; Panis Lineup Set 


Theatre Owners of America’s 
Los Angeles convention throws its 
doors open Monday (12) assured 
that there will be no deficit for 
later mop-up. Convention com- 
mittee, headed by Charles P. 
Skouras, National Theatres chief, 
has chalked up $33,000 in receipts 
booths and concessions at the 
present point With 67 display 
counters already peddled, the na- 
tional meet now looks like a gilt- 


| edged security. 


Skouras has taken a_ personal 
hand in the coin-raising On his 
insistence, the tab on booths was 
upped from the $200—$300 figure 


being mulled by TOA exces to 
| $500. To convince the doubters 
that the price was right, Skouras 


picked up the telephone to make 
the first sale on his own. 

Aside from the important 
angle, the exhibs’ powwow shapes 
as the biggest yet sprung by TOA. 
Over 500 guests are now registered 
with a sizable turnout expected in 
addition from the studios. Agenda 
will cut across: almost all industry 
problems since reports will be 
made on television; 16m competi- 
tion; national legislation; state and 
local taxation; publie relations; 
distrib - exhib relations; conces- 
sions; equipment and accessories; 
anti-trust; drive-ins. 

Topping off the program is an 
all-star talent show on the closing 
night (Thurs.) which Joe Paster- 
nak, Metro producer, is directing 


fiseal 


and producing. Secretary of De- 
fense Louis A. Johnson will be 
principal speaker at this affair. 
Another cabinet member, Secre- 


tary of Commerce Charles Sawyer, 
will hold forth at a luncheon on 
Wednesday (14). 

Motion Picture Producers Assn. 
dinner will follow the luncheon 
with Y. Frank Freeman, chairman 
of the group, presiding. Eric 
Johnston, Motion Picture Assn. of 
America’s prez, is slated as princi- 
pal speaker, with three producers 
and three exhibs set to share the 


} podium with him. 


preparing a German version and | 


making prints of films, which has 


the government in the past. New 
figure includes an allowance for 
a portion of the negative cost. In 
any case, however, 
than what the companies figure is 
a fair German pro rata of negative 
cost to world income and less than 
complete convertibility of earnings 
in Germany. 

John G. McCarthy, managing di- 
rector of the international division 
of the Motion Picture Assn. of 
America, heads for Washington to- 
day (Wednesday) and will be in 


| consultation with ECA officials for 


the rest of the week on the allot- 
ment to the film industry. 





| Director De Sica Back 
Before Lens in Rome Pic | 


Venice, Sept. 1. 

Vittoric De Sica, Italian director 
who gave up acting to direct ‘‘Shoe- 
shine” and his latest success, “Bi- 
cycle Thieves,” has returned to the 
screen for the lead in “Tomorrow 
Is Too Late,” a pie on adolescent 
love directed by Leonide Moguy 
and produced by Amato-Rizzoli in 
Rome. Costarring are Gabrielle 
Doziat, French legit star, and Lois 
Maxwell. 

De Sica said that work on his 
next film, “‘Toto il Buono,” to be 
shot in Milan and produced by 
PDS-Enic, won’t start until Octo- 
ber, as he’s had trouble locating 
special effects technicians and 
equipment needed for the pic, 
which he’s scripted together with 
Cesare Zavattini (who wrote “Bicy- 
cle Thieves’). Next May, De Sica 
goes to London to direct ‘“‘Umberto 
D.,” also written by Zavattini. 
Barry Fitzgerald is being sought 
for the lead. De Sica intended to 
fly to U. S. for preem of “Thieves,” 
which will be released by Mayer- 
Burstyn, but feels commitments 
will keep him from making trip. 


it will be less | 


} 


Convention will undoubtedly 
ratify the proposal for a perma- 
nent all-industry public relations 
setup made in Chicago. It is ex- 
pected to tap Gael Sullivan, TOA 
exec director, for the job of new 


: Si I ; 
been the limit of compensation by | president of the group 





RKO UNDAUNTED BY 
BRODERICK SCANDAL 


Hollywood, Sept. 6. 


Story of Johnny Broderick’s ca- 
reer as a Broadway cop will be 
filmed by RKO regardless of the 
recent publicity that he was forced 
to retire. Picture will be made 
with Rovert Ryan playing the 
Broderick role. Official statement 
from RKO was: “We are going 


ahead with the picture. The Amer- 


ican public is always with the un- 
derdog, and this will probably turn 
out to be another political battle 
in Tammany Hall.” 

Story of Broderick’s life was 
sold for $75,000 to RKO through 
Paul Small early in 1948 when Dore 
Schary was the top producer on 
that lot. It was originally assigned 
to Herman J. Mankiewicz as pro- 
ducer, but later shelved. 

Production chore was recently 
inherited by Alex Gottlieb, with 
Robert Andrews doing-the screen- 
play. Contract called for «PT addi- 
tional $30,000 to Broderick for 
functioning as technical stim 


Skouras to Get Cal. 
, State Fair Award 


Sacramento, Sept. 6. 

State Fair will pre- 
Bear award this 
year to Charles P. Skouras for his 
services to humanity, particularly 
in the field of inter-racial activi- 
ties. 

Prize is awarded annually to an 
outstanding theatrical personality 
who has brought renown to the 


California 
sent its Golden 


| State of California. 
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New Pix Up L.A.; ‘Heat’ Sultry $52,000, 
Vande Policy Tilts ‘Tale’ Wham 326, 


‘Stable’ Lush 


64G, ‘Living’ Fast 406 





. 


Los Angeles, Sept. 
is 


Long Labor Day weekend 
bringing real cheer to a majority | 
of firstruns here this session, with | 
grosses upped by holiday trade | 
despite favorable outdoor weather. | 
“Come to Stable” bowed big, and | 
is shooting for lush $64,000 in four 
heatres. 

“White Heat” shapes sock $52, 
000 in three Warner houses. “Easy 
Living” is heading for strong $40,- 
000. two spots. “Good Old Summer- 
time” looks pleasing but not big 
at $44.000 in three sites. “Meet 
Killer” is moderate $24,000, four 
locations. 

“Covage Splendor” is okay $24,-| 
000 in five houses. Second frame | 
of “Rope of Sand” is pleasing 
$27.000 in two Par theatres. 

Orpheum’s new policy of four- 
a-day with eight vaude acts with 
“Canterbury Tale” looks smash 
$32,000, with holdovers every show 
since opening day last Wednesday 
(31), 

Estimates for This Week , 

Beverly Hills, Downtown, Hawaii, 
Hollywood Musie Halls (Prin-Cor) 
(834: 902: 1,106; 512; 55-$1)— 
“Black Magic” (UA) (3d wk). 
Okay $15.500 in 6 days. Last week, 
nice $21,300. 

Chinese, Loew’s State, Loyola, 
Uptown (FWC) (2.048; 2,404: 1.248; 
1.791: 60-$1)—“Come to Stable’ 
(20th) and “House Across Street” 
(WB). Lush $64,000. Last week, 
“Male War Bride” (20th) (2d wk- 
9 davs), solid $57,000. 

Downtown, Hollywood, Wiltern 
(WB) (1.757: 2,756; 2,344; 60-$1)— 
“White Heat” (WB). Sock $52,000. 
Last week, “It’s Great Feeling” 
(WB) (2d wk), $23,500. 

Egyptian, Los Angeles, Wilshire 
(FWC) (1,538; 2,097; 2,296; 60-$1)— 
“Good Old Summertime” (M-G). 
Neat $44,000. Last week, ‘Great 
Sinner” (M-G) (8 days), $35,000. 

Million Dollar, Belmont, El Rey, 
Iris, Culver (D’town-FWC) (2,093; 
1.532; 861: 828; 1,145; 60-$1)— 
“Savage Splendor” (RKO) and 
“Stagecoach Kid’ (RKO). Okay 
$24,000. Last week, ‘‘Roughshod” 
(RKO) and “Against Wind” (EL), 
$10,200, plus $9,300 at Orpheum 
but minus Million Dollar theatre. 

Pantages, Hillstreet (RKO) (2,- 
812: 2,890; 50-$1)—‘‘Easy Living” 
(RKO) and “Follow Me Quietly” 
(RKO). Smooth $40,000. Last 
week, “Anna Lucasta”’ (Col) and 
“Blondie Hits Jackpot” (Col) (10 
days), $31,000. 

United Artists, Ritz. Studio City, 
Vogue (UA-FWC) (2,100; 1,370; 880; 
885; 60-$1)—‘‘Abbott-Costello Meet 
the Killer” (U) and “Counter- 
punch” (Mono). Fairish $24,000. 
Last week, “Johnny Stool Pigeon” 
(U) and “Forgotten Women” 
(Mono) (11 days), fine $39,500. 

Los Angeies, Hollywood Para- 
mounts (F&M) (3,398; 1.451; 60-$1) 
—'‘‘Rope of Sand” (Par) and “Down 
Dakota Way” (Rep) (LA only) (2d 
wk). Robust $27,000. Last week, 
$34,500. 

Fine Arts (FWC) 
$2.40) — “Red Shoes” 
wk). About $5,000. 
$4,400. 

Four Star (UA-FWC) (900; 74- 


(679; $1.20- 
(EL) (36th 
Last week, oke 


$1) — “Lost Boundaries” (FC) (5th | 


wk). Smart $6,000. Last week, | 
$5,000. 
Laurel (Rosener) (890; 85) — 


“Quartet” (EL) (15th wk). 

to $2,500. Last week, $2,900. 
Orpheum (D’town) (2,210; 50-95) 

— “A Canterbury Tale” (EL) (2d 


Down 


run) plus new vaude policy of eight | 


acts, headed by Wiere Bros. Smash 
$32,000. Last week, “Savage Splen- 
dor” (RKO) and “Stagecoach Kid” 
(RKO), $9,300. 


‘Stable’ Trim $16,000, 
Prov.; ‘Sinner’ $19,000 


Providence, Sept. 6. 

Despite the holiday weekend 
there isn’t an outstanding grosser 
here currently. Strictly average 
with most people taking advantage 
of the traditional outing. Loew’s 
State is fairly good with “Great 
Sinner.” Fairly big opening play 
was given Strand’s ‘Rope of Sand” 
and RKO Albee’s “Easy Living.” 
“Come to Stable” looms nice at Ma- 
Jestic. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (2,200; 44-65)— 
“Easy Living” (RKO) and ‘Make 
Mine Laughs” (RKO). Opened 
Monday (5). Last week, “Lost 
Boundaries” (FC) and “Hold That 
Baby” (Mono) (3d wk), nice $9,500 
in 5 days. 

Fay’s (Fay) (1,400; 44-65)— 
“Riders of Whistling Pines” (Rep) 

(Continued on page 20) 
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Broadway Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
This Week $797,200 
Based on 18 theatres) 
Last Year $752,000 
(Based on 15 theatres.) 





Bride Best Bet 
In Seattle, $15,009 


Seattle, Sept. 6. 

Standout this week looks like “I 
Was Male War Bride,” great at 
Fifth Avenue. “Blue Lagoon” and 
“Lost Boundaries” loom as the 
other top newcomers, both being 
sturdy. “Great Gatsby” and “Rope 
of Sand” also shape as oKay. 

Estimates for This Week 

Coliseum (H-E) (1,877; 50-84)— 
“Blue Lagoon” (U) and “Far Fron- 
tier” (Rep). Nice $8,000 or over. 
Last week, “Joe Young” (RKO) and 
“Make Mine Laughs” (RKO) (2d 
wk-5 days), $5,100. 

Fifth Avenue (H-E) (2,349; 50-84) 
—‘‘Was Male War Bride” (20th) and 
“Follow Me Quietly” (RKO). Great 
$15,000 or near. Last week, “Secret 
Garden” (M-G) and “Grand Can- 
yon” (SG), dim $5,500. 

Liberty (Theatres, Inc.) (1,650; 
50-84)—“Great Gatsby” (Par) and 
“Air Hostess” (Col). Fancy $9,000. 
Last week, “Doolins Oklahoma’”’ 
(Col) (2d wk), oke $6,700. 

Music Box (H-E) (850; 50-84) 
“Silver Lining’ (WB) and “One 
Last Fling’ (WB) (6th wk). Oke 
$3,500 after nifty $3,600 last stanza. 

Music Hall (H-E) (2,200; 50-84)— 
“Lost Boundaries” (FC) and “Cali- 
fornia Straight Ahead” (FC). Big 
$11,000. Last week, ‘‘Great Sinner” 
(M-G) and “Louisiana Story” (In- 
die) (2d wk), fair $5,500. 

Orpheum (H-E) (2,600; 50-84)— 
“Great Feeling” (WB) and ‘“Post- 
office Investigator” (Rep) (2d wk). 
Solid $7,500 after great $12,500 
opener. 

Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 40-65) 
—'‘‘Home of Brave” (UA) (2d run) 
plus Shaw & Lee “Crazy Show of 
*49” onstage. Stage layout a big 
help in landing sturdy $7,000. Last 
week, ‘‘Late for Tears” (UA) and 
“Green Premises” (RKO) (2d runs) 
plus siage, $4,500. 

Paramount (H-E) (3,032; 50-84)— 
“Rope of Sand” (Par) and ‘Jackpot 
Jitters” (Mono). Trim $11,000. Last 
week, “Once More, My Darling” 
(U) and “Mysterious Desperado” 
'(RKO), $6.900 in 8 days. 

Roosevelt (Sterling) (800; 50-84) 
—‘Wizard of Oz” (M-G) (reissue) 
(2d wk). Holding up to fine $4,000 
afler great $7,000 last week. 











‘Darling’-Damone Loud 


$27,000 in Okay Wash. 


| 

Washington, Sept. 6. 
With holiday visitors likely to 

offset departures, town looks for 

fairly good biz this week. “Come 

to Stable” not doing nearly as well 

as hoped at Palace. Cagney’s 


“White Heat” started off nicely at. 


Warner. 
Estimates for This Week 

Capitol (Loew’s) (2.434; 44-85) — 
“Once More Darling” (U) plus 
/vaude. Popularity of Vie Damone, 
, topping stageshow, promises okay 
| $27,000. Last week, “Secret Gar- 
/den” (M-G) with local “Going Na- 
' tive” revue, neat $26,000. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,939; 44-80)— 
“Yes Sir, That’s My Baby” (U). 
Opened Sunday (4). Last week, 
“Mighty Joe Young” (RKO), sock 
$15,000. 

Metropolitan (WB) (1,163: 44-80) 
—‘“Great Feeling’ (WB) (2d run). 
Good $7,000. Last week, “Cover 
Girl” and “Never Lovelier” (Col) 
(reissues), nice $8,000. 

Palace (Loew's) (2,370: 44-74)— 
“Come to Stable” (20th). Disap- 
pointing $19,000, very routine for 
this week. Last week, “Bovary” (M- 
G) (2d wk), fair $14,000. 

Piayhouse ‘Lopert) (432: 50-85)— 
“Girl in Painting’ (U) (2d wk). 
Good $6,000 after $6,200 opening 
week. 

Warner (WB) (2,164: 44-74) — 
“White Heat’ (WB). Nice $20.000 
Last week, “Anna Lucasta” (Col), 
less than expected at $16,000. 
Trans-Lux (T-L) (654: 44-89)— 
“Reign of Terror’ (EL). Fancy $8- 
000. Last week, “!lome of Brave” 
(UA) (4th wk), $4,200, 


‘Daughter’ $22,000, Mont 


Montreal, Sept. 6. | 

With all deluxers featuring new | 
entries biz is soaring this round. 
Personal appearance by Corinne 
Calvet in connection with Cana- 
dian opening of “Rope of Sand” at 
Palace last Friday (2) sparked trade 
there. “Neptune’s Daughter” 
shapes topper, with big round at 
Loew’s. , 

Estimates for This Week 

Loew's (C.T.) (2,855; 40-65)— 
“Neptune’s Daughter” (M-G). Big 
$22,000. Last week, “You’re My 
Everything” (20th) (2d wk), $14,- 
000. 

Capitol (C.T.) (2,412; 34-60)— 
“Silver Lining’ (WB). Nice $14,- 
000. Last week, “Lust for Gold” 
(Col) (2d wk), okay $9,500. 

Palace (‘C.T.) (2,625; 34-60) — 
“Rope of Sand” (Par). Fancy $19,- 
000. Last week, “Fan” (20th), good 
$12,500. 

Princess (C.T.) (2,131; 34-60) — 
“Great Gatsby” (Par). Fine $12,- 
000. Last week, “Colorado Terri- 
tory” (WB), $10,500. 

Imperial (C.T.) (1,839; 26-45) — 
“Manhandled” (Par) and “Special 
Agent” (Par). Mild $6,000. Last 
week, “Younger Brothers” (WB) | 
and “Last Fling’ (WB), $7,000. 





| 
; 


Orpheum (C.T.) (1,040; 34-60) — 
“Dan Patch’ (UA) and “Daring 
Caballero” (UA). Oke $5,000. Last 
week, “Black Magic” (UA) and 


“Lone Wolf Lady” (UA) (2d wk), 
$6,000. 





‘Morning’ Top of Town 
In L’ville, $14,000; ‘Heat’ 
Torrid 116, ‘Bovary’ 126 


Louisville, Sept. 6. 
“Top O’ Morning” at Rialto is 
top of the town this week. Crix 
thought it didn’t compare with 


previous Bing Crosby-Barry Fitz- | 


gerald team efforts, but biz is real- 
ly stacking up at the big main 
stem house. “White Heat” at 
Mary Anderson is pulling in Cag- 


ney fans, and biz is socko. ‘“Sud- 
denly It’s Spring” and “Flying 
Deuces” at National, with seven- 


act vaude bill, looks fine. “Madame 
Bovary” shapes okay at State. 
Estimates for This Week 

Mary Anderson (People’s) (1,- 
400; 45-65)—‘‘White Heat” (WB). 
Jimmy Cagney following really 
making their presence felt, and 
torrid $11,000 looms. 
“It’s Great Feeling’ (WB) (2d wk), 
neat $7,000. 

National (Standard) (2,400; 50- 
85)—“‘Flying Deuces” (U) and 
“Suddenly It’s Spring” (Par) (re- 
issues) 
headed by Charioteers. Buxom 
$8,500. Last week, “Mr. Big” (U) 
and ‘Easy Come, Easy Go” (Par) 
(reissues), satisfactory $8,000. 

Rialto ‘Fourth Avenue) (3,000; 
45-65)—"Top O’ Morning” (Par). 
Looks a winner at solid $14,000. 
Last week, “Yes Sir, That’s My 
Baby” (U) and “Incident” (Mono), 
about same, and m.o. to Brown. 

State (Loew’s) (3,000; 45-65)— 
“Madame Bovary” (M-G) and 
“Lone Wolf Lady” (Col).  Satis- 
factory $12,000. Last week, “Anna 


Lucasta” (Col) and “Big Jack” 
_(M-G), nearly as much. 
Strand (FA) (1,000; 45-65)— 


|““Lonesome Pine” (Par) and “Ge- 
ronimo” (Par) (reissues). Satisfy- 
ing $6,500. Last week, “Susanna 
Pass” (Rep) and “Hellfire” (Rep), 
$7,000. 





‘Roseanna’ Real McCoy 
In Buff, Rugged $15,000 


Buffalo, Sept. 6. 


Biz is not too exciting this round. 


but “Roseanna McCoy” looks in for 
solid week at Century. Use of 
Edgar Bergen show onstage of 
Paramount with “Sky Liner” is 
pushing take to big total. 
Estimates for This Week 


Buffalo (Loew) (3,500: 40-70)— | 


“Madame Bovary” (M-G) plus 
“IT. Q.” onstage Fridays. Oke $13.- 
500. Last week, “Great Sinner” 
(M-G), solid $17,000. 

Paramount (Par) (3.400: 40-70)— 
“Sky Liner” (SG) plus Edgar Ber- 
gen onstage. Bergen show ran for 
3 days. Big $16.600. 
“You're My Everything” (20th) 
and “Tuna Clipper” (Mono), $18,- 
500. 

Center (Par) (3,400; 40-70)—"Top | 
O’ Morning” (Par). Okay $9.000 
or near. Last week, shuttered. 

Lafayette (Basil) (3.000: 40-70) — 
“Mr. Soft Touch” (Col) and “Air. 

Tostess” (Col). Nice $13.000 or. 
close. Last week. “Once More, My! 
Darling” (U) and “Tilegal Entry” 
(U). $15.000. 

Century (20th Cent.) (3,000: 40- 
70'—“Roseanna McCoy” (RKO) 
and “Palooka Counter Punch” 
(Mono). Solid $15000 or over. 
Last week, “Make Mine Laughs” 
‘RKO) and “Savage Splendor” 


‘(RKO), $8,500. 


Last week, | 


plus seven-act vaude bill | 


Last week, | 


Fair Hits Det. But 


‘Hurricane’ Fine 


356, Morag’ Hack AG, Lucasta’ 156 





Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
This Week $3,249,000 
(Based on 23 cities, 208 
theatres, chiefly first runs, in- 
cluding N Y.) 
Total Gross Same Week 
Last Year $2,892,000 
(Based on cities and 
195 theatres.) 


Yo 





20 


ung Lusty 156, 


K.C.; Bing Boff 186 


Line-up is strong for holiday 
week, and grosses are considerably 
improved. ‘Top O’ Morning” _at 
Paramount is out in front with 
great session, and certain to go a 
second week, “Great Sinner” is 
not so good at the Midland, but 





| “Mighty Joe Young” shapes big at 
the Missouri. ‘‘Come to the Stable 


looks steady at the Fox-Midwest 
three-house combo. Rainy weather 
over the weekend with holiday 
prices Monday is helping the out- 
look. 

Estimates for This Week 

Esquire (Fox Midwest) (820; 45- 
65)—‘“‘Hangover Square” (20th) and 
“The Lodger” (20th) (reissues). 
Passable $3,000. Last week, “Night 
Unto Night” (WB) and “Anna Kare- 
nina” (20th), about same. 

Kimo (Dickinson) (550; 45-65)— 
“Red Shoes” (EL) (20th wk). Steady 
$2,400. Last week, $2,300. 

Midland (Loew’s) (3,500; 45-65)— 





“Great Sinner’ (M-G) and “Gay 
Amigo” (Col). Mild $15,000. Last 
week, “Black Magic’ (UA) and 


“Law Barbary Coast” (Col), fairish 
$12,000. 
| Missouri (RKO) (2,650; 45-65)— 
“Mighty Joe Young” (RKO) and 
“Make Mine Laughs” (RKO). Big 
$15,000 or over. Last week, “The 
Fountainhead” (WB) (2d wk), $8,- 
500. 

Paramount (Par) (1,900; 45-65)— 
“Top O’ Morning” (Par). Great 
$18,000 for Bing Crosby starrer. 
Holds. Last week, “It’s Great Feel- 


ing” (WB) (2d wk), acceptable 
$9,000. 
Roxy (Durwood) (900; 45-65)— 


“Tarzan Triumphs” (RKO) and 
'“Tarzan’s Desert Mystery” (RKO) 
(reissues). Pleasing $4,500. Last 
week, “Dumbo” (RKO) and ‘Salu- 
dos Amigos’ (RKO) reissues), 
same. 

Tower - Uptown - Fairway (Fox 
Midwest) (2,100; 2,043, 700; 45-65) 
—‘‘Come to Stable” (20th). Opened 
slowly but got going over weekend 
for nifty $15,000. Last week, “Ille- 
gal Entry” (U) and “One False 
Step” (U), $12,000. 


‘Lining’ Terrif $25,000, 
Toronto; ‘Stable’ 1336 


Toronto, Sept. 6. 
_ Despite current Canadian Na- 
| tional Exhibition, the hordes of out- 
| of-towners here are keeping biz on 
Imperial is smash top- 





;even keel. 
/per with “Silver Lining.” “Top O’ 
Morning” at three houses, 


big. 
| Estimates for This Week 
Biltmore (Okun) (929; 35-55)— 
|““Not Wanted” (FC) (3d wk). Still 
‘holding at capacity $8,000 the 
_house record. Last week, same. 
| Capitol, Nortown, Shea’s (FP) 
(1,079, 959, 2,386; 40-76)—“Top O’ 
| Morning” (Par). Big $15,000. Last 
| week, “Big Steal” (RKO), $9,000. 
Downtown, Glendale, Scarboro, 
|State (20th) (1,059, 955, 698, 694: 
35-60)—“Slightly French” (Col) and 
\‘““Lost Tribe” (Col). Light $11,000. 
|Last week, “Purple Heart” (20th) 


and “Guadalcanal Diary” (20th) (re- | 


'issues), $14,000. 

Eglinton, University (FP) (1,080. 
1,556; 40-60)\—“Come to Stable” 
| (20th). Sock $13,500. Last week. 
“Anna Lucasta” (Col) (2d wk). okay 
| $7,500. 

Imperial (FP) (3,373: 40-70) — 
“Silver Lining” (WB). Smash $25,- 
000. Last week, “Mighty Joe 


Young” (RKO), $6,500 in 4 days.. 


Loew's (Loew) (2,096: 40-70)— 
“Stratton Story” (M-G). Healthy 


$12,500. Last week, “Black Magic” | 


(UA), okay $8,500. 

Odeon ‘Rank) (2,096: 35-$1.20)— 
“Perfect Woman” (EL). Smash $17.- 
000. Last week, “Passport Pimlico” 
(EL) ‘2d wk), $10,000. 

Uptown (Loew) (2,743: 40-70)— 
“Abbott-Costello Meet Killer” (U). 
Lusty $10,000. Last week, “Once 
More, Darling” (U), $6,500, 


“ny , and } 
Come To Stable” in two also are | 


, Detroit, Sept. 6. 
| Michigan State Fair is cutting 
'into picture grosses heavily this 
| week. But a rash of new pix is 
| helping keep things above the slow 
| stage. Outstanding are “Slattery’s 
' Hurricane” which is riding the 
crest of big publicity at Fox and 
“Top O’ Morning” at Michigan. 
“Anna Lucasta” also looks okay at 
United Artists. , 
Estimates for This Week 
Fox (Fox-Mich) (5,000; 70-95)— 


“Slattery’s Hurricane” (20th) and 
“Devil’s Henchman” (Col). Fine 
$35,000. Last week, “Lost Boun- 


daries” (FC) (2d wk), $32.000. 

Michigan (United Detroit) (4.000; 
70-95) — “Top O’ Morning” (Par) 
and “House Across Street” (WB), 
Smash $34,000. Last week, “Great 
Feeling” (WB) and “Alimony” (EL) 
(2d wk), big $23,000. 

Palms (UD) (2,900: 70-95) 
“Rope of Sand” (Par) and “Hold 
That Baby” (Mono). Nice $16,000. 
Last week, “Mr. Soft Touch’. (Col) 
and “Lost Tribe” (Rep), $14,000. 


United Artists (UD) (2,000: 70- 
95)—‘‘Anna_ Lucasta”’ (Col). and 
“Kazan” (Col). Oke $15,000. Last 
week, “Black Magic” (UA) and 


“Gay Amigo” (Mono) (2d wk), fine 
$12,000. 


Madison (UD) (1,800: 70-95)-~ 
“Mr. Soft Touch” (Col) and “Lost 
Tribe” (Rep) (transferred from 
Palms). Trim $10,000 for second 
week downtown. Last week, 
“Mighty Joe Young’ (RKO) and 
“Miranda” (EL) big $9,000 for 


third downtown round. 

Adams (Balaban) (1.700; 70-95)— 
“Good Old Summertime” ‘(M-G), 
Oke $10,000. Last week, ‘Calamity 
Jane” (U) and ‘Seal Island” (RKO) 
$7,000. 

Downtown (Balaban) (2,900: 70- 
95) — ‘‘Meet the Killer” (U) and 
“Flaming Fury” (Rep). Mild $9,- 
000. Last week, “Johnny Stool 
Pigeon” (U) (2d wk), $6,500. 


Frisco Spotty; ‘Stable’ 
Fancy $23,000, ‘Living’ 
Nice 15G, ‘Heat’ $24,000 


San Francisco, Sept. 6. 

Holiday biz is on dull side here 
with cloudy skies driving folks out 
of town. “Easy Living,” on one 
of first playdates nationally, looks 
fairly fancy at the Golden Gate 
while “White Heat” is nice at the 
Fox. Outstanding appears to be 
“Come To Stable” with a big week 
at Warfield. “Top ©’ Morning” 
shapes solid at Paramount. 

Estimates for This Week 





Golden Gate (RKO) (2,844; 60- 
85)—“‘Easy Living” (RKO) and 
“Against Wind” (EL). Fancy $15,- 


000 or over. Last week, “Stam- 
pede” (Mono) and “Counterpunch” 
'(Mono), $11,500. 

Fox (FWC) (4,651; 60-95) — 
“White Heat” (WB) and “Lovable 
Cheat” (FC). Nice $24,000. Last 
week, “Scene of Crime” ‘(M-G), 
barely okay $16,000. 

Warfield (FWC) (2.656; 60-85)— 
“Come To Stable” (20th) and “Trail 
Yukon” (Mono). Big $23,000 or 

(Continued on page 20) 


HURRICANE’ WINDY 
$11,500 LEADS PORT. 


Portland, Ore., Sept. 6. 
“Slattery’s Hurricane” is coining 
real money at Orpheum and Orien- 
‘tal this week, being ace newcomer. 
“Reign of Terror’ is mild. Hold- 
overs are doing nicely with “Any 
Number Play” on top. 

Estimates for This Week 

| Broadway (Parker) (1,832; 50- 
85) — “Any Number Play” ‘(M-G) 
(2d wk). Big $9,000. Last week, 
wow $15,000. 

Mayfair (Parker) (1,500; 50-85)— 
'“Brimstone” (Rep) and ‘Trail of 
|Yukon” (Mono). Fair $5,500. Last 
week, “One False Step” ‘U) and 
“One Woman’s Story” ‘U), $4,300. 

Oriental (‘H-E) (2,000; 50-85)— 
“Slattery’s Hurricane” (20th) and 
“Leave to Henry” (Mono), day-date 
with Orpheum. Good $4,000. Last 
week, “Mighty Joe Young” (RKO) 
an. “Make Mine Laughs” (RKO), 
$4,°u0. > 
| Orpheum (H-E) (1,750; 50-85)— 
_“Slattery’s Hurricane” (20th) and 
“Leave to Henry” (Mono), also 
, Oriental. Nice $7,500. Last week, 
“Massacre River” (Mono) and “Sky 
Dragon” (Mono), $6,400. - 

Paramount (I1-E) (3,400; 50-85)— 
“Reign of Terror” (EL) and “Sleep- 
ing Car Trieste” (EL). Mild $6,000, 
Last week, “Mighty Joe Young | 
(RKO) and “Make Mine Laughs 
i\(RKO). Big $9,700. 
| “United Artists (Parker) (895; 50- 
85) — “Good Old Summertime (M- 
G) (?d: -% days). Fine $8,000. Last 
week, $8,700. 
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Kid Cleveland’ Wows Cleve., Sock 


$23,000; Heat’ 


Cleveland, Sept. 6. 

“Kid From Cleveland,” which Re- 
public filmed here this summer, is 
doing sensationally at Stillman 
where it had national preem last 
Friday (2) with a lot of glittery civic 


whoopla over Bill Veeck’s Cleve- | 


land Indians’ baseball team, fea- 
tured in it. Terrific audience re- 


action spells several weeks for film. | 
“Roseanna McCoy” also is shoot- | 
ing both barrels at Palace for an- | 


other strong take. Hipp’s “White 
Heat” is torrid for top coin in town. 
Estimates for This Week 

Allen (Warners) (3,000; 55-70)— 
“Slattery’s Hurricane” (20th). Mod- 
erate $14,000. Last week, “‘Stam- 
pede” (Mono), oke $9,000. 

Esquire (Community) (704; 55-70) 
“Lost Boundaries” (FC) (7th wk). 
Satisfying $8,500 following $8,000 
last round. 

Hipp (Warners) (3,700; 55-70)— 
“White Heat” (WB). Plenty of b.o. 
fireworks at $26,000. Last week, 
“Mr. Soft Touch” (Col), ordinary 
$15,500. 

Palace (RKO)> (3,300; 
“Roseanna McCoy” (RKO). Build- 
ing to torrid $19,000. Holds. Last 
week, “Saludos Amigos” (RKO) and 


55-70)— 


“Dumbo” (RKO) (reissues), mild 
$13,800. 

State (Loew’s) (3,400; 55-70)— 
“Madame Bovary” (M-G). Okay 


$18,000. Last week, “Great Gatsby” 
(Par), nice $17,000. 


Stillman (Loew’s) (2,700; 55-70)— 
“Kid From Cleveland” (Rep). Selil- 
out biz on preem day, with air-race 
crowds pushing it to near house 
record at $23,000. Last week, 
“Black Magic” (UA) (2d wk) offish 
at $7,000. 


‘Young Mighty 
$21,000 in Philly 


Philadelphia, Sept. 6. 
Despite the exodus to resorts, the 
Labor Day weekend here brought 
back boom times to firstruns. The 
ropes were up Saturday, Sunday 
and Monday 
combination of good product and 

brisk weather luring thousands. 
Aided by smart campaign and 
Kathryn Grayson and Mario Lanza 
personals, “Midnight Kiss” is set- 





ting a new house record at Boyd. | 


Other strong entrants are “White 
Heat,” at Mastbaum; “Come _ to 
Siable,” at Fox, and “Mighty Joe 
Young” at the Karlton. “One Last 
Fling,” at Earle, with Frankie 
Laine, Jan Murray and Connie 
Haines onstage, also is smash. 


Estimates for This Week 
Aldine (WB) (1,303; 50-99)— 


“Madame Bovary” (M-G) (2d wk). | 
Fine $14,000, after hefty $18,000. 


opener. 


Boyd (WB) (2,360; 50-99)—‘Mid- 
night Kiss” (M-G). Strongest thing 
in town at terrific $42,000. Last 
week, “Black Magic” (UA), fair 
$20,000 in 10 days. 

Earle (WB) (2,700; 50-99)—‘“One 
Last Fling” (WB) plus stageshow 
headed by Frankie Laine, Connie 
Haines, Jan Murray. Socko $35,000. 
Last week, “Bad Men Tombstone” 
(Mono) with Count Basie orch, 
Sarah Vaughan, same. 

Fox (20th) (2,250; 50-99)—“‘Come 
to Stable” (20th). Smash $27,000. 
Last week, “Slattery’s Hurricane” 
(20th) (2d wk), big $18,500. 

Goldman (Goldman) (1,200; 50- 
99\—“Good Old Summertime” (M- 
G) (3d wk). Breezing along at $12,- 
500, about same as second stanza. 

Karlion (Goldman) (1,000; 50-99) 
—"Mighty Joe Young” (RKO). 
Mighty $21,000. Last week, “Great 
Gatsby” (Par) (5th wk), $5,000. 
«qfastbaum (WB) (4,360; 50-99)— 
White Heat” (WB). Big $35,000. 
Last week, “Great Feeling” (WB). 
(3d wk), $14,000. 

«_otanley (WB) (2,950; 50-99)— 

Top O’ Morning” (Par). Fair $20,- 
000. Last week, “Scene of Crime” 
(M-G) (2d wk.) $12,000. 

r Stanton (WB) (1,475: 50-99)— 

Outpost in Morocco” (UA) (2d 


Wk). Down to $9,500. Last week, 
Nice $13,500. 


at most de-luxers, | 





Estimates Are Net 

Film gross estimates as ree 
ported herewith from the vari- 
ous key cities, are net, i.e., 
without the 20° tax. Distribu- 
tors share on net take, when 
playing percentage, hence the 
estimated figures are net in- 
come. 

The parenthetic admission 
prices, however, as indicated, 
— the U. S. amusement 
ax 


‘Stable’ Solid 24G, Hub; 
‘Roseanna’ 136, Crosby 
$22,000, ‘Rope’ OK 1836 


Boston, Sept. 6. 

With new product at all major 
firstruns, biz is looking up around 
here this stanza with solid grosses 
reported. 
hunt” at the Boston is out in front. 
“Come To The Stable” at Memorial 
and “Top O’ Morning” at Met and 
“Roseanna McCoy” at Astor shape 
solid. “Good Old Summertime” at 
State and Orpheum looms okay. 
“Rope of Sand” looks nice at Fen- 
way and Paramount. 

Estimates For This Week 

Astor (Jaycox) (1,200; 40-85) — 
“Roseanna McCoy” (RKO). Hefty 
$13,000 or over. Last week, “Lost 
Boundaries” (FC) (7th wk), $3,000. 

Boston (RKO) (3,200; 55-85) — 
“Arctic Manhunt” (U) plus vaude. 
Fine $24,000. Last week, “Green 
| Promise” (RKO) with vaude, $26,- 
| 000. 

Fenway (NET) (1,373; 40-85)— 
|‘Rope of Sand” (Par) and “Down 
| Dakota Way” (Rep). Neat $6,500. 
| Last week, “Great Feeling’ (WB) 
}and “Flaming Fury” (Rep) (2d wk), 
' $3,800. 

Mayflower (ATC) (700; 40-85)— 
“Not Wanted” (FC) (6th wk). Hold- 
ing to $2,800. Last week, oke $3,000. 
| Memorial (RKO) (3.000; 40-85)— 
“Come to Stable” (20th) and ““Make 
Mine Laughs” (RKO). 
for Hub audiences, solid $24,000. 
Last week, “Slattery’s Hurricane” 








(20th) and “Woman Hater’ (20th) 
(2d wk), $14,500 in 6 days. 
| Metropolitan (NET) (4,367; 40- 


85)—‘Top O’ Morning” (Par). Fine 
$22.000. Last week, “Great Gatsby” 


(Par) and “Sky Liner” (SG), okay | 


$19,500. 

Orpheum (Loew) (3,000; 40-85) 
—"‘Good Old Summertime” (M-G). 
Good $19,000. Last week, “Great 
Sinner” (M-G) and “‘Devil’s Hench- 
man” (Indie), $21,500. 

Paramount (NET) (1,700; 40-85) 
'—Rope of Sand” (Par) and “Down 
Dakota Way” (Rep). Okay $13,000. 
Last week, “It’s a Great Feeling” 
(WB) and “Flaming Fury” (Rep) 
(2d wk), fine $11,000. 

State (Loew) (3,500; 40-85) — 
'“Good Old Summertime” (M-G). 
Nice $12,000. Last week, “Great 
Sinner” (M-G) and ‘“Devil’s Hench- 
man” (Indie), $13,600. 


‘HEAT’ WARMS OMAHA 
WOW $9,500; BING 116 


Omaha, Sept. 6. 

With rave reviews and fine word- 
of-mouth, “White Heat” is playing 
to long lines at Brandeis and will 
be standout this session. May hold. 
Bing Crosby’s “Top O’ the Morn- 
|ing”’ at Orpheum will be fairly good 
$11,000. “Scene of Crime” at Par- 
amount, even with a midnight 
show, is rather weak. 

Estimates for This Week 





| Brandeis (RKO) (1,500; 16-65)— 


“White Heat” (WB) and “Kazan” 
(Col). Doing very big $9,500, with 
probable holdover. — Last week, 
“Anna Lueasta” (Col) and “Lost 
Tribe” (Col) (2d wk), $7,000. 
Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000; 16- 
65)—‘‘Top O’ Morning” (Par). Looks 
| good if not sock at $11,000. Last 
week, ‘ 
“Geronimo” (Par) (reissues), great 
, $10,000 in 5 days. 
h Paramount (Tristates) (2,800; 16- 
65)—“Scene of Crime” (M-G). 
Barely okay $10,000. Last week, 
“Great Feeling” (WB), $12,000. 
| State (Goldberg) (865; 


‘$797 20 
Hot 266, McCoy’ MG IN 18 THEATAFS 


Vaude with “Arctic Man-! 


A natural. 


|—‘‘Madame_ Bovary” 


000, 


WAY BIZ TO 


PS 1948 








Broadway firstrun business is so 
bullish the current Labor Day week 
that it is being viewed as auguring 
a strong fall season in N. Y. After 
a fairly slow start, Saturday was 
not much better than an average 
Saturday at many theatres, but 
trade at deluxers roared ahead 
Sunday (4) and continued up until 
| Monday (Labor Day) night. Heavy 
| downpour around 8:30 p.m. cut into 
| many houses but it was not enough 
to prevent 18 firstrun houses from 
hitting better than $797,000, which 
tops last year’s Labor Day week by 
$45,200. 

Holiday scales Monday plus extra 
shows contributed to the strong 
showing. Strong fare as well as 
cool weather also was a big help. 

Pacing the field is ‘‘White Heat” 
with Xavier Cugat at the Strand, 
marking resumption of stagefilm 
policy at this house. Combo looks 
to reach terrific $80,000 after all- 
time high for Labor Day weekend. 

“Top O’ Morning” with Carmen 
Cavallaro band topping stage bill 
also is smash with $100,000 at Par- 
amount. “Kid From Cleveland” 
looks mild $15,000 at Mayfair, while 
“Crooked Way” also is only fair 
$18,000 at Globe. 

Draw of vaude, with “House 
Across Street.” is giving the Palace 
a great $28,000. 
| “Male War Bride,” with Jack 
Haley heading stageshow, is push- 
ing ahead of first week’s figure at 
the Roxy to a rousing $121,000 on 
its initial holdover session. House 
had the best Labor Day Sunday in 
three years and second best in his- 
tory of Roxy. 

Radio City 


Musie Hall, with 
“Good Old Summertime” and 
stageshow is doing big $134.000 
despite being the fifth week. Sec- 
ond week of “Madame _ Bovary,” 
with David Rose band, is beating 
initial week’s total with great $78,- 
000 at Capitol. 

“Sword in Desert” at Criterion 
wound up second stanza at sock 
$40,000, not far from opening week. 
“Jolson Sings Again” continued its 
smash career at State with $65,000 
in third round. 

“Lost Boundaries,” at Astor; 
“Come to Stable,” at Rivoli; “Red 
Shoes,” at Bijou; “Duck Soup”- 
“Animal Crackers,” at 
“Hamlet,” at Park Avenue; “Quar- 
tet,” at Sutton, and “The Window,” 
at Victoria, all climbed above pre- 
ceding week totals, many by a 
healthy margin. 

Estimates for This Week 

Astor (City Inv.) (1,300; 60-$1.50) 
—‘“Lost Boundaries” (FC) (10th 
wk). Labor Day weekend giving 
great lift to around $20,000 after 
fine $16,500 last round. Continues. 

Bijou (City Inv.) (589; $1.20- 
$2.40)—‘“‘Red Shoes” (EL) (46th 
wk). Nearly $12,000 after big $9,- 
500 for 45th stanza. Stays on indef. 

Capitol (Loew's) (4,820; 80-$1.50) 
(M-G) plus 
David Rose orch, Eileen Barton, 
Jay Marshall topping stageshow (2d 
wk). Inclusion of Labor Day week 
biz is keeping this up to great $78,- 
following $77,000 opening 
week. Holds a third, with “That 
Midnight Kiss’ (M-G) due to fol- 


low. 


“Lonesome Pine” (Par) and. 


16-65)— | 


Criterion (Moss) (1,700; 50-$1.75) 
—‘Sword in Desert” (U) (3d wk). 
Initial holdover session held up re- 


markably fine at $40,000 after 
smash $46,000 opening round, be- 
low hopes. 


Globe (Brandt) (1,500; 50-$1.20) 


—"“Crooked Way” (UA). Not so 
good with $18,000. Holds. Last 
week, “Siren Atlantis’ (UA) (2d 
wk), $8,500. 

Gotham (Brandt) (900; 44-99)— 
“Duck Soup” (Par) and “Animal 


Crackers” (Par) (reissues) (2d wk). 
Beating first week figure at great 
$18,000, plenty out-of-towners ap- 
parently wanting to see these Marx 
Bros. oldies; first was $16,000, big. 
Stays third round. 

Mayfair (Brandt) (1,736; 50-$1.20) 


—"“Kid From Cleveland” (Rep). 
Baseball opus shapes only mild 
$15,000. Holds. “Too Late for 


Tears” (UA) (3d wk), $10,000. 
Palace (RKO) (1,709; 55-$1.20)— 
“House Across Street” (WB) and 
vaude. Pushing up to great $28,- 
000. Last week, “Red Stallion in 
Rockies” (EL) with vaude, mild 
$18,500, and below hopes, combo 
falling apart final days of session. 
| Paramount (Par) (3,664; 55-$1.50) 


Trans-Lux (T-L) (500; $1.20-$2.40) “Good Qld Summertime” (M-G) (3d | —“Top O’Morning”’ (Par) with Car- 


—"Red Shoes” (EL) (37th 


: wk). 
Neat $4,500. Last week, $4,700. 


wk). Still doing fine at $5,500. Last 


| week, big $7,000. 


/'men Cavallaro orch, De Marco Sis- 
' ters, Vanderbilt Boys, Gary Mor- 


Gotham; | 


mss Chi Perks: ‘Boundaries’ Smash $22,000, 


Rope [aut 266, Roughshod’-Vaude 
Smooth 236, ‘Jolson’ Giant 506, 2d 





A Hot Seat 
Chicago, Sept. 6. 

Grinding almost 24 hours a 
day during the first week of 
“Jolson Sings Again” (Col), and 
averaging 10-12 screenings at 
95c and $1.25 (weekends), the 
Essaness Woods clocked $54,- 
606 the first week. 

Edwin Silverman, head of 
the circuit, figured out that’s 
an average of $7 per seat per 
day, adding that if Radio City 
Music Hall ever did that kind 
of business it would gross 
$466,000 on the week, accord- 
ing to his mathematics 


‘Morning’ Bright $23,000 
In Okay Cincy; ‘Young’ 
Tall 146, ‘Baby’ 8G, 2d 


Cincinnati, Sept. 6. 
Cock of the walk currently is 
“Top O’ Morning,” great at Albee, 
and giving a rosy hue to downtown 
biz generally. ‘‘Mighty Joe Young” 
is solid at Palace, while “Yes Sir, 
That’s My Baby” looks nice on 
Keith holdover. 
Estimates for This Week 
Albee (RKO) (3,100; 55-75)— 
“Top O’ Morning” (Par) and “Song 
of India” (Col). Great $23,000. Last 
week, “Lucky Stiff’ (UA) plus 
vaude, smart $24,000 at 55-94c 
scale. 
Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 55-75)— 
“Madame Bovary” (M-G) (2d wk). 
(Continued on page 20) 





ton onstage (2d wk). First stanza 
soared to smash $100,000, being 
helped, of course, by Labor Day 
crowds and scale. Last week, 
“Rope of Sand” (Par) with Tex, 
Beneke orch, Vic Damone topping | 
stage bill (4th wk), $64,000. | 

Park Avenue (U) (583; $1.20- 
$2.40) — “Hamlet” (U) (50th wk). | 
Picking up a bit to $8,000 for week 
ended Monday (5) after $7,500 last 
week. Stays on with only three 


more weeks to go to make it a full 


year here. 

Radio City Music Hall (Rocke- 
fellers (5,945; 80-$2.40) — “Good 
Old Summertime” (M-G) (5th-final | 
wk). Climbing up to rousing $134,- 
000 after big’$124,000 for fourth. 
Fifth week obviously got impetus 
from Labor Day crowds, and is not 
holding. “Under Capricorn” (WB) 
opens tomorrow (Thurs.). 

Rialto (Mage) (594; 44-98)— 
“Frustration” (FC) (2d wk’). Hold- 
ing very well at $9,000 after solid 


$11,000 opener. 
Rivoli (UAT-Par) (2,092; 60- 
$1.25)—“Come to Stable’ (20th) 


(6th wk). Picked up to robust 
$27,000 or near after $22,500 last 
week. Continues. 

Roxy (20th) (5,886; 80-$1.50)— 
“Male War Bride” (20th) with Jack 
Haley, Martha Stewart, Maxellos, 
iceshow onstage (2d wk). Soaring 
to wow $121,000 to beat opening 
week’s big $116,000. Stays third 
week, and likely ionger. 

State (Loew’s) (3,450; 50-$1.80)— 


“Jolson Sings’ (Col) (4th wk). 
Third stanza ended last night 


(Tues.) firmed up in fine fashion to 
reach $65,000 or close as compared 
with $67,000 for second. Second 
round was considerably below ex- 
pectancy but both the first hold- 
over session and third week are gi- 
gantic in view of initial week’s 
all-time record of $93,000. 

Strand (WB) (2,756; 55-$2)— 
“White Heat” (WB) plus Xavier 
Cugat orch and Latin-American re- 


vue onstage. Reaching _ terrific 
$80,000 after record Labor Day 
weekend to resume _ stage-film 
policy. One of biggest weeks at 


house, especially fine in view of 
scale. Holds. Last week, shutter- 
ed for one week of facelifting. 

Sutton (R&B) (561; 70-$1.20)— 
“Quartet” (FL) (24th wk.). Doing 
well with $8,200 for 23d week end- 
ed last Monday (5) night; previous 
weck was $7,600. 

Victoria (‘Citv Inv.) (1960; 95- 
$1.50)—“The Window” (RKO) (5th 
wk.) Labor Day giving this a shoi 
in arm with big $14,000 likely after 
$13,000 last week. Holds on. 


| plus 
| Again,” 
strong at 


Chicago, Sept. 6 
the influx of Labor Day 
and strong new product 
sensational “Jolson Sings 
Chi boxoffice continues 
almost every theatre. 
astronomical first stanza 
of $55,000 at the Woods, Jolson 
saga is headed for almost as big 
coin in second week with $50,000 
possible. In the first session, do- 
ing 12 shows daily on round-the- 
clock operation, each seat averaged 
$7 per day, unheard of trade. 

Monthly return of vaude to the 
Palace coupled with ‘‘Roughshod” 
is zooming to excellent $23.000. The 
Grand’s “Lost Boundaries” is rack- 
ing up terrific $22,000. “Rope of 
Sand,” at State-Lake, looks like 
hefty $26,000 

Outside of the Woods, the Chi- 
cago leads the second-weekers with 
“Top O' Morning” and stageshow 


With 


visitors 


After an 


headed by Alan Young at lush 
$59,000. “Black Magic” at the Ori- 
ental plus Louis Prima band is 


*Ma- 
in second round at 
Artists is moderate at 


down to $36,000 on holdover. 
dame Bovary” 
United 
$10,000. 
Estimates for This Week 
Chicago (B&K) (3,900; 50-98)— 
“Top O’ Morning” (Par) with Alan 
Young, Liberace, and Lind Bros. 
heading stageshow (2d wk). Great 
$59,000. Last week, $70,000. 
Garrick (B&K) (900; 50-98)— 
“Reign of Terror” (EL) and “Sleep- 


ing Car Trieste” (EL) (2d wk). 
Firm $6,000. Last week, good $8,- 
300. 

Grand (RKO) (1,500: 50-98)— 


“Lost Boundaries” (FC). Sock $22,- 
000 looms. Last week, “Mighty Joe 
Young” (RKO) (4th wk), big $10,000. 
Oriental (Essaness) (3,400; 50-98) 
—‘‘Black Magic” (UA) plus Louis 
Prima orch (2d wk). Down to 
$36,000. Last week, solid $43,000. 
Palace (RKO) (2,500; 50-98)— 
“Roughshod” (RKO) with eight acts 
(Continued on page 20) 


Jolson Record 


$38,000 in Balto 


Baltimore, Sept. 6. 
Extra-heavy product lineup plus 
good holiday and weekend response 
is building some top figures here 
currently. Way out in front in sen- 
sational style is ‘Jolson Sings 





| Again,” at Hippodrome, which has 
‘eschewed long-time combo policy 


for straight grind at upped prices. 
Will hang up an all-time house high 


in both attendance and money 
grossed. Also solid are “White 
Heat” at Stanley and “Come to 


Stable” at the New, which started 
a second round today (Tues.). 
“Roseanna McCoy” also is big at 


ithe Town. 


Estimates for This Week 

Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 20- 
60)\—‘‘Madame__—iBovary” (M-G). 
Okay $14,000 indicated. Last week, 
“Great Sinner” (M-G), $12,900. 

Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,240; 
40-90)—‘‘Jolson Sings Again” (Col). 
Away from vaude and building to 
terrific $38,000 via upped scale, 
midnight shows and holiday. Sets 
all-time high for house. Last week, 
“Make Believe Ballroom” (Col) plus 
Peggy Lee p.a., okay $16,200. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,460; 20- 
60) —- “‘Lost Boundaries” (FC). 
Opens today (Tues.) after seven and 
a half days of “Abbott & Costello 
Meet Karlof’”’ (U), did oke $8,200. 

Mayfair (Hicks) (980; 20-65)— 
“Outpost in Morocco” (UA). Fine 
$7,000. Last week, “Brimstone” 
(Rep), $4,300. 

New ‘Mechanic) (1,800; 20-60)— 
“Come to Stable” (20th) (2d wk). 
Starting second round today (Tues.) 
after bringing in one of best-in- 
weeks opening round figure of $16,- 


500. 
Stanley (WB) (3,280; 25-75)— 
“White Heat” (WB). Getting big 


nocturnal play and pointing to fine 
$16,000. Last week, “Great Feel- 
ing’ (WB) (2d wk), good $12,700. 
Town (Rappaport) (1,500; 35-65) 
—‘‘Roseanna McCoy” (RKO). Well 
received by crix and paying off at 
big $14.000. Last week, “Mr. Sofft 


‘'Touch” (Col), no click at $7,900. 
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sational business in Boston, New Bed- 
providence, Kansas City, Portland, Me.! 
ck in high-powered boxoffice action! 
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...Book into this 
"splendid line-up’ now! 


COME TO THE STABLE + SLATTERY’S HURRICANE 
YOU'RE MY EVERYTHING +» HOUSE OF STRANGERS 
IT HAPPENS EVERY SPRING: THE BEAUTIFUL BLONDE 
FORBIDDEN STREET + MR. BELVEDERE GOES TO 
COLLEGE + MOTHER IS A FRESHMAN « A LETTER TO 
THREE WIVES » CANADIAN PACIFIC + SNAKE PIT + THE 
FAN - YELLOW SKY+ CHICKEN EVERY SUNDAY > THAT 
WONDERFUL URGE - DOWN TO THE SEA IN SHIPS 
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The Heiress 
Hollywood, Sept. 3. 


release of Wiiiam 
‘tion, directed by yler. 
coin de Havilland, Montgomery Clift, 
Ralph Richardson; features Miriam Hop- 
kins, Mona Freeman, Vanessa Brown, 
Selena Royle. Screenplay, Ruth and Au- 
gustus Goetz from their stage play, sug- 
ested by Henry James’ novel, ‘‘Washing- 
on Square”; camera, Leo Tover; music, 
Aaron Copland; editor, William Hornbeck. 
Tradeshown Sept. 1, *49. Running time, 
115 MINS. 
Catherine Sloper 


aramount : 
Pa Stars 


ear Olivia de Havilland 


‘rig Townsend......- Montgomery Clift 
por Austin Sloper....-- .Ralph Richardson 
Lavinia Penniman........ Miriam Hopkins 
Maria .....--+cssreeeeeee- Vanessa Brown 
Marian Almond. ...ccecsss Mona Freeman 
Jefferson Almornd.....++e-. tay Collins 
Mrs. Montgomery ...«ereses. Betty Linley 
Elizabeth Almond...... .. Selena Royle 
Arthur Townsend......+-.. Paul Lees 
Mr. Abeel...---++++ ..Harry Antrim 
Quintus. ..---- crews eeeees Russ Conway 
Geier.. 2s cece cceccceee David Thursby 


“The Heiress” is a meticulous re- 
production of the Victorian scene, 
so faithful to the mores of 100 
vears ago that it is a museum piece. 
While certainly a class production 
and an acting tour de force, its 
boxoffice in the general market will 
have to depend greatly upon the 
ticket window respect to be com- 
manded by the Olivia de Havilland 
name and, to a lesser degree, the 
growing marquee value of Mont- 
gomery Clift. 

William Wyler, in his producer- 
director role, has seen fit to cling 
exactly to the period portrayed in 


the Ruth and Augustus Goetz 
script, based upon their own stage 
lay that was suggested by the 


jenry James novel titled ‘‘Wash- 
ington Square.” For the critical, 
every exacting demand for perfec- 
tion is answered, but it is this faith- 
ful transition from a past era that 
defeats the finished results at the 
modern-day boxoffice. Younger 
elements of today’s audiences are 
certain to give the film a rough time 
when the flowery language and 
courting of the period are on dis- 
lay. 

The footage runs one hour and 55 
minutes. -The majority of ticket 
buyers will find the nearly two 
hour tedious and soporific, dulling 
the display of top thesping which 
has been backed with thoughtful 
attention to even minute details by 
Wyler’s production and direction. 

Miss de Havilland, in the title 
role, is the homely daughter of a 
wealthy physician. A _ social shy- 
ness that cloaks the quick wit and 
puckishness which is reserved for 
close friends and family has kept 


her suitorless despite a_ sizeable 
wealth that will be augmented 


when her father passes. Clift is the 
first male to show her attention. 
He is a personable but penniless 
young man who is able to dress 
Miss de Havilland in the glamour 
of a bankroll. The father sees 
through his courting, tries to 
break up a quick engagement. He 
earns the undying enmity of his 
daughter; the suitor’s passion for 
money defeats his purpose and the 
film comes to a striking climax as 
Miss de Havilland turns a by now 
spinsterish heart on his renewed 
passionate demand for marriage. 
To her impressive list of acting 
triumphs, Miss de Havilland adds 
another of equal worth. She gives 
the character such scope that it 
lives despite the museum flavor. 
Clift plays the difficult part of an 


Wyler | 


ambiguous character who is more. 


opportunist than crook in his for- 
tune-hunting. Ralph Richardson is 
grand as the stern, strait-laced 
father who might have saved his 
daughter had he not been so un- 
bending. 

Miriam Hopkins delights as a 
fluttery aunt in the doctor's house- 
hold and Vanessa Brown registers 
as the maid. Seen briefly are Mona 
Freeman, Selena Royle, Betty Lin- 
ley and others. 

Sharing producer credit as asso- 
ciates to Wyler are Lester Koenig 
and Robert Wyler. There has rarely 
been a picture that gave such atten- 
tion to detail and mood and. for 
those who appreciate meticulous- 
ness, ‘The Heiress” will be delight- 
ful to follow. A sock music score 
by Aaron Copland, equally potent 
photography by Leo Tover, de- 
tailed art direction and set dec- 
orations, special effects, wardrobe 
and all other phases of production 
are of the best. Brog. 


Coast Tycoon Off On 


Africa Game Pix Hunt 

: Paris, Sept. 6. 
Having got the greenlight from 
the Belgian government, John D. 
Crumney, chairman of the board of 
Food Machinery and Chemical Co., 
of San Jose, Cal., and his associate, 
Harry C. Lassen, will satisfy a life- 





' Orzazewski 


(along California 
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Thieves’ Highway 
Hollywood, Sept. 2. 
20th-Fox release of Robert Bassler pro- 
duction. Stars Richard Conte, Valentina 
C ortesa, Lee J. Cobb, Barbara Lawrence: 
features Jack Oakie, Millard Mitchell, Jo- 
seph Pevney. Morris Carnovsky, Tamara 
Shayne, Kasia Orzazewski, 
Schiller, Hope Emerson. Directed by Jules 
Dassin. Screenplay, A. I. Besserides, based 
on his novel, “Thieves’ Market”; camera, 
Norbert Brodine: music, 


Norbert | 


Alfred Newman; | 


editor, Nick De Maggio. Tradeshown Sept. j 


| 1, 49. Running time, 93 MINS. | 
Richard Conte | 


Nick Garcos 


Te eee i Valentina Cortesa 
PRE 90: 525 3 ernie Gate Lee J. Cobb 
| SARS re Barbara Lawrence 
EEE sa deglars'eckoin kde 's a ele’ Jack Oakie | 
aa Millard Mitchell 
BE ois Pasteati ak £ , Joseph Pevney 
Yanko Morris Carnovsky 


Parthena Garcos.. Tamara Shayne 


Mrs. Polansky Kasia Orzazewski 
Polansky Norbert Schiller | 
Midgren.. Hope Emerson 
Charles George Tyne 
Dave : Edwin Max 
Mitch David Clarke 
Riley Walter Baldwin 
Frenchy David Opatoshu 
Mable Ann Morrison 
PRONOE 6655066 sbeee Percy Helton 
Mario Maurice Samuels 
| re eee Saul Martell 
oR ere Holland Chamberlain 
ee TOO i csiawe ae Irene Tedrow 
SDS fbb oe dies 40's 6 1 Eben 


OP Ore fr eae 
yo, 


Joe Haworth 
Dick Wessel 


2. RS Sere Frank Kreig 
Pe sit wesGakanbalbs.ot.enes Mario Siletti 

“Thieves’ Highway” dishes tor- 
rid sex and action to help its 
chances in the general market. 


Concentrated display of these two 
marketable ingredients should stir 
word-of-mouth. Another factor 
that could stimulate sales «is re- 
action to earthy quality of the 
script and playing. 

Script stresses realism and 
Jules Dassin’s direction further 
carries out that emphasis in the no- 
holds-barred love sequences _ be- 
tween Richard Conte and Holly- 
wood newcomer Valentina Cortesa, 
and the high action trucking scenes 
and barroom fight finale. A. I. 
Besserides did the screenplay from 
his novel, ‘Thieves’ Market,” a 
varn about fruit truckers, produce 
jobbers, love and revenge. It’s 
‘guttily dialoged and plays fast un- 
der Dassin’s helming. 

Conte depicts a trucker whose 
father has lost his legs in an acci- 
dent staged by neavy Lee J. Cobb, 
produce commission man. Conte 
goes out for revenge, aided by Mil- 
lard Mitchell, in an attempt to beat 
Cobb at his own game of thievery 
and muscle work. Mitchell is 
killed when his patched-up truck 
goes off a steep mountain grade. 
It's a thriller sequence’ with 
mounting suspense involved in 
Mitchell's efforts to keep the truck 
rolling to San Francisco so he can 
help his partner. Miss Cortesa is 
introduced as a prostitute, hired 
by Cobb to lure Conte from his 
revenge game. She and Conte 
make the most of the meaty 
assignments and the love that 
generates between them clears her 
character for the censors. Mixed 
in with the sex and action is a 
slight social theme depicting the 
men and the work necessary to 
bring fresh vegetables and fruit to 
the housewife. 

Cobb, Mitchell, Jack Oakie and 
Joseph Pevney register strongly 
among the character assignments. 
Barbara Lawrence plays Conte’s 
selfish fiancee who's lost in the 


; man whose theft 


shuffle when he encounters Miss) 


Cortesa’s frank charms. Morris 


Carnovsky, Tamara Shayne, Kasia | 


and Norbert Schiller 


are among others who bolster the | 


topflight thesping. ; 
The Robert Bassler production 


gains realism from locale lensing; 


highways, 
San Francisco produce markets and 
farms. 
gives it all nifty display and 
there’s a compelling music score 
by Alfred Newman to sharpen the 
mood. Brog. 


The Third Man 
(BRITISH) 
London, Aug. 31. 


release of Alexander 
Selznick-London Film 
(Carol Reed) preduction. Directed by 
Reed. Stars Joseph Cotten, Valli, Orson 
Welles, Trevor Howard. Screenplay and 
original story by Graham Greene; camera, 
Robert Krasker, John Wilcox, Stan Pavey; 





British Lion 
Korda-David 0. 


the | 


Norbert Brodine’s camera) 


editor, Oswald Hafenrichter At Plaza, 
London, Aug. 31, ’49. Running time, 93 
MINS. 

Holly Martins. ...........- Joseph Cotten 
BE. os headwear ie keene 3 Valli 
Harry Lime... ..ssccves Orson Welles 
Major Calloway Trevor Howard 
| Sergeant Paine........-..- Bernard Lee 
Porter eer ys T Paul Hoerbiger 
“Baron” Kurtz..... Ernst Deutsch | 
Popescu a Siegfried Breuer 
Dr. Winkel....... ‘ Erich Ponto 
Cre. ccs cows ne oe Wilfred Hyde-White 


long yen of photographing wild life | 


in Africa on a two months Congo 
tour, also including Tanganyika, 
Kenya and Uganda. 

; Having enlisted two cameramen, 
Including Jack Greenbaugh, and 
bought about $55,000 worth of 
equipment including a helicopter 
to get near herds, a quick-still Fa 
ton camera and 30,000 feet of color 
film, the two explorers are about to 
leave Paris for Africa. 


Hedwig Bleibtreu 
This is a full-blooded, absorbing 
story adapted from book by Gra- 
ham Greene, which reflects credit 
on all concerned. With interna- 
tional quartet of stars it should 
draw anywhere, and its appeal in 
the U. S. should equal that of Lon- 
don. 
Locale is postwar Vienna, which 
is controlled by combined military 
force of the four occupying powers, 
and revolves around the black 
market and all its unsavory raml- 
fications. Holly Martins, a young 
American writer, arrives to join 
his friend, Harry Lime, who has 
promised him a job. He just gets 
to him in time to attend his fune- 


Old Woman. a 


Miniature Reviews 


“The Heiress” (Par). Class 
drama of thwarted love 100 
years ago with Olivia de Havil- 
land and Montgomery Clift. 

“Thieves’ Highway” (20th). 
Strong melodrama loaded with 


action and sex, for general 
market. 

“The Third Man” (BL). 
Tense British thriller about 


postwar Vienna, with Joseph 
Cotten, Valli. 

“Kid from Cleveland” (Rep). 
Baseball - juve delinquency 
story; good b. o. possibilities. 
_“Rim of the Canyon” (Col). 
Gene Autry in a so-so western. 

“Down Dakota Way” (Rep). 
Solid Roy Rogers oatuner for 
the action trade 

“The Golden 
(Mono). Fair 
comedy. 

“Madness Of The Heart” 
(GFD), Romantic British Vic- 
torian drama, with Margaret 
Lockwood. 

“The Lest People” (GFD). 
Poignant British drama about 
displaced persons. 


Madonna” 
British - made 








ral, following a street accident. 
Suspicious of conflicting evidence 
and with a strong hunch that Harry 
was murdered, Holly decides to un- 
ravel the mystery despite a warn- 
ing to lay off by the British major 
who discloses the real 
his friend’s «ctivities. 
It develops Harrv is still alive, 
his accomplice having been buried 
in his name. On being convinced 
of the callous criminality of the 
and dilution of 
penicillin has brought death and 
idiocy to many children, Holly 
helps the authorities to track him 
down by arranging a secret meet- 


ing. Hemmed in on all sides by 
police, soldiers and dogs, the 


hunted man is finally shot by his 
own friend after a prolonged chase 
through the sewers. The actress 
who has been the connecting link 
between the two men, though in 
love with Harry, is drawn towards 
his friend, but cannot forgive him 
for playing Judas and walks out of 
his life. 

Orson Welles does not appear 
until the picture is two-thirds 
through, when he manifests as the 
“corpse” of the opening shots, and 
his contribution thereafter is 
mainly in dodging through back 
streets until the dramatic climax of 
his capture. He conveys the vary- 
ing characteristics of the wanted 
man, from smug bravado to des- 
perate fear, with unerring reality. 
Joseph Cotten makes a _ pleasing 
personality of the loyal friend, and 
Trevor Howard, as the detached, 
cool British officer, displays just 
the right amount of human sym- 
pathy and understanding. Valli 
looks lovely in her almost continu- 
ous lachrymose condition, and 
brings out to the full the sense of 
devotion which binds her to her 
worthless lover and precludes her 
from finding happiness with his be- 
trayer. 

Supporting characters turn in ex- 
cellent portrayals. Camera work on 
an exceptionally high plane, and in 
his +»painstaking direction Carol 
Reed lives up to his high reputa- 
tion. Clem, 





Kid From Cleveland 


Republic release of Walter Colmes pro- 
duction. Stars George Brent, Lynn Bari, 
Rusty Tamblyn; features Ann Doran, Bill 
Veeck. Directed by Herbert Kline. Screen- 
play by John Bright from story by Her- 
bert Kline and Bright; camera, 
Marta; editor, Jason H. Bernie; optical ef- 
fects, Consolidated Film Industries. Trade- 


shown N. Y., Sept. 2, ‘49. Running time, | 


89 MINS. 


Mike Jackson 
Katherine Jackson 
Johnny Barrows 
Dan Hudson Tommy Cook 
Emily Novak . Ann Doran 
SNSt PNOVER, 6.i0ssce cee es Louis Jean Heydt 
Dave Joyce vd K. Elmo Lowe 
Mac... . : Johnny Berardino 
And the 30 Godfathers play by The 
Cleveland Indians Baseball Team with Bill 
Veeck, Lou Boudreau, Tris Speaker, Hank 
Greenberg, Bob Feller, Gene Bearden, 
Satchel Paige, Bob Lemon, Steve Gromek, 
Joe Gordon, Mickey Vernon, Ken Kelt- 
ner, Ray Boone, Dale Mitchell, Larry 
Doby. Bob Kennedy, Jim Hegan 
Sportswriters: Franklin Lewis, 
Cobbledock, Ed MacAuley. 
Umpires Bill Summers. Bill Grieve 


George Brent 
Lynn Bari 
Rusty Tamblyn 


Gordon 





“The Kid From Cleveland” is a 
sermon on juvenile delinquency, 
with a closeup of the Cleveland 
Indians baseball team an added in- 
gredient. In fact, the film is best 
when it focuses on the diamond 
triumphs and defeats of the 1948 
World Champs. While fairly en- 
tertaining, it lacks marquee names. 
It should get fair b.o.—and more 
where exploited well. 

Story of a radio sports an- 
nouncer who tries to save a neg- 
lected ’teen-ager from going wrong 
is nicely developed, and often with 
conviction. The young hoodlum, 
unhappy because of his relations 
with his stepfather, is nuts about 
the Cleveland ball club, and the 
boost the youth gets from the In- 
dians ultimately persuades him to 
go straight. Plot shows the entire 
ball team as “30 godfathers” to the 


nature of 


Jack | 


boy, but the actual adoption is a 
| bit vague. The lad eventually re- 
turns to his old home, stepfather 
| and all. 

| Bill Veeck, the Cleveland boss. 
| figures in plenty of the story, and 
| shapes up surprisingly well as a 
| thespian. Lou Boudreau also ap- 
| pears in several sequences as does 
| Tris Speaker, Besides crucial 
|; games in the 1948 World Series 
| contests, there is lesser footage de- 


| voted to Hank Greenberg, Bob 
Feller, Joe Gordon, Larry Doby, 
|Gene Bearden, Satchel Paige and 


others. There is a heart-warming 
episode between Doby and Gordon 
that should enhance their popu- 
larity; also a rather humorous 
scene with Paige that is good 

Film takes cognizance of how 
badly the Indians started out this 
season and how they gradually got 
up with the frontrunners. It in- 
corporates the intense baseball en- 
thusiam in Cleveland 

Rusty Tamblyn, a boy of about 
12, looms as a real newcomer. As 
the near-delinquent, he appears as 
a typical American lad with a ter- 
rific yen for the national pastime. 
George Brent is okay as the radio 
annnouncer. Lynn Bari is _ his 
comely wife. Support. headed by 
Ann Doran, is standard. 

Walter Colmes has given the 
film worthwhile production values 
while Herbert Kline’s direction, if 


unoriginal, is the pat variety that 
goes across. Jack Marta’s lensing 
is excellent. Wear. 





7 . 
Rim of the Canyon 
(SONGS) 

Columbia release of Gene Autry (Ar 
mand Schaefer production). Stars Autry; 
features Nan Leslie, Thurston Hall, Clem 
Bevans. Directed by John English. 
Screenplay, John K. Butler, from story by 
Joseph Chadwick; camera, William Brad 


ford; editor, Aaron Stell; songs. Hy 
Heath, Johnny Lange, Autry: musical di 
rector, Mischa Bakaleinikoft At New 
York theatre, N. Y., week of Aug. 30, ’49. 
Running time, 76 MINS. 

oo) ed ee Gene Autry 


Ruth Lambert 
Big Tim Hanlon 


; Nan Leslie 
..Thurston Hall 


Loco John Clem Bevans 
Jake Fargo Walter Sande 
POCO MORMAM. «ice icine Jock O’Mahoney 
Charlie Lewis Francis McDonald 
Matt Kimbrough Alan Hale, Ji 
Lily Shannon Amelita Ward 


Tex Rawlins.... ’. John R. McKee 


There’s a novel plot idea con- 
tained in “Rim of the Canyon,” 
but it frequently bogs down in a 
welter of flashbacks. However, 
this oatuner packs ample marquee 
insurance in the name of its star, 
Gene Autry. 

Localed in a “ghost 
yarn puts Autry in a dual role 
Some 20 years. previously his 
father jailed outlaws Walter Sande, 
Jock O’Mahoney and Francis Mc- 
Donald for thefting $30,000 from 
mine owner Thurston Hall. 

Having escaped from stir, the 
trio is being sought by the younger 
Autry. Threesome head for the 
deserted mining camp where they 
have the loot hidden. Following 
some fancy gunplay, fisticuffs and 
general mayhem, the star takes two 
of the convicts into custody while 
the third is trampled by Champion, 
the steed. 
| Autry is on the beam, per 
usual, as the outlaws’ nemesis. He 
also croons a brace of tunes to ad- 
vantage. Nan Leslie is adequate in 
furnishing the romantic interest. 
Sande is a menacing heavy while 
| Hall is okay as the elderly mine 
| operator. Clem Bevans is fair as 
an eccentric prospector. William 
| Bradtord’s lensing is good in this 
Autry production produced by 
Armand Schaefer. Gilb. 





town,” the 


Down Dakota Way 
(COLOR-SONGS) 


Republic release of Edward J. White 
roduction. Stars Roy Rogers. Dale 
| Evans; features Pat Brady. Montie Mon- 
tana. Elisabeth Risdon, Byron Barr, Foy 
Willing & Riders of Purple Sage. Directed 
by William Witney. Screenplay, John K. 
Butler, Sloan Nibley; camera (Trucolor), 
Reggie Lanning; editor, Tony Martinelli; 
songs, Nibley, Dale Butts, Sid Robin, Will- 
ing. George Morgan; music, Butts. At New 
York theatrer N. Y., week of Aug. 30, °49. 
Running time, 67 MINS. 

Roy Rogers 
Ruth Shaw 
Sparrow Biffle... 
Sheriff Holbrook 


Roy Rogers 
Dale Evans 
Pat Brady 
Montie Montana 


Demy PARtOR....ccaceas Elisabeth Risdon 
Steve Paxton.......c.:. Byron Barr 
Saunders weeeeess+ James Cardwell 
H. T. McKenzie , Roy Barcroft 
Dr. George Fredericks Emmett Vogan 


Foy Willing and Riders of Purple Sage 


One of the better Roy Rogers 
westerns, “Down Dakota Way” is 
surefire entertainment for both 


small fry as well as older patrons 
of outdoor actioners. Story is 
somewhat far-fetched, but the 
film’s production values, color 
lensing and a brisk. overall pace 
help make it a good filler for the 
secondary situations. 

Of a topical nature, the plot is 
pegged upon the dreaded hoof and 
mouth disease which has broken 
out in a herd owned by Roy Bar- 
croft. Striving to market the herd 
before a quarantine, he hires killer 
Byron Barr to rub out a county 
veterinary to prevent him from re- 
porting the infection’s spread to 
Federal authorities. 

Visiting the region enroute to 
Cheyenne, Rogers comes upon the 
situation purely by chance. He 


| lass 
| love. 
|also well 
|ally, the Russian Magicolor is not 


helps bring Barr to justice and also 
straightens out the tangled life of 
schoolmarm Elisabeth Risdon, who 
harbored her stepson-outlaw. For 
the finale, via a speech of one of 
the cast members, it’s appropriate- 
ly stressed that a life of evil 
doesn’t pay off. 

Rogers is his usual stalwart self 
in supporting the law. Dale Evans 
is his decorative vis-a-vis. Both 
stars, along with Foy Willing and 
the Riders of the Purple Sage, 
deftly handle some three tunes in- 


cluding the recent hit, “Candy 
Kisses.”” Pair of bloodhounds in- 
ject a strong comedy element in 


the chase sequences 
Other comedy relief is supplied 


in creditable fashion by Pat 
Brady Miss Risdon does as best 
she can with an implausible role. 


Barr and Barcroft are okay heavies. 
Balance of the cast is competent 
under William Witney’s able direc- 
tion. Associate producer Edward 
J. White dressed the film with 
good mountings, and Reggie Lan- 
ning’s Trucolor camerawork dis- 
plays some of the process’ best 
scenes to date. Gilb 


The Train Goes East 
(Color-Songs) 
(RUSSIAN) 


Mosfilm production, 
Leonid Galliss 
Vorobyey Di- 
Screenplay by 
Ge- 





Artkino release of 
Stars Lydia Dranovskaya, 
features M. Yarotskaya, M. 
recied by Yuri Raizman 
L. Malughin; camera (Magicolor), | 


leva, A. Koltsaty; music, Tikhon Khrenni- 
kov; English titles, Nicholas Napoli At 
Stanley, N. Y.. week of Sept. 3, °49. Run- 
ning time, 83 MINS. 

Sokolova Lydia Dranovskaya 
Lavrentyev Leonid Gallis 
Zahkarova , M. Yarotskayva 
Berezin . M Vorobyev 
Train Superintendent K. Sorokin 
Plant Manager V. Liubimov 





(In Russian; English Titles) 


A light romantic comedy with 
overtones of the American “It 
Happened One Night,” this latest 


Soviet import is a good bet for the 
sureseaters in Russe language lo- 
cales and his some possibilities in 
arty houses. 

Entire production is pitched 
away from the serious themes that 
usually motivate Russian pix and 
towards the joyous mood which the 
world felt immediately after the 
triumph over Germany and Japan. 
Film opens with victory celebra- 
tions in Moscow on V-J Day as 
Leonid Gallis, a navy captain, and 
Lydia Dranovskaya, an agricultural 
scientist, board the Trans-Siberian 
express for Vladivostok. Both are 
in a holiday mood and attracted 
to each other, miss the train at one 
stop, then have to hitch-hike by 
plane, car and horse-and-wagon to 
get to their destination. By the 
time they do, of course, they're 
hopelessly in love and stymied by 
the fact each thinks the other is 
married. That misunderstanding, 
however, doesn’t take long to clear 
up for the happy ending. 

Despite the trite formula there 
are several good humorous scenes 
that have a Hollywood flavor, such 
as the navy officer struggiing to 
undress in an upper berth. An- 
other comive highlight is provided 
by the gir!’s taking over the sta- 
tion master’s microphone to tell an 
old grandmother that her train is 
in and the captain that he is caus- 
ing a disturbance. And there are 
some good satiric jibes at bureau- 
eratic conductors and factory man- 
agers. 

Acting is cémpetent, with Gallis 
mellowing as the at-first serious 
officer and Miss Dranovskaya de- 
veloping from a flighty, flirtatious 
into a woman sincerely in 

Supporting characters are 
handled. Photographic- 


up to the quality of Technicolor, 
but there are some good shots of 
the Siberian countryside and the 
huge new plants the Reds have 
built in Asia. I there is any prop- 
aganda in the film, it’s that Russia 
has tremendous new cities in the 
east, beautiful gals who know 
their botany and tractors, and 
goodlooking military men who 
have a way with women. On the 
musical side there are.some light- 
hearted tunes sung by celebrants 
on the train. Bril. 


The Golden Madonna 


(BRITISH) 

Monogram release of John Stafford pro- 
duction. Stars Phvllis Calvert. Michael 
Rennie; features Tullio Carminati bDi- 
rected by Ladislas Vajda Screenplay, 
Akos Tolney: adaptation, Aimee Stuart, 
Dudley Lesley: original story. Dorothy 


Hope; camera. Anchise Brizzi, Otello Mar- 
telli; editor. Carmen Beliaoff. Opened at 
Beacon. N. Y., Sept. 3, *49. Running time, 
88 MINS. 

Patricia Chandler...... 
Mike Christie 
Signor Higone .. 
Johnny Lester 
Don Vincenzo... 


Phyllis Calvert 
Michael Rennie 
Tullio Carminati 
David Greene 
Aldo Silvant 


Easposite........ Franco Coop 
TTC. Pippe (‘Paisa’’) Benucel 
Maria Francesca Biondi 
Antonio........ Claudio Ermellf 


“The Golden Madonna,” a Brit- 
ish indie production shot entirely 
in Italy, is a fair comedy with mild 
prospects in the U. S. market. 
While often punctuated by clever 
touches, film misses as a sustained 
effort because of a padded screen- 

(Continued on page 18) 
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Arg. Pressuring U.S. on Film Swap An 


Income: Pix Dearth Acute: 


+ 


Buenos Aires, Aug. 30. 
With their minds on the $1.- 
000,000 (U.S.) which Mexican films 
will reportedly earn from the U.S. 
this year, Argentine Central Bank 
officials are angling to have U. S. 
film importei’s in Argentina pres- 


sured into promising at least 
¢250,000 (U.S.) for Argentine pix 


exhibited in the U. S., despite fact 
that the quality of Argentine ma- 
terial precludes any possibility of 
a deal of this kind. Even in other 
American countries Argen- 
tine films earn far less than Mexi- 
cans because of poor entertainment 
quality. For instance, one Mexican 
feature earned more than three Ar- 
gentine pix put together in Lima, 
Peru 

Argentine film production inter- 
ests are exerting all pressure avail- 
able to try and get the authorities 
to establish quotas on importation 
of U.S. material, but they are be- 
ing resisted by exhibitors and 
other film interests. 


South 


Ihe dearth of U. S. material is 
go acute that film patrons in Uru- 
guay, across the River Plate from 
Argentina, have seen a great many 


Hollywood pix which Argentine au- 


diences may never see, unless some 
agreement is soon reached for 
granting of exchange permits to 


U.S. film distributors. 

“Tron Curtain” was exhibited in 
Uruguay early in the year, whereas 
in Argentina it has been held up 
by government censorship. “Walk 
a Crooked Mile,’ “The Emperor 
Waltz’ and “Julia Misbehaves,” 
have all been recent releases in 
Montevideo, but it is doubtful now 
whether they will be screened in 
Argentina during the current year. 
Triumph,” which had 
grossed well in eight weeks’ first- 

Continued on page 15) 
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Return to Prewar Setup 
Of a Govt. Film Attache 
For Europe, Golden Aim 


Appointment of a European Film 
Attache to cope with “involved and 
complex” film industry problems 
abroad will be recommended to the 
U.S. Dept. of Commerce by Nathan 
D. Golden, chief of that depart- 
ment’s motion picture and photo- 
graphic branch. Ina statement is- 
sued in New York last week fol- 
lowing his return from a three- 
month trip to Europe, he said 
American film interests overseas 
could be more adequately protected 
by naming an official liaison to 
work with both the industry and 
the government’s film branch. 

Under Golden's proposal the film 
attache would “serve and advise 
our embassies on film matters, sub- 
mit direct reports to Washington 
and keep in close touch with all 
segments of our industry.” Recall- 
ing that the Dept. of Commerce 
maintained a similar representative 
in Europe in prewar times, he em- 
phasized “there never was a more 
propitious time to resume such a 
service, since commercial and cul- 


tural possibilities of American 
films abroad are so substantial in 
scope.” 


Golden, who returned to Wash- 
ington over the weekend, went to 
Europe primarily to attend the In- 
ternational Trade and Tariff Con- 
ference recently held at Annecy, 
France. Under the reciprocal 
trade agreements discussed at the 
conclave, he said, the U. S. film 
industry would likely benefit in at 
least 11 countries. After the meet- 
ing. he visited Austria, Germany, 
England and Switzerland as well as 
attending the Venice film festival. 





Conquest of Mexico Due 


In Bi-Lingual Film 

Mexico City, Aug. 30. 
Pic production in English and 
Spanish of the conauest of Mexico 
is being readied by Miguel Con- 
treras Torres. He’s dickering with 


Cesareo Gonzalez, Spanish  pro- 
ducer who recently inked Maria 
Felix, top Mexican dramatic ac- 


tress. for nine pix in four years, 
to lend her for the role of Dona 
Marina, sweetheart of Cortez, who 
Was largely responsible for the con- 
quest, 

Torres is going to London to dis- 
Cuss with Alexander Korda the 
production of the English and 


Other News 


Israeli Arab Exhibs 
Protest Double Taxing 


Tel Sept. 6 
against the excessive 
recently added to those al 
paid to the Trans-Jordan au- 
thorities was submitted bv Arab 
cinema owners in Palestine The 





Aviv. 

Pi olest 
taxes 
read\ 


tax on tickets was raised. In addi 
tion, every clnema owner pays an 
annual tax plus a 25% profits tax 

Unless taxes are reduced, the 


memorandum Savs 
Arab 


have to 


the cinemas in 
Palestine will 
doors 


the areas of 


close their 


ltalian Critics 


Kudo Quiet One 


Venice, Sept. 6. | 
“The Quiet One.” Maver-Bur- 
styn release of Janice Loeb pro- 


duction directed by Sidney Meyers, 


was awarded the Italian film 
critics’ prize for the best picture 
presented at this year’s Venice 
Film Festival Prize. awarded 


vearly by members of the Assn. of 
Italian Film Critics present at 
Venice, is given independently of 


official kudos handed out by the 

Festival jury Last year, critics’ 

award went to “Hamlet.” 
International merit prizes were 


awarded two American pictures at 


the Venice Film Festival along 
with a German entry. Carrying off 
honors were “The Quiet One,” 
“Snake Pit’ (20th), directed by 


Anatole Litvak. and “Berliner Bal- 
lade,”” megged by R. A. Stemmle. 
First grand prize for the “masterly 
skill by which the director adapted 
the Abbe Prevost novel for pix” 
went to “Manon,” a French film. 
Directed by Henri Georges Clou- 
zot, the picture was _ partially 
financed by American funds. Vog 
Film Co. is distributing in the U.S. 

Laurels for thesping were copped 
by Olivia de Havilland and Joseph 

(Continued on page 15) 


AUSSIE GUT FILM CHAIN 
IN $328,192 YEAR'S NET 


for the four exhibition units under 
its tent over the past financial 





year for $328,192 net.*as follows: | 


Greater J. D. Williams, $105,332; 
Spencer, $74.648; Wests. $92,440; 
Amalgamated Pictures, $55,772. 


GUT paid unchanged dividends 


four holding exhibition 
June 30. Ordinary stock 


to the 
units to 


dividencs were again $300,000, 
50°- of which went to the J. 
Arthur Rank Organization, 50-50 
partners in the GUT setup. Pref- 


erence dividend on “A” stock was 
also paic to stockholders in the re- 
spective untts. 


First Variety Clubs In 
Britain Sets ‘Matinee’ 


London, Aug. 30. 
The first Variety Club in Great 
Britain is now in full swing, with 
first meeting held at Tent 36, a 
derelict property in Oxford street, 
Aug. 25. Event was attended by 
film and show biz elite. First big 


event will be a “Midnight Matinee” | 
London Coliseum, | 


Sept. 22 at the 
where top talent will appear. Prexy 
of the association, the Duke of 
Edinburgh, will be present. 
Production committee, which 
comprises Val Parnell, Lee Eph- 
raim. Charles Tucker, Lou Wilson, 
Ben Lvon, Jimmy McHugh, Jr. and 


Buster Collier will present several! : 


novelty items. This is likely 
to include a triple radio hookup 
between artists at the Coliseum 
and personalities in Hollywood and 
New York. 

Show is being given in aid of the 
National Playing Fields Assn. and 
will be known as the “Midnight 
Matinee of 1949.” 





Teddy Carr denies all rumors he 
intends to leave the J. Arthur Rank 
organization. Claims he has con- 


'a background 


Patricia Roc in Madrid 
On Tri-Lingual Pic Deal 
Madrid, Aug. 30. 


Patricia Roc, English film. star, 
has arriyed in Madrid with her 
husband, cameraman A. Thomas, 


to discuss particulars of the Angio- 
French-Spanish picture in which 
she is going to star with Herbert 
Marshall, and which will be made 
in the Cifesa studios. Madrid 

The pic. called “Jack, the Ne- 
gro,” based on a story by Charles 
Spaack, will be directed by Julien 
Duvivier and will feature George 
Sanders and Margeat. Span- 
the pic, which 
will have French technicians 


\gnes 
ish artists will be in 


Usually Staid Cannes 
Jumping to Sandal And 
Short St. Germain Jive 


Cannes, Aug. 30 

\ new innovation has the usual- 
lv staid Cannes jumping. A smoky 
little Existentialist cave and jive 
spot of St. German des Pres has 
come to the seashore Its Medit- 
erannean counterpart is clear-aired 
and looks out upon the seas In 
fact, some waves find their way in 

The club is situated under the 
esplanade in what was only a 
short time ago a sewage disposal 


tunnel from the Miramar 
The long narrow tube-line 
painted bright red, and 
of local artists adorn 
All is quite intormal and_ the 
four-piece band in sandals and 
shorts is unencumbered in its jive 
tests. 

The club opened Aug. 8 and stays 


hotel 
room is 
the works 
the walls. 


until the end of September. Direc- 
tion is by George Beaume, who was 
responsible for the recent Paris 
Jazz Festival He plans another 
to be held in Cannes in Septem- 
ber 

The band consisting of sax, bass 
fiddle, piano and drums, is called 
the Be-Hop Minstrels. and is well- 


known in France for its recordings. 
Floor show his Jimmy Davis, now 
turned entertainer and featuring 
his Own compositions. namely: 
“Lover Man” and a new tune, “I 
Feel Like It.’ Davis also beats 
out some fine boogie-woogie. An- 
Annie Ross, an American vocalist, 
sings pleasantly 

The club seems to have a greater 
drawing power for the French who 
enjoy its breezy intormality, where- 
as the tourist goes for the more re- 
fined aspects of the Riviera appeal 
and its whirling money-eaters, the 
roulette wheels. 

Non-paying shorts and sneakered 
youngsters crowd the corners and 
indulge in some fancy stepping 
when allowed. An assortment of 
beards and slacks gives it a Pari- 
sian air. Mosk. 


ISRAEL! CENSOR YANKS 
‘FABIOLA, ITALIAN PIC 


Tel Aviv, Aug. 25. 
an Italian pic passed 
by the Israeli Censorship Board 
several weeks ago (the Israel pre- 
miere of which was to have taken 
place Aug. 27 at the Haifa Armon 
theatre) suddenly withdrawn 
and replaced by another pic. The 
film features a love story against 
of Roman persecu- 
tion of «arly Christians. 

The Censorship Board is report- 
ed to have revoked its license and 
ordered the distrib to submit the 
pic for a second examination. 
“Fabiola,” dubbed in French, is 





“Fabiola.” 


Was 


now being shown at five cinemas | 


in Paris. 








Ricordi Argentina 
Fetes Its 25th Anni 
Buenos Aires, Aug. 23. 

The 25th anniversary 
tablishment in Argentina of 
ticordi publishing activities was 
celebrated recently. In that time, 
Ricordi Argentina has published 
over 5.000 musical works in this 
country, of which over 2,000 are by 
Argentine composers 

Ricordi is sponsoring four musi- 
cal contests, two prizes to be given 
for symphonic works and one for 
a chamber work. as well as a prize 
to the best book on the develop- 
ment of Argentine music. 

In addition, Ricordi made a gift 
of a trip to Italy to all members 
of its staff who have worked the 
full 25 years in the firm. 


the 





Other Foreign News 





| Woolfson, 


Aussie Govt. Voting 2406 to Import 
Talent to Boost Legit Nationally 





Shipman & King Report 
Year's Net at $531,440 


London, Sept. 6 

Shipman & King Cinemas, Ltd 
reports it made a profit of $531, 
440 for year ended April 2 afte 
deducting all expenses, including 
depreciation of freeholds and 
1mortization of leases, but not in- 


cluding Deductions leave 
$199,564 includes dividends 


tor preference shares 


taxation 
which 


Directors ot the 
recommended a 5 
the ordinary shares and 
fer of $68.000 to 
and $4,400 to 
count 


company have 

payment on 
the trans 
general reserve 
capital surplus ac 


London Nitery 
Hypo Seen 


London. Aug. 30 


A determined attempt is being 
made to revive London night life 
now that clubs and hotels are to 


have a 2:30 a.m. concession to serve 
liquor New syndicate is being 
formed to acquire the Romano’s 
restaurant, famed Sirand spot, at 
present leased to Santo Sequerra, 
Spaniard, now out of England 
Promoters are shortly expected 
to take over the lease, which has 
95 years to run, at cost of around 
$140,000, and spend another $80,- 
000 to turn the place into a show 
place on type of the Lido, Paris, 
replete with swimming pool. Spot 
has big balcony which, in conjunc- 
tion with the ground floor, can hold 
800 comfortably, and is likely to be 


ready for opening for the tourist 
trade next year 

Another spot opening shortly, 
“hich will have entertainment in 


a more intime manner, is the Col- 
ony restaurant, Berkeley Square. 
It opens early in September, with 
Marion Harris first attraction. 
Ciro’s Club is also contemplating 
staging floor shows, with Cecil 
Landeau, owner ot “Sauce Tar- 
tare,” at Cambridge theatre, likely 
to stage the first show there, which 
will be extracts from his revue, 


as 





IRISH CINEMAS PAID 
$3,413,488 TAX IN ’48 


Dublin, Sept. 6. 
Entertainment tax on cinemas 
in Ireland last year vielded a total 
of $3,413,488, according to Dept. 
of Finance. Of this sum, $3,166,884 
was paid by  . ‘emas operating 
with automatic ticket-i suing 
chines and paying tax on certified 
returns: remainder came _ from 
small shows buving tax tickets 
from loeal offices 
Full vield of entertainment tax 
was $3,551,336—the balance, after 
the exhibs had paid up, coming 
from greyhound racing tracks. 


Rank Renege on Mask Pic 
May Bring $100,000 Suit 


London, Aug. 30. 

Mask Films’ “Sparkenbroke,” 
based on Charles Morgan’s best- 
seller of same name, after being 
off-and-on several times, is finally 
off. Pie was to have been directed 
by Cavalcanti, with lineup of 
names comprising Marius Goring, 





suua- 





‘ |'Sally Ann Howes, Trevor Howard 
of the es- | ' 


and Celia Johnson. It was finally 
called off at last minute by John 
Davis, claiming the subject unsuit- 
able for the Rank organization 
This was after Earl St. John, head 
of Two-Cities Films, had read and 
okayed the script prior to his de- 
parture for America. 

Rank is committed to make this 
film to extent of $348,000, with 
Mask, an important indie film com- 
pany, heavily backed by Isaac 
millionaire chain-store 
operator, to put up the rest of the 
capital. Although Rank has prom- 
ised to help finance two of com- 
pany’s other pix, providing its ex- 
ecs approve of the scripts, its un- 
derstood there's likely to be a suit 
filed against Rank for $100,000 at 


+ Sydney, Aug. 31 
Labor government is all set to 
vote $240,000 for importation of 


} 
} 


talent from England and the U. S. 
next year to aid a national theatre 
setup in Aussie Prime Minister 
Ben Chifley said that he expected 
local governments to aid financiall\ 


in the scheme He said that this 
fund would guarantee anv losses 
in bringing big productions from 
abroad and would also provide i 
reserve for the proposed national 
theatre plan 

Indicated that at present there 
ould be no green light fo the 
erection of new theatres Down | 


der; agreement would be reached 
"with indie legit units to run the 
shows Idea behind the plan is to 
introduce to Aussie ace cultural 
shows present regarded as too 
risky to import by local legit man- 
agements without some form of 
subsidy 

Key legit men here believe the 
government will operate importa 


to those 
Cultural 
may sce 


tion plans on lines similat 
adopted by the _ British 
Council Aussie patrons 


another season here of the Old Vic 
Co., Ballet Rambert and Boyd Neel 
String Orch It’s understood that 


the government also plans the im- 
portation of ten symphony orches- 
tras, plus name stars from Broad- 
way and London's West End. 
Aussie government is also 
ting aside $80,000 for training tal- 
ent abroad, including local stage 
technicians, main purpose being to 
keep abreast of world legit 


ress 


set- 


prog- 


Local theatre men see legit ad- 
vancing under a government sub- 
sidy, but feel that the whole setup 
must be free of any political con- 
trol if it's to be a success Cheatre 
men also aver that the government 
should not enter into opposition 
with the indie legit operator 


U. S. Film Distrib Staffs 
In Arg. to Hold Off on Pay 
Demands Till Sky Clears 


Aires, 
Demands for increased wages by 


Buenos Aug. 27 


the staffs of distribution offices of 
U. S. pix in Argentina are not to 
be discussed for the time being, 


at least until the distributors have 
been able to obtain licenses to im- 
port new material. 

Members of a committee of dis- 
tribution office execs recently vis- 
ited Rosarie, the second most im- 
portant city of the republic, where 
they saw union leaders, explaining 
to them the gravity of the situation 
which faces U. S. motion picture 
interests in Argentina at the pres- 
ent time, and the union men agreed 
to postpone all. discussion of in- 
creases until this has been solved 

Further meetings should be held 
in the coming week with union 
delegates in Buenos Aires. 

The demand for increases has 
come at a time when most local 
offices are down to rock-bottom 
and have only a few pix yet to 
release. Many of the most impor- 
tant distributors are currentls 
leasing “B” material, which is get- 
ting “A” plaving time, while they 
stall off in expectation of some de- 
cision resulting from their repre- 
sentatives’ talks with top economic 
officials on the import permit ques- 
tion. 


re- 





Pix Documentaries For 


Tourism Pushed by Israel 
Tel Aviv, Aug. 25 

Two documentaries publicizing 
health resorts are being sponsored 
by the Film Division of the Min- 
istry of Interior. One film is in- 
tended for tourists, while the other 
will show local residents where to 
spend their holidays at any sea- 
son of the year. 

Under the auspices of the film 
division, 70 schools have acquired 
16m projection equipment. Edu- 
cational films are being supplied 
by the division to schools. 

Thirteen documentary films on 
oil exploration and _ production, 
fuel-powered machinery and avia- 
tion were presented to the Minis- 
try of Interior film section by the 
Shell Co. of Palestine recently, and 
are being shown in schools. Two 
other pix on airplanes and flying 





. : , ; Ai enien ‘en- least. which will include part of the were given to the Israel Aviation 
Spanish versions. Simultaneous tract as page er threaten on Page 15 claims by the artists contracted Council. They were shown on 
production of both vorsions are cral Film Distributors, whic as Sor the fim. jAviation Day in Haifa. 





skedded to start late this year. five and a half more years to go. j 


2 NR ge 





Wednesday, September 7, 1949 








WARNER TRADE SHOW SEPT. 12 


ALBANY 

Worner Screening Room 

79 W Peart St. - 1230 PM 
ATLANTA 

20th Century-Fox Screening Room 
197 Wotton St. NW. + 230 PM 
BOSTON 

WKO Screening Room 

122 Arlington Si. + 230 PM 
BUFFALO 

Paromount Screening Room 

464 Franklin St. ~ 700 PM 


erecieo ey ALFRED HITCHCOCK \ 


CHARLOTTE 

20th Century-Fox Screening Room 
308 S. Church 3. «= 300 AM 
CHICAGO 

Worner Screening Room 

1307 So. Wabosh Ave. + 1:30 P.M 
CINCINNATI 

RKO Poloce Th. Screening Room 
Polace Th. Bidg. E. 6th *8.00 P.M. 
CLEVELAND 

Warner Screening Room 

2300 Poyne Ave. - 8.30 PM. 


DALLAS 

20th Century-Fox Screening Room 
1803 Wood St. - 2.00 PM 
DENVER 

Poromount Screening Room 
2100 Stout St. + 2:00 PM 
OES MOINES 
Poramount Screening Room 
1225 High St. > 12-45 P.M. 
DETROIT 

Film Exchonge Building 
2310 Coss Ave. - 7.00 PM, 


WASHINGTON  Worner Theotre Building 





INDIANAPOLIS 

Universol Screening Room 

517 No. Illinois St. + 1.00 P.M. 
JACKSONVILLE 

Florida Theotre Bldg. Sc. Rm. 

128 E. Forsyth St. + 2:30 PM 
KANSAS CITY 

20th Century-Fox Screening Room 
1720 Wyondotie St. * 2.00 P.M. 
LOS ANGELES 

Worner Screening Room 





MEMPHIS 

20th Century-Fox Screening Room 
151 Vance Ave. * 2:00 P.M. 
MILWAUKEE 

Worner Theatre Screening Room 


212 W. Wisconsin Ave. + 2.00 P.M. 


MINNEAPOLUS 

Warner Screening Room 

1000 Currie Ave. - 2.00 PM 
NEW HAVEN 

Warner Theatre Projection Room 
70 College St. - 200 PM 
NEW ORLEANS 

20th Century-Fox Screening Room 


2075 $. Vermont Ave. - 2.00 P.M 200 S. Liberty St. - 8:00 P.M. 


V3mh BE Sts WW + 10:30 AM, 


esesenreo er WARNER BROS. * TRANSATLANTIC verre 


NR iicas ‘Diinina happen to 


INGRID 


RGMAN 


JOSEPH 


OTTEN 


HADING 


ALFRED HITCHCOCK'S 


COLOR BY 


TECHNICOLOR — 


NEW YORK 

Home Office 

321 W. 44th St. + 2:30 PM 
OKLAHOMA 

20th Century Fox Screening Room 
10 North tee St. + 1.30 PM 
OMAHA 

20th Century-Fox Screening Room 
1502 Davenport St. + 1.00 PM 
PHILADELPHIA 

Warner Screening Room 

230 No. 13th St. + 2:30 PM 
PITTSBURGH 

20th Century Fox Screening Room 
V715 Bivd. of Allies + 1.30 PM 





WAITING TO 74; 


PORTLAND 

Jewel Box Screening Room 

1947 WLW. Keorney St. + 2-00 PM 
SALT LAKE 

20th Century-Fox Screening Room 
216 Eost Ist South + 2:00 P.M. 
SAN FRANCISCO 

Republic Pict. Screening Room 

221 Golden Gote Ave. + 1:30 P.M, 
SEATTLE 

Jewel Box Kreening Room 

2318 Second Ave. + 10:30 AM 
$T. LOUIS 

Senco Screening Room 

3143 Olive St. + 1.00 P.M. 






WARNER BROS. 
ARE GEARED TO 


AS NEVER BEFORE! 


Screen Play by James Bridie Adaptation by Hume Cronyn 
Besed on the Play by John Colton, and Margaret Linden « From the Novel by Helen Simpson 
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‘VARIETY’S’ 
8 St. Martin’s Place, Trafalgar Square 


LONDON 


OFFICE 


VARIETY 


INTERNATIONAL 13 





SABC Move to Ban BBC Newscasts | Smith Rank’s Tele Hea 
Stirring Cries of ‘Censorship’ 





Johannesburg, Aug. 24. + 

Board of Governors of South 
Africa Broadcasting Corp. has an- 
nounced decision to discontinue re- | 
lay of BBC newscasts as from end 
of year. Decision has caused storm | 
of protest all over South Africa, | 
many feeling this to be another 
step in the government’s attempt 
to use radio for its own political 
ends. 

Articles in some newspapers 
have even gone so far as to draw 
analogy between action of present 
government and Nazi censorship of 
radio listening, asking whether 
this is not eventually going to lead 
to forbidding listening into over- 
seas broadcasts. 

Since 1939 SABC has taken two 
15-minute newscasts from the BBC, 
at 8 a.m. and 6 p.m. (local time), 
which were broadcast from all sta- | 
tions. Since advent of the Na-.| 
tionalist government there have | 
been one or two protests from gov- | 
ernment-controlled newspapers to | 
references in BBC news to political 
speeches by General Smuts, so that 
this move has to some extent been 
foreseen. 

Board of Governors, 
its decision, stated: 

The board considered certain 
problems created by the relaying 
of news services from the BBC. 
The main problem arises from the 
fact that the BBC news policy dif- 
fers from that of the SABC, which 
does not allow the broadcasting of 
news or other matter of a South 
African party-political nature. Ne- 
gotiations have been successfully 
concluded with the South African 
Press Assn., and SABC hopes to 
start its own independent iews 
service at the beginning of the new 
year.” 

General Smuts in Pretoria, said: 
*T regret keenly this decision. 
These two broadcasts help to keep 
South Africa in touch with world 
affairs on which our public cannot 
be sufficiently well informed. The 
BBC is noted all over the world for 
the factual reliabality and objec- 
tivity of its broadcasts, which are 
much appreciated as such. 

“This move of the SABC looks 
like cutting South Africa off from 
this source of information and it 
will create a suspicion that there 
are sinister motives behind it.” 


announcing 











ltalian Critics 


Los Continued from page 13 ja 

















Cotten for their performances in 
“Snake Pit” and ‘Portrait of Jen- 
nie,” respectively. Also drawing 
praise was the Italian pic, ‘Cielo 
Sulla Plaude” (“Sky Above the 
Swamp”). Film was handed the 
International Catholic Cinema Of- 
ficer’s award for “best contribu- 
ting to the spiritual and moral ele- 
vation of mankind.” 





Pix Lineup at Cannes 
Cannes, Aug. 30. 

The. program of the first five 
days of the Cannes film festival 
has been fixed as follows: Satur- 
day (3), UNO’s short film “The 
Eternal Battle’; a Polish short, 
“Zelasova Vola,” on the Chopin 
festival; a U. S. documentary, “It’s 
a Lovely Day,” and 20th’s “House 
of Strangers’; Sunday (4), a French 
short, “Medieval Images” an Aus- 
tralian documentary, “This Valley 


Is Ours.” In the evening, “The 
Passionate Friends” of David 
Lean. 


- Monday (5), an American short, 

Muscle Beach”; a long Austrian 
film on the life of Beethoven, 
Eroica.” Tuesday (6), matinee, 
Metro's “Act of Violence,” and the 
German “Die Buntkariesten”; in 
the evening, a Finnish documen- 
tary, and a long French film, “The 
Big Balcony”; Wednesday (7), mati- 
nee, an American documentary, 
‘Voice of the People,” and an Eng- 
lish short, “Ocean Weather Ship.” 
Big film is an Egyptian entry, 
Mistress of the House.” In the 
evening a French avant-garde 
Short, “Pacifie 231,” and the much- 
publicized Italian film of DeSantis, 
Bitter Rice.” This to be topped 
off by a Dutch short, “Interview in 
the Tropics.” 





Israeli Pic Cited 
Tel Aviv, Aug. 30. 
The Israeli film, “A State Is 
Born, received a citation at the 
Czechoslovak Film Festival in 
Marianske, 


New Jerusalem Studio 
To Offset War Losses 


Jerusalem, Aug. 25. 
Studio of the Jerusalem Film 
Production Co., in Jerusalem-Re- 
havia, has been rebuilt. The com- 
pany, founded in 1945, with its stu- 
dio in Jerusalem-Talpioth, suffer- 
ed heavy losses during the war. 
Many of its cameras were requisi- 
tioned by the army. They have 
since been returned. 
Company is moving to Beit Ve- 
gan, Jerusalem’s West End, where 
a large film studio is planned. 


Spain's Red Star 
Back from Exile 


Madrid, Aug. 30. 
Legit actress Margarita Xirgu— 
the “Estrella Roja’ (‘Red Star’) 
of Spanish civil days—after 





War 
15 years of exile in Chile and Ar- 
gentina, has decided to come back 
to Spain, taking advantage of 
Chief-of-State Franco’s offer to all 
Spanish exiles abroad. She intends 
to arrive in her native Cataluna 
sometime in the fall and soon after 
to make her bow in a new legit 
company which is being organized 
for her at the Teatro. Calderon, 
Barcelona. 

Don Jacinto Benavente, veteran 
Spanish author and honorary presi- 
dent of the Society of Spanish Au- 
thors, was recently honored by the 
government on his 83rd birthday. 

The dispersed members of the 
company of Mexican legit actress 
Virginia Fabrega have united un- 
der the direction of author Luis 
G. Basurto, and after a succesful 
tour in the provinces, have opened 
at the Madrid Teatro Lara. Their 
new star, young Andrea Palma, has 
pleased the Madrilenos and _ busi- 
ness has been good. 

“Chavalillos de Espana” (“Young- 
sters of Spain”) made its bow at 
the Teatro Zarzuela, Madrid, pre- 
senting a new revue, “‘Cascabeles 
Espanoles” (“Belltowers of Spain’’) 
by Flores and Torres, with music 
by Monreal. Youngsters are very 
popular in Madrid, and fill the 
theatre almost every night. 

At present only eight theatres 
are open in Madrid. 


ARNOLD TO GIVE BRIT. 
ITS FIRST PANTO ON ICE 


London, Sept. 6. 

Tom Arnold, often called the 
British King of Pantomime, is to 
produce a pantomime on ice, the 
first time since pantomime has been 
instituted, over 200 vears ago, that 
this has been done. 

Panto will be staged by Gerald 
Palmer, who does all of Arnold’s 
ice shows. 
din,” and will go to the Sports 
Stadium, Brighton, for a season at 
Christmas. 





London, Sept. 6. 


G. Darnley Smith has been ap- 
pointed managing director of Cin- 
ema Television, Ltd., by the Rank 
Organization, to succeed Capt. 
A. G. D. West, who died in Switzer- 


land recently. 


‘around $88,320. 
itello Meet Frankenstein” 


Smith will continue as managing 


director of Bush Radio, Ltd., an- 
other company within the Rank 
group. “a 





Vaude Strong Down Under; 
Martin Active in Sydney, 


Melbourne; N. Zealand OK 


Aug. 30. 

Advance bookings for the re- 
opening of the Tivoli vauder here 
are strong. Opening bill, Sept. 9, 
includes Rolly Rolls, Ben Wrigley, 
Paul Regan, Oliver Wakefield, 
Swiss Stars, Elwardos. Eileen 
O’Dare, Connie Chalmers’ and 
Charles Norman, 

During the closure of the Sidney 
house, Dave Martin, loop’s topper, 
played Freddie Bamberger, Iver 
Moreton and Dave Kaye, Maurice 
Colleane, Ganjou Bros. & Juanita, 
Krista & Kristel for 15 weeks to 
terrif biz over the Kerridge cin- 
ema loop in New Zealand This 
show will come back to the Tivoli, 
as the Yuletide attraction, opening 
Dec. 26. 


Martin has 


Sydney 


bought a musical 
comedy, “The Love Racket.’ Show 
will debut in Melbourne Dec. 26. 
Starred will be British comic Ar- 
thur Askey, Valerie Tandy and Roy 
Royston. Jean Davis will produce. 

Miss Davis will produce her first 
show in Melbourne for the loop 
Oct. 14, titled “Here from There.” 











Arg. Pressuring 











a) ana eae 
run in Buenos Aires, 
around $74,000 (U.S.), had a run of 
only one week at Montevideo’s first- 


run Metro theatre, despite a first- 


class publicity campaign. 

“Los Novios,” a Mexican feature, 
released by Interamericana at the 
Monumental theatre, at top admis- 
sion scale of 70c (U.S.), grossed 
$6,700 in the first two days’ exhibi- 
tion. Top Buenos Aires grosser of 
the year so far has been the re- 
issue of “Gone With the Wind” at 
the 800-seat Radar theatre, which 
ran 45 weeks and grossed some 
$121,900 (U.S.). 

“The Secret Life of Walter 
Mitty” ran two weeks at the Ocean 
and five at the Broadway, teeing 
off simultaneously, and grossed 
“Abbott and Cos- 
at the 
Normandie held on for six weeks 
for $161,640. At the Gran Rex, 
“Foreign Affair’ drew $36,570 in 


'two weeks, plus one at the Gran 


Palace. The picture has been re- 
issued in nabe theatres. “State of 


ithe Union,” at the Opera and Roca 


j 
| 


It will be called “Alad- | 


{ 


| 


The Three Rudells, an American | 


act brought over by Charles L. 


Tucker, which is just finishing a | 


four weeks’ 


engagement at the’ 


London Palladium, is first act en- | 


gaged for the show. 





Arg. Court Bars Femme 
6-Year-Old Batonist 

Buenos Aires, Aug. 23. 
Giannella de Marco, six-year-old 
Italian orchestra conductress, who 
has conducted symphony orchestras 
of 120 musicians in Rome and Ma- 
drid, is not to be allowed to demon- 
strate her prowess in Argentina. 
This is the verdict of the Argentine 
courts for the protection of minors, 
according to Judge Pedro Rafael 

Speroni. 


Court rejected petition submit- 


ted by Giannella’s parents, on the 
grounds that a previous case, that 
of Pierino Gamba, has shown that 
this type of work is beyond the 
physical capacities of young chil- 
dren and is detrimental to their 
health and general well-being 
Gamba, 1l-vear-old conductor, col- 
lapsed after giving a series of con- 
certs in Buenos Aires earlier this 
year, and is now recuperating in 


i his native Italy. 


simultaneously, held on for three’ 


weeks at the first-named and one 
week at the latter, grossing $42,090. 


In the three first weeks of its five- | 


week run at the Ambassador, 
“Sorry, Wrong Number” cashed in 
$39,560. 











Current London Shows 


(Figures show weeks of run) 
London, Sept. 6. 
“Annie Get Gun,” Co'ls’m (118). 
“Beau Strategem,” Lyric (i?) 
“Brigadoon,” Majestic (21). 
“Black Chiffon,” West (19). 
“Daphne,” Wyndham (24 
“Death of Salesman,” Phnx (6). 
“Edwina Black,” Ambas. (8). 
“Fading Mansion,” Duchess (1). 
“French Without Tears,” V. (12). 
“Happiest Days,” Apollo (76). 
“Harvey,” Prince of Wales (36). 
“Heiress,” Haymarket (32). 
“Her Excellency,” Hipp. (11). 
“Ice Cycles,” Empress (11). 
“Tee Vogues,” Stoll (8). 
“Lady’s Burning,” Globe (18). 
“Latin Qt. Revue,” Casino (24). 
“Love Albania,” St. James (8). 
“Male Animal,” New (11). 
“Master of Arts,” Strand (1). 
“Qklahoma!” Drury Lane"(118). 
“On Monday Next,’ Comedy (14). 
“One Wild Oat,” Garrick (40). 
“Sauce Tartare,” Cambridge (16 
“Song of Norway,’ Palace ‘9). 
“Third Visitor,” York’s (13). 
“Tobacco Road,” Play. (4). 
“Together Again,” Vic. Pal (126). 
“Tough at Top.”’ Adelphi (8). 
“}raveller’s Joy,” Criterion (65). 
“Worm’'s View,’ Whitehall (124). 
“Young Wives Tale,” Savoy (8). 


Continued from page 13 gaame. 
totaling | 


Arg. Radioites Hunt Work Elsewhere 





Pic on Bernhardt May 
Be Produced in Rome 


Rome, Aug. 23. 

Former actor William Marshall 
is expected in Rome from Paris on 
possibility of making a _ picture 
here He holds a titled 
“Life of Sarah Bernhardt.’ 

Marshall was producer of “Sym- 
phonie Pastorale,” which he made 
in France. He was formerly 
ried to actress Michele Morgan 


script 


lhial- 


Ship Strike Hits 


Hawaii Show Biz 


Honolulu, Sept. 6 

Show business, like every 
business in the islands, is flat on 
its spine as a result of the ship 
ping strike. At Honolulu’s leading 
firstrun house, “It Happens Evers 
Spring” drew 40 customers for its 
opening matinee and 160 at the 
first night show. The Clark Gable 
Picture, “Any Number Can Pla 
is not drawing any great number 
of customers. 

Doing the best business in the 
islands is “The Best Years of Our 
Lives.” The Bergman starrer, 
“Joan of Arc,” did a nosedive. The 
Royal Amusement Co. is remodel- 
ing its theatres, but the other comi- 
panies are not spending any money 
during the labor troubles. The 
King Cole Trio, a live talent show, 
will have a tough time getting its 
money out. 


ARG. FILMS DISAPPOINT 
SPANISH. IN SWAP DEAL 


Madrid, Aug. 30 

The agreement for exchanging 
pix between Argentina and Spain, 
which was imposed sometime ago 
by Buenos Aires and accepted in 
Madrid more for political conven- 
ience than for its real usefulness 
to the distribution of Spanish pix 
in Argentina, is proving more and 
more unsatisfactory, owing to the 
‘low standard of some of the Arg. 
pix. 

Major complaint is against age 
of pix, some of them six years old 
or more. Quality also is considered 
poor. Reaction to Argentine ver- 
sion of “White Horse Inn” wasn’t 
favorable. Neither was it towards 
the recently-shown ‘“‘Todo um hom- 
bre” (“A Real Man”), produced by 
Artistas Associados Argentinos, 
starring Francisco Petrone and 
Amelia Bence. 


Mrs. Kalman Defended In 
N. Y. Charity Ball Mixup 


Charges that Mrs. Vera Kalman, 
wife of Austrian composer Em- 
merich Kalman, ‘“‘mismanaged” a 
charity ball held last March at the 
| St. Regis hotel, were derided last 
week by Hans Rott, a one-time Aus- 
trian cabinet member In a cable 
to the composer’s wife, now in 
Switzerland, he said the financial 
success of the affair was made pos- 
| sible only because of her “untiring 
work.” 
| As head of Save Austria’s Chil- 
dren, Inc., sponsor of the ball, Mrs 
Kalman recently sought a tempo- 

rary injunction in N. Y. supreme 
court to prevent an annual mem- 


other 








| 


bership meeting of the organiza- 
tion. Her legal step assertedls 


was a move to balk a maneuver of 
SAC’s general counsel and a foun- 
der, Gustave Jahr, to vote her out 
of office. In an affidavit, Jahr 
claimed proceeds of the _ ball 
weren’t as much as they should 
have been. 

Reportedly named SAC acting 
chairman while Mrs. Kalman is in 
Europe, Rott emphasized in his 
cable that the dinner reaped a “net 
profit of $4,955.” Part of this sum, 
he said, bought a quantity of su- 
gar, baby jackets and cases of vita- 
min, all of which were said to have 
been shipped to Austria. Balance 
of the coin assertedly is deposited 
in the Chase National bank. Mrs. 
Kalman, incidentally, is due to ar- 
rive in New York Sept. 22 on the 
Queen Mary, accompanied by her 
husband. 


As Govt. Interference Begins to Tell 


+ Montevideo, Aug. 26. 
Argentine radio scriptwriters 
and talent are beginning to flock 
into Uruguay, hoping to line up 
contracts which will enable them 
to keep body and soul together. As 
contracts made last year, before 
the Argentine networks were taken 
over by government purchasers, 
begin expiring, many well Known 
figures in the Argentine radio 
world, are beginning to find them- 


selves out in the cold 

Word ha ilready gone around 
that the old and still popular fig 
ures are to be replaced by govern- 
ment appointees, or talent prom- 
inent in the formation of the gov- 
ernment-sponsored and controlled 
radio unions Seriptwriters have 
also been contacted by  officiai 


spokesmen, and given directives— 


these are always verbal—as to the 


subjects on which they can base 
their seripts and soap-operas in 
future These are to have laboi 
problems as a generally central 
theme, with capitalism ever ready 
to tread down the oppressed spirit 
of the poor working man. In addi- 
tion, radio material is to start in 
already boosting the figure of Ar- 
gentina’s hero, liberator 


General Jo San Martin, the cen 
tenary of whose death is to be 
Ziven solemn glorification in 1950 

Advertisers have small chance of 


objecting to these directives, as 
any attempt at protest would onlv 
lead to non-allocation of raw ma- 
terials by the Trade and Industry 
Control Boards, or other snafus 
Which are very easily cooked up 
under an authoritarian regime. 
Moreover, if sponsors wish to ob- 
tain space on the Argentine air- 
waves, they must do so through a 


government - assisted advertising 
agency, which has been newly 
formed to snatch all business for 


the coming year. 
Although no official announce- 
ment has ever been made on the 
subject in the Argentine press and 
radio trade papers, Argentine visi- 
tors to Urugu report that practi- 
cally all the figureheads appointed 
by the government interests to run 
Radio Mundo, the foremost Argen- 
tine network, have either presented 
their resignations, or been axed by 
“higher order Latest to resign as 
program manager of the Mundo 
web is Eduardo Nicolini, brother ef 
the Minister of Argentine Posts 
and Telecommunications, Oscar 
Nicolini. Mundo web is now being 
‘administrated by FE. Aloe, brother 
of one of the Presidential aides. 


COPLAN GROUP IN BRIT. 
DISTRIB SETUP DEAL 


London, Sept. 6. 
David Coplan, former United 
Artists manager in Great Britain, 
Sir Sidney Clift and Major An- 
drew Hold have acquired the com 
plete stockholding interest in In- 
ternational Film Renters and have 





closed a deal to distribute Film 
Classics product in the United 
Kingdem. David E. Griffiths, pres- 


ident of the Kinematograph Rent- 
ters Society, is joining the board 
of directors. 

It’s understood Clift will be 
chairman of the company, with 
Coplan general manager. Holt, di- 
rector of the Daily Express, was 
formerly associated with British 
Lion. Coplan, who has been mak- 
ing television shorts in London for 
U. S. television, will return to the 
U. S. next week 


Europe Copyright Hassle 
Due to Austrian Action 


Vienna, Sept. 6. 

A European copyright hassle has 
broken out’ in the wake of a recent 
law passed by Austria’s legislature 
permitting folk music groups to 
play in small towns witheut paying 
performing rights to composers. 
Other European countries have en- 
tered stiff protests against the bill 
but the Austrians will not recon- 
sider the law until Parliament re- 
convenes from its summer vaca- 
tion. 

Protests were based on allega- 
tions that the law violates the 
Berne copyright convention to 
which most of Europe adheres, 
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Point of Contact’ Advertising Rather 
Than ‘Conditioning’ as B.0. Answer 


the advertising money to be ex- 
pended. No one realizes better 
than the theatreowner or manager 
that the dollar is harder to get now 
than ever before. They know, as 
I know, that you actually have to 


By TERRY TURNER 
(RKO Exploitation Director) 
For years I have been bellyach- 

ing about “point of contact” adver- 
tising for pictures, with a lot of 


* s’ for answers. But j 

src gee de * the last few Deat the bush to awaken them and 

edad peor just that “point of bring them up to the boxoffice 
ep ae with the buck in hand. 


contact” method, which some folks 
like to call exploitation, have hit 
the wire with a rush and hung on 
with ‘boom day” gross figures I 
am referring to “Mighty Joe 
Young” as the first picture. “Sav- 
age Splendor” as the second, and 
Sam Goldwyn’s “Roseanna Mc- 
Coy” as the third 

Accepting “Mighty Joe Young” 
as a circus type, it was played that 
way in 358 cities and towns in the 
six New England states and upper 
New York state, and despite 95 
and 98 degree temperatures, and 
all the other alibis, it banged into 
top-side grosses seldom racked up 
in the past two years. It was billed 
and advertised like a circus (‘with 


Don’t think that newspaper pub- 
lishers and editors, with far-reach- 
ing Sunday and even daily circula- 
tion, won't listen to your story that 
affects their well-being and the 
well-being of their circulation and 
community What affects us ai 
fects them, and you can lose money 
just as fast with a newspaper as 
you can an empty theatre. 

I'd like to see picture companies 
concentrate on their key and sub- 
key cities, with a greater distribu- 
tion of advertising money at those 
points than ever before, and far 
better timing with the distribution 
of magazine money. Surely it will 
tend to a better gross all around, 


circus men doing the job) and and as I pote Ht, we all sage eam 
ballyhooed with gorilla trucks in OUP REUIVELEES to better theatre 
more than 300 of the 358 towns, 8!OSS€S, 0! else—. 

using the carny catch line, “It's 

Alive,” as a topper. Magazine ad- 


vertising wast almost entirely 
missing. 

“Savage Splendor,’ backed up 
by the Philly tabloid, The News. 
using bally again, and a one-paper 
buildup, and without any magazine 
advertising, also hit the bullseye, 


despite 98 degrees all day and a 


Frank Won't Sell 
Theatre Chain 


Minneapolis, Sept. 6. 


flash floodstorm at night. It held W. R. Frank. local theatre cir- 
up with over-the-top grosses for cuit owner and Hollywood pro- 
the week. “McCoy” really blew ducer, thinks things in the film in- 
the roof off ordinary grosses In dustry are terrible now for inde- 


Ohio, Kentucky, West Virginia and 
Indiana in a local five-state pre- 
miere, again with a total absence 
of magazine advertising and sub- 
sisting solely on local or “point of 
contact” advertising and activity. 

Now, wher you blow down “Best 
Years of Our Lives” grosses. and 
by substantial margins, it bears 


pendent exhibitors like himself and 
he’s pessimistic regarding the in- 
dustry’s future. Nevertheless, he 
has withdrawn his offer to sell his 
chain of 16 houses, one of the ter- 
ritory’s largest and most success- 
ful independent circuits, and he’s 
set to produce two more pictures 
during the ensuing two years. His 


out my time-worn bellyache that a “The Great Dan Patch” is now 
motion picture’s wealth lies at the being distributed by United 
spot where the picture is being Artists. 


Previously, Frank had_ an- 
nounced the theatre circuit for sale 
and had revealed that negotiations 
leading to that end were under 
way. He explains that instead of 
selling the houses he now has de- 
cided ‘“‘to sink with the ship.” He 
says television opposition for the- 
to “condition” ‘as one chap ex- atres hasn't developed as fast as 
plained it) the people for your pic- he anticipated, but he’s certain 
ture. that it’s only a matter of time be- 

Nix to ‘Conditioning’ fore it becomes serious and injuri- 


I also claim that playdates ‘the ous competition. 


u 2 ‘ aad Frank’s next picture, he says, 
important ones) could be used in \it) be “Sitting Bull,” an outdoor 


sold over the counter to cash cus- 
tomers, and at the precise time it 
is being sold. This is not a gripe 
against magazine advertising but 
rather a plea for better timing in 
that endeavor to make it hit when 
the merchandise is ready to be 
marketed, and not six months prior 


a0971 . isi a tarti : J : P “ 
ee _ adverti ng, Converting epic with the famous Indian chief 
that media into a ticket-selling | 3° its central character. It will be 
sphere rather than imaginative ¢ ),_ : 


followed, he announces, by “Tight 
Britches,” a hillbilly comedy. John 
Taintor Foote, his partner, who 
wrote the script of “Dan Patch,” 
will author the films. ‘Sitting 
Bull” will go into production in 
the spring of 1950. 


Studios to Entertain 
European Journalists 


“conditioning.” 

I have chinned with perhaps 500 
important exhibitors and distribu- 
tors along these lines, and I can 
say they are 100° behind such an 
idea. We have argued that if 
Heinz advertises its beans, or any 
other of its 57 varieties, Mrs. 
Housewife, who has been intrigued, 
as she certainly will be by motion 
picture ads, knows she can go 
down to the corner store and buy 
the beans, but she'll never know Hollywood, Sept. 6. 
where the picture can be bought Chief flacks of the major film 
until her local theatre might ad- studios are rounding up a program 
vertise ii two months later. Even of entertainment for 50 European 
then the theatre ad is so poor in journalists, including reporters, 
comparison to the magazine ad, she managing editors and publishers, 
will hardly recognize it. who are due here tomorrow for 

I was informed that “Mighty Joe three days of gandering. Foreign 
Young” had the highest point of scribes represent 14 countries of 
penetration in the New England western Europe, on this side of the 
area, as investigated by the IRA. Iron Curtain. 

If that is so, it was not even ac- Top industry figures will attend 
complished by the things I have a dinner to be tossed for the visit- 
mentioned but probably due to xe ing firemen on the Paramout lot. 
fact that about half of the 358 Sept. 8 with Y, Frank Freeman 
hibitors or theatremen got off their presiding. 
haunches and really gave the cam- —— 
paign aride. The same thing hap- Gamble Loses 2 Wis. Spots 
pened in Texas. where Bob O’Don- Minnsanetix Seat. € 
nell called in his men, made them Outbiddi th te, eT 
leok at the picture and bade them ,- - ne yo ed Gamble- 
go forth and be showmen. I might Jimmie Coston-L. F. Gran Stand- 
- ard group, Minnesota Amus. Co. 


cX- 





say the same things happened in : : : 
. ae 1B PP has obtained extension of its leases 

the midwest where the showmen : ; eae 

aa py .., On the Badger and O’Klare the- 
got out and hustled for “McCoy.” .,... q, a oe ve 

. atres, Eau Claire, Wis., for a 10- 
Perhaps they did it because we vear period 
had local money to spend where ° 





they knew the people would read it 
and know where to buy it. 
Better Timing 

From what I have experienced 
(and not read or been told) I know 
theatre managers (‘the vast ma- 
jority, at least) will get out and 
hustle if the magazine buyers, the youth who fled into an adjacent 
sales and so-called exploitation ajley and escaped. 
forces got together for better tim-  — Efthim said the robbery occurred 
ing and more equal distribution of just a few feet from the theatre. 


Snatches $492 Deposit 
St. Louis, Sept. 6 
While Peter Efthim, owner of the 
Star theatre in midtown, was wailt- 
ing for a streetcar on his wavy to a 
bank last week to deposit $492, the 
dough, wrapped in a paper bundle, 
was snatched from his arm by a 
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of appearing to be unsubtle propa- | 
ganda.” Another proposal called 
for the newsreels to show the 
“Movie Fan of the Week,” consist- 
ing of brief sequences of proml- 
nent Americans, such as President 
Truman. General Dwight Eisen- | 
hower. etc., telling why they like 
films. 

Under the second category of 
3oxofice Stimulation, the plan of 
Gael Sullivan, TOA exec secretary 
for a film festival, was combined 
with a contest idea, suggested by 
Eddie Zorn, Illinois exhib, calling 
for a “people’s Academy” in which 
the public would select the 10 best 
pix of the year. Patrons writing 
the best 25-word opinion of the top 
ten would be awarded prizes on a 
national and local scale. 

Slogans to be utilized by the in- 
industry ran from Metro’s Oscar 
Doob’s terse “Hollywood's Clicking” 
to “The Movies Are Good Enter- 
tainment. Good for You and Good 
for the Whole Family,” which was 
entered by W. K. Hollander of the 
Balaban & Katz circuit. Eddie Sil- 
verman, of Essaness Theatres, sug- 
gested ‘Movies Are Your Best 
Buy” as the basis for a saturation 
advertising Campaign. 

Tavlor Mills, research director 
of the Motion Picture Assn. of 
America, proposed a series of brief 
radio platters with Hollywood stars 
featuring the “Better Films Than 
Ever Are Coming” theme as sta- 
tion breaks. William F. Rodgers, 
Metro sales vice-prexy, suggested 
that all newsreels carry a tag urg- 
ing greater attendance at motion 
picture theatres. 

Capitalization on theatre lobbies 
as exposition centers in various 
localities was also proposed. Ob- 
jectives of proposal were to “at- 
tract different segments of the pub- 
lic to the theatre” and “‘to cement 
the ties between the theatre and 
members of the business commun- 
ity adjacent to it.””. Under the pro- 
posal lobby displays would in- 
clude exhibitions of farm equip- 
ment, Boy Scouts, interior decorat- 
ing and banking methods. 

Finneran Plan 


In the category on Intra-Indus- 
try Relations, the Finneran Plan to 
boycott trouble-making stars held 
the center of attention. The me- 
chanics of the plan were rejected 
as unworkable although the aim 
won approval. 

Another program af, action was 
outlined by Nate Blumberg, Uni- 
versal prexy, who said: “Every 
person who makes a living from 
this industry should appoint him- 
self a ‘committee of one’ to be- 
come an-advocate of the business.” 
Under this plan, letters of invita- 
tion would be sent to all industry 
workers to join these solo commit- 
tees and defend the industry by 
means of a “handbook” of general 
info to be published by the co- 
operating groups, to be known as 
the Motion Picture Institute. TOA 
reps suggested the conference ob- 
tain agreement on “the elimina- 
tion of unfair competition or the 
granting of special favors to other 
|forms of entertainment to the det- 
riment of the motion picture in- 
‘ dustry.” 

Admish Tax 

In the fourth category of Taxa- 
tion and Other Legislative Mat- 
ters, the TOA keynoted the bulk 
of the suggestions with a proposal 
for “an unceasing campaign for 
remission or elimination of admis- 
sion taxes and preventing the 
spread of such taxation by state 
and local bodies.” A united front 
was called for on questions of re- 
strictive legislation. such as cen- 
sorship, exorbitant license fees and 
excessive transportation charges. 
Henry J. Stites, of the Kentucky 
Assn. of Theatre Owners, suggest- 
ed more widespread use of a short 
produced by KATO showing how 
a large part of admissions goes to 
taxes, 

Under the last heading of Re- 
search, William L. Ainsworth. 
prexy of Allied States Assn., sug- 
gested that “any public relations 
program should include research 
as to the reasons for the apparent 
decline of the industry's good will. 
coupled with a bona fide effort 
Within the industry to eliminate 
just grounds for public or official 
censure.” TOA concurred with a 
proposal to set up an industry re- 
search system. 


New Cole House Near Houston 
Sugarland, Texas. 
_ Cole Theatres opened their new 
700-seat Palms here. House cost 
$85,000; D. P. Morton is manager. 


=| 
| Industry PR. | 


Inside Stuff—Pictures 


Odd double-play may find RKO distributing Walt Disney product in 
Germany next year although the cartoon producer has sold the pix 
away from that company, which is his regular releasing agency. Disney 
handed the films over to foreign pic financier Jacques Grinieff for ap- 
proximately $65,000. Grinieff is now in- process of making a deal 
with RKO to distribute them. 

Pix involved are “Snow White” and “Fantasia,” plus a group of 
shorts. Disney was impelled to sell them to Grinieff and George Book- 
binder, another foreign film man whom Grinieff has since bought out 
of this deal, by their offer of dollars delivered in New York. German 
marks are not ordinarily convertible, but Grinieff figures on 
getting at least part of the money out through special convertibility 
for pix now being made available by the Economic Cooperation Admin- 
istration. 

RKO distributed the pictures in the U. S. and in most countries 
abroad. Whether it will make a deal to handle them in Germany for 
Grienieff on a percentage basis will be determined next week, follow ing 
arrival in Paris of Mark Spiegel, special German rep for RKO 
huddles with the films’ new owner. 


for 


Since run-of-the-mi!l Hollywood product isn’t paying its way at the 
boxoffice, Gilbert Seldes, writing in the current Atlantic Monthly, 
advises producers to make “mature” pix for a great audience—"the 
two-thirds of our grownup citizens who do not go regularly to the 
movies.” “The industry,” he says, “may yet find its salvation in those 
whom: it has for two generations contemptuously turned over to foreign 
competicion.” 

sin six-months-old data, to show the grossing potential of foreign 
impovis, Seldes points to the “maturity” of British pix in particular, 
and says UJ. S. producers “have always envied the ease with which 
British pictures have made money here.” 

VARIETY’s survey of the foreign pix market in the U. S, 
last week's issue, showed, however, that in the first eight months of 
1949 only two imported films have earned critical approval. They were 
J. Arthur Rank’s “Quartet” and the French-made “Devil In the Flesh.” 


printed in 


Charles Le Maire, 20th-Fox wardrobe director and exec designer, 
arrived in New York from the Coast last week to take part in a new 
type of publicity stunt. He will screen 20th’s upcoming “Prince of 
Foxes” for a group of leading fashion designers and editors, explaining 
to them why the company used Italian artists exclusively on the film 
to make the Renaissance costumes as authentic as possible. Le Maire 
will then illustrate how the costumes might inspire a completed col- 
lection of modern clothes and accessories. 

Out of this, it is hoped may come some direct tieins between the 
fashion industry and the picture's title, for the obvious exploitation 
purposes. Le Maire will remain in N. Y. until 20th production veepee 
Darryl F. Zanuck returns from Europe, before heading back to the 
studio. 

Germ-conscious filmgoers who fear possible exposure in theatres, 
especially in view of the recent polio epidemic, may breathe easier now, 
Current bulletin of the Associated Theatre Owners of Indiana points 
out that the Lyric and Cozy theatres of Winchester in that state have 
installed Glycol-Vapor Purification and Sterilization systems. Noting 
that it’s the second theatre installation of its kind in Indiana, the or- 
ganization avers not only is it ‘greatly impressed” with the new dis- 
covery, but feels the manner in which an exhibitor informs his patrons 
about the means he's taking to protect them is also ‘‘very important.” 
Announcing the purifying system, the Winchester houses used a one- 
third page newspaper ad whose copy stressed the equipment’s germi- 
cidal qualities. Endorsements of local medicos were also printed 


Tiff now on between Roberto Rossellini, Italian producer-director, 
and the RKO studio over “Stromboli’’stems from a desire by the Holly- 
wood lot to re-dub part of the pic’s dialog, which has English spoken 
by native Italian actors in a heavy accent. RKO-ers, who have seen 
rushes of the Ingrid Bergman feature, recently completed in I’ ‘y, feel 
that part of the so-called English \i!' be unintelligible to American 
audiences. Rossellini has refused to deliver to RKO the last three days’ 
shooting of “Stromboli” unless the studio allows him to edit in Italy. 
RKO, on its part, wants Hollywood technicians on hand for the final 
processing. Company claims that Rossellini’s contract requires him to 
trek to the Coast before editing. 

Universal is trying out a solid coverage promotion deal that is paying 

off. Right after world preem of “Yes Sir, That’s My Baby” at the 
Roosevelt, Chicago, several weeks ago, Chi exchange flack Ben Katz, 
aided by Harold Dutchin, did a complete coverage of all important 
towns in northern Illinois with payoff results of 20-page newspaper 
Insert on the Rialto, Joliet, Ill., opening, and a 16-page insert for the 
Paramount, Aurora. Home office exploitation staff is concentrating 
other pinpoint drives in similar vein. 
Filippo del Giudice reportedly is leaving the British production scene 
in favor of shooting in Italy and the U. S. The one-time top J. Arthur 
Rank producer is now at Lake Maggiore, Italy, where he’s preppifig his 
future filmmaking ventures. As managing director of Rans's Two 
Cities unif, he turned out “Hamlet” and “In Which We Serve.” More 
recently he has headed Pilgrim Pictures. an independent organization. 
Producer's exit from Britain is held by some toppers in the trade as 
still another sad commentary on the current state of the Anglo pic 
industry. 


Celluloid equivalent of a prospectus was revealed in New York last 
week when a 40-minute color film was screened in the offices of the 
First Boston Corp. Picture is designed to acquaint potential investors 
of the background of General Public Utilities Corp. which this month 
Is marketing 835,000 common shares of the Rochester Gas & Electric 
Co. Some eight prints are slated to be exhibited to about 1,000 dealers 
in 12 key cities throughout the country, 

Tipping its need for outside product, now that Metro top pictures alse 
£0 into the Astor, State and Musie Hall. the Capitol, N. Y.. has booked 
two RKO pictures this fall. RKO’s “Roseanna McCoy’ (Goldwyn), is 
tentatively booked for October and “She Wore a ‘vilow Ribbon” 
follows it into the Cap. The house also recently played “Anna Lucasta” 
from Columbia, and “Tulsa,” an Eagle Lion film. 


New film luminary, practically made overnight by one picture. was 
offered a star role in another picture by the producer who helped him 
to prominence. Actor demanded $50,000 in cash, $25,000 deferred. plus 
20° of the profits. Now the producer is looking for another unknown 
who might be hoisted to stardom. 

“sword In the Desert.” Universal’s adventure-drama on mocern 
Palestine, spotlights the British ending up second best in the film In- 
censed about it, the British threaten not to play it in England J. 
Arthur Rank, with a 13% interest, is the second largest shareholder n 
Universal, the producing company. 

Understood Howard Hughes is ready to sell RKO’s half interest 1p 
the Churubusco studios in Mexico City for $200,000, but is not getting 
any offers, even at that price. Studio is reported to have spent $1,- 


| 200,000 to modernize the studio several years ago. 
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Philly Exhibs Push 


Theatre Bldg. 


Boom Despite Lagging Grosses 


Philadelphia, Sept. 6. + 


Overall picture of film business 
in this area finds grosses well un- 
der 1948. Exhib estimates range 
from a minimum drop of 10°% to as 
high as 30°. Tipoff to the decline 
is the 5% falling off in city amuse- 
ment taxes for the first six months 
of 1949. most of which is credited 
to the slump in film admissions. 

Neither drive-ins nor television 
are blamed for general apathy. 
First-runs seem to be hardest hit, 
with the keys next in line and the 
nabes getting it the least. Drive- 
ins are figured to affect theatre 
business at the most about 15%. 
The ozoners have created a whole 
new business of their own. Tele- 
vision, except on big fight nights 
or on special programming occa- 
gions, is not even figured. Only 
Class A residential sections even 
notice video effects. Baseball here 
hasn’t bothered the film men. 


While both the Athletics and Phils ; 


are having good years, there are no 
pennant race prospects or excite- 
ment for either team. Attendance 
of 6.000 and 7,000 at the Phils’ 
matinees can hardly be credited 
with the film slough. 

Product seems to be the chief 


| 


Deanna Exits U 
Hollywood, Sept. 6. 


Deanna Durbin, once the top star 
at Universal, walked off the lot to 
freelance after 13 years and 21 pic- 


tures since she signed in 19836. 
Actress has been drawing about 


$300,000 in salary, bonus and profit 
participation for three years, al- 
though she has not made a picture 
in 16 months 

Miss Durbin’s first picture on the 
lot was “Three Smart Girls’ in 
1936, and her last was “For the 
Love of Mary,” completed in April, 
1948. | 


EL’s Future 


Continued from page 5 jae 




















<a: a 
two completed pix as security for | 
the two yet to be lensed. 

Loosely-tied present arrange- 
ment between EL and Rathvon pro- 
vides that the former RKOer can 
put money into EL pic projects, if 
he sees fit, or merely come up with 
a package without investing his | 
own coin. EL, on its part, can back 
a Rathvon production but is not 





yell of the local exhibs. This plus 
the fact that money is admittedly 
tighter, and that the present sum- 
mer has been a genuine scorcher, 
is blamed for the recession. 

If the patrons are bearish, ex- 
hibs here are on the bullish side. 
There have been no reports of 
price-cutting. Drive-ins, which now 
number about 50 in the exchange 
area, are going up wherever their 
sponsors can get by the zoning 
hazards. One drive-in slated to 
open in downtown Philadelphia in 
October had to run the gauntlet of 
industry opposition before getting 
the sanction of the city solons. 

Theatre building continues with 
a tendency toward larger seating 
capacity. William Goldman is put- 
ting up a new 2,700-seat Randolph 
theatre on the Chestnut street site 
of B. F. Keith’s old vaude land- 
mark. 

The Melvin Fox interests are 
erecting the new 2,000-seat Con- 
cord in the Mayfair section, and 


Sam Shapiro is building the 2,500- | 


seat Merben a couple blocks away. 
The Fried interests have _ just 
opened the new City Line in the 
Overbrook section of the city. 


Major trend in Philly this year 
has been breaking up of the clear- 
ance system. 20th Fox is the pace- 
maker in this department, having 
knocked down its 28-day clearance 
to 21 days with a great fanfare last 
spring. It will still take several 
months and a few more 20th picts 
to assay fully the effects of the 
plan. 


[L 


jointly bankrolled by U and Rank 
will fill the bill for 1950. Further 
discussions will be held later to 
decide on pard ventures with U 
for ’51. 

Number of possible’ subjects 
came up for gabbing between St. 
John and the American majors 
but no definite choice of story ma- 
terial has been made. Continued 
talks with company toppers will 
be staged by Robert Benjamin, 
head of Rank’s U. S. wing, who 
will also make final arrangements 
for the joint filmmaking chores. 











H’ wood-Rank 


Continued from page 5 =——— 





ibound to do so. 


EL spokesman indicated that the | 
company will seek to incorporate | 
the use of its Hollywood studio in 
most deals which contemplate EL 
bankrolling. Since the company | 
has this provision in mind, it will 
undoubtedly reopen its presently 
shuttered lot regardless of whether 
it votes for making pix on its own. 

No immediate appointment of 
either a company president or 
studio chief is contemplated, it is 
said. Apparently the raising of | 
fresh coin has not precluded a deal | 
for a large indie producer to come | 
into the company with cash along 
the lines of the tieup negotiated 
previously with Edward Small. Re- 


Lucky Judy Ir 


Hollywood, Sept. 6. 

Metro and Columbia are putting 
on a duel for the services of Judy 
Holliday, who recently appeared in 
“Adam's Rib” on a _ one-picture 
deal. 

Metro is dickering for a termer 
and Columbia wants her tor the 
femme lead in “Born Yesterday.” 




















"Anglo-U.S. Parley. 


B——— Continued from page 9 


pected that the British will 
some other labor leader to 
across the table from them. 

Present members of the Coun- 
cil, which has had only one meet- 
ing in almost 18 months of its ex- 
istence, are Eric Johnston, Barney 
Balaban and Nick Schenck for the 
Americans, and Rank, Sir Alexan- 
der Korda and Sir Henry French, 
director-general of the British 
Film Producers Assn., for the Eng- 
lish. 

Rank’s suggestion for enlarging 
the Council was made to a top 
American film exee in London hud- 
dles a few weeks ago. It means 
that if a session is held it will take 
up considerably different matters 
from the intricate—if abortive— 





ask 
sit 


—— 








negotiations at the last conclave in| 


Washington during the spring. At 
that time a plan was worked out 
for hypoing British production 
with American financing in return 
for easing of restrictions on Holly- 
wood product in England. Plan 
created so much objection from 
SIMPP and among the majors 
themselves that it was quickly 
dropped. 

With the enlarged delegation 
the talks would undoubtedly have 
to be on a broader plane. Ameri- 
cans are hoping that they will lead 
into an improved atmosphere for 
the negotiations which will follow 
with the British government on ex- 


tension of the Anglo-U. S. film! 


agreement of March, 1948. 
expires next June 13. 


There’s still a big question mark | form 


about whether the Council will 
meet in October or not. It was to 
have met in August, but that’ ses- 


liable feports from Hollywood in- | sion was postponed until after the 


dicate that talks with outside pro- 
ducers are still continuing. 


TOA Mulling | 


Continued from page 6 =e 

















given prize that the exhib is ex- 
pected to promote from local mer- 
chants in return for program and 
trailer plugs. Country will be di- 
vided into six geographic areas and 
winners from each will be sent to 
Hollywood for the finals. All their 
expenses would be paid by the 
Taplinger group. They would re- 
ceive special prizes as would the 
overall winner, who would be 
labled ‘‘America’s No. 1 Movie 
Fan.” Among other things he gets 
“The House That Oscar Built,” 
which is being promoted by Ted 
Baldwin, former Selznick publicist, 
among the nation’s builders. 


Taplinger claims that more than 
$1,000,000 in prizes could be hand- 
ed out, making a strong publicity 
peg. He estimates that if 3,000 
houses participate, gross revenue 
will be $225,000, out of which the 
Acad will get a net of $100,000, 
after $125,000 is taken out for op- 
erational expenses. 











Joe Bernhard 
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i cceennitienenen te 
producers who make distrib deals 


with the company. A series of 
deals with indie filmmakers includ- | 


between the British 
governments in 


conferences 
jand American 


That | 








The Golden Madonna 
play which makes up by repetition 
what it lacks in incident. On the 
credit side, however, is a delight- 
ful performance by Phyllis Calvert 
who lends a fresh air to an other- 
wise conventional yarn. 

Pie also capitalizes heavily on 
the varied and interesting Italian 
backgrounds. Lensed in 
style, film is localed in Naples for 
the most part with the concluding 
sequences on Capri. Good results 
are also obtained through utiliza- 


firstrate | 


tion of Italian characters, particu- | 


larly a flock of Neapolitan kids 
whose thieving tactics play a 
prominent part in the plot. 

Miss Calvert plays a British gal 
who inherits an Italian villa in 
which a religious painting, the 
Golden Madonna, has been hidden 
from the Germans during the war. 
The picture has special meaning 
for the neighboring villagers who 
traditionally prayed to it in order 
to end periodic droughts in the 
area. Yarn revolves around the ef- 
forts of Miss Calvert, abetted by an 
ex-British soldier, Michael Rennie, 
to recover the painting after it was 
accidentally sold to a travelling 
junkman, 

Both fall into the hands of a 
group of swindlers who pretend to 
deliver the canvas although it’s al- 
ready sold to a bigtime Italian 
black-marketeer, played by Tullio 
Carminati. The swindlers, how- 
ever, undergo a religious conver- 
sion and, at the windup, help steal 
back the painting while Miss Cal- 
vert preoccupies Carminati with a 
seductive come-on. 

Miss Calvert plays with unfail- 
ing charm as the hapless British 
lady caught in the Italian under- 
world. Rennie, as her romantic 
partner, tends, however, to use a 
monotonously grim expression. As 
the blacketeer, Carminati is suave 
and sure, while David Greene, as 
an English partner to the swin- 
dlers, gives a neat comic edge to 
his performance. In minor parts, 


ithe Italian actors play with uni- 


| 


competence, handling the 
English lines with appealing ac- 
cents. Herm. 


Madness of the Heart 
(BRITISH) 
London, Aug. 23. 


' Washington this week on United} _GFD release of J. Arthur Rank-Twe 


Kingdom economic situation in 
The British want the Oc- 


general. 
‘tober meeting and if the Ameri- 
cans decided in their talks in the 


i'next few weeks that gains might 


| be made there, the conclave may 
,be held. - 


! 








| Odlum Edging 


Continued from page Sanus 
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| Sandstrom; 


' Rosa 


| Felicite. 


'dits’ belief that Odlum has com- | 


mitted his holding company to 69.,- 
i|300 shares of RKO stock on a 
|““when, as and if” basis because he 

believes he can get more action 

out of that unit rather than the 
| circuit. 

Price of the theatre stock, be it 
Paramount, RKO or that of the 
other three majors which ulti- 
|mately must be divorced, is said 
to reflect the steady earnings of 
these chains. Since a_ study of 
prospectuses indicate that their 
profits are comparatively stable, 
there is much less possibility of 
sharp stock fluctuations. 


Earnings of i [or : 
8 the picture com _with blindness after falling in love 


| panies, on the other hand, have 
| proven far more volatile over the 
/past 10 years. As a result, price 
of the stock has less relationship to 


| earnings and financial agencies re- 
| gard investment in these units as 


almost pure speculation. Sharp re- 


| Verite Faimont 


ities (Richard Wainwright) 
Stars Margaret Lockwood; features Max- 
well Reed, Kathleen Byron, Paul Dupuis. 
Directed by Charles Bennett. Screenplay 
by Charles Bennett, from novel by Flora 
camera, Desmond Dickinson, 
Cecil Conney; editor, Helga Cranston; 
music, Allan Gray. At Metropole, Lon- 
don, Aug. 23,’ 49. Running time, 105 MINS. 


Cysts Garth... .s665%s Margaret Lockwood 
Paul de Vandiere......... Paul Dupuis 


production. 


‘much to travel 


Serer rr Kathleen Byron | 


Joseph Rondolet...........Maxwell Reed | 


6006 8840508 00b0 Go see Ss 5 Thora Hird 
Dr. Simon Blake....... .Maurice Denham 
Comte de Vandiere..... Raymond Lovell 
Comtesse de Vandiere.. Marie Burke 
LN ey oo, ar David Hutcheson 
Pamela Stirling 
Cathleen Nesbitt 
Joy Harrington 


Mother Superior....... 
Sister Agnes 


Slipped into two nabe houses 


. without a formal West End press 


showing, this latest Two Cities pic 
will have tough sledding for dis- 
criminating audiences. Adapted 
from a book, it stamrs itself as 
noveltish from the word go, with 
the blind heroine, scheming 
woman, blighted romance and high 
dramatics popular with Victorian 
writers. It should satisfy local pic- 
turegoers because of Margaret 
Lockwood, but its appeal to the 
more sophisticated is likely to be 
limited. 

Lydia Garth is suddenly stricken 


with a young Frenchman visiting 
London. She becomes a novice at 
the convent of her schooldays but 
after six months is persuaded to re- 


‘turn to the world as she has no 


action to the first year’s record, | 


either up or down, is expected. 
On the Odium venture, there is 


One of the questions still open ing de Rochement, Ida Lupino and some belief in Wall street that the 


the U. &. 
in worldwide 


is whether Rank and 
companies wili join 


Laurel Productions, have already 
been set up and will give FC a re- 


former controlling stockholder in 
RKO is acquiring the new com- 


distribution of the films or divide leasing slate of 15 pix during the | pany’s stock “to keep his foot in 


with 
hemi- 


rights 
taking 


these 
Rank 


territorially, 
the eastern 


1949-50 season. 
Bernhard, while nixing reports 


the door.” It is thought that his 
purchase may signal an intention 


sphere and the majors, the west-|of FC’s negotiations with the Na- to work his way back gradually 


ern. Division of the world would 


tional Exhibitors Film Co., left the 


into RKO affairs. His move has 


insure the Yank distrib dollar rev- door open for future dickering to touched off considerable specula- 
enues without restriction because distrib NEFC-financed pix. He said | tion on the street as to Atlas’ in- 
of the frozen pound situation. On he would talk turkey with NEFC tentions toward the company. 


the other hand, partnering distri- 
bution would probably bring great- 
er gross revenues to the Yanks, if 
not dollars, because of the insured 
return from Rank’s big British the- 
atre chains. , 
Returning east over the wee 

end, St. John shoved off to Tc- 
ronto yesterday (Tuesday) for a 
one-day confab with Odeon circuit 


(Canada) execs and distrib top- 
pers. He gets back to New York 


tomorrow (Thurs.) to embark on 


the Mauretania. 


after the latter outfit becomes fully | 
set up to operate. NEFC is cur- | 
rently awaiting approval by the | 
Securities & Exchange Commission 
for its incorporation papers. 





Vidor Hearing Oct. 17 
Los Angeles, Sept. 6. 


Charles Vidor’s contract hassle 
with Columbia will come up in 
superior court Oct. 17. 

Studio declares Vidor violated 
his contract when he refused to 
direct “The Petty Girl.” 


SUNOCO’S FLEET PIX 


Houston, Sept. 6. 

Tankers of the Sun Oil Co.. 
Which regularly dock here. are 
now equipped with 16m film pro- 
Jectors. Company now has all its 
tankers. a total of 19. equipped 
to show regular scheduled films 
programs on a fleet basis. 

_ Rentals are borne between the 
oil company and the athletic fund 
derived from the sale of. soft 
drinks aboard the tankers. 


i his chateau. 


place in the religious life. 
fiance tracks her down, overrules 


'a typical crisp British 


Film Reviews 
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young Latin could he imagined as 
the husband. Kathleen Byron with 
honeyed tongue and venorous eye 
is a full-blooded villainess, and 
other characters give good support 
Direction of picture of high quality 
and evoXes a keener interest in the 
development of the story than it 
intrinsically warrants. Ciem., 





The Lost People 
(BRITISH) 
London, Aug. 22. 
GFD release of J. Arthur Rank-Gains- 


borough (Gordon Wellesley) production 
Stars Dennis Price, Mai Zetterling, Rich. 


ard Attenborough. Directed by Be, nal 

Knowles. Screenplay byw Bridcet Boland 
from her play, ““ockpit’; camera, Jack 
Asher; editor, Go Qn Hales; music John 
Greenwood. At O.-on, London. Aug. 22 
49. Running time’, 89 MINS. : 
Ridley... .ssccces. Dennis Price 
SMe Pree rrrer cr Mai Zetterling 
SND ie ones Re ok wale Richard Attenborough 
OEE. teste hinleed eke s Siobhan McKenna 
APT cece eee Maxwell Reed 
MON i Lames nesehee tae William Hartnel! 
PD - 6.d.00 bose s 60 cds Gerard Heinz 
SU as cvd pepe Owe COS O66 A Zena Marshall 
Milosh ey Ce ee er ee ee Olaf Pooley 
SIR cso bc bertbeeacws Philo Hauser 
PRIOR . co 0060 00606000 0c - mereourt Williams 


This is an adaptation by Bridget 
Boland of her play, “Cockpit,” 
written from personal observation 
while serving in occupied Ger- 
many, just after the war. While 
lacking some of the poignant mo- 
ments of the stage version, this 
story of the melting pot of a dis- 
persal camp for refugees provides 
satisfying dramatic entertainment. 
But its depressing subject will 
limit its appeal. 

A young English captain takes 
over command of a group of dis- 
placed persons herded into a large 
German theatre awaiting sorting 
out and transport to all corners of 
the earth. He encounters appalling 
obstacles, mainly through friction 
between citizens of the same coun- 
try, not through the clash of oppos- 
ing nationalities. Through priva- 
tion and despair some are reduced 
to the level of animals, regarding 
food and precious household goods 
more valuable than life. Fellow 
Slavs fight over politics, French ac- 
cuse each other of collaboration, 
the Poles fear the Russians too 
with them, and 
chaos reigns. Needing the patience 
of a saint and the wisdom of Solo- 
mon, the commandant conscien- 
tiously tackles his unenviable job, 
jeered at from all sides for believ- 
ing that democratic principles will 
solve all maladjustments. 

Into this Babel, a forced calm 
descends through the discovery 
that an old man is dying of plague, 
and the place is quarantined for 
fear of taking contagion to the out- 
side world. This touch of ‘nature 
makes the whole world kin—in 
that immediate animosities are for- 
gotten and all pool supplies and 
work together for the common 
good. As soon as the plague theory 
is discounted by another doctor, 
they are all at each other's throats 
again with the Britisher striving to 
drive home to them the futility of 
hatred and war, by exhibiting the 
murdered body of a young bride 
stabbed in mistake for someone 
else, and declaring the only hope 
for world peace lies in living to- 
gether as brothers. 

Dennis Price convincingly con- 
veys the clear, forthright sense of 
duty with which the young officer 
is imbued. Siobhan McKenna is 
excellent as the French compatriot 
spending half her time mocking, 
the other half seducing, the com- 
mandant. William Hartnell makes 
sergeant 


‘and Mai Zetterling and Richard 


| Attenborough bring pathos 


Her | 


her scruples and carries her off to | 


her in-laws and is convinced some- 


In spite of a surface | 
welcome to the young bride, Lydia | 
senses hidden antagonism among | 


body is trying to kill her. There is 
a violent jealous quarrel and, after | 


a fall, she loses her expected child. 


Miserable over her husband’s | 


lack of faith, the distraught girl re- 
turns to England, regains her sight 
after a dangerous operation, and 
goes back to the chateau simulating 
blindness to discover her unseen 
enemy. It turns out to be the 
lovei;; young neighbor who had 
marked the husband down for her 
own and stops at nothing to gain 
her ends. She is conveniently 
killed in a car smash in company 
with a wolf-like manservant. who 
does nothing much but hover sin- 
isterly in the background. The 
couple then have a romantic re- 


union by the bookstall in the Lon- 
don air station where they first 
met. 

Miss Lockwood makes the most 
of her sensation-packed part and 
Paul Dupuis is all that an ardent 


and 
real sincerity to the young lovers 
who marry though death may be 
just around the corner. Support- 
ing roles are splendidly character- 
ized and film is competently di- 
rected. Clem. 





La Passione Secondo 
San Matteo 


(The Passion According to St. 
Matthew) 

Venice, Aug. 30. 
Campidoglio Film production and re 
lease. Directed by Ernst Marishka. Music, 
Johann Sebastian Bach. With Gabriella 
Gotti, Luisa Ribacchi, Gino Sinimberghi, 
Boris Christoff, and chorus of Academy of 
St. Cecilia. Camera, Vaclav Vich: sound, 
Kurt Dobrawsky. Previewed at Film Fes: 

tival, Venice. Running time, 85 MINS. 


An effective, moving version of 
the Passion story according to the 
book of St. Matthew as adapted by 
J. S. Bach in his famed oratorio, 
using as illustration the best 
known paintings of the 15th, 16th 
and 17th centuries. Words, musi¢ 
and image are perfectly coordi 
nated, with sound quality and came 
erawork equally good. t 

Its length and subject will limi 
and art 


its booking, with music * 

lovers going for it, but chiet. vd 

terest should come from religiou 
Hawk. 


circles. + 
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Overbuilding Threatens Drive-Ins; Oy Ne in Reading a Picture Grosses 


Flock of New Ozoners Opening 


Mad rush this summer to build 
drive-ins is seen by many exhibs as 
almost certain to lead to plenty of 
disaster. Uncontrolled construc- 
tion of the ozoners makes it appear 
virtually inevitable that there will 
be a reprise of the debacle of the 
late ‘20s. when a Jarge number of 
operators suddenly discovered that 
rapid building of standard theatres 
had overseated their territories. 

Costs of construction of the out- 
door cinemas. have now reached 
such astronomic heights that 
there’s not much leeway if there’s 
to be a profit after film rental, ex- 
penses, interest and amortization. 

Vogue for the drive-ins has been 
hypoed by the excellent earnings 
of most of them to date. They've 
been a novelty, but a practical one, 
and up to this summer there is be- 
lieved to have been none that 
didn’t show a tidy net. With the 
increase in competition, the bloom 
this season began to fade from the 
peach in some locations. 

Plenty of the skylight exhibs are 
beginning to worry about the 
future. They know that this sum- 
mer was ideal for the business, hav- 
ing been very dry and very hot in 
most of éhe country. What hap- 

pens, they want to know, when the 
inevitable cool and rainy summer 
comes up and the slender grosses 
have to be divvied among three or 
four or a dozen times as many 
houses as now. There are already 
indications of price-cutting and, on 
anv large scale, that would make 
for disaster. 

Secondary aspects of the flood of 
ozoners are changes in clearances 
and runs they're bringing about in 
their relationship to standard the- 
atres. That's already bringing on 
lawsuits, which are another prob- 
lem. 

Price Slashing at Pitt Drive-In 

Pittsburgh. 
drive-ins opening 
around here on wide scale and 
competition getting tougher, in- 
evitable wave of price-cutting has 
started New policy of many 
ozoners is to charge sO much a Car, 
instead of so much a person, as In 
the past. Auto can have only a 
couple or an entire family of seven 
or eight for same admission. 


With new 


3 New Drive-Ins for Mass. 
Worcester, Mass. 

Three new ozoners authorized in 
Central Massachusetts. In subur- 
ban Oxford. Drive-In Theatre 
Corp. of North Weymouth will 
build a $150,000 one. 
Standard 
build on Airport road. 
ster gets a 500-car drive-in. 

Fight New Indiana Ozoner 
Huntington, Ind. 

If 74 nearby residents have their 
way. Forrest I. Mitehell and Doral 
E. Mitchell, of Veedersburg, Ind., 
will not be permitted to erect a 
drive-in on U. S. Highwav 24 near 
here. The remonstrators asked 
the board of works to refuse to 
vacate certain streets in the region 
which would be necessary for the 
drive-in. 

Nix N. H. State Drive-In Plan 

Laconia, N. H. 

Ever-increasing number. of 
drive-ins doing nicely in this 
locality this summer is prompting 
many to get into the field includ- 
ing at least one New Hampshire 
state representative. Councilor C. 
Edward Bourassa of Manchester 
came up with the idea for an 
ozoner on state-owned land at 
Hampton Beach. Governor Adams 
quickly nixed the proposal. 

2 Drive-Ins Started in Texas 

Dallas 

New drive-in started here by 
C. D. Leon Theatres. With 700-car 
capacity, ozoner will be known as 
Garland Hi-Way. 

C. B. Schroeder and his son. 
C. B. Jr.. started construction of 
a new drive-in theatre at Brenham. 

L. N. Childress started construc- 
tion on new drive-in here on Harry 
Hines Blvd.: will have an 840-car 
capacity and will be called Harry 
Hines drive-in. 

Construction started on 500-car 
drive-in in Mineral Heights section 
at Greenville. Ozoner will be op- 
erated by M. E. and C. C. Hamm 
M. E. Hamm will manage. 

Asks Court for Ill. Drive-In OK 

Chicago. 

In second suit of its tvpe in this 
area, Marks Bros. filed suit in Cook 
County, Tl. Superior Court to 
force town of Skokie. IIl., to permit 
construction of outdoor theatre on 
McCormick Road north of Touhy 
Blvd. Village board denied peti- 


In Gardner, | 
Investment Co. will! 
Westmin- | 


tion earlier on the grounds that 
ozoner would be a traffic menace. 

Rube Levine opened his second 
drive-in, the Hilltopper, near Joliet 
on Route 6. Will handle 700 cars. 
His first was opened in Kankakee, 
Ill., a month ago. 


Seek Buffalo Ozener 
Buffalo 
Application for permit to build a 
drive-in at Cheektowaga, Buffalo 
suburb was filed with town clerk 
there. New ozoner is to be erected 
on Union Road between Walden 

Ave. and Urban Blvd 


Mpls. Ozoners Ask Early Pix 

Minneapolis. 
interests foresee an 
oy drive-in exhibi- 
territory, especially 
their own conven- 
in their areas, for 
Most of the 





Local film 
energetic fight 
tors in the 
those without 
tional theatres 
earlier availability. 
ozoners are now forced to take 
last runs. Sheldon Grengs, who 
operates both drive-ins and conven- 
tional theatres here, found that his 
drive-in, having a comparatively 
early availability, can prosper 
while his ozoner in another town 
getting late clearance is having 
tough sledding. 

Mass. Drive-In Fight Nears End 

Boston. 

Year-old hassle between the Na- 
tick Auto Theatre Corp. seeking 
approval for building of drive-in 
in nearby Natick and town fathers 
was one step nearer solution with 
granting of license for the theatre 
recently. Meanwhile, the building 
inspector remains adamant in re- 
fusing operators a permit for con- 
struction, pending an appeal to the 
building board. 





Drive-Ins for Dixie 
Charlotte, N. C. 

Representing an investment of 
$85,000, a new drive-in soon will 
be opened on Albemarle road near 
Charlotte city limits, by the Dixie 
Drive-in Theatres. It will be fifth 
drive-in for Charlotte. and the 14th 
to be opened by the Dixie Drive-in 
Theatres. 

Two new drive-ins, costing 
$225.000, will be constructed here 
by H. B. Meiselman, head of Caro- 
lina theatres. One, a $150,000 job, 
will be three miles out of Char- 
lotte, and will accommodate 750 
cars; other will hold 400 autos and 
will be on Pineville Road. 











Exhibs’ Drive 








Continued from 


>—_____ 
a 


pase perenne 
cessful. That evidence is contained 
in a recent Zenith proxy  state- 
ment to stockholders, which ree- 
emmended that a subsidiary cor- 
poration with at least $1,000,000 
capitalization be organized to han- 
dle Phonevision. Zenith 
in the statement that its own di- 
rectors “felt they would not be 
justified in recommending that 
your company invest any such sub- 


declared 


stantial part of its capital in an 
enterprise of that sort, which 
would of course result in a= sub- 
stantial loss in the event Phone- 
vision should not prove to be a 
success.” Proxy continued: 
“Phonevision has from time to 
time been explained and demon- 


strated to various telephone com- 
panies, motion picture producers, 
TV broadcasting organizations and 
others. While many of these or- 
ganizations have expressed inter- 
est, up io the present time it has 
not been possible to procure their 
adoption of the system or any 
agreements to use il or put it into 


operation. it is the opinion of 
Zenith’s management that some 
separate and independent entity 


should 
moting 
about 


assume the burden of 
Phonevision and 
its acceptance.” 
Zenith, meanwhile. has  em- 
ployed as counsel ex-Senator Bur- 
ton K. Wheeler, who has obtained 


bringing 


an extension until the middle of 
this month for the hearing. Dur- 
ing this time the exhibs hope to 
convince the FTC that Zenith 
should either admit its ads were 
false and misleading or the FTC 


should publish such an announce- 


ment. In either case, Phenevision 
would be discredited. Exhibs may 
get Theatre Owners of America 
exec secretary Gael Sullivan to 
carry the ball for them. Sullivan. 


before joining TOA, was exec sece- 
retary of the Democratic National! 
Committee, 


pro--« 


Constructed at a $200,000 cost, | 
a new Reading drive-in with an) 
800-car capacity has been opened | 
by Si Fabian and Jay Emanuel. 
Both exhibs are also partnering in 
another drive-in, the Exeter, which 
will operate on the other side of 
town. Although a building outfit, 
the Ballantyne Co., offers to set up 
new ozoners in three weeks, Fa- 
bian and Emanuel’s drive-in took 
11 weeks to build. 

High construction tags on the 
drive-ins, equalling that of regular 
four-walled theatres, is accounted 
for by the expensive sound appara 
tus needed to equip each car with 
individual speakers and high-pow- 
ered projectors. 





Briefs From the Lot 


Hollywood, Sept. 6. 

Next Pine-Thomas production 
for Paramount release will be “The 
Outeast,”’ based on a Mexican yarn 
by Geoffrey Homes... Hal Wallis 
will start “The Furies,’ a Barbara 
Stanwyck starrer, about Nov. 10 
.. Don Siegel will direct “Road- 
block,” story about an insurance 
investigator, to be produced by 
Alex Gottlieb at RKO . Lew 
Landers will direct ‘“‘Dynamite 
Trail,’ Tim Holt’s next galloper 
at RKO Clinton Sundberg 
shifted from Metro to Columbia for 
a role in ‘“‘A Mother for May”: . 
Howard Hughes bought “Gaunt 
Woman,” screenplay by Dale Van 
tvery, based on a novel by Ed- 
mund Gilligan. 

Eddie Quillan and Wally Vernon 








started their shorts program for 
Columbia’s 1949-50 release with 
“Let Down Your Aerial,” a two- 


reeler, directed by Del Lord and 
produced by Hugh McCollum. . 

Jack Carson assigned to the title 
role in “Elmer the Great,” to be 
produced for Warners by Saul 
Elkins with Richard Bare directing 
... Elsa Lanchester joined the cast 
of “The Petty Girl,” co-starring 
Robert Cumimngs and Joan Caul- 


field at Columbia Metro is 
sending a flight of stars to San 
Francisco for the preem of “The 
Red Danube,” Sept. 22... Charles 


Clarke assigned as art director on 
“Rock Bottom’ at Warners... 
William Lasky bought screen rights 
to “Condor,” a documentary tale of 
a bird of prey. now almost extinct. 

“The Man of the Plains” is the 
release tag on “The Fighting 
Plainsman” at 20th-Fox ... Charles 
Williams sold his novel, “War in 
Heaven,” to 20th-Fox. for incor- 
poration in “Scotland Yard Story.” 
which Sam Engel will produce in 
England ... Paul Kelly drew the 
male lead in “Guilty of Treason.”’ 
to be produced by Jack Wrather 
... Martin Rackin bought “Dawn.” 
authored by Fred Holger, for indie 
production .. . R. G. Springsteen 
will direct “Singing Guns,”  star- 
ring Vaughn Monroe, at Republic. 


‘Bovary’ Sweet $18,500, 
St. Loo; Heat’ $16,000 


: _ St. Louis, Sept. 6. 
Exodus of natives out of city 
for Labor Day is being offset by 





Visitors surging into the city to 
watch Cardinals fighting for Na- 


tional League pennant. Result is 
that biz over the weekend was 
good. “Sand” paired with vaude at 
the huge Fox looks solid $25,000. 
“Madame Bovary” at Loew’s and 
“White Heat” at the Missouri 
shapes as best straight-filmers, 
both being fine. 
Estimates for This Week 
Ambassador 


onl (F&M) (3,000; 50- 
‘0)— “Great Feeling” (WB) and 


“Great Gatsby” (Par) (m.o.). Okay 
$12,000. Last week. “You're My 
Everything” (20th) and “Last 


Fling’ (WB), $11,000. 

Fox (F&M) (5,000: 60-75) - 
“Sand” (20th) and vaude. Solid 
$25.000. Last week, “One False 


Step” (U) and vaude, $23,000. 


Loew's (Loew) (3.172: 50-75) 
Madame Bovary” (M-G) and 
Leave To Henry” (Mono). Nice 


$18,500. Last week, ‘Great Sinner” 
‘(M-G) and “Big Jack” (M-G). $19.- 
500 
Missouri 
“White 
Wolf 
Last 


‘F&M) (3.500: 50-75) 
Heat” (WB) and “Lone 
Lady” (Col). Fine $16.000. 
week, “It's Great Feeling” 
‘WB) and “House Across Street’ 
(WB). $14,000. 

St. Louis «F&M) (4,000: 50-75)— 
“Meet the Killer’ (U) and “Hell- 
fire’ (Rep). Good $9,000. Last week. 
Once More, Mv Darling” ‘(U) and 


“Air Hostess” (Col), $7,000. 

Shubert (Ind) (1.500: 40-60) — 
“Geronimo” (Par) and “Lonesome 
Pine” 'Par) \reissues). Trim $6,500 


Last week, closed. 





CINCINNATI 


(Continued from page 9) 

Okay $7,500 after pleasing $11,000 

“eem. 
 Geend (RKO) (1,400; 55-75)— 
“Secret Garden” (M-G). Favorable 
$8.500. Last week, “Doolins of 
Oklahoma” (Col), rosy $10,000. 

Keith's (City Inv.) (1,542; 55-75) 
— ‘Yes Sir, That’s My Baby” (U) 
(2d wk). Satisfactory $8,000 trail- 
ing great $10,500 opener. 


Lyric (RKO) (1,400; 55-75)— 
“Gone With Wind” (M-G) (reissue). 
Nice $7,000 Last week, “Black 
Magic” (UA) and “Not Wanted” 
(FC) (m.o.), split, modest $4.500. 

Palace (RKO) (2,600; 55-75) 
“Mighty Joe Young” (RKO) and 


“Make Mine Laughs” (RKO). Solid 


$14,060 Last week, “It’s Great 

‘celing’ (WB) and “Arctic Man- 
hunt” (U), $13,000. 

Shubert (RKO) (2.100: 55-75)— 
“It's Great Feeling’ (WB) and 
“Aretic Manhunt” (U) (m.o.). Mod- 
erate $4.500. Last week. “Roseanna 


McCoy” (RKO) (m.o.) (2d wk), big 
$5.500. 


(Continued from page 9) 
of Palace vaude. Zooming to nifty 


$23,000. Last week. ‘Meet the 
Killer” (U) (2d wk), bright $12,000. 
Rialto (Indie) (1,700; 50-98)— 


“Miracle of Life” (Indie) (5th wk). 
Dropping off to light $7,000. Last 
week, $7,300. 

Roosevelt (‘B&K) (1,500; 50-98)— 
“Manhandled” (Par) and “Big Cat” 


(EL) (2d wk). Down to $9,000. Last 
week, okay $11,000 

Selwyn (Shubert) (1.000; $1.20- 
$2. 40)——"Red Shoes” (‘EL) (37th 
wk). May go up to $6,000 this 
round. Last week, nice $5.900. 

State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 50-98) 
— ‘Rope of Sand” (Par). Hefty 


$26,000. Last week, “Great Gatsby” 
(Par) (2d wk), $20,000. 

United Artists (B&K) (1.700; 50- 
98)——"Madame Bovary” (M-G) (2d 
wk). Modest $10,000. Last week, 
$13,000. 

Woods (Essaness) (1.073; 98-$1.25) 
—‘Jolson Sings Again” (Col) (2d 
wk) Colossal $50.000 or near 
looms. Last week. record $55,000. 

World (Indie) (587: 80)—“‘Quiet 
One” (Indie) (2d wk). Staunch $4,- 
000. Last week, $4.500. 


‘Stable’ Sturdy $23,000, 
Denver; ‘Young’ Fat 166 


Denver, Sept. 6. 
“Come To Stable” is landing 
biggest total this round, playing 
in three houses. ‘Mighty Joe 
Young” also is very sturdy at 
Orpheum. “Top O’Morning” is 
doing so well in second Denham 
week it will stay a third. Crowds 
downtown for Labor Day parade 
helped fill houses over weekend. 
Estimates for This Week 
Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 35-74) — 
“Slattery’s Hurricane” (20th) and 
“Incident” (Mono), day-date with 
Paramount. Good $3,000. Last 
week, subsequent-run. 
Broadway ‘Wolfberg) (1.500; 35- 


74\—"'Girl Jones Beach” (WB) (2d 
wk), dav-date with North, South 
Drive-Ins. Nice $6,500. Last week, 
$8,000. 


Denham (Cockrill) (1.750; 35-74) 
—'Top O° Morning” (Par) (2d wk) 


Fine $15,000. Stays again. Last 
week, big $17.000 
Denver (Fox) (2.525: 35-74) — 


“Come to Stable” (20th) and “Lost 
Tribe” (Col), day-date with Esquire, 
Webber. Solid $17.000. Last week, 


“Africa Screams” ‘UA) and “One 
Last Fling’ (WB), $12,000 
Esquire ‘(Fox)’ (742: 35-74) — 


“Come to Stable” (20th) and “Lost 
Tribe” (Col), also Denver. Webber. 
Fine at $3.000. Last week. “Africa 
Screams” (UA) and “One Last 
Fling” (WB). sad $300 in 3 days. 
North Drive-In ‘Wolfberg) (850 
cars; 74) — “Girl Jones Beach” 
‘WB). also Broadway. Good $6,000. 
Last week, subsequent-run. 
Orpheum (RKO) (2.600: 35-74)— 
“Mighty Joe Young” (RKO) and 
“Make Mine Laughs” (RKO). Rous- 
ing $16,000. Last week. “Great 
Sinner” (M-G) and “Conspiracy in 
Teheran” (UA), $14.000 
Paramount (Fox) (2,200: 35-74)— 


“Slattery’s Hurricane’ (20th) and 
“Incident” (Mono), also Aladdin. 
Fair $8,500. Last week, “Not 
Wanted” (FC) and “Amazon Quest” 
‘FC), fair $8,000. 

South Drive-In ‘Wolfberg) (1,000 
cars; 74) — “Girl Jones Beach” 
‘WB). also Broadway and North 
Drive-In. Good $6,000. Last week, 
subsequent-run. 

Webber (Fox) (750): 35-74) — 


“Come to Stable” (20th) and “Lost 
Tribe” (Col), also Esquire, Webber. 
Trim $3,000. Last week. “Africa 
Screams” ‘UA) and “One Last 
Fling” (WB), $2,000. 


‘Brave’ Robust $12,000, 
Mpls.; ‘Young’ Rousing 
14G, ‘Morning’ Fat 196 


Minneapolis, Sept. 6. 

Strong boxoffice ammunition is 
helping loop showhouses to go to 
town currently. With such sta}- 
warts as “Top o’ the Morning.” 
“Home of Brave” and “Mighty Joe 
Young,” biz is coming very much 
to life, even though rising temper- 
atures don’t smack of fall. The 
long Labor Day weekend sending 
many localites out of town is an 
adverse factor. However. Minne- 
sota State Fairs, which has been 
providing tough opposition for 
theatres, ended its 10-day run 
Monday (5), and that helps 

Estimates for This Week 





Century (Par) (1.600: 50-70) —~ 
“Secret Garden” (M-G). Mild $5.- 
000. Last week, “Movie Crazy” 


(Indie), disappointing $4,500 
Radio City (Par) (4,000; 50-70) 
“Top O’ Morning” (Par). Couldn't 
help hitting all cvlinders with the 
Crosby - Fitzgerald aces reunited, 
and it’s doing that. Smash $19.000 
in prospect. Last week. “Africa 
Screams” (UA) and Bob Crosby. 3 
Stooges, Ted Weems orch, onstage. 
big $32,000 at 50-85c¢ scale but not 
as good as expected. 
RKO-Orpheum (RKO) (2.800: 50- 
70)\—‘Mighty Joe Young” ‘RKQ). 
Crix may scoff but turnstiles are 
working oOver-time. Heading for 
hefty $14,000, with juvenile trade 
turning out in record-breaking 
fashion. Last week, “Mr. Soft 
Touch” (Col), fairly good $9,000. 
RKO-Pan (RKO) (1,600: 50-70)—~ 


“Mr. Soft Touch” ‘Col) (m.o.). Here 
from Orpheum. Fair $6,000. Last 
week, “Anna Lucasta”’ (Col) (2d 
wk), $5,700. 

State (Par) (2.300: 50-70 “Home 


of Brave’ (UA), Raves for this one 
and this plus word-of-mouth is 
helping off-set lack of cast names. 


Fine $12,000. Last week. “Red 
Pony” (Rep), light $7.000 in 5 davs. 

World (Mann) (400: 50-70) — 
“They Met at Midnight M-G). 
Fair $3,000 looms Last week, 
“Mourning Becomes. Electra” 


(RKO) (2d run), good $3,200 


SAN FRANCISCO 


(Continued from page 8) 
under. Last week, ‘Great Sinner” 
(M-G) and “Forgotten Women” 
(Mono) (3d wk), $7,500 in 5 days. 

Paramount (Par) (2,646; 60-85)— 
“Top O’ Morning” (Par) and “Sky- 
liner’ (SG). Solid $21,000 for this 
Crosby opus. Last week, ‘Silver 
Lining” (WB) and “House Across 
Street” (WB) (3d wk). $12,500 

St. Francis (Par) (1.400; 60-85)— 


“Any Number Play” (‘M-G) ‘3d 
wk). Holding up at $11.500. Last 
week, husky $14,500. 

Orpheum (No. Coast) (2.448: 55- 
85)—“‘Meet The Killer’ ‘U) and 
“Hopalong Cassidy” (UA) Fair 


$14,000. Last week. “Anna Lucasta” 
(Col) and ‘“‘Air Hostess” (Col:, slim 
$11,500. 

United Artists (No. Coast) '1,207; 


55-85) — ‘Black Magic’ ‘UA) (3d 
wk). Held to $7,000. Last week, 
okay $8,000. 

Stagedoor (Ackerman) (370; 
$1.20-$2.40) — “Red Shoes” ‘EL) 


(15th wk). Good $7.500. Last week, 


$7,900. 
Clay (‘Roesner) (400: 65-85!) -- 
“Little Chickadee’ ‘Indie! and 


“Bank Dick” (Indie) ‘reissues! ‘3d 
wk). Still big at $3,500. Last week, 
$4,000. 


PROVIDENCE 


‘Continued from page 8) _ 
and return of vaude to stage. Nice 
$8,500. Last week, reissues 


Majestic (Fay) (2.200; 44-65)— 
“Come to Stable” (20th). Quick 
turnover helping to nice $16,000. 
Last week, “Great Feeling’ (WB) 
and “Rimfire” (SG', very neat 
$17,000. 

Metropolitan (Snider) (3.100: 44- 
65)—“Movie Crazy” (reissue) and 


“Tuna Clipper” (Indie). Harold 
Lloyd not attracting much at $4.- 
000. Last week, reissues. 


State (Loew) (3,200; 44-65)'— 
“Great Sinner” (M-G) and “Law of 
Barbary Coast” ‘(M-G). Fairly ac- 
tive $19,000. Last week. “Wizard 


of Oz” (M-G) (reissue) and Frankie 
Laine heading stageshow with Ar- 
tie Dann and Connie Haines, solid 
$32,000. 

Strand (Silverman) (2.200 
—Rope of Sand” (Par) 
Monday (5). Last week, 
Gatsby” (Par) (2d wk). nifty 


44-65) 
Opened 
“Great 
$12.500 


| Rosenblatt’s Catskill 
Albany. 
a 600-seater near 
Sam Rosenblatt, 
Don Lashway 4 


The Catskill, 
here built by 
with 


opened 
i Manager, 
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MPAA, Par, 








MPAA case to the Commission, he 
said, emphasizes that theatre tele 
will widen the horizon of the pic- 
ture theatre, broaden its use as a 
community service, and bring defi- 
nition and color to television as 
it has never been done before. 

Cheyfitz said that MPAA will 
move into high gear in the next 
three months to measure the im- 
pact of television on the motion 
picture industry. __ 

The MPAA petition told FCC 
that, in addition to Par and 20th- 
Fox, Warner Bros. has expended 
substantial sums for research in 
theatre video. Other members— 
Allied Artists, Columbia, RKO, 
Loew’s, Republic and Universal— 
have not experimented individul- 
ly, petition said, but have contrib- 
uted financial and technical assist- 
ance to the development through 
their membership in MPAA, which 
is a sustaining member of SMPE. 

The industry petition accentuat- 
ed the possibilities of the institu- 
tional value of the theatre as a 
result of television. It visualized 
use of the houses in the forenoon 
as classrooms for showing of films 
accompanied by lectures, or, as an 
alternative, an aid to education 
through arrangements for utilizing 
the equipment of the theatre tele 
system by the schools. In this way, 
it suggested, the educational facili- 
ties of video could be made avail- 
able to a community without its 
undertaking the expensive con- 
struction and installation of equip- 
ment. 

The advantageous setting of the 
theatre, with “optimum conditions 
of physical comfort in an atmos- 
phere conducive to concentration,” 
was cited by MPAA as an argu- 
ment in support of channel alloca- 
tions for the system. It was also 
pointed out that the theatre-going 
public selects its entertainment 
and pays admission “in the knowl- 
edge that the programs are not 
sponsored by advertisers.” 

Par’s petition proposed that 20 


channels in the portion of the 
microwaves between 5,650mc and 
7125me be allocated for theatre 


video. These channels, 60me wide, 
would require an allocation of 
1.200me and provide for four na- 
tional and two: local systems. 

Par declared that a single ‘“‘com- 
plete” theatre tele service would 
require a minimum of four chan- 
nels—one for relaying a remote 
pickup to a central distributing 
point, one for distributing the pro- 
grams to theatres and other groups 
requesting the service, and two for 
distribution on an intercity basis. 
The company said it would pro- 
pose to start the service on an 
intracity basis, extending to a re- 
gional and, thereafter, a national 
scale. 

Paramount said it has theatre 
video in operation in New York 
and Chicago and is installing the 
system in Los Angeles, Toronto, 
Detroit, Boston and San Francis- 
co. If the FCC grants the required 
channels, it said, it will provide 
special productions of entertain- 
ment, cultural and educational val- 
ue for theatres, schools, auditori- 
ums, etc. 
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Par told the Commission that 
the importance of the develop- 
ment of theatre video to the mo- 
tion picture industry “is so great 
as to assure that the necessary in- 
vestment and application will take 
place.” 

Twentieth-Fox, in an elaborate 
petition accompanied by compre- 
hensive technical data, asked for 
12 channels of 30me width, or a 
total of 360mec of spectrum space. 
One theatre system, Fox said, can 
operate with two channels, and 12 
channels would provide facilities 
for at least six competitive 
tems in a given area. 

With careful use of the 
nels, said 20th, ‘‘a theatre tele- 
vision coverage of the U. S., com- 
parable to, if not better than, the 
coverage possible under the Com- 
mission’s proposed allocation plan 
for commercial television broad- 
cast stations, could be obtained.” 

Both Par and Fox asserted thai 
coaxial cable would not be suit- 
able and is too costly for the serv- 
ice, and that radio frequencies are 
necessary for the development of 
theatre video. 


| 
| 
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fairly strong early in the month, 


but in the final two weeks it 
dropped. “Any Number’ Can 
Play” (M-G), seventh in the pre- 


ceding month, managed to move to 
sixth in August. 

Seventh slot was taken by “It’s 
a Great Feeling” (WB), mainly on 
its spurt toward the close of the 
month, while eighth was won by 
“Lost Boundaries” (FC). 

“Slattery’s Hurricane” (20th) 
showed enough stamina to wind up 
ninth, although dubbed disappoint- 
ing by some crix. “Black Magic’”’ 
(UA) rounded out the Big 10 list. 

Strongest runner-up pictures 


were “Home of Brave” (UA), 
“Girl From Jones Beach” (WB), 
“House of Strangers” (20th), 


which was fourth in July; “Sorrow- 
ful Jones” (Par), “Yes Sir, That’s 
My Baby” (U) and “Anna Lucas- 
ta’ (Col) in about that order. 

Long line of newcomers, just 
getting started as the month ended, 
hint strongboxoffice potentialities 
Best bets appear to be “Jolson 
Sings Again” (Col), “Top O’ Morn- 
ing” (Par), “I Was Male War 
Bride” (20th), “Madame Bovary” 
(M-G), “Come to Stable” (20th), 
“Rope of Sand” (Par) and ‘‘Rose- 
anna McCoy” (RKO). “Jolson” 
is an assured smash, judging from 
records hung up in N. Y. and Chi- 
cago. Both “Morning” and “Bride” 
did very big on initial playdates, 
while “Stable” still is strong on 
first date in N. Y. “Sand,” which 
had four great weeks at N. Y. Par- 
amount, also is shaping up fine 
elsewhere. ‘McCoy” was a real 
smash on preem sessions in sev- 
eral key cities. 

“Love Happy” (UA) did excel- 
lent business on several weeks in 
test run, while “Sword in Desert” 
(U) was big on N. Y. teeoff. ‘Yel- 
low Ribbon” (RKO) was launched 
with smash results in Kansas City, 
but actual release date is not un- 
til this month. ‘Once More, My 
Darling” (U) has done enough so 
far to indicate possibilities. 


“Red Menace” (Rep) collected 
some sizeable grosses, although 
hopped on by crix. “Brimstone,” 


another from the same distrib, did 
well on L. A. launching. ‘Scene of 
Crime” (M-G) has proved disap- 
pointing for the most part thus 
far. 

“The Champion” (UA) con- 
tinued racking up good biz. “Great 
Sinner” (M-G), which won a num- 
ber of bookings, was uneven with 
numerous dates mild to only okay. 
“The Window” (RKO) still is 
managing nice totals, doing unusu- 
ally well where given novel bally- 
hoo. 

Of the reissues, ‘‘Dumbo’’-‘‘Salu- 


‘dos Amigos,” RKO package, “Wiz- 


ard of Oz” (M-G) and Par combo 
of “Lonesome Pine’’-‘‘Geronimo” 
still shape up outstandingly. 


WB’s 100 Yarns 


Survey of dramatic material at 





, Warners discloses 100 story prop- 


erties. of which 59 are either com- 
pleted or in work. Of these six 
are facing the cameras, 17 are in 
the backlog and 36 are lined up 
for shooting in the near future. 

In addition, 41 are in various 
stages of preparation, the most in 


{ 


| 
| 
} 


/of which 


‘ 


Pat Somerset Renamed 
California AFL Veepee 


Hollywood, Sept. 6. 


Pat Somerset was re-elected 
veepee of the California State Fed- 





eration of Labor and named to | 
represent the Screen Actors Guild 
at the national AFL convention in 
St. Paul starting Oct. 3. 

Somerset was recently reelected 
president of the California State 
Theatrical Federation, composed of 
AFL unions and guilds in film 
studios and theatres. 
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led three cheers for Depinet’s fine 
work 

Leonard Spigelgass presented a 
literate, incisive exposition on 
the obligations of the motion pic- 
ture industry. 

Depinet introduced actor George 
Murphy to air his views on ‘‘What’s 
wrong with our business, except- 
ing your salary.” 

Art Arthur gave a singularly re- 
vealing exposition of the Motion 
Picture Industry Council’s (Holly- 
wood) fine work, in all its facets, 
at one of the five subcommittee 
powwows 

Jay Emanuel's pitch to K.O. the 
20% tax. 

Eric Johnston was masterful in 
his oratory during his summation 
of the world outlook in relation to 
the film biz, and in his plea for a 
moratorium on name-calling. 


Edwin Silverman (Essaness 
chain) already utilizing his pro- 
posed industry slogan, ‘Movies 
Are Your Best Buy,” by tacking it 


onto all the “Jolson Sings Again” 
ads. Silverman and John Balaban 
are on opposite sides of this unity 
powwow because of the former’s 


multi-million suit against B&K 
over clearances, ete 
SPG and SOPEG picketed the 


Drake during the PR powwows. 

Every constituent group named 
an alternate to its chairman but 
30b O'Donnell, as the lone rep of 
the Variety Clubs. was told to 
name Bob O’Donnell as his alter- 
nate. 

Trade press, with nine publica- 
tions represented by its editors and 
publishers, constituted the largest 
delegation. 

Time 


mag was looking for an 
“angle” that this powwow had 
some overtones and/or other ul- 


terior motives. 

George Murphy tells about the 
L.A. film fan who rated her pic- 
tures by the drive-in in San Fer- 
nando that “makes a better ham- 
burger.” 


| Johnston's 0.0. 
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at about the same time. Johnston 
is slated to leave on the ECA tour 
at the end of next week (probably 
Sept. 17 or 18), and be away! 
about six weeks. The UNESCO | 
conclave which Arnall plans to at-} 
tend runs from Sept. 19 to Oct. 5. | 

SIMPP, it has been known ever 


since word of the Johnston trip 
first got out, has been fearful that | 
the MPAA chieftain would take| 


advantage of his presence abroad 


} 


to discuss film industry matters, | 
particularly in England. SIMPP 
objects to this on two grounds. 


First is that the indies want to be 
represented in any talks that go 
on and the second is that SIMPP 
has been consistently against U. S. 
industry reps negotiating with 
foreign governments. Arnall and 
his constituents have maintained 
that such talks should be on a gov- 
ernment-to-government level and 
that the State Dept. should carry 
the ball, with the filmites only on 
hand as expert advisers. 

Announcement of Arnall’s ap- 
pointment as a UNESCO delegate 
stated that it had been made by 
the President “fon the recommends- 
tion of the Dept. of State.” The 
former Georgia governor will wou 
with the delegation on matters re- 
lating to motion pictures. He has 
been for several years a member of 
the U. S. Commission for UNESCO, 
Dr. Milton S. Eisen- 
hower is chairman. 

Johnston’s mission for ECA will 
take him on a tour with reps of 
other mass media to Marshall Plan 
countries. They will investigate 
whether the people of these nations 
are being adequately apprised of 
the U. S. largesse. Group will 
make recommendations upon its re- 
turn for improving the good will 
America is getting out of its hand- 
outs of food and other aid. 


Mickey Redstone's 


Whitestone Bridge 


Drive-In Almost Became a Cemetery 


By GEORGE GILBERT 

New York’s first drive-in inside 
the city limits—the Whitestone 
Bridge ozoner at the Bronx ap- 
proach to the span — culminated 
three years’ of negotiations by op- 
erator Michael (Mickey) Red- 
stone when the outdoor theatre 
opened early this month. One of 
the major stumbling blocks to 
ward acquisition of the 22-acre 
site was the reported opposition 
of Park Commissioner’ Robert 
Moses, who originally frowned on 
the venture 

Change attitude 
brought about 
dickerings of 


in Moses’ 
said to have been 
by the intensive 
other interests who intended to 
use the property for a cemetery 
Whereupon the commissioner gave 
the greenlight since a drive-in pre- 


Is 


sumably is a much more welcome 
enterprise. Zoning laws, inciden- 
tally, don’t prevent drive-in con- 
struction within the city limits, 
according to Redstone’s’§ super 
visor, Harvey Elliott, who man 
ages the Whitestone theatre. “It’s 
the high cost of property that’s 
been keeping them out.” 

Other than Redstone’s new spot, 
the only other New York open 
airer is a Fabian plant in Staten 
Island In a practical sense that 
operstion really isn’t a “city” 
drive-in, Elliott declared, since it’s 
not readily accessible from other 


sections of the town. 

Whitestone rolled out its 
come carpet on the crest 
$5,000 saturation, promotion cam 
paign to bally the preem. Radio 
newspapers and 24-sheets were ex 
tensively used. Declining to state 
the spot’s exact capacity, Elliott 
said it would best be described as 
“one of the largest drive-ins in 
the east.” His reticence stems 
from a dislike to aid distributors 
in estimating grosses. “They'll find 
out evertually,” he said, ‘but why 
should I go out of my way to help 
them?” Currently all product is 
being bought on a flat basis. (A 
fair estimate of capacity would be 
850 cars.) 


wel- 
of a 


Prospect of getting better clear 


ance, Elliott opined, is remote, 
since ‘‘we have the toughest kind 
of competition in the vicinity with 
the Loew, Skouras and RKO 
chains.” His film fare consists of 
such oldies as this week's bill of 


Par’s “Golden Earrings” and 
“Dynamite.” While business was 
admittediv slow at Thursday 
night’s (25) show, the manager 
was confident the operation will 
prove a profitable setup 

As a basis for his optimism FIl- 
liott pointed out that Redstone 
also operates the Revere and Ded- 
ham drive-ins in the Boston sub- 
urbs “In those ozoners’ general 
area,” he said, “‘there are several 
competing spots and all of us are 
doing all right. Now with this ex- 
cellent Bronx location, plus no 
other outdoor competition and a 
much greater audience potential 
here than in Boston, we're bound 


to succeed.” 


Whitestone’s phvsical character- 
istics include a paved area of tar 
and crushed stone, double-ramps 
and a 43 x 62 foot screen. While 
the double-ramp layout is not the 
best, Elliott said, it’s the most 
practical under the circumstances 
tor this site. Screen is supported 
on piles designed to sustain many 
times the actual weight of the ap- 
paratus. Although the premises is 
mostly filled-in land, the manager 
felt that there’s little chance of 
settling, since the surface holds 
large bulldozers with no difficulty. 

Admission is 70c. weekdays. 80e. 
weekends, with children under 
12 free. Elliott stated the policy 
of some drive-in operators in offer- 


ing pony rides, fireworks, ete., as 
a business builder would be 
passed up at Whitestone since 
space wasn’t available. However, 
the omnipresent concession is 
available for Cokes, soft drinks, 
popcorn, hot dogs, french fries, 
tried clams and what have you. 
Meanwhile, future patrons ap- 


parently will be comprised chiefly 
of Bronx residents on the basis of 
program requests, tending to show 
that few customers come any ap- 
preciable distance. 
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A. C. CARBON ARC SPOTLIGHT 
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Arc lamps 
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Produces a steady, sharp, uniformly illuminated snow- 
Silvered glass reflector and two-element variable focal 


Draws only 10 amperes from any 110-volt A.C. conven- 
ience outlet. Adjustable, self-regulating transformer, an 
integral part of the base, makes the use of heavy rotat- 


Easily operated. Automatic arc control maintains con- 


burns one hour and 20 minutes at 21 volts and 45 am- 


Horizontal masking control. Can be angled at 45 degrees 
Color boomerang contains six slides 
and ultraviolet filter holder. 


Easily disassembled for shipping. 


or flicker. A trim of carbons 





Please send free lilerature, prices and name of the 
nearest dealer in Strong Spotlights. 
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NEW YORK 


Realigning its sales force for a 
product push, Warner sales man- 
ager Ben Kalmenson has appoint- 
ed Norman Ayers as assistant east- 
ern division sales manager under 
Jules Lapidus, supervisor of this 
division. Ayers, formerly south- 
ern division sales manager, will 
headquarter in New York. John 


“irby, southeastern district mana- 


ger, succeeds Ayers in southern 
post. 

Eagle Lion has taken on Rube 
Perlman as special rep concen- 


trating on David O. Selznick prod- 


uct which the company handles. 
Perlman has been with Edward 
Small Productions for last two 


years as a field rep. 
Altee Service’s i2th anniversary 
being signalized in New York on 
Sept. 8 with a cocktailery. It also 
incepts the service company's new 
sales drive. 
Maurice Segal, 
Century Circuit as 


formerly with 
asst. ad-pub 


chief, to Paramount’s pressbook 
dept. 
Oct. 2 designated by Para- 


mount as Oscar Morgan Week for 
special drive to signatize the 35th 
anniversary of the short subjects 
sales chief with the company. Mor- 
gan was guested last week at 
Sardi’s at a luncheon emceed by 
Russell Holman, eastern produc- 
tion chief, and attended by Adolph 
Zukor, Barney Balaban, Leonaard 
Goldenson and Alfred W. Schwal- 
berg. 


DALLAS 


Ervin J. Sedlack named manager 
of Texas and Rita at Haskell, re- 
placing Dorsey Looney, who plans 
to go to Fort Worth-Dallas area. 
Sedlack comes here from Celeste, 
Celeste, Tex., where manager. — 

Several changes and promotions 
made here by Haywood Simmons, 


manager of Paramount exchange. | 
booking manager, | 


Tommy Luce, 
promoted to salesman and will 
travel northwest Texas, replacing 
Truman Hendrix. Frank Rule will 
cover south Texas while William 
Rowe will continue with San An- 
tonio and Rio Grande Valley. Rich- 
ard Parker upped from booker to 
booking manager. 

H. C. Lower is new owner of Ritz 
at Linden, having purchased house 
from T. L. Richey. 

J. H. Sparks III took over opera- 
tion in Houston of the Vogue; for- 


merly was with the Liberty, Fort | 


Worth. 
Fred V. Cannata, Sr., general 
manager of Will Horowitz Theatres, 





+++ 


announced that his son, Fred, Jr., 
is new ad-publicity director for the | 
chain. | 

Jerry Stout, who started work at | 
Bowie as general handyman for 
Frank Benson 13 years ago, pur- 
chased the interest held by Benson 
in Majestic and Ritz theatres there. 
L. D. and J. H. Lutzer, of Dallas, 
are the other partners. 

J. B. Rhea, general manager of 
Lindsey Theatres, Inc., Lubbock, 
announced that Lee R. Phillips, 
manager of Tower, has been also 
made promotion manager of clr- 
cult. 





CHICAGO 


For the first time in the history 
of Chicago censor board, no films 
were rejected or classified for 
“adults only” after reviewing 104 

ix. 

. Frank Stewart, general manager 
of Alger circuit for last three 


years, resigns with Russell Hurt, 
chief booker, upped to general 
manager post. Stewart bought, 


Tivoli in Danville, Ill. , 

John Hamilton leaves as films 
officer of British Information 
Services, Chicago, to join U. S. 
diplomatic corp. 

Government filed an appeal to 
Judge Michael Igoe’s Chi federal 
district court, writ of habeas cor- 
pus, which has prevented the re- 
turn of Paul Ricca to jail to await 
charges of parole violation. Ricca 
was one of four gangsters con- 
victed for $1,800,000 extortion of 
members of film industry. 

Jim Lamb won Variety Club of 
Illinois golf tourney last week with 
low gross of 68. 

Allied toppers met here last 
week to plan for national conven- | 
tion in Milwaukee next month. 

Fred Hartman, assistant mana- 
ger of Esquire, named manager. 


INDIANAPOLIS 


Associated Theatre Owners of 
Indiana hold their annual conven- | 
-— at Hotel Lincoln here Nov. 15- | 
6. | 

Personal appearances of Farley 
Granger with “Roseanna McCoy” 
at Circle and Donald O’Connor 
with “Yes, Sir, That’s My Baby” at 
Indiana hypoed both, marking 
post-war high in promotion effort 
here. 

Polio ban lifted in Muncie, with 
most other eastern Indiana towns 
following suit. 

Y & W Management Corp. has 
taken over lease on the Idaho and 
Swan at Terre Haute from Mrs. G. 
R. Reinking. 

Mrs. Nell Orr sold the Speedway 














| New York Theatres | 


here to J. B. Sconce Enterprises. 
William Brower ned head booker 
at Universal- International, suc- 
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| Was a Male War Bride 
A 20th Century-Fox Picture 
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RADIO CITY MUSIC HAIL 
Rockefeller Center 
Joseph Michael 
COTTEN WILDING 
in ALFRED HITCHCOCK'S 


“UNDER CAPRICORN" 


Color by TECHNICOLOR 
A Transatlantic Picture 
Released by Warner Bros. 


SPECTACULAR STAGE PRESENTATION * 


Ingrid 
BERGMAN 





— 





THE KID From CLEVELAND 
GEORGE BRENT @® LYNN BAR! 
and 
THE CLEVELAND INDIANS 
A Republic Picture 
Air-Conditioned 
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to Washington. 


| Permit for first drive-in inside | 


of Indianapolis city limits given by 
| zoning board to group headed by 
| Dr. Marvin Sandorf. 
| 900-car ozoner. 


4 BOSTON 


The world pirtemiere of Metro’s 
“The Red Danube” is set for Loew’s 
State and Orpheum, Sept. 22 with 
personal appearances by Carey 
|Wislon and anet Leigh. 
| When new Avon Drive-in opens 
|its gates, Interstate will place Har- 
old O’Day as manager, switching 
\him from the Strand, Southbridge. 
' Bostonians taking in the TOA 
national convention on the Coast 
are Arthur Lockwood; Mr. and. 
Mrs. E. Harold Stoneman, Mr. and | 
Mrs. Phillip Smith, Sam Pinanski, | 
Martin Mullin and Harry Browning. 
| The town of Braintree will have 
its first open airer next spring 
since selectmen voted a permit to 
L. Grossman & Sons to erect a 
drive-in on Quincy avenue former- 
ly occupied by Navy barracks. 

John C. McDonald, of Revere, 
Mass., named to succeed Richard 
| Kalagher as manager of the State 
_at Rochester, which was recently 
-reopentd. Kalagher will manage 
ithe Strand, Southbridge, Mass. 


ST. LOUIS 


| The Gem, Odin, Jll., closed ear- 
‘ly in August by J. D. Hawley, re- 
| lighted by Melvin Edele, who also 
|operates the State, Centralia, Ill. 
| Ray Viessman took over the Rex, 
Freeburg, Ill., formerly operated 
by Cliff Mantle, St. Louis, who 
shuttered the house last July. 

Rowe Carney, Harry Blunt and 
Associates abandoned newly erect- 
ed drive-in theatre near Pond, Mo., 
for a larger one to be built near 
Rolla, Mo. 

Sidney M. Studt, developer and 
builder, is planning new 1,000- 
seater in shopping center at Clay- 
ton, St. Louis county. 

Harry Jones, of Skyview Amus. 
Co., Lawrenceville, Ill, lighted 


| Hollywood 
!local theatre chain of 16 houses, 


ceeding Jack Benson, transferred | 


It will be, 


S. E. Pirtle, head of Pirtle Amus. 
Co., Jerseyville, Ind., on mend 
after a major operation. 


owner, bedded in Cairo, IIl., hospi- 
tal following operation. 


PITTSBURGH 


Al Caldwell joined Monogram 
as salesman in West Virginia area; 
succeeds the late Edward Wheel- 
er, killed in an auto smash-up six 
weeks ago. Caldwell was a check- 
ing supervisor for Warners in Buf- 
falo and Charlotte but more re- 
cently has been in tax division of 
Prentice Hall Publishing’ Co., 
ae - 

Mannie Youngerman, formerly 
with Eagle Lion both here and in 
N. Y., added to UA sales staff; 
succeeds Al Wheeler, resigned. 

20th-Fox plans to leave city sales 
post open indefinitely. Jim Thorpe, 
who recently left the company 
after more than 21 years, former- 
ly had that job. 

Mrs. Chris Michael of the Rex 
back on job again after vacation- 
ing in Greece for several months. 

Lewis Hausser, former Galeton 
exhib, acquired the Sun in Altoona 
and will reopen it shortly. 


MINNEAPOLIS 

“Jolson Sings Again” set for in- 
definite run at RKO-Pan late this 
month. Final details completed 
for Minnesota Amus. Co. to take 
Strand, and former partner, W. L. 
Nicholas, to retain the Nicholas 
in Fairmont, Minn., as first step in 
consent decree compliance. 

Third local neighborhood, the in- 
die Nile, set in new 35-day clearance 
slot which is second earliest up- 
town and suburban availability. 

Minnesota Entertainment Enter- 
prises and Bill Sears, general man- 
ager ,tossed party at Northwest 
Variety club for employes of four 
Twin City drive-ins. 

Fay Dressell, RKO branch man- 
ager, entertaining mother from 
California. 

W. R. Frank, circuit owner and 
producer, will retain 


previously announced fox sale. 


WINNIPEG 


Price and policy changes in three 
theatres, raising their status on 
product and admissions announced 
by Western Theatres, Ltd. In fu- 
ture, Lyceum will play only top- 
ranking pictures on single bills. 


Prices will be upped to the same | 


level as those for Capitol, Metro- 
politan and Gaiety, Famous Play- 
ers downtown firstruns. 
using double bills of lesser product 
and at lower prices than in Famous 
Players theatres. Also the Rio will 
take over type of films previously 


shown at Lyceum. The Bijou, for- | 


merly subsequent-run, will become 
a first-run house but playing west- 
erns and adventure pix which the 
Rio has used in the past. 


The Valour became an arty the- | 


atre last week. Albert D. Cohen, 
one of owners, says the house will 
show only firstrun foreign pictures. 


LOS ANGELES 


Three suits, charging non-pay- 
ment of salaries, filed with State 
Labor Commission against Sey- 
mour and Harold Nebenzal, presi- 


dent and veepee of West Coast | 


Productions. Amounting to $4,- 
800, suits were filed by Milton 
Carter, assistant director. Perry 
Ferguson, art director, and Her- 
vey Clermont, casting director, 
claiming they were not paid for 
their labor on production 
made in Mexico. 


ALBANY 


1 
| new 400-car drive-in near Flora, 


Film Row 


I. W. Rodgers, vet film theatre | 


Had been | 


“_,° y 


Leonard L. Rosenthal, Albany 


film attorney, acting for Ernie 
Wolfe of New Town Hall in Low- 
ville, is trying to obtain elimina- 
tion of 14-day clearance held by 
Schine’s Strand in Carthage. Wolfe, 
who rebuilt and modernized the 
Town Hall after the Avalon was 
destroyed by fire last winter, 
claims Lowville not only follows 
Cathage, 18 miles away, but also 
Watertown. 


CHARLOTTE 
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American film pact expires next 
June when part of the iced assets 
would revert to non-company uses. | 
“What difference does it make if 
you lose your money one way or 
another?” Par’s topper asks. “If 
you make a picture in England, you 
still must sell it here. Paramount 
will certainly not produce a film in 
Britain unless it is convinced that 
it will go well here.” 

Touching on the subject of nega- 
tive costs, Par’s chief said he is not 
satisfied that costs are low enough 
in the present market. “It will be 
a struggle for production next year. 
We've cut basic costs, such as la- 
bor and material, as much as pos- 
sible. The rest of economizing 
must come from ingenuity and im- 
agination. It must come from the 
head.” 

Par’s average film nut is now at 
a $1,550,000 figure, Balaban said. 
“It would be easy to bring it down 
further, if we were simply operat- 
‘ing by the number of films pro- 
| duced,” he added. “Simply by in- 
creasing the number of films, we 
could lower our studio overhead on 
each picture. But that way of 
thinking is misleading.” 

“IT could call up Bill Pine (Pine 
& Thomas) and tell him to make 
six films at the old figure of $175,- 
000 a film. By making a lot of 
cheaper pictures, you naturally 
lower the average cost per film. 
, But Bill Pine would have to dilute 
the quality of his output if he be- 
gan making an arbitrary number.” 

Sizing up the foreign outlook, 
Balaban said the situation had hit 
| bottom some time back and that he 
sees some gradual improvement. In 
certain countries, there is evidence 
of improved currency conditions, 
“hut the key still is the sterling 
block.” 


Domestic business is still off 
‘from last year although grosses 
have improved during the past 
'month, Balaban said. 


P.R. Bustin’ Out | 
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Sam B. Kirby, prez of the theatre 
group, is to play up “what's right 
with the movies.” 
| Exhibs in the Kansas-Missouri 
sector touched off their local cam- 
paign by invitation forums. At) 
these, each exhib invites 10 to 20 
prominent persons of his town, in- 
cluding mayors, clergymen, pro-. 
fessional men and merchants, to a 
| meet. | 
Most recent was that called by 
J. C. Mohrstadt in his Joy theatre, 
Hayti, Mo. Duke Clark, Paramount 
division manager, spoke to the 
| meeting on the importance of the 
| theatre and exhib to the com- 
/munity and attacked discrimina-— 
tory taxation. Following the talk, 
four industry shorts were screened 
in addition to a new feature. 





New Year’s Ballyhoo 


As Tristates Promotion 
Omaha, Sept. 6. 

Tristates Theatres resorted to 

something new in an effort to hypo 

boxoffices of their Nebraska and 

Iowa towns. It took the form of 


/a New Year's ballyhoo and tied up 


with current product with an an- 
nouncement that read: ‘‘Major stu- 
dios are pre-releasing a bunch of 
pictures they would ordinarily hold 
for later in the new season®’ 


Ballyhoo, under direction'of dis- | 
trict manager William Miskell, 
broke with spectacular ads in the 
newspapers and holiday-type trail- 
ers on all screens. The New Year’s 
eve spirit was featured, and there 


, were fireworks, New Year’s music 


W. F. Harris, for a number of | 


years connected with the film in- 
dustry heve, has become associated 
with the Bryant Theatre Supply 
Co. as vice-president and treas- 
urer. For the last five years, Har- 
ris has been with the Wil-Kin The- 
atre Supply Co. and previous to 
that was with Warner Bros. ex- 
change here. 


KANSAS CITY 


Film Row holds its third annual 
golf and stag day at the Santa Fe 
Hills Country Club, Sept. 19. 

Lisi of new drive-ins includes 66 
Drive-in set to open in Carthage, 
Mo., about Sept. 15. It’s being 
built by Bill Bradfield, who also 
has the Roxy, Carthage. 





and ali the flavor and color of New 
Year’s eve. 


This was fellowed by a New 
Year's Eve midnight show at the 
Paramount last Friday night (2). | 
There were noisemakers, hats, 
and the spirit of New Year’s eve 
as far as it could go with warm 
weather outside and no snow. 

Results are too early to evaluate 
broadly, but the immediate reac- 


| tion seemed good. For awhile, any- 


how, people got away from night 
baseball and television sets long 
enough to see what all the shoot- 


_ing was about. 


Blowoff attraction was “Top O’ 
the Morning” at the Orpheum. At 
the Paramount's midnight show, 


they saw “I Was a Male War 
Bride.” i 


| joint 


Par Prexy More Than 


Ever Pleased With 


Co.’s Voluntary Decree 


Barney Balaban, Paramount's 
president, is more than ever con- 
vinced of the wisdom Par exer. 
cised in signing a consent decree 
with the Government providing 
for voluntary divorcement. “The 
negotiations which we've had so 
far with our partners have proved 
the wisdom in getting a decree,” he 
said. “In the breakup of partner- 
ships so. far, no two transactions 
have been the same. The decree 
gave us the flexibility to make the 
right kind of deals.” 

Regardless of the recent Federal 
court decision which ordered com- 
plete divorcement against Metro, 
20th-Fox and Warner Bros., Par’s 
skipper believes the company’s set- 
tlement was “best for the interests 
of our stockholders.” In the light 
of the U. S. Supreme Court hold- 
ing, Par’s most advantageous 
course was to close for a decree 


rather than continue the court 
fight, Balaban said. 
Balaban expressed himself as 


well pleased with results of theatre 
partnership breakups. Company 
has dissolved its ties to date with 
E. V. Richards, M. A. Lightman, 
Hunter Perry, Harry Nace and 
Samuel Pinanski. Quota of one- 
third complete dissolution during 
the first year, as required by the 
decree, will be exceeded, accords 
ing to Par’s topper. 

Balaban said he is not primarily 
interested in how much cash will 
find iis way into the production- 
distribution unit’s coffers as a re- 
sult of the first year’s partner 
liquidations. He does not expect 
the $7,500,000 ceiling fixed by the 
reorganization plan on the amount 
of coin coming to the studio com- 
pany to be reached. While he will 
head that end of the old Para- 
mount company, his current job as 
prexy of the parent org makes its 
mandatory for him to see _ that 
stockholders are protected on both 


sides the fence. 


“If we just wanted cash,” Bala- 
ban said, “we would not have 
bought the E. V. Richards inter- 
ests. As Leonard Goldenson (Par’s 
theatre chief) says: ‘If the Penn- 
syilvania Railroad wants to stay in 
business, it doesn’t pull up its 
tracks.’ In negotiating with part- 


'ners, we will buy theatres when- 


ever we think it is essential for the 
theatre circuit.” 

Paramount has no intention of 
seeking a delay in accomplishing 
its separation into two units by 
Jan. 1, 1950, as now planned. That 
earlier date was fixed even though 


|the: decree permits the longer pe- 


riod of one year from its date of 
signing. Hence, the company has 
no plans of joining in an applica- 
tion similar to that now being pre- 
pared by RKO. 


Selznick Back 


3 

















Continued from pase 


production of “Gone to 
Earth.” 

Selznick has been abroad for 
about four months. He farmed out 
his staff and stable of players be- 
fore he left and indicated he might 
remain in Europe as long as a year 
or two. It is understood, however, 
that unless he gets involved in a 
production scheme there, he ll 
probably be back in Hollywood 
when Miss Jones completes her 
present assignment and will start 
making plans to return to produc- 
tion. 

His partner and principal finan- 
cial aide, Dan O’Shea, is also cur- 
rently in Europe. Possibility that 
Selznick may get invoived in pro- 
duction there is seen in his regis- 
tration of two titles with the Mo- 
tion Picture Assn. of America 4 
couple weeks ago. Tags are 


“Venezia” and “Venice,” the for- 


mer being the Italian version of 
the name of the canal city. 

Also arriving on the lle de were 
impresario Sol Hurok, Fred 
Schang, Jr., head of Columbia 
Artists Management, and ballerina 
Rosella Hightower. Latter will 
take a short U. S. vacation after 
her third season in Europe as star 
ballerina for the Marquis de Cue 
vas, whose Grand Ballet de Monte 
Carlo closed in Deauville ast 
week. She’s slated to rejoin the 
group at the end of the month. 
Previously Bronislava Nijinska, 
choreographer for de Cuevas conr 
pany, arrived here after a season 
with the organization and 1s due 
to return to France soon. 














oo 








Wednesday, September 7, 1949 


VARIETY 


RADIO 23 





MUTUAL PLIGHT 





—_—— 


With a Dress Suit, Yet 


NBC is revising and adapting for its own use the w.k. sidemen’s 


pitch, i.e., “available for smokers, 


clambakes, block parties; snappy 


line of chatter, amusing anecdotes. Have dress suit. Will travel.” 
The network is putting its program, public affairs, and news 


departments on call for talks before civic meetings, ladies’ clubs 


schools, etc., in an effort to propogate NBC’s “new thinking.” 
Hereafter if the local Bird Fanciers Society is stuck for an after- 
dinner speaker, all they’ll have to do is whistle, and NBC will dis- 


patch a public affairs speaker or 


member of the news staff to give 


the lowdown on bird life as he has found it—plus a few well chosen 


words in favor of NBC. 


If it is amusing behind-the-scenes chatter about radio or TV, the 


program department will get the 


nod, and for a word on the state 


of the nation as an NBC roving reporter sees it, the network now 
has on the road a full broadcasting crew, complete with W. W. 
Chaplin reporting on what’s going on wherever a news story breaks. 
Chaplin has been instructed to lay over and play the civic luncheon 


club circuit. 


Idea stems from the sock reaction accorded members of the press 
department, who have just returned from a nationwide tour during 
which they personally visited and chatted with station personnel 


and radio editors in all the Hooper cities. 


The network reps got 


a fine reception everywhere, even going so far as to get police es- 
corts to the air ports and spots on all major local programs. 

NBC now feels it can cash in from a public relations standpoint 
by hitting the general public, with interesting stories about how a 


network operates, behind scenes info on stars, etc. 











Cancellations Stil Shadowing NBC; 
GE Pullout on Waring Now Looks Set 


Fred Waring has been inked into 
the Thursday night 10:30-11 period 
on NBC starting tomorrow (8), but 


from all indications it looks like a | 
four-week “booking” to wind up his | 


General Electric contract. 


GE, which sponsored Waring’s | 
NBC radio show for the past year, | 


now appears ready to cancel out, 
having failed to pick up its option. 


Instead, GE will pour all its coin | 


into the Waring Sunday night video 
show on CBS. 

GE cancellation of the AM airer 
would mean a fadeout for the-War- 
ing stanza after the Sept. 29 broad- 
cast. Being a costly aggregation, 
NBC doesn’t want to be saddled 
with such a sustaining tab. 

GE pullout would put NBC in 
the position of confronting its af- 
filiate membership at this week’s 
White Sulphur Springs convention 
with two additional half-hour can- 
cellations within a period of two 
weeks—adding up to a billings loss 


of approximately $1,200,000 on an | 


annual basis. (Carrfation served 


notice last week of moving its 
“Contented Hour” to CBS.) 
Thus the NBC “availability” 


score card on open time periods 
would stand at seven. That in- 
cludes the unsold half-hour of Sun- 
day’s “Hollywood Calling’; two 
half-hours on Monday, one on 
Thursday (the GE time), two on 
Friday and one on Saturday. 





Morgan Parlayed 
With Garroway 


Reaction to the recent guest ap- 
pearance of Henry Morgan on the 
Dave Garroway video show has 
prompted NBC to pair the two 
comics. back-to-back as the topper 
to the “Monday Night With Music” 
lineup. 

Involved in the bracketing of the 
comics will be a “carryover” form- 
ula whereby Morgan would occa- 


Sionally pop up on the Garroway | 


Stanza (despite its Chi origina- 
tion) and vice versa, similar to the 
Morgan-Fred Allen comedy parlay 
last season. 

Morgan will thus plug the Mon- 
day night hole left vacant by the 
Switchover of Carnation’s ‘‘Con- 
tented Hour” to CBS. 

Morgan flew to Chi two werks 
ago for the Garroway TV show 
walk-on. Morgan sat on a stage 
Prop throughout the show, occa- 
Sionally getting on screen as Gar- 
roway wandered through the set. 
Blowoft came when Garroway, 
passing Morgan, finally recognized 
him with: “But what are you doing 
in Chicago?” 

“Chicago???” was Morgan's fast 
double-take, and off. 

Original plan was to spot Mor- 
8an, Ethel Merman and Martin and 

€wis in 29-minute segments for 
the Friday 8 to 9 period, 


+ 





. 4 


| Survey Delayed 
| White Sulphur Springs, Sept. 6. 
Singularly lacking on the 
| NBC convention agenda is any 
| reference to the Booz, Allen & 
| Hamilton survey which has 
| been under way for the past 
few months and which will 
| blueprint the NBC reorganiza- 
tional revamp. 

Originally it was intended to 
submit the completed BA&H 
findings to the convention and 
affiliate membership, but the 
survey won't be completed for 
another month. Meanwhile, 
NBC prefers to keep the mat- 
ter under wraps. 








Sustainers Crash 
Top 15 Bigtime 
This Summer 


The past few weeks will be re- 
membered as the period when 
summertime  sustainers crashed 
into the bigtime rating payoff and 
upset the Hooper applecart. 
| ‘he Hooper Top 15 scorecard 
‘completely bypasses sustainers, 
|listing only the commercial en- 
itries. Yet the fact remains that a 
rating breakdown of all network 
| programming, projects three CBS 
‘sustaining shows into the Top 15 


hierarchy. 

“Life With Luigi,” “Leave It to 
Joan” (which goes commercial next 
week for Roi Tan cigars) and 
“Escape” are the three sustainers 
to crash the ‘charmed circle,” the 
trio outstripping such Top 15 com- 
mercials gs “Sam Spade,” “Stop the 
Music,” “Jnner Sanctum” and “Mr. 
and Mrs. North.”” On the basis of 


the Top 20gthere are four sustain- | 


ers, including “Phillip Marlowe,” 
(Continued on page 40) 





Matchabelli CBS Snag , 


Due to Cancel Clause 


Sponsorship of the aul Lavalle 
orch Sunday afternoon on CBS by 
Prince Matchabelli has apparently 
hit a last-minute snag because of 
the network’s refusal to permit a 
contract without a time recapture 
clause. (Show has been slated for 


the 2:30-3 p.m. segment, preceding | 
symph | 


the N. Y. Philharmonic 
pickup.) 

The Matchabelli perfume com- 
pany wants a limited network on 
a 13-week option basis as a prelude 
to the Christmas trade. On the 
other hand, Columbia is interested 
in bigger game and wants the right 
to cancel Matchabelli if a full-net- 
work client comes along. Matcha- 

i belli can’t see it that way. 


BILLINGS L038 
nINGS 


The Philip Morris 
|of its Mutual 
|ming, representing a 
| billings nosedive, accents anew the 
| plight of the web in the face of 
the tightened radio picture in gen- 
eral. 

That Frank 








Neer 





White, the new 
| Mutual pre), is confronted with a 
| job of here:'ean proportions, par- 
ticularly in view of the peculiar 
opérational pattern of Mutual, is 
generally accepted within 
trade. 


PLAGUES WHITE 





inlala 


cancellation | 
network program-| 
$1,400,000 


Last 


the 


With the Philip Morris pullout 


| following on the heels of the re- 
‘cent loss of the Bayuk 
|}adding up to an_ additional 
| $1,000,000, it’s conceded that 


billings, | 


| Mutual is in no position to absorb | 


many more beatings of such pro- 
| portion. 


For some time key appraisers 
within the trade have concluded 
that, in the face of the current 


| competitive sweepstakes and con- 
tinued siphoning of  bankroller 
coin into television, there wil 
probably be room for only two— 


End of Sales Drought? 


Despite overall trade senti- 
ment as to “whither Mutual,” 
prexy Frank White is confi- 
dent as to MBS’ future and 
that “following a dry summer, 
for radio, the sales curve 
seems to be hitting a turning 
point.” 

The Mutual prez, in a “‘day- 
after-Labor Day” declaration, 
pointed to a flock of renewals 
among MBS sponsors and says 
new business will exceed $2,- 
000,000. Mutual has been get- 
ting a flock of inquiries, too, 
says White. 

“It'll take a tougher selling 
job to do it, but we're confi- 
| dent that the fall and winter 
commercial schedules on Mu- 
tual will compare favorably 
with those of past years.” 

For the first six months of 
749 Mutual’s billings were 
down 11.7°% compared with 
’48 biz. 

















works. Some are inclined to write 
off Mutual by setting their own 
“how soon” timetable. 


| The White “approach” to the 


problem is being watched closely | 


by the entire industry. Since his 
takeover of Ed Kobak’s prexy spot, 
White has been chiefly concerned 
'with revamping the Mutual struc- 
ture and modus operandi, cutting 
it “to size’ without any spectacu- 
lar fanfare. Less concerned with 
the manner in which 


_rest of the trade his regime thus 
(Continued on page 40) 


| 
‘Ozzie & Harriet’ Set To 
Go On as Sustainer; No 

| Sponsor Sighted Yet 


| ABC's efforts thus far to peddle 
| the “Ozzie and Harriet” show have 
| been unsuccessful, with indications 
'that O & H will go the post Sept. 
1299 as a network sustainer. (Pro- 





White has | 
been trying to set the inner-or- | 
ganizational house in order, to the | 


| gram goes into the Thursday night” 


| 8:30-9 period). 


Trammell to Mobilize Industry 





Burrows Himself Out 
year’s entertainment 
layout at Sun Valley for the an- 
nual NBC convention was high- 
lighted by Abe Burrows, who 
stuck around for the duration 
of the meet and whammed 
over a routine that resulted in 
network execs picking up his 
“convention option’ on the 
spot, with result that he was 
booked for a repeat at this 
week’s White Sulphur Springs 
conclave. 

In the interim, however, 
Burrows signed a six-year deal 
with CBS. 

P.S. Burrows isn’t showing. 





‘Catch Em Early | 


Technique Faces 


~ Test This Season 


| The trade will be watching close- 
ly this season for the extent of the 
| payoff the “catch them early in 
the evening” technique inaugurat- 
|ed by CBS prexy Frank Stanton 
/ when he lined up Procter & Gam- 
| ble and Campbell Soups for the 7 
to 8 solid lineup of cross-the-board 
programming. 
| While the P & G-Campbell tal- 
ent spread had its initial innings 


last season, CBS clings to the be- 


lief that the full impact will set in 
‘during the '49-’50 season. 

The shows involved are ‘Beu- 
lah” and the Jack Smith-Dinah 
Shore-Margaret Whiting 
stanzas for P & G and “Club 15” 
| (with Dick Haymes as an added 
assist this year) and Ed Murrow 
on the Campbell ledgers. 

Toughest opposition will come 
from NBC’s 7-7:15 Lucky Strike 
stanza featuring Frank Sinatra and 


there’s a programming bogdown in 
the succeeding NBC half-hour 
| gives Columbia the definite edge in 
' commanding audiences. 

Aside from the prized billings 
accruing to the network in the 
-P & G-Campbell wrapup, it has 
,long been the contention of Stan- 
ton that the best way to invite 
a “stay tuned” technique is to “hit 
‘em hard, with solid stuff, early in 
the evening, and every evening.” 





Greenbriar Brigade 


| White Sulphur Springs, Sept. 6. 

F Following is the list of NBC ex- 
'ecutives here for the network’s 
third annual convention (exclusive 
|of affiliate membership): 

| NEW YORK:—Niles Trammell, 
Charles Denny, John MacDonald, 
|Harry Kopf, William Brooks, Syd- 
ney Eigés, Sylvester Weaver, John 
Royal, Charles Hammond, William 
Hedges, Gustav Margraf, Thomas 
McCray, George Frey, James 
Gaines, 
Woolley, Burton Adams, George 
Robinson, Norman Blackburn, 
Thomas Knode, David Adam§, Jo 
Dine, Ernest de la Ossa, Frederick 
Wile, Sheldon Hickox, Robert 


ABC's initial excursion into big- Myers, Sheldon Coons, James 
time talent buying of the CBS-Wil- Nelson, Hugh Beville, Bill Stern, 


liam S. Paley variety, the “Ozzie philip Hirsch, Sidney Desfor, Al- 


brace of | 


Carleton Smith, Easton | 


and Harriet” buy represents a $1,- pert Walker, Norman Cash, Paul 
000,000 investment on the part of Rittenhouse, Paul Hancock, Charles 
the network, stretching over a 10- Bevis. Thomas McFadden, Charles 
year period. O & H are down in Baker, Ruth White, Stephen Flynn, 
the books for $100,000 a year, Russell Johnston. 


whether they work or not. CHICAGO:—I. E. Showerman, 





. 1 , i | Jennings Pierce. 

| Richfield S Grid Buy HOLLYWCOD:—Sidney 

Richfield Oil has bought a 15- Hal Bock. 
minute weekly airer on 55 ABC WASHINGTON:—Frank Russell, 
stations for a Saturday evening William McAndrew. 
football score roundup. Show will SAN FRANCISCO: — John El- 
get under way Sept. 17 at 7:30 p.m. wood. 

Contract covering a 13-week pe- CLEVELAND:—Joseph Jenkins, 
riod was placed through Morey, John McCormick. 
Humm & Johnstone, ‘4 DENVER—Lloyd Yoder. 


| Jules Herbuveaux, A. W. Kaney, | 


Strotz, | 


Forces for Intensified ‘Sell Radio 


Campaign at Annual NBC Convention 


+ White Sulphur Spgs., Sept. 6. 


What shapes up as the most in- 
tensified campaign thus far to sell 
| radio as the greatest of sales media 
j}and to cast off any remaining 
doubts as to its permanence in the 
|“*TV hereafter” will be inaugurated 
}at the annual NBC convention 
opening here tomorrow (Wed.). 

For the past few weeks NBC 
|prexy Niles Trammell has been 
working on his keynote message to 
the affiliate membership—a mes- 
sage that, in unmistakable terms, 
| points to the industry as being re- 
| miss in failing to sell radio’s su- 
periority over all other media. 


| Trammell’s talk will open the 
convention. It’s a hard-hitting 
sales pitch, designed to mobilize 


industry forces in creating a great- 
er awareness as to the full poten- 
tialities of AM in terms of the ad- 
vertiser dollar. As one NBC exee 
| put it after attending an “agenda 
rehearsal,” it’s unquestionably the 
most optimistic picture yet paint- 
ed for radio.” 

The NBC affiliates are in a po- 
sition to be impressed. They're 
coming to the convention with 
open minds, unreservedly cham- 
pioning NBC's cause. They want 
to hear from Trammell himself the 
network’s ‘“‘six-months-after” story 
of just how NBC has been going 
about fulfilling the promises made 
to the stations at the Chicago 
meeting last March. And they're 
rooting for Trammell. 

Trammell and his upper echelon 
associates are prepared to tell a 
story of progress in the various 
facets of operation; of the super- 
promotional-publicity campaign be- 


ing inaugurated; of the bid for 
new programming dominance in 
the face of CBS top-property 
raids. 


And the trump card up Tram- 
mell’s sleeve is that, despite the 
inroads from William S. Paley’s 
opposition network, NBC has fewer 
'time segments available for sale 
than CBS. This, in the face of the 
recent additional loss of Carnation 
“Contented Hour” billings and 
likely pullout of General Electrie 
(Fred Waring). 


Sinatra Nixed On 
Ousting of Hardy 


Hollywood, Sept. 6. 

Frank Sinatra’s efforts to oust 
Bill Hardy as contractor on “Light 
|Up Time,” new NBC show for 
| American Tobacco Co. (Lucky 
Strike), have been nixed by musi- 
cians Local 47 here, after the sing- 
er tried to replace him with his 
feousin, Ray Sinatra. The union 
|ruled that Ray Sinatra was not 
“eligible” for a contractor job, end- 
| ing the dispute for the time being. 
+ .-Reason for-singer wanting Hardy 
replaced was not clear, although 
it’s believed to stem from differ- 
enees the-men have had in the-past.- 
Show preemed this week. 

Hardy was requested by program 
production execs some time ago 
and the union cleared him for the 
job. This put him into a high- 
quota salary class and, in living up 
to union’s quota-on-earning law, 
he relinquished the contractor’ job ~ 
on. Joan Davis’, Revere. Camera, 
“My Friend Irma” programs. Af- 
ter Hardy had left these jobs Sin- 
atra began the move to replace 
him on “Time.” 


Fred Weber’s A.C. Spot 


Atlantic City, Sept. 6. 

Fred Weber, onetime Mutual 
exec veepee and recently general 
manager of WDSU, New Orleans, 
has taken over management of 
WFPG, here, owned by the Nep- 
tune Broadcasting Corp., and op- 
erating out of Steel Pier. 

Weber may also move into the 
| operation as one of the co-owners, 
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Sweeping Shakeup Due in U.S. German 
Station, RIAS, in Streamline Plan : 





RIAS (Radio in the American? 
Sector), the sole German station | 
remaining under U. S. control, is 
due for a sweeping shakeup as a 
result of a recent 30-day visit to 
Berlin by Werner Michel, CBS | 
public affairs production exec. 
Michel was invited to Berlin by the 
Secretary of the Army as a “visit- | 
ing expert” to help streamline | 
RIAS operations. Other stations in 
the U. S. sector were returned to | 
German management Aug. 26. 


On the organizational and per- 
sonnel level, Michel proposed a | 
new setup that will hack away | 


about 20% of the 650 employees | 
now used to operate RIAS on an 
18-hour daily schedule. Finding a | 
chaotic system of departmental 
autonomy, Michel drew up an ad- 
ministrative blueprint patterned | 
after the American network system | 
fn which control will run down- 
ward from three program execs 
handling public affairs, entertain- 
ment and culture and one exec han- 
dling finances. 

Michel was surprised by the ex- | 
travagant spending of the $4,000.- | 
000 annual budget provided by the | 
U. S. ocupation authorities. Among | 
its biggest drains, RIAS has on tap 
a 90-piece symphony and 50-voice 
chorus, all paid as staff members. 
Michael pointed out, moreover, that 
approximately one-quarter of RIAS 
programming is based on platters. 

On a program level, Michel also 
found plenty of waste. The “tape- 
happy” Germans spend an average 
of 12 to 20 hours on a single half- 
hour show as against the U. S. aver- 
age of three to five hours. Aside 
from the zeal for perfection, Michel 
found the Germans lacking in ele- 
mentary sound effects and other 
technical equipment needed to fa- 
cilitate production. 

In place of the current hap- 
hazard schedule of shows, Michel 
proposed a continuity of program- 
ing based on the flow of audience | 








moods. RIAS has been airing shows | 


without regard for what came be- 
fore or after and without regard 
for audience reaction. Michel said 
the Germans have a marked talent 
for political satire, but lack under- 
standing of the vital educational 
role which radio can play. 

With European radio squeezed by 
lack of sufficient AM channels, 
Miche! stated that FM in Germany 
was being encouraged by U. S. au- 
thorities. Radio Frankfurt recently 
began operations with a 250 kw FM 
transmitter with excellent coverage 
of the whole city. FM’s future in 
Germany. however, is limited bv 
set manufacturers’ capacity and it’s 
not expected that FM attachments 


will be available for another two | 


or three years. 

Under the occupation program of 
decentralization, a German network 
has been prohibited. Michel noted 
contradictory tendencies in the 
evolution of the individual stations 
now operated by the Germans. In 
Wittenburg-Baden, Michel said 
communications regulations have 
been patterned after the FCC with 
the local station controlled by 33 
members from all walks of life. 
This healthy development, how- 
ever, is being counteracted by 
bureaucratic moves to put the sta- 
tion back under the control of the 


German postoffice which ran radio | 
| Web is also working on a day- 
ne strip with Barbara Jo Allen 


during the Nazi era. 


Me'len, Similar to Kobak, 
Into AM. TV Consulting 
Biz; WPIX First Client 


Frank E. Mullen, who resigned 
recently as president of the three 
G. A. Richards stations, is going 
into the consulting business, with 
WPIX, the N. Y. Daily News video 
station, as his initial client. Mul- 
len, former exec veepee and head 
of TV operations at NBC, told 
Variety he plans operating offices 
both in New York and Hollywood. 
He'll reside on the Coast and shut- 
tle back and forth as the occasion 
werrants. 

“"nHllen believes quite a few econ- 
On es can be effected and the 
overall WPIX operation hypoed. In 
addition to video, he'll concentrate 
on radio accounts and _ business- 
in’stry consultation in general. 

“fullen follows in footsteps of Ed 
Kobak as an ex-big-league radio 
operator turned consultant. Kobak, 
with a plush Park ave., N. Y., lay- 

out, has A. C. Nielsen under his 
wing as his initial major client. 





Network Premieres 


(Sept. 8-17) 
Following is a list of the 
mew and returning shows 
scheduled to tee off on the 
major radio networks during 
the neat 10 days: 





Sept. 8 
Housewives’ Money Maker. 
Household hints. Thursday, 


10:45 a.m., ABC. Sustaining. 


Hallmark Playhouse. Drama. 


Thursday, 10 p.m., CBS. Hall 
Bros., Ine. Foote, Cone & 
Belding. 


Supper Club. Music. Thurs- | 


day, 10 p.m. (new once-week- 


ly format), NBC. Chesterfield 
cigarets. Newell-Emmett. 
Sept. 10 


Confidential Closeups.  In- 
terviews, Saturday, 5:45 p.m., 
NBC. Animal Foundation. 
Buffalo, Comstock & Duffies. 

Sept. 11 

The Shadow. Mystery. Sun- 
day, 5 p.m., Mutual. D. L. & 
W. Coal. Ruthrauff & Ryan. 

Our Miss Brooks. Situation 
comedy. Sunday, 6:30 p.m., 
CBS. Colgate-Palmolive-Peet. 
Ted Bates. 

Jack Benny Show. 
Sunday, 7 p.m., CBS. 
ean Tobacco. BBD&O. 

Theatre Guild on the Air. 
Drama. Sunday, 8:30 p.m., 
NBC. U.S. Steel. BBD&O. 

Walter Winchell. News 
commentary. Sunday, 9 p.m., 
ABC. Kaiser-Frazer. Wein- 
traub. 


Comedy. 
Ameri- 


Sept. 12 
Talk Your Way Out of It. 


Audience Participation. Mon- 
day, Wednesday, Friday, 3 
p.m., ABC. Quaker Oats. La 
Roche agency. 
Sept. 15 
Robert Montgomery. News 


| eommentary. Thursday, 10:10 


p.m., ABC. Lee Hats. Grey 
| agency. 

Sept. 17 

| Joe DiMaggio. Interviews. 


Saturday, 10 a.m., CBS. M.&M. 


Candies. Lynn Baker agency. 


ABC’s Ex-Bingsday 
Now Mystery Night 
Audition Melchior Show 








| ABC has finalized its plans for a 
Wednesday night (ex-Bingsday) 
mystery block, which will kick off 
Sept. 21. Network program direc- 
tor J. Donald Wilson has skedded 
“The Amazing Mr. Malone” at 
8 -p.m. followed by “Sherlock 
Holmes” at 8:30. 


Two new airers will round out 
the night. Boris Karloff will be 
Starred in “Conflict,” a series of 
weird tales, which will be separate 
from the program the pic star will 
do for ABC-TV. “The Croupier,” 
a series of psychological dramas by 
Milton Geiger, will be spotted in 
the 9:30 p.m. slot. 


(Vera Vague). Stanza will be a 


‘studio participationer with a com- 


edy angle and will originate from 
the Coast. Wilson also auditioned 
“Meet Mr. Melchior,” a light mu- 
sical show with Lauritz Melchior, 
Patricia Morison and ABC veepee 
Paul Whiteman. 


WMCA, N. Y., INKS 1006 
SPOTS, CO-OPS SETUP 


A $100.000 deal was signed last 
week by WMCA, N. Y., with the 
Emil Mogul agency. 





Nathan Straus-owned indie in July, | 


returned with extensive schedules 
of spots and participations in re- 
corded musical shows. 

Also included in the figure are 
participations and spots for the 
Modern Industrial Bank, which will 
start its WMCA campaign on Sept. 
18. Contracts are for a 52-week 
period and give an added hypo to 
the Norman Boggs operation, which 
has reportedly pulled the indie out 
of the red. Mort Fleischl is the 
WMCA account executive, 


Barney's and | 
National Shoes, which had left the | 





BEN LUDLOW 
MUSIC 


Call the Police—CBS 
Scattergood Baines—MBS 








FCC Writes Finis 
To Warner-Schiff 


ae 
Dealings on Coast 
| 


Washington, Sept. 6. 

The FCC last week formally 
struck the leng-standing Schiff- 
Warner case from its list of pend- 
ing proceedings when it granted 
permission to Warner Bros. to dis- 
miss its applications to purchase 
KLAC and KLAC-TV in Los An- 
geles and KYA in San Francisco. 
Warners had allowed the deal to 
lapse when the sales contract ex- 
pired Aug. 1 and FCC refused to 
hand down a decision before that 
time. ; 


SEFEFAEOESEDESEES OSES ESFEESEEE EHO eD 


From the Production Centres 
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IN NEW YORK CITY... 


“Eternal Light” reprising 10 top scripts of former years when regular 
fall series resumes end of September... Jerry Layton leaving shortly 





| 


| 


for Coast to set up Hollywood office of Wilbur Stark-Jerry Layton, Ine 
....Johnny Thompson’s WJZ vocal show to remain on this fal] a 
Robert M. O’Donnell (ex-Fuller, Smith & Ross) has joined executive staff 
of Ruthrauff & Ryan... Jerry Shard’s WMCA quintet has taken over 


| musical chores on DuMont’s “Spin the Picture’... .Stockton Helffrich, 
| NBC’s continuity acceptance topper, to speak at the Premium Advertis. 


| sade in Europe”... 


ing Assn. confab at Hotel Sheraton Sept. 27....Time & Life have until] 
Sept. 27 to pick up the option for the second cycle of ABC-TV's “Cry. 
Frederick C. Bruns, who recently resigned as a 
veepee of Ruthrauff & Ryan, will join Duane Jones on Sept. 12 
Norman Luker, topper of BBC’s North American office, back at his 
desk after a Nantucket hiatus. Henry Straker, asst. program director, 
to vacation on Coast for a month starting late in Sept. Ralph 
Edwards, to be honored Sept. 15 at Waldorf dinner by the Nationa] Tie 
| Assn., to do one “This Is Your Life” broadcast in N. Y. Wilfred 
| Lytell and Richard Hamilton new to “Romance of Helen Trent” 
| Peggy Stanley and Richard Janavar added to “Our Gal Sunday” lineup 
Leora Thatcher joins “Backstage Wife” Eleanor Phelps new “Just 


a | Plain Bill”....Five-day series of conferences involving sales, program 


and promotional departments just concluded by WINS executives at 
| Saranac Lake. Attending were Eldon A. Park, general manager; Bill 
| Losee, sales manager; Kieran T. Murphy, commercia) manager: John 
| Neal, program director; and Joseph G. Bosch, director of promotional 
activities. 

Thomas B. Coleman, formerly of Lord & Thomas, J. Sterling Getchell 
and Biow Co. has joined Sullivan, Stauffer, Colwell & Bayles, as an 
account exec Lyman Clardy, WCBS director, left over weekend by 
air for month’s vacation in England, France, Switzerland and Italy 
WOR’s “Philo Vance” and “Boston Blackie” being used by schools in 
civics classes....WJZ’s Tony Lane to judge “Mrs. America” contest at 
Palisades Park tomorrow (8) “Voice of 89,” program of Italian 
Dressmakers Union, marks its 15th anni with special program Saturday 
(10). Show is heard locally on WEVD and WHOM Walter Winchell 
returns to ABC Sunday (11) Musical director Ben Ludlow of MBS' 
“Scattergood Baines” has completed a tone poem, “The Pines.” 


Allan Stevenson back to work in “Anne of the Thousand Days” legit 
in addition to his ether assignments WOR's “Big Joe” Rosenfield to 
be heard cross-the-board at 3:30 p.m., in addition to his all-night stanza. 
Barry Gray will get a Friday night half-hour series at 8:30 p.m. on the 
MBS outlet, starting this week, besides his eight-week run on Sunday 
nights....Hope Miller added to cast of “Dream Girl,” starring Betty 
Field, in Theatre Guild on the Air seasonal opener Sunday (11), on 
NBC. 


IN HOLLYWOOD ... 


Pending approval of the $1,045,- | 


000 transaction, Warners had sold 
KLAC to Ralph Atlass to comply 
with duopoly regulations prevent- 
ing ownership of two AM stations 
in the same area (Warners own 
KFWB in L.A.). This dea] too 
was wiped off the slate with for- 
mal withdrawal of the contingent 
application. 

The original agreement’ with 
Mrs. Dorothy Schiff, entered into 
on May 19, 1948, included acquisi- 
tion of the two AM stations and 
the then construction permit of 
'KLAC-TV. In the ensuing year 
Warners advanced $1,100,000 to 
Mrs. Schiff to build and operate 
the television station and to ex- 
pand KLAC into a 5kw operation. 
With denial of approval by the 
Commission, Mrs. Schiff is re- 
quired to repay the loans on a 
long-term basis unless she _ finds 
another buyer for the properties, 
in which case Warners are to be 
fully reimbursed upon settlement. 

Dropping of the Warner-Schiff 
deal leaves the question of eligi- 
bility of motion picture anti-trust 
violators for television station 
ownership as much in the dark as 
ever. FCC had ordered hearings 
on the transaction to explore this 
issue and it was expected that its 


determination would have set a 
pattern for the industry. These 
hearings are now automatically 
cancelled. 


It is quite likely that some pro- 
ceedings will be held to thrash 
out the question. The Commission 


has a large choice of broadcasters, | 


inside and outside the film indus- 
try, to investigate for anti-trust 
violation and its bearing on eligi- 
bility as radio licensee. Licenses 
of all recent violators have been 
put on temporary status as their 
regular licenses have expired. 

Until the issue is resolved, tele- 
vision applications of Paramount 
and 20th-Fox, among others, will 
remain frozen even beyond the 
current freeze on new video sta- 
tions. 


SO of Ind. Grid Coin 


Minneapolis, Sept. 6. 

Standard Oil of Indiana has 
bought play-by-play broadcasts of 
Minnesota’ football games. on 
WCCO this fall, with Halsey Hall 
handling commentary. 

Preview and 
have been bought by Twin City 
Federal Savings and Loan Assn. 
Juster B +., clothiers, will spon- 
sor Sunday post-mortem featuring 
Bernie Bierman, Gopher coach. 
Saturday post-game score review 
will be sponsored by Durkee-At- 
' wood, 





: | 
review programs | 


Hats went sailing into the air at Columbia Square when the new 
Hooper report posted “Our Miss Brooks” atop the list. Comedy show, 
one of Harry Ackerman’s house packages, made the grade within a year 
and the bows go to Larry Berns, producer; Al Lewis, writer-director, 
and Eve Arden, the star Art Linkletter bought a bowling alley in 
town, which makes him and his partner, John Guedel, two of the busiest 
businessmen in radio. Incidentally, Linkletter’s ‘People Are Funny” 
will get a Saturday ayem playback for the small fry, who are put to bed 
before the stunter airs in the east There’s a story abroad that a 
Jersey woman who won a slew of loot in NBC’s “Hollywood Calling” 
not only refused it because of the federal tax but threatened to sue the 
network dif it is unloaded on her front lawn... .Bill Brennan, CBS 
manager of network sales in Hollywood, get into the vital statistics 
column as a new papa Coca-Cola bought repeat time on the Coast 
for Ed Bergen and his dummies. D’Arcy agency opening quarters here 
to handle the show, with Paul Louis and Dario Soria topping the per- 
sonnel....There’ll be a song with a $50,000 title on “Gildersleeve,” 
with words and music by Hal Peary and Jack Meakin. It’s a contest 
to hypo the getaway. ...Sid Strotz, Hal Bock and Jennings Pierce 
comprise the Hollywood contingent at NBC conclagye at White Sulphur 
Springs....Tom Luckenbill skied back to New York after huddling 
with Jimmy Durante and Phil Cohan on the show’s new story line 
format. ...Ric Cortez is now a regular on ABC’s “The First 100 Years,” 
scripted by Jean Holloway... Judy Garland and Abe Burrows will 
be on hand when Bing Crosby lights up his first Chesterfield on CBS 
Sept. 21....AFRA members, disgruntled at the union’s do-nothing-for- 
them attitude, are framing a protest to national headquarters in N. Y. 
in the hope of getting a little action of which they get very little in 
Hollywood. 


IN CHICAGO ... 


“Quiz Kids” hits 10th year of airing Sept. 11 Vodvil vet Gus Van 
guested on WGN’s “Let’s Have Fun” show Mon. (5) WMAQ's “It’s 
Your Life” interviewer Don Herbert to St. Charles reformatory, but 
only to get material for the series Cliff Johnson back from Fox 
Lake, Ill., where WBBM family show, “With the Johnsons,” was re- 
corded for two weeks....WLS farm director Art Page ill, so program 
director Harold Safford is hitting the state fair circuit with station 
talent....Henry Haupt, veepee of BBD&O, named chairman of Chi 
Community Fund drive. Radio director Russ Tolg of same agency will 
assist....WMOR airing transcriptions of ‘ational Student Congress 
-.-.WENR commentator Paul Harvey off two weeks for needed rest 
-...WBBM account exec Gunnar Mykland bowing out to join Denver 
building firm... Singer Miriam Stewart making return appearance on 
Chi Theater of the Air Sept. 10. Spanish ballad singer Pedro Krause 
will bracket with her in lead roles Jimmy Evans sports show for 
prep fans back on WIND Sept. 10 ...WGN programmer Irene Maser to 
wed Walter Lohmier Oct. 29... Billy Leach and Louise King offering 
family skit on WBBM'’s “Melody Lane” Herald-American radio col- 
umnist Quin Ryan staging a retreat from hay fever at Marquette, Mich. 
..-.WGN announcer Bill O’Connor in radio talk at Evanston Lion's 
Club... WBBM announcers George Watson and Art Mercier at CBS 
veepee J. L. Volkenburg’s summer home... NBC education director 
Judith Waller to Champaign for student conference WBBM farm di- 
rector Harry Campbell to Indianapolis for tape recordings of state falf 
|.. .Top newspaper ‘writer Robert J. Casey on WJJD book panel... 
| WCFL boss Bill Lee in Labor Day talk on WCFL .. ABC general 
manager Jim Stirton in New York on business ...WBBM brass Frank 
| Falknor and Ernie Shomo to Michigan for vacation Elizabeth Hart 


hosting Chi school supt. Herold Hunt on WMAQ in salute to first 
graders. 


Emerson’s $2,256,718 Net 

Emerson Radio last week report- 
ed consolidated net profits for the 
39 weeks ended July 30 of $2 ,256,- 
718, equal to $2.82 per share. 

Sum represents a hefty boost 
over the same period last year, in 
which the profits were $1,326,290, 
| equal to $1.66 per share. 


~ Mutual ALK. Show Folds 


Jack Barry and Dan Ehrenreich, 
co-packagers of “Juvenile Jury 
and “Life Begins at 80” on Mutual, 
are taking the latter show off the 
web after the Sept. 24 broadcast. 
It’s been on six months without & 
sponsor. : 
"thew features a panel of octo- 
| genarians, with Barry as emcee 


~~ 
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NBCS FANCY 


On the Status of Hennock, Coy 


Washington, Sept. 6 


Speculation continues rife here over the ultimate stopping-off 


FCC chairman 


place for 
Hennock. 


Wayne 


Coy and commissioner Frieda 


Reports that Wayne Coy will stick to his post as chairman, or at 
least remain with the Government, were circulating following a 


call made by the FCC head on President Truman 


It was believed 


that Coy was urged to stay on and that he was given assurance 


that Congress would pass one of 


raise the pay of commissioners 


several measures before it to 


A bill has already passed the Senate to raise salaries of FCC 


members from $10,000 to $15,000. 


The House has also passed a 


pill to up the pay to $16,000 with authority given the President to 


pay the chairman $18,000. 


It has been frequently 


reported that 


Coy was planning to resign to accept an industry job because he 


cannot afford to remain at FCC. 


There’s talk that Miss Hennock is in line for a new job in the 


public service. 


Speculation developed after an appointment she 


had last week at the White House, her second in recent months, 
and a day following a call by Chairman Coy on President Truman. 
The lady commissioner has recently been mentioned as a candidate 
for a New York judgeship and there have been rumors connecting 
her with a post in one of the welfare agencies. 

Miss Hennock sloughed off discussions of this nature after her 
call on the President, preferring to talk on television. 

Cay returned to Washington about two weeks ago from interna- 
tional communications conferences in Paris and London. While his 
White House visit was ostensibly to report on the accomplishments 
at these meetings, it is believed he discussed his future plans with 


the President. 


Since his return, Coy has kept away frem the FCC, except for an 


occasional visit to his office. 


He has not 


participated in official 


matters but has remained at home to rest from his arduous duties 
as head of the American delegations which spent over two months 
abroad to work out technical agreements on common carrier mat- 


ters. 


He is expected to be back on the job in time to preside at the 


important hearings, beginning Sept. 26, to receive proposais for 
color television and to consider objections and comments on the 


proposed allocations for video expansion. 

















Rey. J. Harold Smith Says FCC's Got 


| ABC. 





Le 


IPO TREATMENT 


In an attempt to generate more 
enthusiasm in the fall program- 
ming lineup among its affiliates, 
NBC is giving its “closed circuits” 
the showmanship treatment, com- 
plete with all the trappings of a 
regular broadcast. 

The network has felt lately that 
the affiliate stations were getting 
apathetic about routine talks via 
the “closed circuit” and it’s for this 
reason that the e.c.’s now are 
getting full production, including 
the star, orchestra and excerpts 
from the shows being promoted. 

First “closed circuit” utilizing 
these elements will be a buildup 














tonight (Wed.) for the United 
Nations series. Among the per- 
sonalhiies to be heard on the cir- 
cuit are Admiral Nimitz, Ben 
Cohen, the UN’s director of in- 


formation; Norman Corwin, super- 
visor of the series, with recorded 
excerpts from his forthcoming 
broadcast on the anniversary of 
| World War II, a preview of por- 
tions of Aaron Copland’s new 
United Nations Concerto by the 
NBC Symphony orchestra, and 
Allan Sloane telling about the 
preparation of his forthcoming UN 
broadcast. 

| Followup of this will be a “closed 
circuit” for the “Railroad Hour,” 
which NBC has just inherited from 
Affiliate station managers 
will invite railroad executives from 
all parts of the country to sit in. 
Gordon MacRae star of the show, 
will emcee the “closed circuit” and 


Him All Wrong; Appeals License Nix isssite'steic!s° ine Snes 


Washington, Sept. 6 


J. Harold Smith last week said the 
FCC was unwarranted in conclud- 
ing that he had a substantial in- 
terest in a Mexican outlet, XERF. 
and that he failed to report the 
acquisition. The Commission made 
the charge as part of its reasons 
for denying regular status. to 


+ 
Protesting a decision to refuse | 
his radio station a license, the Rev. | 


WIBK in Knoxville, Tenn., and in! 


turning down its application for 
an FM permit. 


| 


Actually, according to a petition | 


filed by Welch, Mott & Morgan, 
counsel, Smith advanced $85,000 
for the purchase of time on XERF 
for a 20-year period, the life of 


the station under its Mexican con- | 


cession, the funds to be used for 
constructing and operating the sta- 
tion. FCC’s conclusion that a pro- 
tective agreement giving Smith 
one-third of the proceeds in the 
event of sale of the outlet was a 
Substantial interest, the petition 
contended, is “arbitrary.” Smith's 
deal with XERF, it was disclosed, 
(Continued on page 38) 


‘Where’s Ware?’ Poses 


Council Bluffs Problem 


In Resignation Denial 


Omaha, Sept. 6. 

Following story of his resigna- 
tion, William E. Ware announced 
that he had not resigned as gen- 
eral manager of KSWI-KFMX in 
Council Bluffs, across the river. 
Robert R. O’Brien, president of 
the Nonpareil Broadcasting Co., 
and head of the Nonpareil, daily 
newspaper, had made the = an- 
nouncement of Ware’s resignation, 
previously. 

The story said the resignation 
was to be effective Nov. 1 and 
added thai Ware had not an- 
nounced his future plans and that 
no successor was in sight. Other 
than his flat denial, Ware declined 
to comment. But the story is that 
he has engaged an attorney. 

Ware organized and placed the 
Stations in operation July 1, 1947, 
and is reported to have had a five- 
year contract. There is reported 
to have been a provision regard- 
ing employment if the station did 
not make money the first two 
years. Controversy now rests on 
Whether or not money was lost 
the first two years. 

Ware is prominent in civic af- 
fairs and in chamber of commerce. 








FCC Okays Nags 


Washington, Sept. 6. 

Horse racing programs on 
WMEX, Boston, were found to 
be entirely legal in an initial 
decision by the Federal Com- 
munications Commission today 
(Tues.). The station’s license 
has been on a temporary basis 
for over a year on questions of 
programming, stock ownership 
and block time sales. 

Hearing examiner Dan 
C. Cunningham recommended 
that the station be given re- 
newal of its license and that 
its application for transfer of 
control to three staffers be ap- 
proved. 


CBS. NBC Join 
Giveaway Fight 


CBS and NBC last week struck 
| back at the FCC’s recent ban on 
giveaway shows by seeking an in- 
junction against the Commission 
from promulgating the ban until 
the courts have decided the le- 
gality of the issue. Move followed 
by several days that of ABC, with 
all three webs basing their argu- 
ments on approximately the same 
consideration—that the FCC has 
no legal power to rule out certain 
types of programming. 

CBS, filing suit in the N. Y. 
federal court, listed 13 separate 
allegations why the FCC action is 
illegal. These ranged from a claim 
that the Commission’s rulings on 
giveaways “incorrectly interpret 
and apply” a section of the U. S. 

(Continued on page 38) 


Ray Green Dies at 35 
After Auto Accident 


Raymond Green, executive vee- 
pee of Transcription Broadcasting 
System, died at his Mahopac, N. Y., 
home Tuesday night (30). His 
death was attributed to injuries 
sustained in an auto accident the 
week before and to a serious heart 
condition. th: 

Green, 35, was a veteran radioite. 
He was co-owner of Kermit-Ray- 
mond Productions which he found- 
ed 12 years ago. TBS was started 
early this year as K-R’s sales or- 
ganization. 








| 





Railroads Assn., which sponsors the 
program, then present a capsule 
preview of the “Railroad Hour,” 
with a cut-in of a train announcer 
|at Grand Central Station, N. Y., 
showing how a tie-in can be made 
over local railroad station public 
address systems. 

The network promotion people 
will then outline promotion cam- 
_paigns, and it is expected that with 
the injection of the show elements, 
| stations will listen more readily to 
| the follow up on how to promote 
the shows. 


‘HERMAN BESS DICKERS 
FOR WPAT PURCHASE 


| Herman Bess, general manager 
of WLIB, N. Y.. is negotiating to 
| buy WPAT, Paterson, N. J. If the 
‘deal is completed, it’s reported, 
| Bess will ask the FCC for a switch 
'in call letters and give the indie 
New York trimmings, in an effort 
to tap the lucrative N. Y. market. 
Bess, former sales manager of 
WNEW and WMCA, had tried to 
buy WOYV, but the deal fell through 
and he took the assignment as 
WLIB manager. Latter station, 





now owned by Dorothy Schiff of | 


the New York Post-Home News, is 


being picked up by a group of) 


backers including Morris Novik, 
ex-WNYC director and now con- 
sultant to a number of labor-liberal 
outlets. 

WPAT is a 1-kw. daytime, opera- 
tion. Emphasis of WPAT on N. Y. 
would be in line with the growing 
trend of several Jersey stations to 
move into Gotham. WHOM is now 
trying to shift its locale from 
Jersey to Manhattan. 


§.E. Sloan at KXLW Helm 


St. Louis, Sept. 6. 
| §. E. Sloan, who with his broth- 
ers, Lee J. and Virgil Sloan, recent- 





ly purchased the controlling inter-_ 


est in KXLW, the only radio sta- 
tion in St. Louis County, from Guy 


Runnion, founder of the station, 
has been*named general manager 
to succeed Runnion. When Run- 
nion and his wife disposed of their 
holdings in the company he con- 
tinued to serve as general manager 
until his resignation Aug. 21. 

To devote his entire time to the 
station Sloan, has tossed up his stint 
as v.p. of a moving and storage 
company also owned by him and 
| his brothers. 


‘CLOSED CIRC 





UITS’ 





FULIATES TA PCT Stations Await Answer to Petry's 


Divided House —Better Be Good 





Geo. Leydorf Upped 


Detroit, Sept. 6. 
Election of George -F. Leydorf, 
WJR veepee in charge of engineer- 
ing, as a director of the station was 
announced last week by Harry Wis- 
mer, exec assistant to the presi- 

dent and WJR general manager. 
In announcing the appointment 
Wismer pointed to “increased im- 
portance ot engineering in the fu- 


ture development of radio and 
television.” 
Leydorf came to WJR_ three 


years ago as chief engineer, 


FCC Stymies Its 
Own Pay Boost 


Washington, Sept. 6. 

The House Committee on Inter- 
state and Foreign Commerce said 
today (Tues.) it has received a not- 
too-favorable report from the Fed- 
eral Communications Commission 
on the McFarland Bill to speed up 
FCC procedures and raise salaries 
of commissioners from $10,000 to 
$15,000. A committee official said 
the Commission is “not too enthusi- 
astic” about the so-called non-con- 
troversial measure which passed 
the Senate by unanimous action 

*over a month ago. 

Action by the House appeared 
very doubtful for this season in 
view of the FCC report, which was 
solicited by committee 
Robert Crosser (D., Ohio) from 
the Commission. The official said 
that extensive hearings would be 


necessary before action could be 
taken by the committee. Most 
members are now absent and a 


meeting would 
fore October. 
It therefore appeared that the 
only chance for boosting FCC sal- 
aries would. come from a. Dill 
| passed by the House. This measure, 
| which would up pay of FCC com- 


be impossible be- 


« 


Another, and perhaps the most 
vital, ¢hapter will be written into 
the Ed Petry station rep “house 
divided” controversy next week. 
On Sept. 15 the Petry “affiliates” 
managers will meet in New York 
for a showdown session and it's 
anticipated that plenty of chips 
will be left flying by the time the 
boys return to their bailiwicks. 

There's a lot at stake for Petry, 
including his representation mo- 
nopoly on some of the most pow- 
erful and lucrative stations in the 
country. He's got a selling job to 
do, in a bid to convince them that 
there's nothing but smooth sailing 


ahead and that he's got a good 
| organization. 
Some of the station owners 


chairman | 


|missioners to $16,000, with the) : 
station operators, 


reported favorably by the Senate | 


| chairman getting $18,000, has been 


Post Office and Civil Service Com- 
mittee and is now on the Senate 
calendar. However, it will be at 
least several weeks before it can 
come up for a vote. 


Chairman Crosser reportedly | 


takes the view that the Senate act- 
ed hastily on the McFarland bill. 
When he recently requested com- 
ment from the Commission, he 
urged that the FCC take its time 
to prepare a thorough report on 
the various provisions of the bill. 


KATZ TO COAST ON 
MGM OPEN-ENDERS 


Raymond Katz, WMGM, N. Y., 
program director and production 
topper of M-G-M Radio Attractions, 
has flown to the Coast to wrap up 
details on the second four of the 
eight open-end shows the studios 





| 





| 


transcription subsidiary is releas- | ; ] s 
'long they’re considered fixtures in 


ing. 

Mickey Rooney and Fay Holden 
have been pacted for the “Hardy 
Family” series which will star 


Lewis Stone, and Lionel Barrymore | 


has been signed to join Lew Ayres 
in the “Dr. Kildare” show. Pro- 
duction details on “Maisie,” 
starring Ann Sothern, and “Crime 
Does Not Pay” are aiso to be 
worked out by Katz and Metro 
brass. 

Radio Attractions has inked Mar- 


cella Napp who will serve as Coast | 


coordinator on the stanzas, report- | 


ing to Katz. 
held executive posts in the talent 


Miss Napp formerly | 


and casting departments of Metro, | 


Selznick and 20th-Fox. 

Four of the airers, already on 
wax, will kick off on stations across 
the country next week. In N. Y. 
they'll be heard on WMGM. The 
shows are “Good News” with 


George Murphy, “MGM Theatre of 


the Air,” “At Home With Lione! 
Barrymore” and “Hollywood, USA”’ 
‘with Paula Stone, 


repped by Petry have an entirely 
different slant on the. situation, 
ever since Petry and Hank Cristol 
have been slugging it out in their 
protracted feud and court battle 
for top dog position in the organt- 
zation. 


last month's latest court 
ruling, Petry has been restored to 
power, but the fact that he turned 
around and fired Irving Gross, one 
of the Cristol’s boys, in a manner 
described by some as “entirely 
lacking” in finesse,” has served to 
wider the schism anew. 

Many are watching, for example, 
to see how Martin Campbell, of the 
bigtime Dallas operation, WFAA, 
reacts to the Gross incident, and 
whether it will precipitate a threat 
on Campbell's part to pull out of 
the Petry organization. Gross, in 
effect, is a WFAA “alumnus,” 
which strike a sensitive cord, so far 
as Campbell is concerned. 

A flock of stations unhappy over 
the Petry-Cristol impasse are still 
adopting a “wait-and-see” attitude. 
Most of them are either “Petry 
men or Cristol men,” as one put it. 
At the last meeting in Chi, it was 
arranged to meet again 30 days 
after the court order to get the 
complete lowdown on whether the 
Petry org has set its house in 
order. 

They're waiting for the story— 
“and it better be a good one,” in 
the words of one of the 50,000-watt 


Since 





Preston Rumored to Be 
Bowing Out at WGN Due 
To Talent Pressuring 


Chicago, Sept. 6. 

Rumors persist that WGN pro- 
gram director Walter Preston, be- 
cause of talent pressure, will bow 
out shortly, with assistant director 
Tom Elvidge being named to suc- 
ceed him. Despite the firm asser- 
tion of general manager Frank 
Schreiber that dismissal rumors 
“were just that, rumors,” it’s long 
been known that the program de- 
partment of Col. Robert R. Me- 
Cormick’'s wealthy station was un- 
der fire, and that Preston and 
Schreiber haven't seen eye to eye 
on many matters. One is the eas- 
ing out of veteran WGN staffers 
who have been with the station so 


the public eye, supposedly to make 
way for younger, fresher and 
“cheaper” talent. 

Mary Afflick, producer of the 
“Tom Mix” show, was one casualty 
of the Preston regime. She moved 
her office to the Mutual setup. An- 
other was Katherine Roche (June 
Baker), who had been a WGN staf- 
fer for 23 years. The latest was 
announcer Ed Cooper, who bowed 
out two weeks ago “to do freelance 
work.” 





Dorey Vice Dorsey in Hub 
Boston, Sept. 6. 

Ray Dorey, w.k. Hub vocalist, has 
been inked by WHDH, Hub indie, 
to replace the Tommy Dorsey show 
carried locally five nights a week 
in the 7 to 8 p.m. segment. 

Dorey, formerly of Benny Good- 
man’s band and more lately a disk 
jock at Hub’s NBC outlet, WBZ, 
moved into his new spot Monday 
(3). 
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NO JOY IN M 


UNLESS VIDEO IMPROV 





There is not much joy in Mud- 
ville over the announcement that 
all world series games will be tele- 
vised this fall. The reason is the 
mediocre job television is doing on 
baseball. 

After almost three full sea- 
sons of televising big league ball 
three Manhattan stations are still 
missing 10 or more plays a game. It 
is inexcusable, but it’s true. 

The source of the trouble is the 
camera director in the field unit. 
He has turned the game into “bin- 
ocular baseball.” 

To be annoyed by “binocular 
baseball” go to your local ball park 
and watch a game through a pair 
of field glasses. This is what 
Metropolitan videoites have been 
looking at for two and a half sum- 
mers. It explains the claim that 
every day is Ladies’ Day on tele- 
vision 

The conviction here is that the 
basic reason for this situation is 
that televised baseball is being 
over-directed. The Fancy Dan of 
the controls is more interested in 
camera technique than _ baseball, 
hence his incessant camera switch- 
ing (changes of view) and his end- 
less parade of closeups, murder to 
those interested in the game. 
There is a time and place for these 
things but not at the rate the di- 
rectors have been dealing ’em out. 


What Is Needed 


It is also the belief here that too 
many cameras are being used, each 
field unit working with three. This 
means that the director may have 
as many as 12 lenses at his disposal, 
your to the turret. If he tries to 
use them all he must be driving his 
crew, as well as his viewers, daffy. 
The superfluous member would be 
that third camera. Take it away 
and it will force the director to re- 
duce his switches and lessen the 
panning to substitute a wider angle 
picture — exactly what televised 
baseball needs. The game is being 
cramped and limited on the screen 
between the pitcher’s box and the 
plate. Some directors claim it is 
the hardest of the sports to cover. 
It should and could be among the 
easiest. 

Only CBS (Dodgers) has shown 
any real photographic advance in 
its conception of a basebail telecast. 
For four or five innings this sta- 
tion, on which the quality of pic- 
ture is invariably good, will give an 
excellent account of the action on 
the field and then suddenly fall 
apart. It will leave the ball to fol- 
low the batter or move in so close 
on the battery that it is necessary 
to pan the camera on every pitch 
to the batter (terrible on the eyes) 
or lose complete track of the play 
because of switches. Yet the 
promise for the future as_ to 
what good baseball telecasting 
should be is in this unit. 

This promise, or key to TV base- 
ball, is in that lens (focal length 
unknown) which Columbia _ uses 
when men get on base. It provides 
a view that includes the plate, 
mound, second base and a good 
piece of ground on both sides of 
that bag. It is a splendid medium 
angle, so good and so simple as to 
warrant being made mandatory 
whenever the ball is put in play 


whether men are on base or not. | 


This shot makes only a small de- 
gree of camera panning necessary, 
protects everybody on overthrows 


UDVILLE 


OVER TV WORLD SERIES 
ES ON ‘BINOCULAR BASEBALL? 





and those hot smashes down the 
foul lines, and gives the viewer 
that steady picture which should 
be the objective of all directors. It 
is the lens that truly tells the story 
of the game as it is played. 

But until the boys reatize that 
the best director is the inconspicu- 
ous director and that the steady 
picture is the best picture, viewers 
are going to be exasperated and 
aggravated. A_ baseball audience 
is an educated audience. It knows 
its game. 

Audio Improvement 

One big improvement by televi- 
sion has been on the audio end 
where the established radio base- 
ball announcers have been brought 
in to replace the regular narrators. 
However, the oversight by station, 
agency and sponsor has been not 
to realize that the camera director 
is more important than the an- 
nouncer. When they find a di- 
rector who knows as much base- 
ball as the “name” announcer the 
over-all situation will be corrected. 
A more simple solution might be to 
sit a baseball man alongside the di- 
rector during the game to guide 
the latter. Until something like 
this is done the audience will con- 
tinue seeing only half a game. 

That TV can consistently 
keep anyone who likes baseball 
away from the game is an argu- 
ment that makes the wails of big 
league executives seem foolish 
about television hurting the gate. 
The attendance figures at the ball 
parks where the teams are in the 
pennant race are the answer. It still 
spells out that if there is an attrac- 
tion on the field television makes 
no difference. How many are going 
to watch the Giants and Cubs in 
their parlor if the Yanks are play- 
ing the Red Sox or Cleveland out 
of town? It is also the indifferent 
quality of the camera work that 
is chasing many viewers back to 
listening to straight radio accounts 
of the game. It lets them go about 
their chores and still know what's 
going on. People will do this in 
preference to sitting in a chair for 
over two hours to watch a screen 
that returns only 50% of a game. 

All the announcers must know 
what’s the matter with TV _ base- 
ball. To assign any one of them 
to assist the camera boss would 
help everybody. But there is a 
certain delicacy between the audio 
and video sides signalized by the 
ifact there is no inter-com between 
the announcer and the man at the 
camera. The announcer’s. only 
verbal contact is with the director 
at the control board. It further can 
be. noticed that the audio men are 
always building up and bragging 
about the picture to the audience. 
This has led to some laughable 
blunders because the camera too 
often misses what the announcer 
thinks it has caught as he’s been 
watching the field, not his monitor. 

It is necessary to repeat that 

essential to the situation is the 
recognition by those in charge 
that the camera director is more 
important than the announcer. 
Something will have to be done 
about it because baseball means 
more to television than television 
| means to baseball. 
Meanwhile, if the Yankees and 
| Dodgers finish on top the local sit- 
uation as to stations shapes up 
about like this: 





Stations 


The stations: WCBS has excellent 
camera positions at Ebbets Field 
and a fine assortment of lenses but 


falls short of getting the most from | 


a wealth of equipment. For in- 
stance, it is just learning how 
to handle Jackie Robinson in re- 
lation to the rest of the action when 
he’s dancing off first or third. And, 
like the other stations, it neglects 
the flight of the ball on return 
throws from the outfield to cut 
down base runners. The reason is 
that camera switch which is as if. 
the director put a post in front of 
the viewer. Color, when it comes, 
should be a big help in following 
the ball. 

All local stations show every 
man who crosses the plate, even 
if there is no play on him. It is 
ridiculous but it is the one rule the 
three outlets follow rigidly. It 
also explains why the viewer | 
never sees a cut-off play or, if a 
man is scoring, the batter trying. 
to stretch a hit, although the play 


is on the batter. To show men. 


ithe Yank Stadium. 


leisurely trotting across the plate | 


when they could crawl home, just 
doesn't make sense. 

Yet despite these faults WCBS 
turns in the most flexible presen- 
tation of a game to be seen. If it 
would follow the ball from the bat 
into the stands or over the fence 
via that prize medium shot it has, 
instead of picking the ball out of 
the air (where it has no back- 
ground), it would be another def- 
inite advance. 

This station is only a couple of 
steps away from turning in what 
could be as good an account of a 
ball game as TV may ever know. 
And a sidelight worth noting is that 
last autumn it was from this park 
and these CBS cameras that the 
best football telecasts were turned 
in when Marty Glickman and Bob 
Hall were the narrators. 

Through a combination of skill 
and luck WABD has caught a flock 
of impossible outfield catches at 
It is almost as 
if the nature of the terrain up 


| there 


grabs. Otherwise, lowever, the 
DuMont crew records a colorless 
game. 

This seems due in part to 
its camera positions which make 
for a monotony of picture, empha- 
sized because the game here is too 
much restricted to the box and the 
plate and once play starts no cam- 
era ever shows anything above the 
lower stand. In other words, no 
camera takes a look around in a 
field so big that most all home 
|runs go into the lower stands or 
' bleachers and regardless that the 
park is a sight when attendance 
nudges and passes the 50,000 mark. 

The Popular Science Monthly 
for August carries a story and dia- 
grams on WABD’s camera setup at 
the Stadium. It points out that 
! 
|three cameras each have a par- 
ticular job to do. The diagram in- 
| dicates that the director at the 
‘controls has as much to watch as 
the guy at the instrument panel 
on a DC-6. The article is an inno- 
cent witness for the contention that 
televised baseball is being over- 
directed. 


WPIX has carried on a summer 
long romance with its Zoomar lens, 
which is fair enough when it’s well 
handled. It is the first full season 
at the Polo Grounds for this Daily 


| The commercials: The ad agen- 
cies are presumed to know what 
they’re doing but it’s hard to fol- 
low the reasoning behind some of 
their ball yard cannonading. Bal- 
lantine beer (Yanks) pours it down 
the viewer’s throat every inning, 
for nine innings’ besides’ the 
pre and_ post-game _ routines. 
That’s a lot of beer. With the best 
scoreboard in town the fans are 
lucky to get three flashes at it a 
game due to the commercials. 

| Fans like to mull over the figures 
/on a board and probably would be 
happy to settle for the sponsor’s 
|emblem superimposed thereon, but 
things like that don’t happen. 
Either it’s a filmed jingle (and okay 
the first few times) or a straight 
|verbal plug. A schedule such as 
this lacks initiative. 

| At the Polo Grounds Chesterfield 
‘constantly reminds everybody of its 
|charity to the veterans. Home- 
runs and double plays are 600 more 
cigarets before they're anything 
else. The announcers, obviously 
| under orders, defeat their own pur- 
pose. There are actors who won’t 
get off stage. Likewise some spon- 


|sors. The audience hasn’t the same 
| 


even on a simple infield play the | 


having its troubles, from transmis- 
sion to camera errors, there has 
| been an over-all if erratic improve- 
/ ment. 

This outlet’s photographic game 
account, however, lacks scope, as it 
presents a narrow picture through 
working too close to the players. 


Its prolonged and repeated concen- | 


tration on the trio at the plate 
(batter, catcher, umpire) is a par- 
ticular aggravation. Further, it is 
on this channel that the ordinary 
play of a put-out from short to first 
is often cluttered up with two cam- 
era switches. There is no doubt 


‘that a certain percentage of switch- | 


ing, especially as to the outfield, is 
both necessary and desirable, but 


this button pushing cannot be care- | 


less and must not be merely for 
the sake of “mobility of camera.” 

So while it probably doesn't 
matter to the public which network 
gets the series, once the games 
start the camera crews doing the 
job will matter a great deal. And 
locally NBC has not done a bali 
game this year. 

If there is no improvement 
over last year’s coverage of the se- 
ries the yelp from Mudville (the 
fans) is apt to be slightly sensa- 
tional. Televised baseball can no 
longer expect to get by in network 
cities on the miracle of its elec- 
tronics. 


Commercials 


stamina. Also to be questioned is 
the “still” picture of the uniformed 


player smoking. Chesterfield addi- | 


tionally goes in for film endorse- 
ments using Hollywood names. 

With the product name _ heavy- 
ily plastered above the center 
field bleachers and having painted 
packages alongside both right and 
left field scoreboards the camera 
takes frequent and appreciated 
iglances at the out of town games. 
But when a sponsor dominates to 
this extent the firm detrimentally 
overshadows its own telecast. 

In Brooklyn Schaefer beer has 
come up with a couple of clever 
| “live” spots which are used every 
iso often between innings. They 
stand up because they're well done 
|}and away from the radio pattern. 
|The product also has its name 
around the park and the an- 
|/nouncers are not shy about men- 
tioning it, but day in and night out 
the advertising scheme here makes 
sense because it isn’t overdone. A 
| puppet called ‘“Quartsie,” a hold- 
|over from the hockey season, is in 
for comedy. Dolls on strings and 
television seem inseparable and 
this one makes Red Barber straight 


| ° 


iman to a marionette. 


Announcers 


| The announcers: As previously 


/mentioned it is on the audio side 
that the real improvement in 
TV baseball is to be noted. This 
has been accomplished by doubling 
the well known and regular radio 
men into the video presentation of 
the games. And all the boys are 
doubling, actually splitting their 
time between TV and AM. 

| For WABD this means that Mel 
Allen and Curt Gowdy alternate 
_ between this outlet and WINS, and 
_ occasionally the one microphone 
| serves both stations simultaneous- 
ly. Don Dunphy fills in on the tele 
end when needed. 

On WPIX Russ Hodges and Al 
‘Helfer divide this transmitter’s 
| chores with WMCA, Helfer doing 
most of the video work. Hodges 
usually does the middle three in- 
ings. 

At WCBS there’s a threesome 
consisting of Red Barber, Connie 
Desmond and Ernie Harwell who, 
when otherwise engaged, are on 
WMGM. For the latter station 
there are always two men doing 
the game. 
| To rate the announcers individ- 
ually puts Barber and Hodges on 
top of the list here because they 
know baseball and work easily 
alongside of a screen. It is im- 
portant that neither takes himself 
or baseball too seriously and both 
instinctively realize when not to 
talk as well as what consti- 
tutes background color. It is this 
all ‘round savvy that makes them 
stand out. 

Mel Allen, the Statistic Kid, 
would be the third man on top if 
|it weren’t for his insistence on 
reeling off chapter and verse as 


to multiple statistics of players and 
|teams. Especially is this true of 


relieving pitchers when he unloads | 


details unto dates on their season’s 
record. This forces Allen into a 
'ceaseless chatter that mars his 
general effectiveness. It is to be 
regretted because here’s a guy who 
\1Is not stage but baseball struck, 
| who would rather be doing what 
he’s doing than anything else in 
the world, and this wealth of en- 
_thusiasm has warmth. His excla- 
/mation of ‘How about that?,” when 
anything unusual happens on the 
field, has become a by-word in the 
| metropolitan area. 


| As to the other announcers there | 


is either a sense of strain about 
| their work, a Johnny-one-note or 
| monotone of voice, or a penchant 
| to handle the game with cathedral 
| Seriousness. Further, it is only 
Barber and Hodges who know when 
/and how to lighten their delivery 
| without trying to be comedians, 
| and who will discuss the score- 
' board with the audience. It is 
| also only Barber who frequently 
| differs with the decisions of the 
| Official Scorer. Barber feels this 
/Secure in his knowledge of base- 
ball, and the vets among the fans 
,8enerally go along with him on 
| these differences. 


| Station, sponsor, or agency must | 


soon do something to improve the 
, quality of televised baseball. The 
, Camera work has been badly neg- 
lected and the game is a top pri- 
_ority for television as to circulation 
| or the sale of receiving sets. If 
nothing is done some announcer 
,Some day is a cinch to say, “Aw, 
(come out to the game and you 
| Won't have to be annoyed by us.” 


Frankensteen Use of TY 
In Detroit’s Mayoralty 
Campaign a Vote-Getter 


Detroit, Sept. 6. 
Television made its debut as a 





primes these spectacular | News station, and while it is still local political force last week as 


| the primary race got hot, and What 
the camera discovered was a sur. 
prise to many viewers. 

The camera picked up Richard T, 
Frankensteen, candidate for mayor 
playing checkers with a friend. 
Voters will nominate two candi- 
dates for mayor Sept. 13. but 
Frankensteen was so absorbed in 
his game he forgot, apparently, his 
eager audience awaiting his cure 
for all the city’s ills. After his 
friend had cued him twice with: 
“It’s your move, Dick,” he re- 
luctantly took his eves off the 
checker board and addressed his 
audience: “I am thinking of the 
old days when our city was known 
as Detroit the Beautiful.” 
| The camera flashed back to De- 
'troit the Beautiful, showing people 
getting off the boat from Buffalo 
and riding along tree-shaded 
streets. Then came a picture of 
Detroit the Dynamic, with people 
lined up for streetcars that rock- 
eted along treeless streets. 
| Then Frankensteen jumped two 
of his friend’s checkers and re- 
marked: ‘Do the people of Detroit 
realize the importance of the elec- 
tion—do they realize what can be 
done by an aggressive mayor?” 
The camera then showed a film of 
New York before and after slum 
clearance. 
| The other candidates for mayor 
have yet to use video. Observers 
|agreed that Frankensteen’s dub- 
bing in of pix with his running 
commentary had made a _ potent 
point with the voters. 





“ANIMATORS BUSY ON 
ADVERTISER CARTOONS 


Fiim animators in the east are 
getting plenty of work this season 
for the first time in years. as a 


Steadily-increasing number of tele- 
vision advertisers are turning to 
cartoons for their commercial 
plugs. According to Lars Calonius, 
head of Archer Productions and a 
former animator for Walt Disney 
| in Hollywood, good audience reac- 
| tion to the cartoon plugs has con- 
|vinced some of the top-spending 
| advertisers of their selling ability. 
| Situation also points up the many 
| 00d animation companies in N. Y. 
| Archer recently completed a 
| series of animated plugs for Chev- 
_rolet, which marked that company’s 
first use of them on TV. Produe- 
‘tion outfit is now working on a 
/series of cartoon spots for both 
Blatz Beer and Pepsi-Cola. 


MacDonnell Off Air 


| e 
For Broadway Musical 
| NBC-TV star Kyle MacDonnell 
temporarily signed off the air after 
her show last Saturday night (3). 
She has one of the lead roles in 
George Abbott’s upcoming legit 
musical, ‘Touch and Go,” and re- 
hearsals prevented her from con- 
tinuing in TV. Legiter is slated to 
bow on Broadway Oct. 13 after a 
New Haven opening. : 
| NBC programming department is 
| 





now working out a new video pro- 
gram for Miss MacDonnell, who 
has a longterm contract with the 
'web. Show will be slotted at a 
| time that will permit her to double 
in the legiter. It is expected to be 
a 15-minute musicale, similar in 
format to the show in which she 
entered TV several years ago. 


e 9 care “we 9 
Philly’s ‘Sillie Willie 
Philadelphia, Sept. 6. 
A campaign to shame motorists 
and pedestrians into safety pre 
cautions was launched Sept. 1, 
when WFIL and WFIL-TV intro 
duced their “Sillie Willie” to the 
public. The safety drive is being 
run with official sanction and 1 
'direct cooperation with the Phila- 
delphia Highway Traffic Board. 
“Sillie Willie,” conceived by 
Roger W. Clipp, general manager 
of the Inquirer stations, Was cre- 
ated to serve as a glaring example 


of all who break the rules of safe- 
rvice 








ty. The two-month public sé 0- 
effort is valued at more than 4: 
000 in terms of radio | 
vision time and advertising 
donated by cooperating ase? 
‘throughout the city. 
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Kaycee Tele to Start Rolling Oct. 16: 
WDAF-TV Setup to Cost $1,300,000 


Kansas City, Sept. 6. 

Television rolls here Oct. 16, ac- 
cording to announcement made 
last week by Dean Fitzer, general 
manager of WDAF-TYV, the Kansas 
City Star’s video outlet. Plans and 
construction which have been un- 
derway more than a year wili cul- 
minate then when WDAF-TV be- 
gins a four-hour daily, seven-days- 
per-week schedule. The station be- 
gan its test-pattern televising last 
week. 

The Oct. 16 date settles a long 
standing question as to when TV 
actually would come to K. C., a 
question which has been pertinent 
since the Star was given a license 


early in 1948. The start will be 
made with commercial program- 
ming, according to Fitzer, who 


said that a good percentage of pro- 
grams from the very start will be 
network. Several sponsors already 
are on the fire, he said, and the 
commercial outlook is good. 

Local interest in television will 
get a shot in the arm through a 
three day television exposition be- 
ginning Sept. 11, in the exposition 
hall of the Municipal Auditorium 
under sponsorship of WDAF and 
the Star. The expo will include 
booths of 23 set demonstrators, 
and visitors are expected to be 
able to see at first-hand virtually 
all of the known receivers on the 
market. WDAF-TV will bring in 
a TV camera, and through a closed 
circuit, sets will be demonstrated 
right in the hall. Current esti- 
mates as to the number of pri- 
vately-owned sets in the metropoli- 
tan area are now around 500, but 
the number is expected to be well 

(Continued on page 40) 


Schnoz Goes TY 
For Camel in N.Y. 





Hollywood, Sept. 6. 
Jimmy Durante will take his 
television bow in November when 


he is in New York for his Copa 
date. He'll do several shows for 
Camel, the format of which is 
being worked out. 

Tom Luckenbill, radio and TV 
head of the Esty Agency, came out 
from N.Y. to set up the deal with 
Durante and his manager, Lou 
Clayton. Nothing definite beyond 
the shows he does while in the 
east. 





United Videogram Steals 
March on MOT, Sneaks 
‘Marines’ War’ on KSTP 


Minneapolis, Sept. 6. 

Unitea Videogram, Inc., local 
TV producing company, unveiled 
two chapters of 26-part TV serial, 
“The Marines’ War,” in preview 
at KSTP, indicating it had thereby 
stolen march on “March of Time.” 

Firm is headed by two ex-news- 
papermen, Otis Carney and Paul 
Cunningham, former once a ma- 
rine flier and scripter for Louis 
de Rochemont, latter army vet- 
eran. They obtained rights to 
Fletcher Pratt book of that name, 
from marine corps got 9,000,000 
feet of combat film and some 
3,000,000 feet of Japanese film 
from which they got cuts for se- 
ries, 

MOT, which made “Crusade in 
Europe” now running on TV sta- 
tions, announced it would do simi- 
lar job for Pacific. At that time, 
however, United Videogram for 
months had been working on its 
version and at the time had four 
chapters complete, rest ready to 
80 any time. 

Carney-Cunningham version 
may be made available also for 
film showings, but with restric- 
tions protecting TV. Series is 
based on GI viewpoint, most of 
film being shot by combat camera- 
mer in action, 


Carney authored script, both sat 
in on editing, 


| Lopez and 


{turning to 





TV Goes to the Fair 


Syracuse, Sept. 6 

Full-secale coverage of the ’49 
New York State Fair is being given 
by TV station WHEN, Syracuse, 
which moved its complete studio 
facilities to the fair grounds for 
the week of Sept. 5-10. 

All regular local video shows are 
being beamed from exposition stu- 
dios in the Pure Foods and Teie- 
vision bldg. In addition, “Today 
at the Fair,” special feature show, 
is offered nightly. 


45 TV Markets 
(n DuMont Sked 


In Program Boost 


DuMont television teed off on a 
full-scale boost in programming 
for affiliate stations Monday (5), 
made possible by its recent sign- 
ing with American Telephone & 
Telegraph as a fulltime customer 
for cable facilities. New move has 
the web feeding stations in all 45 
TV market areas, some of them 
getting their shows via tele-tran- 
scriptions. 

Web plans to step up its pro- 
gramming for’ affiliates 80% 





Three-quarters of the shows will 
originate from WABD, flagship 
station in N. Y., with the balance 


coming from WGN-TV, DuMont’s 
new Chicago affiliate. First of the 
programs coming from Chi is “The 
Al Morgan Show,” which preemed 
in N. Y. Monday night in the 8:30 
to 9 slot. WGN-TV will also feed 
to the network “Windy City,” a 
simulcast of a WGN-AM program, 
which goes into the 8:30 to 9 pe- 


+ 
v 


OBS VS. RCA 
NES DRAWN 


Washington, Sept. 
Television industry may be in 
for another fight over color, but 
this one won’t hold back progress 
like the > color battle two years ago. 
3ecause of the present attitude 


of C BS to conserve its money and 
resources in light of the heavy 
amounts already expended, the an- 
ticipated battle between CBS and 
RCA for the right tele tint sys- 
tem is expected to help shove the 
industry forward. Out of the fight 
is expected to come a tried and 
proven color system, with the de- 
cision on which company gets the 


| nod lying in the laps of the FCC 


riod tomorrow (Thurs.) night. Web , 


will air boxing from Chi at 10 p.m. 
Fridays starting this week (9) and 
wrestling at 10 o’clock Saturday 
nights commencing Sept. 17. 

In other program changes set 
this week by network program 
chief James L. Caddigan, “Family 
Genius,” moves from the Wednes- 
day night at 7 slot to Fridays at 9 
to permit airing of “Captain Video” 
across the board at 7. Vincent 
Chuck Tranum swap 
time periods, with Lopez going full 
network at 7:45 p.m. Mondays 
through Fridays and Tranum re- 
his former 7:30 p.m. 
time across the board. “And 
Everything Nice.” DuMont’s fash- 
ion show featuring Maxine Barratt, 
returns after a summer hiatus 
Monday night (12) at 9. 


VAUDERS EAGER FOR 
TELE AT CUT RATES 


The talent agencies are finding it 
considerably easier to get standard 
vaude performers to work televi- 
sion at reduced rates. Dip in the- 
atre salaries in the middle brackets 
has caused entertainers to com- 
plain that they can’t make money 
on the road since travel and living 
expenses are still high. 

Since most of them have per- 
manent homes in New York, as 
well as other major video centres, 
the acts would rather take occa- 
sional jobs on video than take 
their chances on the road. 


Mohawk’s Expanded Web 


Schenectady, Sept. 6. 








That CBS will be in there pitch- 
ing for its sequential system when 
the FCC hearings start Sept. 26 
was revealed this week by prexy 
Frank Stanton. In a letter to act- 
ing Commission chairman Paul A 
Walker, Stanton said CBS would 
conduct a series of tests on color 
video in Washington starting on or 
about the date the hearings tee off. 
RCA had previously announced it 
would unveil its new all-electronic 
system at the same time. 3attle 
lines, consequently, have been 
drawn. 

CBS plans basically to follow the 
same demonstration pattern as that 
set by RCA. Web will show on 
the same receiving sets standard 
black-and-white pictures from 
standard black-and-white signals 
now being transmitted: black-and- 
white pictures from color signals, 
and color pictures from color sig- 
nals. CBS will use the transmitter 
of WOIC, its affiliate here, for the 
tests. Camera equipment and sev- 
eral of the receivers to be used 
are those developed by CBS for 
Smith, Kline & French Labs for 
showing surgical operations to 
medical groups throughout the 


country. 3ecause the equipment 
is scheduled for a Denver demon- 
stration Sept. 20-23, it will be 


flown to Washington for the tests. 

Other receivers are being rushed 
to completion by equipment manu- 
facturers to whom CBS. has li- 
censed its patents, including Air 
King Products, Astatie Corp., Birt- 
man Electric Co. and Teletone. In 
all, CBS will have 13 new black- 
and-white receivers with dual 
scanning already built in and with 
color converters added, plus 12 
standard RCA receivers with adapt- 
ers and converters added. Neither 
RCA nor CBS has divulged the 
costs of the converters. 

Stanton has requested the FCC 
to schedule the color portion of 
the hearings for the windup, so 
that there will have been sufficient 
time to make a complete study of 
the tests. ° 


‘FAMILY’ TELE VERSION 
LENSED FOR AUDITIONS 


NBC television last week lensed 
its first audition kinescope of “One 
Man’s Family” and is pitching the 
show to ad agencies and clients as 
a possible occupant of the Thurs- 
day night at 8:30 period. Time pe- 
riod is considered a good one, 
since it will directly precede the 
Olsen & Johnson show when the 
two comedians bring their vaudeo 





program back to NBC at the end 


of this month. 

Asking price for “Family” 
not been revealed, but it’s known 
to be under $10,000. NBC audi- 
tioned the kine in N. Y. Friday 
morning (2) and then ran the print 
on a closed circuit transmission to 
Chicago that afternoon for the 
benefit of midwestern agencies and 
clients. Show, adapted from the 
long-running radio program pack- 
aged by Carleton E. Morse, is be- 
ing produced by Morse in collabo- 


ration with NBC. 


Mohawk Carpet Mills show, star- | 


ring Morton Downey Monday, Wed- 
nesday and Friday, and Roberta 
Quinlan Tuesday and Thursday, 
will be carried over 22 television 
stations on an inter-connected NBC 
basis and three kine outlets when 
it resumes on Sept. 12. 


Fifteen-minute programs origin- 


‘ate in New York at 7:30 p.m. 





Chi’s 169,600 Sets 


Chicago, Sept. 6. 

Television sets installed in the 
Chi area (50-mile radius) totalled 
169,600 as of July 31. Figure rep- 
resented a boost of 7,806 during 
July. 

Compiling is done by the Elec- 
tric Assn, 


has 


5 


TINT GETS SPRINT IN TV SCRAP 





caer 


TY Stations on a Spot Spree; 
Income Exceeds Web Show Sales 





‘Author’ to ABC-TV 


Televersion of “Author Meets 
the Critics” will return to the air 
this fall via ABC-TV Deal was 
signed with that web this week by 
indie packager Martin Stone 
Starting date has not been set and 
no sponsor has yet been inked, but 
the program will continue in its 
original format, with John K. M. 
McCaffery as moderator. 

“Author” closed a long run on 
NBC-TV this summer, where it 
was bankrolled by General Foods. 


Color May Boost 


Video Budgets As 
Much as 20-90%, 


Color television will provide 
both a blessing and a problem to 
broadcasters, ad agencies and 
sponsors once it goes into opera- 
tion. Industry observers are con- 
fident, on the one hand, that the 
addition of color to TV’s already 
proven advertising impact will 
give sponsors undoubtedly the 
most potent selling medium they've 
ever had. But, at the same time, 
color will skyrocket production 
budgets to a new high at a time 
when few, if any, stations are op- 
erating at a profit. 

Since there has never been any 
thing like commercial color TV, 
broadcasters this week declined to 
estimate how much the addition of 
tinting would boost their program 
budgets. In film production, how- 
ever, which is closely allied to TV, 
it has been estimated that color 
ups the negative cost of a picture 
anywhere from 20° °-50°7 over 
black-and-white. (Figure does not 
include print costs, which are obvi- 
ously much higher in color. While 
‘video will no’ de faced with all the 
tint problems that confront film 
producers, it is believed their 
budgets may be upped somewhere 
within the same range. 


CBS may be farther along the 
path to color conversion in its 
studios than the other’ webs. 


Spokesman claimed this week that 
CBS has been @sing full-color sets 
for months, instead of the off-color 
and shadings of gray used for 
scenic backgrounds by most other 


studios. In addition, he said, 
web's lighting techniques, com- 
prising mainly flat key lighting, 
will be easily adapted to color 


when it comes. 

Biggest difference in color 
black-and-white film production 
lies in lighting techniques, with 
color requiring considerably more 
intricate lighting. In addition, the 
costs of both sets and costumes 
zoom when a film is lensed in color. 
TV will be forced to take all these 
factors into consideration. But TV, 
producing the greatest majority of 
its shows in indoor studios, will not 
be faced with the film industry's 
problem of exterior lensing in 


(Continued on page 40) 


MULL ‘LOBBLIES’ AS 
NBC WEEKLY SERIES 


and 





“Mr. Mergenthwirker’s Lob- 
blies,”’ fantasy written especially 
for television, which has been 


aired several times as a one-hour 
program by NBC-TV, may form 
the basis of a new once-weekly 
series on the web. National pro- 
gram chief Norman Blackburn is 
now dickering with Nelson Bond 
and David Kent, who wrote the 
original, to attempt a half-hour 
show using the same characters 
and format. 

Play was the first staged exclu- 
sively for video to receive a bid 
from films. Producer S. Sylvan Si- 
mon saw it on its first airing in 
‘N. Y. and optioned it for a pic- 
ture. He subsequently let the op- 
‘tion drop, however. 


+ 


that sports and other 


Tele 
spots 


like it 


Station Owners are seeing 
before their eyves—and they 
The video outlets report 
that income from local, regional 
and national spot accounts is fast 
exceeding their take from network 
programming. The process is simi- 
lar to the situation in AM, where 
for the past few years stations have 
been netting more coin from their 
spots than from web time sales. 
The opinion of many toppers in 
the industry is that the high cost 
of video production—with even 
higher costs in the offing—is spur- 
ring interest in selective TV as 
opposed to network shows An- 
other factor operating, they say, is 
local remote 
pickups snare big audiences, and 
this type of video offering lends it- 
self to the spot advertiser 
Another hypo for the spot boom, 
it’s argued, is the large number of 
bankrollers who are going into tele 
on an experimental basis, and 
choosing station breaks, spots and 
five-minute weather and other local 
advertising, because they cost less 
for their tests. At the same time, 
results are showing that the im- 
pact of TV is so great that the 20 
and 60-second spots can be more 
effective than quarter-page news- 
paper ads, according to Tom Flana- 
gan, head of the National Assn. of 
Radio Station Representatives. 
Flanagan told Variety: “In tele- 
vision the station is getting a small- 
er proportion of the dollar which 
the national advertiser gives the 
network for a program than exists 
in AM. The reason, of course, is 
that the network has such high 
production costs. TV outlets are 
operating in the red because of 


this small percentage, and until 
they can build up their local and 
national spot business they'll con- 


tinue to lose. Of course, they want 
to get the network programs be- 
cause these, too, are important in 
building audiences.” 

In radio, Flanagan said, adjacen- 
cies to the big shows are very sal- 
able. But in TV the most sought- 
after adjacencies are those around 
baseball, football and other local 
events. While in AM the more 
powerful stations have little sports, 


in TV the important outlets all 
have heavy sports diets. And, he 


adds, availabilities and adjacencies 
are rapidly being snapped up, 
which is prompting many backers 
to get into the spot biz now. 
Growing shortage of cream ad- 
jacencies is expected to give the 
20-second spot a new importance. 
The quickie spot, it’s felt by some 
industryites, can do an effective 
selling job, particularly for an in- 
stitutionally-advertised product. 


‘Armchair Major 


TV Kine Casualty 


“Armchair Detective,” first kine- 
scoped show from Hollywood to be 
sponsored on an eastern network, 
has been cancelled by Whitehall 
Pharmacal after 13 weeks. Spon- 
sor also gave up the CBS time. 
Reason for the pullout is said to be 
that the sight sleuther didn’t meas- 
ure up to expectations. 

Spotted opposite NBC’s Kraft 
TV Theatre, now in its third year, 
the Mike Stokey-Bernie Ebert pro- 
duction average a 7.5 rating 
against Kraft’s 34. Reports from 
the east on the quality of the kine- 
scope have been highly compli- 
mentary. Likely that KTLA, which 
carried the show locally under 
Whitehall sponsorship, will con- 
tinue the show as a sustainer. Last 
telecast here is Sept. 14 and two 
weeks later in New York. 


Mady Christians TV Show 


Deal is in the works with ABC- 
TV for a Mady Christians show 
called “Everything For Angel,” @ 
half-hour dramatic strip. J. Ed 
ward Bromberg will support. 

Roger Kay will produce and di- 
rect and Leonard T. Holton hag 
been signed as writer. 














28 RADIO REVIEWS 


VARIETY 





Wednesday, September 7, 1949 








HE GOLDBERGS F 

ith Gertrude Berg, Philip Loeb, 

Eli Mintz, Larry Robinson, Arlene 

McQuade, others | 
Producer-Writer: Gertrude Berg | 
$0 Mins., Fri., 8 p.m. (EDT) 
GENERAL FOODS 
CBS, from New York | 

(Young & Rubicam) 

After a several-year absence 
from the airlanes, during which it 
reestablished a hold on the public 
via its video presentation, “The 
Goldbergs” returned to radio last 
Friday night (2) under sponsorship 
of Sanka Coffee (General Foods), 
which also bankrolls the Monday 
night TV stanza on CBS. 

The Gertrude Berg distinction is 
unusual and unprecedented, rep- 
resenting as it does the initial in- 
stance of a onctime pctent radio 
property achieving new heights in 
popularity through its TV-adapta- 
tion, to pave the way for its re- 
entrenchment in radio. 


' 
! 


The reasons can be traced 
strictly to Mrs. Berg’s creative 
door. Last Friday night’s kickoff 


stanza demonstrated that the 
“Goldbergs” on AM has the same 
human values, and registers just as 
solidly on the entertainment side, 
as the tele version. That’s because 
the author-producer-star of the 
show peoples it with real, live char- 
acters. They're not only be- 
lievable, but Mrs. Berg has the 
knack of transferring them into 
one’s own living room. Their 
problem and dilemmas become 
the listeners’ problems and dilem- 
mas. 

“Goldbergs” is not a simulcast, 
but Mrs. Berg is using the Friday 
night radio script for her Monday 
night videocast, perhaps on the as- 
sumption that TV _ viewers no 
longer listen to.radio. The fact 
remains that the script’s double- 
duty may split her two-way audt- 
ence and invite desertions from 
one or the other medium, the only 
saving grace being that the show’s 
top quality rates the reprise. 

{t's not only in her portrayal, 
but in the personification of lesser, 
subsidiary characters that Mrs. 
Berg shines. Thus the neighbors, 
Uncle David, Rosie, Sammy, etc.. 
are vested with a realism and 
human fallibilities that endear 
them to the audience. Perhaps 
the only offkey note is that sug- 
gested in Philip Loeb’s portraval 
of Molly's husband, Jake. In radio 
as on video, he’s not as natural 
as the others. There is always the 
suspicion that he’s playing down 
and that the garment industry is 
out of his element. 

The initial broadcast, finding the 
Goldbergs returning from “Pincus 
Pines” and caught on the heels 
of a succession of dilemmas because 
the porch sifters have _ fancied 
themselves as big shots during the 
vacation interval, was a_ hilarious 
commentary on human frailties. 

As with her TV show, Mrs. Berg 
does the Sanka commercials. On 
that score alone General Foods is 
getting one of the best breaks in 
radio. Rose. 


THE BOB HAWK SHOW 
With Crew Chiefs (4); George Bar- 
clay, Charles Lyon, Bob Lemond, 
announcers 
Producer-Director: Don Bernard 
36 Mins.; Mon. (5), 10:30 p.m. 
CAMELS 
CBS, from Hollywood 
(William Esty) 


The Bob Hawk Show, which has 
changed its origination from Goth- 
am to the Coast with a few switches 
in supporting personnel, is substan- 
tially the same as in previous sea- 
‘ONS. 
moves quickly, chiefly because 
Hawk is a quick customer with a 
gag. Laugh lines are _ probably 
worked out between selection of 


contestants and time program goes | 


on the air. Occasionally, Hawk 
reaches into left field for a weak 
witticism, but more often they are 
apropos and have a spontaneous 
quality. He tells his stories adroit- 
Jy and also knows how to toss off 
—and throw away—his ad libs. 

Choice of contestants was fairly 

ood. with the emcee exchanging 

anter with a human fly, a lady 
barker and a theatre deodorizer, 
the unusual occupations serving as 
springboards for light 
Somewhat annoying, however, was 
Hawk's penchant for helping con- 
testants, espeeially since the quer- 
fes demand little intellectual prow- 
ess. Each participant gets five 
questions, initial letters of the an- 
wers spelling out ‘“C-A-M-E-L.” 
f he gets all right he’s a Lemac 
‘what did you expect, Serutan”) 
and gets a crack at the jackpot. 
The payoff poser is along the lines 
of naming U. S. cities or trees that 
begin with L-E-M-A-C. 

These devices, while coy, slug 
home the sponsor identification. In 
acidition, there are jingles plugging 
Camels and Lemacs. They're done 
pleasantly by the Crew Chiefs 
quartet. which for this airer is tag- 
ged—you're right—the ——«*" 

Bril. 


As quiz shows go, this one | 


chitchat. | 


CAVALCADE OF AMERICA 

With Raymond Massey, Parker 
Fennelly, others; Bill Hamilton, 
announcer 

Producer-Director: Jack Zoller 

Writer: Irve Tunick 


CLUB 15 . 

With Dick Haymes, Andrews Sis- 
ters, Evelyn Knight, Modern- 
aires, Jerry Gray Orchestra, Del 
Sharbutt 

Producer: Diana Bourbon 





30 Mins.; Tues. (30), 8 p.m. 
DU PONT 
NBC, from New York 
(BBD&O) 
“Cavaleade of America” started 
its 15th season on the air on the 


same high level it has shown in| 


previous years. It is a slick, pro- 
fessional job that combines good 
scripting, topflight acting and all- 
round production values into an 
entertaining and informative show. 

Preem last week (30) dealt with 
the integration of the telegraph in- 
dustrv. Show started with a ht- 
morous scene in which the chaotic 
situation that existed a century ago 
was detailed. Fact that dozens of 
wire companies competed often 
meant that getting a message to a 
town a few hundred miles away 
took days. Raymond Massey 
played the role of Hiram Sibley, 
who unified the warring firms into 
one outfit—Western Union—and 
brought order out of the melange. 
Second half of the broadcast dealt 
with how he organized a trans-con- 
tinental telegraph cable just before 
the Civil War, bringing the west 
into contact with Washington and 
having an important political effect 
on that conflict. 

It added up to good listening, if 
a somewhat simplified interpreta- 
tion of history. Occasionally, too, 
the scripting hit trite notes and the 
tone leaned toward rah-rah flag 
waving. 

Massey gave a good performance 
as the industrialist-hero and 
Parker Fennelly, in one of his 
typical New Englander folksy 
roles, added some’ humorous 
touches. Commercials for DuPont 
plugging the 


were institutional, ' 
firm’s integrity and skill. Closing 
commercial featured a DuPont 


mistress who is 
100,000th = stock- 
holder. to tell how she came to 
buy its shares and what’ she 
thought of it after a tour of the 
plants. It was effective public 
relations. Bril. 


owner, a school 
the company’s 


MY FAVORITE HUSBAND 


With Lucille Ball, Richard Den- 
ning, Rudh Perrott; Wilbur 
Hatch orch; Bob Lemond, an- 


nouncer 
Writers: Jess Oppenheimer, Made- 
lyn Pugh, Bob Carroll 
Producer: Oppenheimer 
30 Mins., Fri., 830 p.m. 
JELL-O 
CBS from Hollywood 
Beginning its second season on 
the air, and returning after a sum- 


mer’s vacation, ‘“My Favorite Hus- | 


band” retains all its freshness and 
charm, to rank high in the list of 
‘comedy airers. The program has 
more than its quota of laughs; the 
gags are good, the repartee fast, 
with the gags moreover based on 
some humorous real-life situations. 
In Friday’s (2) program, which 
marked the series’ return, the real- 
life situations were charmingly 
mixed with fantasy and _ plain 
goofiness for a very funny half- 
hour. 

The Coopers came back from 
their vacation to find that they had 
| forgoteen to discontinue milk de- 
liveries before they went away. 
The porch was full of milk; it was 
also tull of soured cream. An ad- 
ditional complication was a set of 
/new neighbors next door, and the 
suspicion that one of them was 
/ ordering ice cream on the Coopers 
| delivery-card and having a sweet, 
sugary summer of it. All this led 
'to some amusing froth, well han- 
/dled by Lucille Ball and Richard 
| Denning as the young, slightly 
| daffy cooper couple. 
Miss Ball’s good spirits, good 


timing and arch delivery, and Den-} 


|ning’s slightly helpless foil, make 
|them a good comedy team, and sup- 
port is also good. Crackling dia- 
log is also aided by some neat 
music bridges. Bron. 


THE HEADLINERS 
Writer-producer: George Selden 
15 Mins., Fri., 7:30 p.m. 
WGY, Schenectady 

Conservative WGY has seldom if 
ever regularly presented such a 
hep quartet as this mixed one of 
Albany youngsters, who sing “the 
songs of today and yesterday in the 
style of the day after tomorrow.” 
They are all bounce, rhythm and 
effervescence, even when harmon- 
izing on old selections. Younger 
listeners probably will like the 
quartet best; certain of the more 
mature may find the zip a little 
wearing. One may wonder whether 
the results would not be better if 
the foursome occasionally slack- 
ened its tempo and gave the mel- 
ody a clearer break. Arrangements 
by Bud Estes are unusual for a lo- 
cal act, but they sometimes sound 
slightly overdone. Even the piano 
accompaniment bounces and beats. 

Jaco. 


Director: Ace Ochs 
| Writers: Carroll 
| Greggory 
15 Mins., Mon.-thru-Fri., 7:30 p.m. 
CAMPBELL SOUP 
CBS, from Hollywood 

(Ward Wheelock) 

Dick Haymes, Andrews Sisters, 
Evelyn Knight and the Modern- 
aires and Jerry Gray’s orchestra 
started Campbell Soup’s new fall 
series cooking a week ago Monday 
(29). And they present a tasty dish 
of musical entertainment nicely 
spliced by light and bright word- 
age that covers a point without 
smothering or getting in the way 
of tunes. 

Haymes of course rides five 
nights weekly. While he’s superior 
to Bob Crosby, last seasons emcee, 
as a singer, he’s not quite the glib 
helmsman that Crosby proved him- 
self. Therefore the show has lost 
some of its speed of last year. 
| Nevertheless, Haymes does a solid 
| job alternating on pops and stand- 
ards with the consistent tune- 
punching of the Andrews Sisters, 
who seem to get better and better 
as they go along; Evelyn Knight, 
| whose brightly-bounced items such 
'as “Goody Good Good to Me” are a 
swell addition, and the Modern- 
aires, one of the most improved 
vocal groups available. 

All told, over the full first week’s 
broadeasts, the Campbell lineup 
sold itself solidly. Using pops and 
standards, all given good under- 
pinning by Gray’s tooter-combina- 
tion, the group does a good job. 

Plugs for Campbell’s are also 
smoothly done by Del Sharbutt, 
and the vocalists, who push 
through with singing commercials 
that are attractively tuned and 
therefore draw attention. Wood. 


Carroll, David 





LASSIE SHOW 
With Lassie, Rud Weatherwax, 
others 

Writer: Hobart Donovan 
| Producer: Frank Farren 
Director: Harry Stewart 
| 15 Mins.; Sat., 11 a.m. 
' RED HEART DOG FOOD 
NBC, frem Hollywood 

(Henri, Hurst & McDonald) 
afternoon airer, 


Previously an 
Lassie Show 


the transcribed 


switched to a morning slot Satur-} 


day (3) when it resumed after a 
|/summer layoff. Time change prob- 
ably will mean very little audience- 
| wise since the program presumably 
will continue to attract the same 
vouthful dialers it has snared in 
the past. 

Tagged “Dog Heaven,” the open- 
ing stanza was a fanciful tale of a 
dog (Lassie) who was barred from 
a tenement by a grumpy landlord. 
After injuring the canine’s moppet 
owner in an auto accident, he re- 
pents and permits every child in 
the building to have a four-footed 
pet. 
| Script is way beyond the bounds 
of probability, but the kids likely 
| won't notice it. A_ slice 


favor of some helpful hints in feed- 
ing and grooming for dog owners 


would be a practical step for Red, 
the sponsor. | 


Heart Dog _ Food, 
Plugs are comparatively modest. 
Gilb. 


TUNE TEST 
With Sam Porfirio, Ben Carlton, 
| Fred Kissling, Al Barathy; Jack 


| Fuller, emcee; Norman Kraeft, | 


announcer 
Director: Carlyle Stevens 

25 Mins., Mon.-thru-Fri., 2 p.m. 
| Participating 

WGN, Chicago 


This ‘s the latest entry in the 
WGN stable of local giveaways 
(four total), debuting Aug. 29 de- 
spite the recent FCC crackdown on 
phone gimmick lotteries. Emcee 
|Jack Fuller, backed musically by 
the Tune Testers quartet, quizzes 
| telephonees on mystery tunes, with 
|lucky guessers getting a chance at 
| the jackpot question. 

Musically, it could be a good 
show. The Tune Testers, who work 


several WGN shows a day under | 


different labels, are a handy group 
at vocalizing. Trouble is that 
phone calls take up most of the 
show, and the Testers never get a 
chance to finish a number. 

Fuller does a neat stint with the 
phones, but he has so many prizes 
to give away. with credit lines at- 
tached, that he has to race to stay 
with the schedule. A wealthy sta- 
tion like WGN shouldn’t have to 
mooch free favors from sponsors 
in exchange for free listing, even 
for a prize-happy show like this 
one. 

_Considering the load of yak car- 
ried, the direction kept the tempo 
bubbling well. But less quizzing 
and fewer minor prizes could make 
the program a much ¢atchier affair. 

Mart. 


| in the} 
dramatic portion of the airer in} 


LIGHT UP TIME 

' With Frank Sinatra, Dorothy Kirs- 
| ten, Don Wilson, Jeff Alexander's 
| Orchestra 

Producer: Dave White 

| Writer: Paul Dudley 

/30 Mins., Mon.-thru-Fri., 7 p.m. 
American Tobacco 

NBC, from Hollywood 

(BBD&O) 


| Frank Sinatra, who may be 
| tabbed “Back On the Ball Sinatra” 
‘since he apparently has concluded 
that singing requires some coopera- 
tion, launched a new show in the 
coveted NBC 7 p.m. time Monday 
(5) that can easily become radio’s 
top-rated musical, if it continues 
on the same level as the opener. 
Paired with Dorothy Kirsten, Don 
Wilson and Jeff Alexander’s or- 
chestra, Sinatra turned in an open- 


er that rang the bell from start 
to finish. 
Sinatra is singing a lot better 


than in the recent past. He opened 
with the bouncy “It All Depends 
On Our,” then popped the newie 
“Now That I Need You,” which 
led into Miss Kirsten’s “Man I 
| Love” solo and a duet with Sinatra 
of “Some 
| Good pacing that, and good music. 
Miss. Kirsten’s use of George 
Gershwin’s best indicates that on 
such a show as this she does not 
intend, or it is not intended that 
she should call her longhair fans 
to the dial. It can’t be said that 
her work on the standard was 
surprising, but it might be said 
that the warmth and understanding 
she poured into the standout 
melody and lyric was somewhat 
unexpected. It was the spotlight 
moment of the show. 

Jeff Alexander’s accompaniments 
| were uniformly good, excepting in 
the first chorus of Sinatra’s “Need 
You,” where it intruded badly upon 
the vocal. Paul Dudley’s script was 
well done, too, providing Sinatra 
with lightly-phrased wordage of 
_the type he learned to handle on 
| past commercials. 
Don Wilson handled the com- 
| mercials, projecting them with zip 
and punch usually associated with 


|}him and generally with Lucky 
| Strike plugs. These lines and the 
| way they are delivered actually 


seem to push a show faster than 
|it might be going. Wood. 


| 
| 
SUSPENSE 
With Gregory Peck, Lurene Tuttle, 
Alan Reed, Jeff Silver, Howard 
McNear, Ted Reid, Peggy Web- 
ber; musical director, Lud Glus- 
kin; announcers, Harlow Wilcox, 
Paul Frees 
Writers: Samuel 
Meadows 
Producer-editor: William Spier 
Director: Norman MacDonnell 
30 Mins.; Thurs., 9 p.m. 
ELECTRIC AUTO-LITE CO. 
CBS, from Holiywood 
(Newell-Emmett) 


| Particularly timely was the fall 
/preem of “Suspense” on CBS 
|Thursday (1) for the half-hour 
drama punched across a sharp 
warning to the public to observe 
highway safety on the eve of the 
Labor Day weekend. As adapted 
by Herb Meadows from Samuel 
Blas’ story, “Nightmare,” the 
show’s initial playlet of the new 
/ season, however, was not without 
its faults. 

With Gregory Peck in the key 
role, “Nightmare” was a grim ac- 
count of a man who murdered an- 
other whom he thought to be the 
drunken hit-and-run driver who 
had killed his only son. Although 
building nicely in the opening se- 
quences, the suspense was dragged 
out too far. By lingering too long 
before striking a climax the listen- 
ers’ interest tended to recede 
rather than intensify. 





Blas, Herb 


venge-murderer 
one. 


was a _ gripping 
The star especially scored at 





| come with the horrible realization 
| that he had killed the wrong man. 
| Lurene Tuttle was bitingly realistic 
as Peck’s grief-stricken wife. Alan 
Reed scored as the loathesome 
drunk who became a victim of mis- 
taken identity. 
bers measured up. 

Resumption of “Suspense” un- 
der Auto-Lite’s bankrolling also 
marks the return of William Spier 
as the program’s producer-editor. 
From 1943 to 1948 he served as 
producer-director. Gilb. 





POLIO: A SPECIAL REPORT 

With Pauline Fredericks, Roger 
deKoven, Lon Clark, Lawson 
Zerbe, Ethel Everett, Peggy Al- 
lenby; Gene Hamilton, announcer 

Writer: Ira Marion 

Director: George Wiest 

Producer: Michael Roshkind 

30 Mins.; Wed. (30), 10 p.m. 

Sustaining 

, ABC, from N. Y. 


This is a solid type of public 
service programming. Coming in 
the midst of the current polio epi- 
demic, this special airer was 


timely, informational and a neces- 
(Continued on page 40) 


Enchanted Evening.” | 


Peck’s performance as the re- 


'the denouement where he was over-| 


Other cast mem-| 


FBI IN PEACE AND WAR 
With Martin Blaine, Robert Sloane 
Viadimir Selinsky Orch, others 
Peameeet - Gieeser Betty Made. 
ville 
Writers: Jacques A. Fi 
aor tlietier jms. Sirah 
ns., Thurs., 8 p.m. (E 
PROCTER & GAMBLE wie 
CBS, from New York 
(Milton Biow) 


CBS’ continued fall plan for a 
‘quiet Thursday evening at home 
-among chillers and thrillers gets 
a strong start on the 8 p. m. Seg= 
ment with the sixth annual ap- 
pearance of “FBI in Peace and 
War” on this network. This show 
has the basic ingredients to excite 
interest for a_ half-hour despite 
the fact that it’s a fairly elemen- 
tary show. The heroes are paint- 
ed white and the villains are of 
deepest ebony. There are no shad- 
ings or extenuated circumstances 
that would give the listener an 
added fillip of using some Native 
gray-matter. 

The format hasn’t changed. It’s 
a safe pattern to repeat, especially 
since the same sponsor has been 
bankrolling for some time, and it’s 

| virtually guaranteed to roll up a 
sizable rating. 
_ Initial yarn in the series follow- 
ing its summer layoff concerned 
the capture of a gang calling itself 
the Farmers Protective League 
which sells protection to rustics. 
The FBI gets in on the case and 
in a half-hour’s time they’re round- 
ed up. 

Performances were uniformally 
good with Martin Blaine and Rob- 
ert Sloane again assuming the top 
spots of the Federal operatives. 

Commercials for Lava are in the 
usual groove and do not jar the 
mood or the pacing of the show. 

Jose, 








DREW PEARSON 
With Ed Thorgersen, announcer 
15 Mins., Sunday, 6 p.m. 

ADAM HAT STORES 
ABC, from Washington 

(Weintraub ) 

Drew Pearson has switched his 
allegiance from Lee to Adam hats 
this season but there’s no change 
in the columnist’s approach to news 
gabbing. He’s still one of the best 
in the trade, inevitably inviting 
comparison with Walter Winchell 
in its scoopishly sensational and 
}machine-gun style of delivery. 
Pearson continues with his provoca- 
tive, pugnacious and_ predictive 
commentary which, aside from i's 
reputed accuracy, has an arresting 
showmanship flair. 

As to be expected, Pearson on 
his opening show (4) capitalized 
| heavily on the Gen. Harry Vaughan 

| case which he was instrumental in 
| breaking wide open. The scandal 
| is his baby and he showed it off 
from every possible angle. His gab 
| was super-heated with deep-freeze 
‘digs and, at the windup, he made 

a long plea to President Truman 
to restore the dignity of the White 
| House by getting rid of Vaughan. 

The rest of the material com- 
prised standard items in the news 
dressed up with Pearson’s “inside” 
info. He touched upon the Paul 
Robeson rally, the British crisis, a 
housing investigation, the Lehman- 
Dulles senatorial race, DDT and 
the use of Army planes by Con- 
'gressional members. Pearson tried 
hard, but this news contained little 
excitement. He gave a double give- 
away of predictions, stating that 
U. S. will permit Great Britain to 
discriminate against American 
goods and that the U. S. Army will 
propose taking over the policing 
of the British Empire. Next week, 
‘he &unnounced that he would pre- 
dict whether a Tito-Stalin war 
, would break out. 

Opening plug for the bankroller 
is a long and jarring jinglet fol- 
lowed up later by driving blurbs 
by Ed Thorgersen. Herm. 


EVENING SERENADE . 
With Annette McCullough, Billy 

Harris, Elsa Brill 

15 Mins., Mon., Wed., Fri., 5:15 p.m. 
' BRILL FUR SHOP 
WABY, Albany 

A mellow mood is created on a 
‘new late-afternoon show by An- 
nette McCullough, long a featured 
vocalist at WGY, Schenectady, and 
on various occasions spotlighted 
for programs that the station fed 
NBC. Probably the best ballad 
singer developed in Capital Dis- 
| trict radio, she features a soft, mod- 
|ulated tone, which is very easy on 
the ear though a trifle stylized. 
Miss McCullough not only warbles 
pleasantly but handles a midway 
commercial smoothly and reads & 
cheery type poem competently. 
| Billy Harris lends solid back- 
‘ground on the piano and comes 
through neatly, too, with an ivory 
‘solo. Elsa Brill, highschool stu- 
‘dent who recently won a bathing 
‘beauty Contest at the Strand the- 
atre in connection with Virginia 
Mayo’s personal appearance, does 
one number—not too impressively: 
She is sponsor’s daughter and ap- 


parently new to broadcasting. 
” a Jaco. 
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Y.... commercial messages 
appearing on the ereht major 
television stations represented by 
NBC Spot Sales may be seen 
by 5.527.800 people®. .. 

70% of all U.S. televiewers. 
Your product may be 
demonstrated in 1.585.500 living 

rooms... more demonstrations 
than a hundred salesmen 

making ten calls per day could 
cover in five years. . 
lor the ultimate in advertising 
impact upon millions of potential 
customers, you Il find 
television stations represented 
by NBC Spot Sales the best buys 
in modern advertising, 

ESTIMATED NO. OF VIEWERS IN AREA 

WNBT New York ... . 2,592,000 

WPTZ Philadelphia . . . . 759,600 
| WNBQ Chicago ..... . 612,000 

KNBH Hollywood .... . 608,400 

WBZ-TYV Boston ...... . 406,800 

WNBK Cleveland .... . 244,100 

WNBW Washington ... . 200,500 

WRGB_ Schenectady . . . . 104,400 

Total . . . 5,527,800° 
molier 


SPOT SALES 


NEW YORK + CHICAGO * CLEVELAND » HOLLYWOOD 





SAN FRANCISCO « WASHINGTON « DENVER 








*NBC Research Dept. Estimates—August, 1949 
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$0 SORRY, VARIETY, 


you made a slight error 


of *5,454,320.00 


In last week's Variety, under the heading of “The Shifting Tides of Agency Activity 1944-49, 
network radio shows placed by several agencies were listed. Among them were listed the shows 


placed by Dancer-Fitzgerald-Sample, Inc. 








In your article, “Shifting Tides,” you swept away five DFS shows, with a total time and tal- 
ent billing of $5,454,320.00. 


“Bride and Groom” (Sterling Drug, Inc.) 
These “Arthur Godfrey Time” (Lee Pharmacal Co.) 
shows *"’The Lone Ranger” (General Mills, Inc.) 


“Me and Janie” (Lewis-Howe Co.) 
are: 








“My True Story” (Sterling Drug, Inc.) 


For accuracy and as a matter of record, the list of radio shows placed by Dancer-Fitzgerald-Sample, 
Inc., should have read as follows: 


“American Album” (Sterling) “‘Ma Perkins” (P&G) 
“Backstage Wife” (Sterling) ““Me and Janie” . 


— 


“‘Beulah' (P&G) 
“Bride and Groom” (Sterling) 
“Betty Crocker’ (General Mills) 
“Arthur Godfrey Time” 
(Lee Pharmacal Co.) 
“Light of the World’ 
(General Mills) 
“The Lone Ranger” 
(General Mills) 
“Lorenzo Jones” (Sterling) 


(Lewis-Howe Co.) 
“Mr. Chameleon” (Sterling) 
“Mystery Theatre’ (Sterling) 
“My True Story” (Sterling) 
“Jack Smith Show” (P&G) 
“Stella Dallas” (Sterling) 
“Welcome Travelers’ (P&G) 
“Young Widder Brown” 

(Sterling) 


Dancer-Fitzgerald-Sample, Inc., has the largest radio billing for the past twelve months that it 
has ever had... $22,412,899.00. . t 


Dancer-Fitzgerald-Sample, Inc., as it has for the past ten 
years, places more radio billing than any other agency. 


*Watch for "The Lone Ranger" on television, starting September 15th on the ABC network, 7:30-8:00 P.M. 


Dancer-Fitzgerald-Sample, Inc. 


CHICAGO *® NEW YORK ® HOLLYWOOD ~«* TORONTO 
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Schwartz ‘Inside’ 
All Over U.S.A. 


Arthur Schwartz’ “Inside U.S.A. 
With Chevrolet,” half-hour musical 
which tees off Sept. 29 via CBS-TV, 
will be visually localled in different 
parts of the country for each stanza. 
It had originally been planned to 
have each show feature one of the 
but Schwartz has now 
have Peter Lind 
permanent star, aS a fulltime 
traveler, introducing each site 
visited through visual twists, such 
as license plates, travel folders, 
etc. 

Fredric March has been set 
guest star on the opener and will 
participate in both a comedy sketch 
and a musical number, with Hayes 
and his wife, Mary Healy. Schwartz 
is now auditioning a chorus line, 
which will work under the super- 
vision of choreographer Paul God- 
kin. Schwartz has written one new 
song for the opener with Al Still- 
man, who is serving as his collaboe 
rator until Howard Dietz returns 
from England. 

Program will originate 
CBS’ Studio 51 in New York but. 
Schwartz said, the studio audience 
will never be shown on video. It 
is to be used majnly to aid the acts 
in their timing. 
on alternate weeks until January, 
when it goes once weekly. Chevro- 
let sponsors, through the Campbell- 
Ewald ad agency. 


AUDITION CHEESECAKE, 


de- 
Hayes, 


states, 
cided to 


as 





ACTS FOR WYNN SHOW | 


Hollywood, Sept. 6. 

Ed Wynn’s upcoming television 
show on CBS-TV held its first 
closed circuit audition today 
(Tues.) for the selection of show- 
girls and vaude acts for the open- 
ing stanza. Gertrude Niesen, mean- 
while, has been inked to guest on 
the opener, scheduled for airing 
Sept. 22 via KTTV, CBS affiliate 
here. -Kinescoped version of the 
program will be aired on the CBS 
eastern and midwestern nets two 
weeks later, on Oct. 6. 

Miss Niesen will sing her ‘Wha’ 
Hoppen, Baby,” on the preem. 
Show will be produced by Harlan 
Thompson, with Ralph Levy direct- 
ing and Lud Gluskin serving as 
music director. Hal Kanter heads 
up the writing stable. Program 
will be .sponsored by Speidel 
Watchband Co. 


Libby’s ‘Auction-Aire’ 
Set for Sept 30 Preem 


Libby, McNeill & Libby’s “Auc- 
tion-Aire” goes out on a five-city 
ABC-TV hookup, starting Sept. 30. 
The giveaway, in which partici- 
pants bid with the backer’s labels 
for prizes, will be heard Fridays at 
9 p.m. with Jack Gregson as emcee. 





Originating in N. Y., “Auction- 
Aire” will also be screened in 
Philly, Boston, Baltimore and 


Washington. Agency is J. Walter 
Thompson. 


~ ABC-TV will also kick off two 
new programs during the week of 
Sept. 19, although times are not 
yet set. These are Boris Karloff's 
“Conflict,” a mysterioso to be di- 
rected by Alex Segal, and “Photo- 
Crime,” based on the Look mag 
feature, to be directed by Babette 
Henry. During the same week 


| 
| 


Barth’s Crosley Berth 


Cincinnati, Sept. 6. 


Setting sails for expanding traf- | 


| fic on Crosley TV stations in Cincy, 


from | 


Show will be done | 





“Actors Studio” will return after a | 


summer hiatus, under the direction 
of Fred Carr. 


| 
D.C. Tele Set Sales 
Dip During August 
Washington, Sept. 6 
Television set sales fell sharply 
here during August, with the re- 
sult that the estimated number of 
Sets in use as of Sept. 1 was 57,400, 
an increase of only 1,700 over the 
previous month's figure. The 
August gain was the smallest of 
any month this year. Previously, 
there has been a monthly increase 
of around 3,500 sets. 





The slump in August may have | 
been accounted for, at least in part, 


to” heavy sales during July when 
4,700 sets were bought, many by 


buyers anxious to save a 2% 
Sales tax which went into effect 
Aug. 1. Thus, part of the August 
business could be regarded as hay- 


ing taken place in July. 


| 
| 
| 


i 


Dayton and Columbus, O., Bernie 
Barth, who has been program di- 
rector here of WLW-T for the past 
six months, took over this week as 
coordinator of program activities 
for the network. 

In October the coaxial cable will 
be extended to the three cities, al- 


ready linked by Crosley’s own 
microwave system, 

Ruth Lyons, emcee of the 
“Morning Matinee” and “Fifty 
Club” programs on Crosley’s AM 


clear channel WLW, assumes pro- 
gram directorship of WLW-T. Her 
“Fifty Club” shows, aired from a 
private dining room in the Gibson 
hotel, also will be picked up by 
WLW-T starting Sept. 12 





Fort Worth—‘“Singer Sewing 
Club” is the latest addition to the 
increasing number of studio pro- 
duced TV shows on the Thursday 
afternoon schedule of WBAP-TV 
Lineup now for Thursday includes 
“The TV Grab Bag” and the Gray- 
bar-Hotpoint “Dream Kitchen 
Time.” 


“STARS IN YOUR EYES’ 


BEAMING SEPT. 21 


Hollywood, Sept. 6. 

KECA-TV's weekly 60-minute 
show, “Stars in Your Eyes” will 
bow on Sept. 21. Musical revue is 
a Leighton Brill-William Trinz 
package. ABC has laid out $6,000 
each week for the show and, mean- 
while, is asking $10,000 per stanza 
on a network basis. 

“Stars” will be kinescoped weekly 
and be sent to ABC’s eastern TV 
web for beaming on sustaining or 
commercial basis Program will 
have a permanent cast of 18 plus 
weekly guests. There will be no 
Star billing in the layout and pack- 
agers will try to adhere to an alpha- 
betical order in presentation. 

Nat Linden, Alan Alch and 
Morris Engleman will script show. 
Stan Myers has been set as music 


director; Larry Ceballos, chore- 
ographer and Albert Diano, cos- 
tumer. Fred Amsel is listed as 


production co-ordinator and Maxine 
Anderson as exec assistant. Dick 
Goggin, director for ABC’s western 
division, will handle video direc- 
tion chores. 


Canadian Broadcasting Factions 


Square Off 


By BOB McSTAY 


Toronto, Sept. 6. 
Bringing to a head the opposing 
views on the belated establishment 
in Canada of television, spokesmen 
for the Canadian Assn. of Broad- 
casters versus the Canadian Broad- 





casting Corp., squared off today (6 
in, the first of a four-day 
hearing battle royal. The CAB was 
leading on points but the CBC still 
gamely fighting. Appointed by the 
Federal government—with a hands 
off but plague-on-both-your-houses 
attitude—is the Royal Commission 
on Culture to act as a referee body 
in the clarification and determina- 
tion of opposing views that has 
blocked television in this country 
because of diverging views held by 
the State-directed CBC and the 
CAB. The first controls two Eng- 
lish-speaking networks acress Can- 
ada, plus a French-speaking net- 
work; the second has a membership 


round 


on Vital TV Issues 


'of 93 privately-owned and operated 
major stations. 

The CAB got in some early tell- 
ing blows for the immediate estab- 


lishment of television in Canada, 
The indies demanded Federal per- 
mission for private enterprise to 
enter the TV field without delay: 
licenses for private TV stations to 
be extended for a term of years to 
guarantee the heavy financial risks 
involved; free and full access to 
program material by line, kine- 
scope and film from every possible 
and that the CBC should 
not enter the commercial TV field. 

CBC countered that only a small 
number of channels of limited 
scope are available in Canada—and 
that these belong to the public; 
that television is a strong social 
force in one direction or another; 
if developed negatively, would 
have a harmful effect on Canada’s 
national life. The CBC attack on 

(Continued on page 40) 


source; 





Cincinna 


Ohio. 


Represented by the 
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The Answer: 


The Answer: 


BRANHAM COMPANY 
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WCPO-TYV 


06.7” 





WHICH CHANNEL ARE 


WCPO-TV 


47.2” 





*Complete data, includ- 
ing affidavit on file at 
WCPO.TY, Cincinnati, 


A Scripps-Howard 
Radio Station 
Affiliated with the 
CINCINNATI POST 
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TV-STATION ‘B’ 


tis ‘Favorite 


“WHICH IS YOUR FAVORITE TELEVISION STATION?” 


TV-STATION ‘C’ 








36.8% 


YOU LOOKING AT NOW?” 


TV-STATION ‘B’ 


6.5% 


The Question: “ALL 3 STATIONS ARE TELEVISING THE FCOTBALL GAME** TONIGHT. 


TV-STATION ‘C’ 








36.3% 


16.5% 


**Night of August 20 


1949 








P. S.: August PULSE just 
released also shows 
WCPO.-TV in First Place. 
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tas now 
‘omorrow... 





Look closely at your new horizon. 


These are not the shape: of things 





to come, but of things already here. 


For in Autumn 1949, television in 
us full proportions is clearly 
visible...creating a new pattern 


of living and buying in America. 


In this pattern, the habit of tuning 
to CBS Television is firmly fixed 
—held fast by powerful programming 
like The Goldbergs...Studio One... 
Arthur Godfrey...Ed Wynn...Mama 


... Suspense...Inside U.S.A... 


And as they tune to CBS be sure 
they see your product among those 
of America’s great advertisers — 


sions 





making sharp, lasting impre: 


today and tomorrow. 


CBS ielevisio 


first in audiences 
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VOICE OF FIRESTONE 
With Howard Barlow orch; Mary 

Van Kirk, guest; Hugh James, 

announcer 
Director: Clark Jones 
30 Mins., Mon., 8:30 p.m. 
FIRESTONE TIRE & RUBBER 
NBC-TV, from New York 

(Sweeney & James) 

Back in March, 1948, NBC did a 
one-shot simulcast of the Monday 
night “Voice of Firestone” radio 
show. marking the web’s initial at- 
tempt at a dual presentation of a 
commercial musical show. From a 
novelty standpoint it was interest- 
ing enough, despite camera projec- 
tion crudities that video has since 
hurdled. But the criticism levelled 


was the fact that here, basically, 
was a strictly radio presentation 
that. as a visual attraction, gained 
nothing and remained static and 


motionless 





Firestone started sponsorship of 
the 30-minute musical on a per- 
manent simulcast basis last Mon- 
day (5)—and what went 18 months 
ago still holds. In the overall pro- 
duction and camera effects, there’s 
a noticeable improvement over the 
earlier effort. There’s no denying 
that Howard Barlow conducts with 
authority and has a well-rounded 
aggregation of musicians who know 
their way in the _ semi-classical- 
longhair idiom. Nor is there any 
denying that Mary Van Kirk, first 
of a series of guest vocalists, has a 
commendable soprano voice, as she 
demonstrated with a_ repertoire 


ranging from “Swing Low, Sweet 
Chariot” and Brahms’ “Lullaby” to 
Eugene Cowles’ “Forgotten” and 
“My Heart at Thy Sweet Voice” 


from ‘‘Samson and Delilah.” 

gut the novelty of watching an 
orchestra in action, the camera 
panning from strings, to brass, to 
winds, to Barlow, etc., and alter- 
nately gazing (what seems like an 


interminable period) at the vocalist, | each week, script duplication must | 


has now worn thin. For her “Sam- 
son and Delilah” aria, Miss Van 
Kirk got a “production” assist by 
change in costume, but the fact re- 
mains “Voice of Firestone” is the 
type of musical presentation that 
belongs in the audic department. 
Hugh James’ announcements got a 
TV assist through printed slides. 
Far from enhancing the visual pro- 
duction, it was primitive. 

Filmed commercial at the mid- 
way mark extolling the virtues of 
Firestone are in the same conser- 
vative vein as the program. Rose. 


THE GOLDBERGS ” 

With Gertrude Berg, Philip Loeb, 
Eli Mintz, Larry Robinson, Ar- 
lene McQuade, others ? 

Producer: Worthington Miner 

Director: Walter Hart 

Writer: Miss Berg 

30 Mins.: Mon., 9:30 p.m, 

GENERAL FOODS 

CBS-TV, from N. Y. 

(Young & Rubicam) 

Now that the revived radio ver- 
sion of “Goldbergs’” is under way 
on CBS, Gertrude Berg has turned 
her attention to the televersion. 
Judging from the show caught (5), 
the TV half-hour will attract the 
same high ratings it held last sea- 


son. Stanza was imbued with the 
same warmth, intimacy and “com- 
mon touch” that resulted in its 


snaring General Foods as a bank- 
roller last season after only three 
broadcasts. 

Under the new system of dupli- 
cating the scripts for radio and TV, 
the video show gets the break since 
it is aired first. Thus, the story 
performed Monday night on tele 
will be done on radio Friday night 
(9). Suecess of this system is yet 
to be determined. Because of the 
time necessary to do two shows 
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L ten fr the words Transcribed by AMPEX” 
after the great shows in rade 


Top talent demands 
high fidelity equipment 


series 300 


MAGNETIC 
TAPE RECORDER 





Console Model 300* $1,573.75 * Portable Model 300 $1,594.41 + Rack Mounted $1,491.75 


Early in 1948 the producers of the Bing Crosby show, officials 
of the American Broadcasting C 


ompany and Ampex engineers, 


an Ampex 200 magnetic tape 


recorder. The show has been reproduced on the air directly 


from the tape, and has been each week since that time. 


ssure on the artists. combined 


with the quality, reliability, ease of editing and low cost of the 


Ampex recorded production, has started a steady parade of 


outstanding talent in the Ampex direction... all asking for 
E their programs to be “Ampexed.” 

i 

f Manufactured by Ampex Electric Corp. > San Carlos, Calif. 
distribuied by 


| BING CROSBY ENTERPRISES * 


9028 Sumret Blyd. Hollywood 46, Calif. 


GRAYBAR ELECTRIC CO. tac. 


426 Lexington Aye., New York 17, N.¥ 


: | AUDIO & VIDEO PRODUCTS CORPORATION 








1650 Broodway, New York, New York 
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a a rod, Gargan packs a pipe. 


save Miss Berg considerable writ- 
ing trouble. But whether the TV 


the radio show is questionable. 
As formerly, much of the success 
of “Goldbergs” belongs to Miss 
Berg, who created, writes and stars 
in the program. Monday night's 


to 


mr fos rj her attempts to, , : 
story dealt with ne : 'sumption and is spending better than $6,000 for a weekly variety show 


convince her landlord to do a new 
paint job on all apartments in her 
Bronx building. Cast, writing, di- 
rection and production were unl- 
formly excellent. Philip Loeb is 
‘repeating as Mr. Goldberg, Eli 
Mintz as the uncle and Larry Rob- 
inson and Arlene McQuade as the 
children 

Plugs for Sanka Coffee were al- 
so handled same as last year, with 
Miss Berg remaining in character 
to lean over the windowsill at the 
|opening and closing of the show 
lto let the audience in on the pro- 
| duct’s advantages. It’s a fine sell- 
ing job. Stal. 





MARTIN KANE, PRIVATE EYE 
With William Gargan, Fay McKen- 
zie, Frances Mercer, Horace Mc- 

Mahon, others 
Producer-director: Edward Suther- 

land 
Writer: Frank Wilson 
20 Mins.; Thurs. (1), 10 p. m. 
UNITED STATES TOBACC 
NBC, from New York 

(Kudner ) 

William Gargan, no stranger to 
pix, legit and the airwaves, made 
his tele debut with a drive that was 
straight down the fairway. Not 
that his assignment calls for any 
histrioniec genius—he’s cast as a 
typical two-fisted, wise-cracking 


dick—but he does a topflight act- | 


ing job and projects as a brash 
albeit likeable private investiga- 
tor. And he seems completely at 
ease and sincere in the role. 
Productionwise Ed Sutherland 
used many of the techniques he 
learned in the films. Camera an- 
gles on the preem had a Holly- 
wood styling, with effective use of 


closeups, cutting and camera move- | 


ment. Importantly, the photo- 


graphic devices weren’t used mere- | 


ly for show, but to further the 
story. Much of the program looked 
like film, and in fact a good deal 
of the scenes were on celluloid, 
giving the production a three-di- 
mensional freedom. 

Where the stanza was weak, how- 
ever, was its complicated script. 
Story had Gargan helping a 
friend’s son, who had a murder rap 
pinned on him by a blackmailer 
and a wolfish wench. Gargan 
wooed the gal and exposed the 
killer to clear the youth. While 
|the production moved along at a 
rapid-fire clip, plot details piled up 
and characterization was lost. The 
result was at times episodic, par- 
ticularly in one montage of wit- 
nesses being questioned. 

On the acting side, Fay McKen- 
zie contributed a slick perform- 
/ance as the come-on lass who first 
/lures the kid and then makes the 
|play for Gargan. Frances Mercer 
did a neat bit as a nightclub singer, 
warbling 
ning” and giving the drama a mu- 
sical change of pace. 

Commercials for United States 
Tobacco were deftly integrated in- 
to the yarn, Gargan’s headquarters 
being a tobacco shop where Hor- 
,ace McMahon vends the sponsor's 
product. The plugs make an am- 
bitious attempt—working in pitch- 
es for Model, Old Briar, Dill’s 
Best and Tweed—which gives the 
smoker-viewer a rather’ wide 
choice. Of course, in addition to 


Bril. 


KANSAS MED. CENTRE TO 
USE TV AS TEACHING AID 


Kansas City, Sept. 6. 

Television is being installed as 
a teaching aid in the .U. of Kansas 
Medical Center here and will be 
ready to go about Sept. 19, accord- 
ing to Dr. F. D. Murphy, dean of 
the school of medicine. Video will 
be used to transmit televised sur- 
gery from operating rooms to large 
amphitheatres in the_ hospital 
where it can be viewed by large 
numbers of students. 

While TV is being set up only 
on a closed circuit, it will be an 
immense help in teaching, accord- 
ing to many of the faculty, since 
necessary operating personnel and 
procedures obscure much of sur- 
gery from onlooking students. A 
TV camera will be placed in the 
operating reom light, and the 
transmitted  .cene will be projected 
on a screen 5 ft. x 7 ft. for students 
in the amphitheatres. 

It is possible also that through 
cooperation with WDAF-TYV, which 
begins broadeasts next month. the 
schdol may be able to present 
panel discussions, guest lecturers 
and others to the publie from its 
TV equipment. 





| 
| 


a audience might also want to listen | 


| cities. 


“Some Enchanted Eve-| 


,; much 
i greater depth ot focus. 


ene, 


Inside Television 


Contrary to persistent rumors ABC will not make the west coast its 
‘television headquarters. Net will not try to force the issue by handling 


its top show from Hollywood but will let the situation run its natural 
course. Rumors stem from web's purchase of the old Vitagraph Studios 
plus fact that KECA-TV will kinescope four local shows for eastern con« 


which will be sent east on either a commercial or sustaining basis, 
Programs are being kinescoped on the Coast to help fill operating hours 


of ABC-TV schedules. 


Because television is hard-pressed for writers trained in the medium 

° ’ : ‘ 7 = : ’ 

Larry Menkin, DuMont’s assistant program chief, has thrown open that 
web’s studios to any professional scripter who wants to sit in on res 


hearsals to learn TV. 


“Right now,” Menkin said, “all we’ve been Let. 


ting are tired radio scripts with attempts at visualization. TV, though 
needs desperately scripts written especially for TV.” 1 
Writers taking up Menkin’s invitation will be able to ask questions 


or merely to sit and watch. 


In that way, Menkin said, they should be 


able to learn “what not to do,” what facilities are available and how to 


use them for maximum results. 


Only pro writers will be accepted but, 


if enough of them show up, the DuMont exec plans to launch a series 
of discussion groups for the mutual interchange of ideas. 


New television success story was chalked up this week by “Howdy 
Doody,” puppet show aired across-the-board via NBC-TV. Segment of 
the show was recently bought by Poll Parrot Shoes, which produced an 
H-D album to be given away at stores with each pair of shoes pur 


|chased. Asa result of a single announcement on the program, the J. L. 


Hudson Co. in Detroit phoned an order for 1,000 additional albums: 
Gimbel’s, Philadelphia, reported using 200 albums in one day and long 
lines of moppets were reported in front of stores in N. Y. and other 


Small dealers in many cities reported doing comparatively as 


much business as the big department stores. 


HANDS OF MURDER 
With Steve Eliot, Nat Polen, Char- 
lotte Keane, Phil Sterling, Milt 


Herman, Jim Boles, Dave Ker- 
man, Harry Kadison, Johnny 
Kane 


Producer: James L. Caddigan 
Director: Lawrence Menkin 
Writers: Charles Speer, Menkin 
30 Mins.; Wed. (31), 9 p.m. 
Sustaining 

DuMont, from N. Y. 

DuMont’s Larry Menkin has at- 
| termpted something new in “Hands 
of Murder’’—rapid-fire cutting 
from scene to scene to achieve the 
maximum in camera tempo to tell 
| his story—and the idea for the 
most part comes off. Where other 
TV directors have achieved some- 
what the same effect with split- 
second film integration, this show 
was done entirely live. Result was 
an action-packed, tense meller that, 
except for the fact that its mini- 
mum budget was glaringly no- 
ticeable in spots, achieved the ef- 
fects sought for. 

Because of the emphasis on 
| camera, Menkin was able to project 
| the show against a minimum of 
sets. Painted backdrops were nec- 
essary to achieve the quick move- 
ment of the actors but they were 
sometimes so obviously only that 
_that the standard _ three-dimen- 
, sional designs might have been bet- 
| ter. Aside from that, 
| played well with never a fluff in 
| the camera cuts. Stacatto fluidity 
of shots served to punch up the 


the show! 


| suspenceful script but whether the | 


same technique could be used in a 
| program cal ing for slower pacing 
is open to question. 


_Charles Speer, got a little involved 
| with effects at times, such as use 
of a religious fanatic to point a 
moral, but was integrated tightly 
with the camera technique. Story 
' told of a factory worker, beset by 
financial worries, who was finally 
driven to murder a_ loanshark 
whose muscle men 
him for welshing on a loan. Cast, 
headed by Steve Eliot, Charlotte 
Keane, Nat Polen and Milt Her- 
man, made their parts believable 
by playing up to Menkin’s fast- 
| paced direction. 


Script, penned by Menkin and. 


had slugged | 


Plenty of credit is due camera. 


director Frank Bunetta for his 
handling of the intricate cuts. Show 
was presented in DuMont’s “Pro- 
gram Playhouse” slot and the idea 
was good enough to merit attention 
as a regular series. Stal. 


WNBQ Turns Other Cheek 


Chicago, Sept. 6. 

Despite the general station burn 
over Chi newspapers charging for 
sponsored radio-tele listings, 
Vaughn Shoemaker, Pulitizer Prize 
cartoonist for the Daily News, 
Starts a new TV series Wed. (7), on 
WNBQ called “Cartoon of 
Day.” 

Shoemaker will sketch the panel 
to be carried in the News the fol- 
lowing day, with a running ex- 
planation of the ideas behind it. 
No charge to the paper, but it'll 
get two plugs every show. 








Boston — WBZ-TV has put into 


operation its utra-modern tele- 
vision studio. A _ two-story high 
studio, it has a dozen banks 
of fluorescent and incandescent 


lights suspended from the ceiling, 
with highlighting obtained by 
floods, scoops and spots placed on 
the floor, assuring the viewer a 
improved picture’ with 


the 


\ 


Bands’ Due For 
Simulcast Soon 


| “Bands of America,” longtime 
NBC radio show under sponsorship 
|of Cities Service, is due for the 
simulcast treatment in the near 
future. Web and the bankroller 
plan to air the half-hour Monday 
night show four weeks experi- 
mentally as a simultaneous AM-TV 
venture before deciding whether to 
keep it on both media or confine 
it to radio as in the past. Show 
features the Paul LaValle band. 

Test run of “Bands” on TV points 
up the fact that the major webs 
will limit their simulcasts for the 
most part to. straight musical 
formats, which experience has 
shown to fit in best with the treat- 
ment. “Voice of Firestone” had its 
first video pickup Monday night (5) 
from the NBC radio studio and that 
web, in addition, plans to simulcast 
several programs of the NBC Sym- 
phony orch this fall and winter, 
when Arturo Toscanini returns. 
CBS’ “This Is Broadway,” on the 
other hand, will drop its AM ver- 
sion in favor of soloing on TV next 
month, when Crosiey takes over as 
sponsor. 





Greensboro, N. Car.—WFMY-TV, 
which started experimental airing 
of its test pattern Aug. 18, begins 
regular programming Sept. 22. 
Station plans to be on the air Sun- 
day through Friday from 7 to 9 
p.m. at the start. Besides affili- 
ating with all four major TV webs, 
the outlet will have studios tor 
local live programs. 


Did You Hear 


BRAD 
PHILLIPS 


on the 
|} EIGEN 
SHOW 


from the 


COPA 


Last Week 
(12-4 A.M., WINS, 
New York) 











































| Nick Kenny did:— 
"Brad Phillips did a swell job of 

pinch-hitting for Jackie Eigen 

on WINS the other night.’ 








Radio TV Films 


PLaza 7-0700 
7-0600 


P. S.: Many thanks to JACK, 
MINDY CARSON, 
ROMO VINCENT 
for pleasant stay. 
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With WCAU’s Umbrella Coverage your advertising 
dollars meet more customers. WCAU’s 50,000 waits & ta 


in all directions blanket a metropolitan, suburban 
CBS AFFILIATE 





and rural market. 
The Philadelphia Bulletin Stations 
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Mex Pullout Beclouds NARBA 


Clear-Channel Parley in Canada 


Washington, Sept. 6. 
4 cloud was thrown over the 
forthcoming North American 


Regional Broadcasting Agreement 


conference in Canada last week 
when word was received by the 
State Dept. that Mexico will not 


participate and may turn 
The con- 


actively 


over her proxy to Cuba. 
ference, opening in Montreal next 
Tuesday (13), has for its purpose 


the negotiation of a new agreement 


between signatory nations to 
NARBA on the use of AM fre- 
quence 

It is understood that Mexico’s 


action is motivated by a reluctance 
to give up her high powered sta- 
tions along the border and to make 


concessions to allow certain clear 
channels on which she has priority 
to be used in the U. S. at night. 
These are issues which were cer- 
tain to come up at the conference 
but which could not be resolved 
without Mexican participation 
Also involved is Mexico’s use of 
the 540ke frequency, assignments 
for which were to be worked out 


in Montreal. 
One of the principal questions to 


have come up at NARBA was the 
right of 106 daytime stations in 
the U. S. operating on six Mexican 
clear channels to broadcast full- 
time. Banded together under the 


Daytime Petitioners Assn., 31 of 
the outlets have contended that a 
so-called “Gentleman’s Agreement” 
with Mexico restricting the use of 
channels in this country to 
daytime hours has expired. DPA 
has petitioned the FCC to open 
the channels and Mexico undoubt- 
edly would be on a spot on this 
issue. As matters stand, there is 
little to prevent her from using 
the channels with unlimited power. 
She now has stations on each of 
the channels with either 100kw or 
150kw power. 

Although the clear channel issue 
was to be the highlight of the con- 
ference in Montreal, it appeared 
Jast week that the U. S. delegation, 


these 


headed by Commissioner’ Rosel 
Hvde. will have no report frorn 
the FCC as to whether the U. S. 


plans to duplicate the clears or to 
grant superpower. It also devel- 
oped that Chairman Edwin C. 
Johnson of the Senate Committee 
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“On an Island with You" 
THE CAMEL SHOW 


Kvery Friday Nite, 8:30 D.S.T, 


Mgt.: LOU CLAYTON 











on Interstate & Foreign Commerce, 
who announced on several oc- 
casions he would be present at 
NARBA to oppose use of super- 
power in this country, will not at- 
tend after all. 

Johnson's presence to prevent 
high power will be unnecessary, it 
was learned, as there is no inten- 
tion of revealing the U. S. position 
on this controversial question. In- 
stead, the U. S. will insist on a free 


hand to use the frequencies on 
which she has priority according 
to her best interests 


The present NARBA pact under 


which frequencies are assigned 
took effect in 1941 and was ‘to 
expire in 1946 However, an in- 
terim agreement continued the 
pact for another three years. Sig- 
natory nations are the U. &., 
Canada Cuba Mexico, Haiti, 
Dominican Republic and_ the 


Bahamas. 


3 More Channels 
Link N.Y.-Philly TV 


New coaxial cable providing 
three more. television channels be- 
tween N. Y. and Philadelphia was 
opened last week by American 
Telephone & Telegraph. In addi- 
tion to linking those two cities, the 
new cable will connect at Philly 
with an already existing cable to 
link other cities to the south and 
west 

Link provides TV_ broadcasters 
with two more channels from N. Y. 
to Philly and one in the reverse di- 
rection. As a result, a total of five 
channels are now available on the 
southbound link and two north- 
bound. New cable was made neces- 
sary by the demand for video and 
telephone facilities, despite the 
N. Y.-Philly route being served 
previously by more channels than 
any other. 





Duffy-Mott in 6 Towns 
Via ‘H’wood Screen Test’ 
ABC-TV’'s “Hollywood Screen 

Test” has been picked up in six 

cities by Duffy-Mott for its apple 

juice. The co-op show, a Lester 

Lewis package starring Neil Hamil- 

ton, will continue to be backed in 


Milwaukee by a local appliance 
dealer. 
Duffy-Mott will bankroll “Screen 


Test” in Cleveland. Baltimore, 
Washington. Boston, Philly and De- 
troit. starting Sept. 24. The hali- 
hour stanza is aired Saturdays at 
7:30 p.m. The agency is Young & 
Rubicam. 


Miami—Alan Courtney, former 
WNEW and WOV disk jockey, 
started a new nightly show over 
WGBS here Monday (5). Record- 
interview-telephone stanza is heard 
from 11:20 p.m. to 1 a.m. 
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DuMont Sets ‘O’Neills’ 


“The O’Neills,” family dramatic 
series which ran 14 consecutive 
years on radio, has been set by Du- 
Mont for the Tuesday night at 9 
slot. starting next week (13). Halt- 
hour program is to be sponsored by 
DuMont's receiver sales division, 
through the Buchanan agency. 

Show will be produced by Du- 
Mont in association with Ed Wolf 
Associates, packagers of the radio 
version. Jack Rubin will direct, 
with Frank Bunetta handling the 
cameras. Scripts are to be written 
by freelancers under the supervi- 
sion of Rubin and Jane West, scrip- 
ter on the radio show. 


NAB Projects 
Its TV Side 


Washington. Sept. 6 
Reporting a big increase in its 
television station membership, the 
NAB announced last week it has 
initiated action to give video rep- 





resentation on its board of direc- 
tors. 

NAB said TV members, now 
totaling 32, have been coming in 


fast since it recently established a 
separate video division and_ in- 
augurated a plan to attract joint 
TV-AM membership and unaffili- 
ated TV broadcasters. 

The new membership plan, the 
Association disclosed, has brought 
into NAB the stations owned by 
NBC, Crosley Broadcasting Co., 
Don Lee Broadcasting System, and 
a number of individual television 
broadcasters. 

The plan permits an NAB mem- 
ber to enroll his television station 
into the Association for a rate of 
$10 a month. Video stations not as- 
sociated with NAB members may 
join for $125 a month. 

NAB explained that under the 
“streamlining” action, voted by the 
board, it was provided that two di- 
rectors to represent television sta- 
tions shall be named when there 
are at least 25 active video mem- 
bers. With this number having 
been passed, it said, steps have 
been taken to amend the by-laws. 

NAB’s new video division gets 
actively under way this week when 
G. Emerson Markham assumes of- 
fice as director. He was formerly 
manager of the General Electric 
video station, WRGB. in Schenec- 
tady. IN. Y. 





Col’s ‘Jolson’ Script OK 
Augurs Closer Pix-TV Tie 
Columbia Pictures this week be- 
came the first major studio to 
permit part of the script of a new 
picture to be used for television. 
“Hollywood Screen Test.” for its 


stanza Saturday night (10) on 
ABC-TV, will feature a sequence 
from “Jolson Sings Again” as the 
vehicle for the simulated testing 
of two young actors. On the TV 
show, Adele Rosy (wife of New 
York restaurateur Vincent Sardi, 
Jr.) will play the Barbara Hale 
role as Al Jolson’s wife. with Da- 
vid Kerman taking the Larry 
Parks role as Jolson. Myron Me- 
Cormick, comedian in the current 


Broadwiy click, “South Pacific,” 
and also in the pic. will play op- 
posite the two. Sequence is one 
which calls for no Jolson singing. 

Columbia, In return for use of 
the script, gets the standard plugs 
for the film. Indie packag-~ Lester 
Lewis, producer of “Screen Test,” 
is now talking the same kind of 
deal with other major film com- 
panies. With the “Jolson” = se- 


quence as a wedge, he is confident | 


he can convince other companies 
to follow through and hopes the 
idea might lead to fuller coopera- | 
tion between the film and TV in- | 
dustries. 

Appearance as- | 
pirants on which 
has already several] 
newcomers getting actual studio 
tests, drew two more film bids 
this week. John Flood, N. Y. mod- 
el, who appeared on the show sev- 
eral weeks ago opposite Peggy | 
Knudsen, is being tested by Para-* 
mount. Hal Wallis similarly has 
expressed interest in Ilka Win- 
disch, who appeared on the same 
show. She’s the wife of newspaper- 
man Josef Israels Il. 


of thesping 
“Sereen Test,” 
resulted in 





Columbus — WTVN. Columbus. 
has appointed the Headley-Reed 
Co. as its exclusive national tele 
representative. WTVN is owned 
and operated by Edward Lamb, 
who also owns and operates WICU 
at Erie. WTVN will commence reg- 
ular and commercial telecasting 
Oct. 1. 


Inside Stuff—Radio 


Realignment in ABC programming department is aimed at integrat 
ing AM and TV production and planning. Shifting of Bud Barry from 
v.p. in charge of tele to program v.p. and J. Donald Wilson from pro- 
gram v.p. to network program director and v.p. is intended to remove 
the split which had developed between the two media. Under the pre- 
vious setup, TV programming had been Baryy’s concentration, while 
Wilson had specialized in AM. This despite the fact that Wilson had 
had considerable visual experience on the Coast and Barry had headed 
up the web’s AM program operations for several years. The two will 
now work as a team, both handling AM and TV shows. 

The net’s operational program execs, eastern program director Leon. 
ard Reeg and eastern TV program director Sandy Stronach wil! report 
to Wilson, who in turn reports to Barry. Latter is currently on the 
Coast to supervise preem ef the “Ozzie and Harriet” 


show, the opening 
of KECA-TV and other program deals. 


Although it was originally expected that Lee Hats’ replacement for 
Drew Pearson would bypass hot topics, Robert Montgomery's new 


; : ; com- 
mentary series for the hatter will have a controversial accent. The pie 
star-director, whose stint is due to bow on ABC Sept. 15, will deal 
with national and international problems and review books, films and 


art 

Sponsor's decision to switch from a Sunday to a Thursday evening 
stanza is based on hat-buying statistics. Data reveals that men buy 
their toppers at the end of the week, rather than in the early part 
and the Thursday skedding is aimed at reaching them just before peak 


purchases. First four broadcasts will originate from London, where 
Montgomery is directing and acting in “Once More My Darling.” Lon. 


don shows will be aired live, to keep the feeling of spontaneity, but 
to play safe Montgomery will shortwave his'evening show in the morne 
ing, for waxing as a standby disk. 


Don Davis, president of WHB, Kansas City, is in Atlantic City this 
week with a pair of beauties in tow, the charmers being Miss Missouri 
and Miss Kansas, state winners in the Miss America Pageant conducted 
there last month. Davis goes along as chairman of the regional event 
here, an event which was promoted via WHB and the Kansas City Star, 

Davis drafted Dick Smith, WHB’s newscaster, as m.c. for the beauty 
contest finals which were held at the Pla-Mor ballroom, and broadcast 
finals over WHB. Contest also furnished pictorial material for WHB’s 
Swing, bi-monthly mag. Ballyhoo brought out 23 contestants and 
packed the Pla-Mor for the finals. Shirley Hargiss, 22, Topeka, won 
the “Miss Kansas” title, and Jane Stone, 19, Jeiferson City, picked up 
the “Miss Missouri” label 


Last week's “then and now” agency breakdown in VARIETY erratumed 
the 1949 listings for Dancer, Fitzgerald & Sample. In addition to the 


13 shows credited to the agency, the following were inadvertently 
omitted: “Lone Ranger’ (General Mills); “Arthur Godfrey Time” 
(Spray-a-Wave); “Bride and Groom” (Sterling): » and Janie” (Tums) 
and partial sponsorship of “My True Story” (Sterling), thus giving 


D-F-S a total of 18, 


Mutual has launched a special series to hypo its 5-6 p.m. block of kid 


strips. On Sundays at 3:30 p.m. the web is showcasing the juve shows, 
“Tom Mix,” “Captain Midnight,” “B-Bar-B Ranch” and “Straight 
Arrow.” Idea is that by giving listeners to MBS’ Sunday afternoon 


adventure block a sample of the weekday airers, the latter’s audience 
should be boosted. Series started Sunday (4). 
In addition the four 


campaign. 


programs are working out a cross-plugging 


+ 


MARY PICKFORD TO DO 
5-TIMES-A-WK. SHOW 


Hollywood, Sept. 6. 








National Laugh Foundation 


Sole Dis sutOors 
“Comedy World’’ 
gag-filled journal of winor bu e 


~ ut per mont $2.00 pe t 
Mary Pickford has decided to do | “HOW TO WRITE YOUR OWN JOKES” 
a transcribed series of five shows by Walter Brumm—$1.06 
a week for her return to radio this RADIO COMEDY: HOW TO WRITE IT 
vear after more than a decade. a a ee oes "i 
Serie ackaged by Mal Boyd. her Four volumes: 1, Gag-writing; 
series, packaged by Ma oya, net 2 Situation Comedy; 38, Charac- 
personal manager, has not been Jf terization: 4. Construction. $1.00 


set with a network but CBS is re- 


‘ each, Four volumes combined: 
portediy readying the strongest $35.00 
pitch. Send Check or Cas! No ¢.0.D 
Buddy Rogers, Miss Pickford’s National Laugh Enterprises 


husband, will also tape his show. 
which is scheduled for launching 
on the ABC web from N. Y. Sept 
19. Rogers winds up his Miami 
theatre personal appearance tomor- 
rom (Wed.) and heads directly for 
N. Y. to cut the first show next 
Monday (12). Miss Pickford is 
Slated to arrive in N. Y. Sept. 20 
and the two will then live in Man- 
hattan permanently. 


Dept. V, 104 East 40th St. 
New York 16, N. Y. 























Dallas—A! Maph, formerly with 
KTXL, San Angelo, and KIXL, 
here, has been appointed program 
director for KVER, Albuquerque. 


























“The Greens Committee figured we needed Wheaties here.”: 
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GINGER ROGERS 
ALFRED LUNT LYNN FONTANNE 


5 " Season Starts September Il 


THRATRE GUILD 
NTH AIR 


NOW ON NBC * 8:30 P. M. (£07) SUNDAYS 











To bring the theatre’s best to America’s radio audience, United States Steel 
presents distinguished stars of stage and screen...in full-hour performances 
of Broadway’s hit plays... produced by The Theatre Guild. For its 5th 
season this award winning radio show presents an outstanding array of the 
best stars ... the best plays! 







SPENCER TRACY 






JOAN FONTAINE 


ROBERT 
MONTGOMERY 


x3 


















































RADIO DRAMA AT ITS BEST! 
ns ws RICHARD WIDMARK 
; das . «and GEORGE HICKS speaking for U.S. STEEL 
Se 4 SSS. : 
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KTSL Execs Attempting to Wed 


Tele and Film 


Hollywood, Sept. 6. + 


KTSL is undergoing a facial at 
the hands of Charles Glett, veepee 
in charge of Don Lee television 
system. Glett is streamlining™out- 
let’s operation and injecting mio- 
tion picture technique into differ- 
ent phases of station’s activities. 
Glett’s direction KTSL 
will switch from its Thursday- 
through-Monday operating sched- 
ule to a Monday through-Friday 
lineup. Move clears the path for 
cross-the-board sponsors hereto- 
fore hindered by the Tuesday and 
Wedresday blackout. KTSL will 
move its shows from Mt. Lee to 
Don Lee’s Vine street studios, and 
will use the mountain only for its 
transmitter. Station is still await- 
ing FCC approval for transfer of 
transmitter to Mt. Wilson to Join 
other six operating outlets. 

Glett also revealed that all new 
programs will receive extensive 
“on-camera” rehearsal and then 
be close-circuited before a studio 
audience. Following motion plic- 
ture preview technique, audience 
will be requested to fill out and 
submit “reaction” cards. Show will 
then get a one-time beaming and 
be kinescoped simultaneously for 
submission to for view- 
ing 

Glett will also form a television 
workshop, using motion picture 
thesps, writers and production per- 
sonnel in an effort to bring about 
a unification of film technique and 
television. Stanley Kramer has al- 
ready inked a deal with Don Lee 
to produce a series of teevee pic- 
tures based on Ring Lardner sto- 
ries. 


Under 


sponsors 








* ANNOUNCING ° 
A New Sensational 


OFF THE AIR 


SOUND CLIPPING SERVICE 


Recorded on High Fidelity 
POCKET SIZED 

L. P. ““MICROFLEX” DISCS 

At These Unbelievable Prices: 


$i 5 for any complete 30 
4 MINUTE FM Broadcast 
$1 #] fer any complete 15 

2 MINUTE FM Broadcast 
* *WICKOFLEX” records are super long 
Playing (15 minutes each 4%-inch 


disc) and made of Vinylite and thin as 
paper. 





on 


“MICRO- 


standard 


Ainazing musical fidelity! 
FLEX” records play on all 
1:3. 


players. 





Orders Accepted by Mail 
or Telephone 
WAGNER-NICHOLS 
Sound Clipping Service 


130 W. 46TH ST., NEW YORK 
PHONE: JU 6-2842 











Studio Techniques 





Flanagan’s Long Pact 


Chicago, Sept. 6. 

Vet sportscaster Pat Flanagan 
was inked to a five-year contract 
by WENR-TY, following his suc- 
cessful comeback on the _ local 
scene with his five-a-week “Flana- 
Grams” show. 

Flanagan will assist in sports 
programming for the station, as 
well as continue his sports review 
program. 


SPONSOR’S 16TH RIDE 
ON SW CONF. GAMES 


San Antonio, Sept. 6. 
For the 16th consecutive season, 
the Humble Oil and Refining Co., 
plav by play 





will again sponsor the 
accounts of the footbali games 
played in the Southwest Confer- 
ence. Season tees off on Sept. 17 
and will continue until New Year’s 
Day with the Cotton Bowl game. 
In addition to the radio accounts, 
Humble will expand into TV op- 
erations with games. set over 
WBAP-TV with possibly others to 
be added to the scheduled and car- 
ried by KLEE-TV, Houston and 
KBTV. Dallas. Jerry Dogget will 
handle the TV airings on WBAP- 
TV. 

Kern Tips, veterans sportscaster 
will again this year head the list 
of play callers. Others will include 
Ves Box of KRLD, Dallas; Charles 
Jordon, KFJZ, Fort Worth; Bill 
Michaels, KABC, San Anontio and 
Eddie Barker, KMAC, San Antonio 
among several others. Handling 
color will be Alec Chesser of KITE, 


| San Antonio; Barker, and Fred 
Kincaid of WRR, Dallas among 
others. 


The Saturday afternoon airings 
will be heard over the state’s re- 
gional network, including the 
Texas State Network, The Texas 
Quality Network, The Lone Star 
Chain as well as special webs of 
stations to air special games of sec- 
tional interest. 





Video’s Labor Pains 


Greensboro, N. C., Sept. 6. 

WFMY-TV is a proud parent as 
of Aug. 24, when it gave birth to 
Carolina’s first live television 
show. 

But not without labor pains. The 
station ran into technical trouble. 

Technicians busied themselves 
to right the trouble. A transmitter 
tube was flown in from Winston- 
Salem and installed. 

Suddenly, at 6:10 p.m., 
thing was clear. 
was on the air. 


every- 








READILY 


PACKAGED 





FLAT RATE 


SALEABLE 


PROGRAMS 


LOW COST 













Now 


“The 





STILL AVAILABLE IN A FEW MARKETS 
A special feature program with high 
HOOPER, where celebrities give clues 
about themselves—plus a merchandising 
“*hook’’ that guarantees traffic to the 
sponsor. 


BASIS... 


ture programs at a straight unit cost 
without regard to wattage or rate card 
rates. 
had for as low as $100.00. 
Also available for immediate broadcasting are 
“NOTHING BUT THE TRUTH” 


* Cowboy star of “Durango Kid’ series for Columbia Pictures 


WIRE OR PHONE FOR EXCLUSIVE 
RIGHTS IN YOUR TERRITORY 


A Audition discs available — $2.00 deposit required. 
HAL T TE RADIO PRODUCTIONS 
360 NO. MICHIGAN AVE. * CHICAGO 1, ILL. * RAndolph 6-6650 


you can purchase transcribed fea- 


As an example, 78 episodes of 
Smiley Burnette* Show” can be 


by Alexander McQueen 


“WHEN DAY !S DONE” 
# by Frann Weigle 





Live television 


New Tele Biz 


| R&H Beer inked to sponsor 
| Monday night boxing from Eastern 
Parkway Arena, starting next W eek 
(12). over the N. Y. Daily News’ 
| WPIX. Fall season contract, placed 


| 
‘through the 


Paris & Peart ad, 


\agency, follows R&H’s sponsorship | 


lof bouts this summer from Coney 
‘Island Velodrome. WPIX set sev- 
‘eral contracts recently. Bucknell 
Shirts signed to participate in “Art 


Kord’s Saturday Night” for 26 
weeks. through Norman D. Waters 
Associates. Princess Eve Scope 


signed for a participating spot on 
the same show through the Paul 
Smith agency, along with the News 
Syndicate Co., which plans to plug 
the Sunday News Esquire Nov- 
elty Corp. signed for 13 weeks of 
participating spots on “Six Gun 
Plavhouse” through Ideas Adver- 
tising, and Blatz Brewing, through 
Kastor, Farrell, Chesley & Clifford, 
renewed its three weekly spots 
through September. 


RCA signed this week to bank- | 


roll the Telenews-INS daily News- 
reel over WFIL-TV, Philadelphia. 
Reel will be augmented with local 
material lensed by the station’s ca- 
mera crew. Agency is J. Walter 
Thompson. 

Other new business at WFIL-TV 
includes the Russell Hopkins Auto 
Glass Co., which has signed for 
weekly spot announcements follow- 


ing the station’s telecast of the 
Police Athletic League fights. The 


announcement is on film and the 
26-week contract was placed 
through Philip Jones agency. Sent- 
man Motors (Chrysler-Plymouth 
dealers) has signed for twice- 
weekly participants in “What’s the 
Weather” on WFIL-TV’s daily fore- 
cast program. Account was placed 
by Joseph Lowenthal Agency. The 
Chevrolet Dealers of Philadelphia 
have renewed for an additional 13 
weeks of announcements, 
Gray and Rogers agency. 

Penn Sheraton hote!, West 
Philly, has contracted for a series 
of film announcements which will 
picture the facilities of the hotel. 
Account was placed by the Robert 
Hance agency. Dr. Locke Shoes, 
retail store, has added television to 
its advertising schedule. Through 
the E. L. Brown Agency the store 
contracted for 26 weekly spots over 
WFIL-TV. 

Duquesne Brewery also pacted 
this week for the daily reel and 
for Telenews’ weekly sports reel, 
“This Week in. Sports,” over 
WDTV, Pittsburgh. Agency is 
Walker & Downing. 

Pepsi-Cola TV film briefers have 
been set by the company 


TV. New York; WPZ, WFIL, and 
WCAU-TYV, Philadelphia; WBZ-TV, 
and WNAB-TV, Boston; WDTV, 
Pittsburgh. 
several months ago 
Ariz., by George R. 
of Schenectady. 


in 


for 
WABD, WCBS, WNBT and WJZ- 








| Giveaways 


Continued from page 25 











os ome 
| Criminal 


Code, to the complaint 
that they 


violate both the first 
amendment (freedom of speech 
and press) and the fifth amend- 
ment (depriving CBS of its prop- 
erty without due process of law). 
Web asked a temporary injunc- 
tion pending final hearing on the 
issue, at which time it will seek 


through | 


Films were produced . 
Phoenix, | 
Nelson, Ince. | 


| 


a permanent injunction annulling | 


the giveaway ban. 
NBC, filing in the same court, 


seeks to determine the legality of. 


the Commission’s rules on two 
counts, according to web veepee 
and general counsel Gustav B. 
Margraf. These are the jurisdic- 
tion of the FCC on giveaways and 
whether the Commission’s rules 
properly state the law concerning 
the programs. “The federal law 
concerning these programs has 
never been clearly defined,’ Mar- 
graf said, “and it is NBC’s hope 


that the courts will soon settle 
this question.” 

| Radio Features, Too 
Chicago, Sept. 6. 


Radio Features, Inc., has filed 
suit in federal court to have the 
FCC order banning giveaways de- 
clared illegal, as well as seeking 
an injunction restraining enforce- 
ment of the order. RF sells “Tello- 
test,” a phone quiz show, in the 
U. S. and Canada. 

Suit charges the FCC ruling im- 
pairs free speech and deprives the 
radio packager of property and 
profit without due process of law. 
RF also requested that a three 
judge court rule on the legality of 


ithe FCC order, 











Rev. Smith 


{ 








Continued from page 25 Goan 





was made after a station in Knox- 
ville refused to continue his broad- 
casts. It calls for two 30-minute 
programs daily. 

The petition cited testimony by 


| 


Smith at a hearing before the Com- | 


mission in which he asserted he 
had never understood he was buy- 
ing stock or an interest In the sta- 
tion. It further submitted that the 
two principals of the station testi- 


fied that Smith was purchasing 
time and nothing else. 

Smith only took “simple pre- 
cautions” to protect the large 


amount of capital he advanced, his 


netition stated. “If the conditions 


' . . 
imposed are unusual, it is proper 
to suggest that a time sale cover- 
ing such an extended period of 


RWG to License 
Talent Agents 


Hollywood, Sept. 6. 
Radio Writers Guild is working 
out plans for the licensing of tal. 
ent agents. Guild has not yet de. 
cided whether it will charge a fee 
for the license or merely work 


with agents under signed agree. 
ments. Guild will, however, pub- 


time is in and of itself unusual,” | 


it added. 


The petition also contended that | 


the Commission was wrong in call- 
ing Smith the licensee of WIBK. 
The real licensee, it claimed, is 
Independent Broadcasting Co., of 
which Smith is a minority stock- 
holder. It was claimed that 
through sale of part of their hold- 
ing, Smith and his wife own 50% 
of the company. 

As to the Commission’s general 
conclusion, based on Smith’s 
broadcasts and “the general pat- 
tern of his behavior,” that he is 
not qualified as a radio licensee, 
the petition said WIBK is at a loss 
to know on what facts such a de- 
termination was made. “One real- 
izes,” it stated, “at what the Com- 
mission is shooting at but it either 
completely missed the target or so 
completely scattered its shots that 
no fatal hits have been scored. 
Perhaps it is more correct to say 
that target has been so completely 
obfuscated and camouflaged that 
it is impossible to score the hits.” 

It is manifest, WIBK asserted, 
that the Commission “does not 
like” what Smith has said and 
done but “the essence of freedom 
of speech is still today not merely 
what we would like men to say, but 
their right to say what we dis- 
like.” 

If the Commission is permitted 
to impose such a sanction, the pe- 
tition said, “it will be arrogating 
to itself a power of censorship 
over the speeches and writings of 
an individual in fields other than 
radio which it does not have... 
in the field of radio itself.” 


It was further charged that the 
witnesses called by the Commis- 
sion were all hostile to Smith and 
that the purpose af the proceed- 
ings was to establish a pattern of 
behavior to question his qualifica- 
tions. 

Calling the Commission action 
“punitive in character,” the peti- 
tion requested that (1) the deci- 
sion be reconsidered and_ that 
Smith and his wife be allowed to 
sell their interests (2) as an al- 


ternative, WIBK be granted a li- 


cense conditioned upon Smith di- 
vesting himself of his interest in 
the station, or (3) the case be set 
for rehearing. 


FAIRBANKS BEGINS 
‘CRUSADER RABBIT’ 


Hollywood, Sept. 6. 

Jerry Fairbanks goes into pro- 
duction with “Crusader Rabbit” 
television Series this week. “Rab- 
bit” is an animated series designed 
as a five-minute, five-a-week lay- 
out. Fairbanks will can a 13-week 
group of 65 pix. 

Animation is being done by Tel- 





evision Arts Productions of Berke-' 


ley. Dubbing, narration, editing 
and scoring will be handled at 
Fairbanks’ plant. 





Seattle—Bob Ackerley, veteran. 


KJR newscaster, has been 
pointed to the 15-man Advisory 


ap-| 


Committee for the Heisman Award | 


to the nation’s “Outstanding Col- 
lege Football Player,” presented 
each year by the Downtown 
Athletic Club of New York City. 
Ackerley is one of three western 
sports experts on the committee. 


lish an approved list of agents for 

which writers may work. 
American Federation of Musi- 

sicians, American Guild of Variety 


Artists, American Federation of 
Radio Artists and Screen Actors 
Guild accept as_ reliable only 


agents holding their licenses. 


KLAC-TV READY T0 
START COLORCASTING 


Hollywood, Sept. 6. 
Don Fedderson, general manager 
of KLAC-TV, has stated that his 
outlet is ready to move into color- 
casting immediately. Fedderson 





said that motion picture lighting 
technique used by KLAC-TV and 
put into effect with the help of 


Warner Bros. was set up with color 
video in mind. 

Fedderson further revealed that 
outlet’s Cinemascope, television 
transcription process, was also de- 
signed with color in mind. Jack 
Straus, production head of Cine- 
mascope, Said recent improvements 
in the recording camera and lenses 
have made the process super sen- 
sitive where color is concerned 


Atlanta — Maurice C. Coleman 
has been appointed general man- 
ager of WATL and WATL-FM, 
stations which are currently being 


struck by the American Federa- 
tion of Radio Artists. A 20-year 
veteran of radio, Coleman is a 


former manager of WATL. He was 
manager of WBGE until March, 
when he resigned to head up his 
own advertising agency. 





JUDY CANOVA 


AMERICA’S NO. 1 
COMEDIENNE 








WM. H. KING 


Personal Management 


A. S. LYONS 


177 S. Beverly Dr. 
Beverly Hills, Calif. 




















SERVANTLESS ESTATE 


45 min. G. Wash. Bridge. Nr. radio, sereen, 
legit. colony. Artistic, secluded three acres. 
Small, COC! STUDIO house. Best pre-war 
double insulated const.; 4 fireplaces; hand- 
wrought hardware; fenestra windows; cedor 
closets; oak beams, floors, doors: rumpus 
room; bar. ALSO guest cottage. EACH 
house has swimming pool, attached garage. 
walled garden, dogrun, secret wine cellar, 
modern utilities. Maintenance incl. taxes. 


insurance, painting; repairs aver. under $600 
yr. Rented barn pays taxes. Estate income 
producing when necessary, Sacrificed for $19G 


cash & $20G mortg. 

















Box V-924, Variety 
154 W. 46th St., New York :9, N. Y. 
H'GH QUALITY 
LOW BUDGET 
PACKAGES 


American National Video 


Productions, Inc. 
“17.=N. Wabash, Chicago 
Phone: Financial 6-2255 








—— 








 — 











DAVID BROEKMAN 
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IPANA, TEXACO and TUMS 
FOR 7 
FIVE 
CONSECUTIVE 
YEARS of 
COAST to COAST 
BROADCASTING 


SOCIATES 
| Mgt.: FRANK COOPER AS 
Persona os 


. York, N. Y. 
New York, . 
521 Fifth Avenue, , - 
°7 liywood Bivd., Hollywood, Calif 
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ALAN Y 
Comedy 


13 Mins, . 
Chicago, Chic; 
While 

















+ Whie has | ¢’ 
lit on radio and 
Screen, 

From Walk-on, Where he Pitches 
Some fast quips at radio Commer. | 
Clals, to end, y the audi- | 
is yearn 









lover is an hilari- 

S bit in Which he interposes a 

SPecialty €scribin him as 
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| Radio Reviews | 
—— —- continued from page 23 o_o 
sary antidote to the fears sur- ously handled a Capitol Hill news- 


rounding the spread of the disease. 
As a documentary, it needed no 
justification beyond that of filling 
a wide gap _jin the general knowi- 
edge concerning polio. The only 
criticism that can be levelled, but 
not at the program, is that only 
30 minutes were devoted to this 
vital subject while less important 
ones have received twice as much 
time in the past. 

Aired in cooperation with the 
National Foundation for Infantile 
Paralysis, this report detailed the 
method of polio’s attack on humans 
and outlined the progress made to 
date towards conquering the dis- 
ease. In simple terms understand- 
able to every layman, the program 


presented a graphic, and some- 
times gripping, account of scien- 


tific medicine at work trying to ex- 
tend the boundaries of knowledge. 


With polio rampant across the 
country, there was no danger ol 
dialers being bored with the 


presentation. 
Roughly split into two sections, 
the program in its initial half de- 
picted the nature of _ infantile 
paralysis via the use of cartoon 


sketches which dramatized the 
battle of the virus against the 
nervous system. In the second 


half, reports from the leading polio 
researchers were heard via pick- 
ups from laboratories at Johns 
Hopkins and at the Universities ol 
Pittsburgh, Southern California, 
Utah and Kansas. The scientists 
spoke clearly and_ reassuringly 
without indulging any false 
optimism. 


in 


As commentator, Pauline Fred- 
ericks handled her chores in a 
proper matter-of-fact tone. Dr. 


Harry M. Weaver. researen director 
of the National Foundation. lent a 
valuable assist in linking together 
the comments of the various re- 
searchers. Herm. 





YOUR CAPITOL CORRESPOND-| 


ENT 
With Leo W. O’Brien 
Preducer: Howard Maschmeier 
15 Mins., Wed., 7:15 p. m. 
Sustaining 
WPTR, Albany 


Leo W. O’Brien, who moderated 


a roundtable with legislators ove1 


WPTR iast winter and who previ- 


room panel via WOKO, could be 
developed into the outstanding po- 
litical radio commentator of the 
Capital district. He has what it 
takes—good voice, pleasing per- 
sonality, solid background, pliant 
vocabulary. This does not mean 
feature is without faults. format, 


which incorporates WPTR’s_ pro- 
sram_ director, Howard Masch- 
meier, as questioner under the 


suise of a “political neophyte,” 1s 
a little loose; idea of broadcasting 
sans script, or with only the out- 
lines of one, has its drawbacks 

This was particularly evidenced 
in discussion of the Paul Robeson 
incident near Peekskill and 
planned protest march to the Cap- 
itol. Despite the fact Maschmeier 
and O’Brien voiced sentiments to 
which many Albanians subscribe, 
the pair seemed to violate prin- 
ciples of sound broadcasting 
O’Brien’s tone was too indignant 
and his phraseology, in spots, un- 
precise; Maschmeier’s opening in- 
terrogation constituted a comment, 
while his final bridging phrase 
about discussion as “a waste of 
time” sounded in poor taste. Ex- 
change, which deserved a calmer 
approach, shed more heat than 
light. 

Otherwise, O’Brien rode the 
beam with unequivocal comments 
about decision of former Governor 
Lehman to run for U. 8S. Senator 
on the Democratic ticket and the 
part the Cardinal Spellman-Mrs. 
Roosevelt controversy might have 
played in that race, and other 
matters of state-wide interest. He 
could reduce voice volume, with 
advantage. Jaco. 





SEGREGATION, INC. 

With Janice Kingslow, Dean Alm- 
gust, George Kluge, Oscar 
Brown, Fred Pinkard; Gus Chan, 
announcer; Tony Parrish, Bob 
McKee, narrators 

Director: Richard Loughrin 

| Writer: Richard Durham 

30 Mins., Sun., 10 a.m. 

Sustaining 

WMAQ, Chicago 
WMAQ’s able bow to the achieve- 

ments of individual members of 

the Negro race caught a timely 
situation with its documentary on 














“AMERICA’S FINEST 


racial conditions in Washington, 
called “Segregation, Inc.” Result 


was a sharp underscoring of prej- 
udice in the nation’s capital. 
Method used was. simple in 
presentation and stark in sigzifi- 
cance. Through simulated tape- 
recorded incidents, listeners heard 
of slums in the shadows of ex- 
pensive government buildings; how 





WESTERN ACT” 
















The Texas Rangers, stars of 
stage, screen, radio and tele- 
vision, early this summer 
made a personal appear- 
ance tour in the Midwest. 
They are pictured here in 
Oklahoma City, when they 
were commissioned honor- 
ary Colonels of the State of 
Oklahoma by Governor 
Roy J. Turner. 


: 
~ 
' 


The Texas Rangers tran- 
scriptions, used on scores 
of stations from coast to 
coast, have achieved Hoop- 
eratings as high as 27.4, 


Advertisers and stations 
—ask about our new 
sales plan! 


Wire, write or phone 


ARTHUR B. CHURCH 


Productions 
KANSAS CITY 6, MISSOURI 








dark-skinned delegates of foreign 
'nations receive gratuitous insults 
|from biased Washingtonians; how 
virtually impossible it is for Negro 
citizens to obtain food and shelter. 

Incidents related are still fresh 


:|in the minds of newspaper readers 
> |—the D.A.R. nix of Marian Ander- 


/son’s proposed concert at Constitu- 


F tion Hall; Ingrid Bergman’s walk- 
i | out on prejudiced promoters there; 


'Equity’s refusal to let its members 
play Washington dates. 


There wasn’t an hysterical note 
in “Segregation.” The acting was 
notably restrained, and the listen- 
ers got a reasonable 50-50 divvy 
of logic and emotion. Program 
«ctually practices what it preaches 
in that the cast members are 
evenly split as to color. 

Program caught was 
small blow struck for practical 
democracy, but as any ringside 
observer knows, it’s the small 
punches delivered consistently that’ 
win the fight. This is a public 
servicer delivered well for a good 
cause. Mart. 


another 











| 
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Can. B’ casting 


ame Continued from page 31 





CAB centered on the claim that the 
Same reasons which necessitate a 
nationalized broadcasting system 
in Canada parallel a similar TV de- 
velopment in the national interest. 

CBC spokesmen believed that. on 
the CAB demand for no interfer- 
ence in foreign TV program ma- 
terial, the private commercial sta- 
tions would primarily flood Cana- 
dian set-owners with non-Canadian 
material, particularly from the 
U. S. Advertising revenue would 
also be the dominant pattern of the 
TV independents, with loss of view- 
point on Canadian national culture. 
Under the proposed national con- 
trol of TV, channels will not be 
used as hard-hitting sales media 
but for cultural outlets. This will 
ensure good American programs, 
and those from other countries, but 








these must not swamp a good meas- 


le of Canadian programs for Ca- 


| 
nadians. 
Toward these arguments, the 
CAB spokesmen bluntly want a halt 
on theory and permission to put up 
and gamble their own millions of 
dollars to provide Canada, away 
behind the U. S. and Britain, with 
TV. The indies want a free hand 
to develop the new entertainment 
medium—but without having to 
compete with a subsidized national 
setup that, on annual licenses from 
radio set-owners last year, totalled 
$4.800,000 (which goes to the CBC 
in toto and with no allocation to 
Canadian indie stations) Inci- 
dentally, the CBC propesed to the 
Roval Commission ©n Culture that 
the annual fee to set-owners in 
Canada be increased to $5 an- 
nually; the annual fee to Canadian 
TV set-owners will be $10-$25. 
Fear Govt. Control 
The announced fear of the CAB 
is that, unless the indies are given 
the go-ahead signal, Canada will 
not only suffer considerable delay 
but that this is another contrivance 
permitting the subsidized national 
radio setup to compete commer- 
cially with private enterprise. All 
the indies want is to be permitted 
to invest their own money. This 
includes CFRB, Toronto, largest in- 
dependent radio station in Canada; 
Famous Players (Canadian); CKEY, 


Toronto: the Marconi interests in 
Montreal. 
The CBC, seeking nationalistic 


control of TV, prefers, with a $4,- 
000.000 Federal government loan, 
to build two initial stations in 
Toronto and Montreal; but that the 
time is not ready, because of high 
costs, to plan realistically a system 
that would cover the whole, or even 
a part, of the widely-spread Cana- 
dian population. Under the pro- 
nosed license fee tariff. levied on 
Toronto and Montreal TV set-own- 
ers, the CBC spokesmen believe 
this would be a more equitable 
means of establishing TV in this 
country. 

With the CBC production centers 
in Toronto and Montreal, one pri- 
vate TV station might be permitted 
in both these cities but these would 
be expected to co-operate with the 
CBC in broadcasting a reasonable 
amount of CBC national network 
service to the best advantage of 
the greatest possible number of Ca- 
nadians in CBC’s vermission to use 
such channels. Meanwhile, on the 
preliminary Montreal-Toronto TV 
setup, the view of the CBC is that 
such costs of TV development 
should not be borne by the whole 
body of tax-payers when most are 
not benefiting directly from TV— 
and may not for years to come. 


Mutual 


Continued from page 23 




















far has added up to loss of some. 
lucrative and much-needed busi-| 
ness. 


e 


White’s chief obstacles are ap-'| 
parent to the trade. Recognized, 
for instance, is the tough job of 
retaining bigtime national  ac- 
counts with the web’s present in- 
ability to surround clients’ pro- 
gramming with high - calibre 
stanzas. One of the factors in the 
Philip Morris withdrawal was its 
unhappiness over the programming 
fronting and backing of its spon- 
sorship of “Queen for a Day” and 
and “Against the Storm.” 

Equally important is the WOR- 
Mutual 


situation, which, many 
claim, will never be resolved, in 
view of the virtual autonomous 


operation of the web’s key outlet. 
Clearing New York time for Mutual 
shows isn’t the easiest problem in 
the world, it’s conceded, but lack- 
ing the most important market of 
all, clients have been shying away 
from Mutual contractual commit- 
ments. 


Chi Picks Up Biz 
Chicago, Sept. 6. 
Mutual’s central division office 
has racked up $1,300,000 gross 
billings within the past two weeks, 
despite a staff cut of 15° here, 
in sales to the Murine Co. of a 
five-minute newscast with John B. 
Kennedy, and a 15-minute session 


of Slim Whitman and the Light 
Crust Doughboys for Burrus Mil- 
ling, Fort Worth. 


Kennedy will be heard over the 
full net of 480 stations, starting 
Sept. 24, at 6:55 p.m. (CDT), for 
52 weeks through BBD&O. Burrus 
is bankrolling the Doughboys over 
200 southern outlets, starting this 
week (5), with the program origi- 
nation at WMAK, Nashville. 
Tracy-Locke agency, Dallas, han- 
dled. 











Kaycee 
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begins commercial broadcasting. 
The Star has begun a new radio 
and television centre, the first 
stage of which will be complete by 
broadeast deadline. This is a 700- 
foot-plus tower and a studio and 
transmitter building at the base. 
Present plan is to complete about 
one-quarter of the projected build- 
ing for present use. Eventually 
the structure will be of two stories 
to house all of the Star’s radio and 


television departments. Up to 
broadcast time the outlay for 
equipment and training will run 
close to $800,000, according to 
Fitzer. This includes four TV 


cameras, and a mobile unit, in ad- 


dition to the transmitting equip- 
ment, building and tower.  Ulti- 
mate completion of the building 
will run the cost to nearly 
$1,300,000, Fitzer said. 

WDAF-TV will begin with a 
staff of about 20, according to 
Fitzer. This includes Bill Bates, 
program director; Joe Flaherty, 
chief engineer; Randall Jessee, 
production director, and Charles 


Ford, film editor. 


Network shows will be used via 
kinescope, according to plans an- 
nounced previously. As yet there 
are no definite plans for a coaxial 
cable to Kansas City, but there is 
considerable possibility that one 
will be started down from Omaha 
for completion in 1950. 

First dialers to WDAF-TV on 
opening day likely will see a 45- 
minute film of the bulding of the 
station and putting it on the air. 
Fitzer has had this under way 
since the first steps were taken. A 
brief dedicatory program, includ- 
ing Roy Roberts, president of the 
Star, also is in order for opening 
night. First civic event which 
WDAF-TY will attempt will be the 
American Royal Live Stock and 
Horse Show which also will be in 
session Oct. 16. 
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se so much more light 
is necessa? , film producers work- 
ing in solor can shoot exteriors 
only three or four hours per day, 


when the sun is brightest. This 
extends the shooting schedule, 


which in turn boosts costs. 

Only way such a problem would 
confront tele broadcasters would 
be in remete pickups. Demonstra- 
tions of (2S color television two 
years ago ‘raphically pointed up 
how muc! 


this will be technically possible on | 
a sunles: day remains to be seen. 

Broadva ters also predict a color 
problem i1 kinescoping but de- 
clare they ave plenty of time to 
worry abou that. While they may | 
not be abic to get kinescope prints | 


in color o' ive shows produced via | 
the tint p cess, they are confident | 
their kin: 


coping equipment will | 
give then a good black-and-white | 
print of a color show. Develop- | 
ment of equipment to provide a. 
tinted kinescope, they claim, will | 
undoubtedly come in time. | 
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Seed pe ‘ing 13, ABC five and 

] ire. (there’s a three-w: ie | 

for 20th px sition). ne 
The “: -vised” Top 20 to embrace 

Sustainers ind commercials would | 

read: 
Our Mi s Brooks........ Ge 
.  t  FRRReresaane 10.7 
This =m yourFRI........ 10.7 
Crime Photographer . 10.6 
Mr. Keen a 10.2 
Mr. District Attorney.... 10.0 
Mr. Chameleon ........ 9.7 
Life With Luigi yaaie:) oe 
Big Story eiees. wee 
Leave Itto Joan........ 9.3 
Escape TRerrrr rs 9.2 
Sam Spade ....... iwa00k We 
weet Tie on. ccccsecs SR 1 
Curtai:. “ime +3536. Se 
Henry Morgan 540. Se 
Stop the Music need 7.4 
Break the Bank Tere ee | 
Phillip Marlowe ‘ 7.2 
Inner S«netum 11 
Corliss Archer ....... | 
Mr. & Mrs. North....... 7.1 


| CBS’ Chi Shows 
sit tage Gwe belie | Nix Cutting Help 


better such events as) 


baseball or football games were 
in color, th CBS using film for 
the der on.tration. With this in 
| mind, it iv expected the broadcast- | 
ers will 2\ empt to air their live | 
sports re »otes in color. Whether 





Chicago, Sept. 6. 

_ WBKB station talent is digging 
in for a lean Thanksgiving in the 
face of a virtual shutout of Chi- 
originated shows over the CBS-TV 
network. Regular CBS feeds start 
the big drive over WBKB Sept. 12 
and by. mid-October the Chi TV 
outlet will be left with a possible 
90 minutes for net programming, 

There's still a chance for a 
major origination here, but it's in- 
dicated the only one that CBS is 
interested in is a stage show from 
the Chicago theatre, a $6,0060-plus 
package the B&K-owned outlet has 
been trying to peddle to national 
advertisers, but without much luck, 
WBKB refuses to foot the bill for 
the expensive stage package on a 
sustainer basis. 

While most of the station talent 
had previously gotten the word to 
start looking for other berths some 
time ago, the cold facts of life 
handed out by the upcoming 
WBKB programs is still a stiff jolt 
to most of them. 

In line with the CBS feed-in. the 
local shows get a body blow with 
only three daily strippers, and five 


weekly programs being held on. 
Daily survivors are ‘Commie 
Capers,” sponsored by the Sun- 
Times; “‘Curbstone Cutup,” with 
Ernie Simon, bankrolled by RCA 


Victor, and “Window Shopping,” a 
participation show. 

Four weeklies weathering the 
cuts are “Here’s How,” a handie« 
craft show; Chi Cardinal’s ‘“Quar- 
terback Club”; “At Home Party”: 
“Bigelow Rug Show,” and news ed 
Ulmer Turner's “Midwest View- 
point.” 

Together, the WBKB local shows 
will add up to less than six hours 
per week, but in the words of a 
disgruntled staffer, “they don’t add 


up to peanuts.” Present lusty 
sports sked will be maintained 
through the baseball season, but 


will fold after that, depending on 
whether WBKB general manager 
John Mitchell can ink Bill Tobin 
to a repeat telecast series of the 
Blackhawk hockey games. 








GET PRICES 
FROM 


© VIDEO 
VARIETIES 


1440) -1 mm dele 
ORDER FILMS 


VIDEO 
VARIETIES 
CORPORATION 


SYMBOL OF 





OFFICE 
Al E. 50th ST. 
STUDIOS 


sae . NEW YORK 
RESPONSIBILITY Om 


URRAY HILL 6-1162 
































= SS SS eae 








{ 























_Wednesday, September 7, 1949 


ORCHESTRAS-MUSIC 


41 





MIDWEST’S ONE-NITER PROBLEM 








Riders’ Sync Film Sale to Autry 
Snarls Monroe Plan for Pic Use 


Stan Jones’ sale of the synchron-+ 


{zation rights to his hit tune, 
“Riders in the Sky,” to Gene Autry 
sauzted quite a tussle between 
Vauzhn Monroe and his manager, 
Willard Alexander, on the one side, 
and Morris Music. Since Jones’ 
contract with Morris for the publi- 
cation of “Riders’’ and Jones’ sec- 
ond tune, “Whirlwind,” also held 
by Morris, is said to give Jones the 
right to dicker for film sales, there 
isn’t much Morris, Monroe or Alex- 
ander can do about Jones’ move. 
Crux of the dispute was this: 
Monroe’s RCA-Victor disking of 
the tune is so far one of this year’s 
biggest sellers, and he is more or 
less identified with it. Monroe is 
to make a film in a month or so 
and he, of course, wanted to do 
“Riders” in the picture. He and 
Alexander had made a deal with 
Morris to pay $10,500 for the syn- 
cro rights—10G for “Riders” and 
$500 for “Whirlwind.” 
Meanwhile, Jones, 
broadcast with Autry, began dick- 
ering with the latter himself for 
the syncro rights. They finally con- 
cluded a deal in which 
paying $17,500 for ‘‘Riders” 
$2,500 for “Whirlwind,” 


who did a 


and 
plus which 





Autry is | 


Jones is to get a part in the film in | 


which the songs will be used. 
killed the Morris-Monroe deal, of 
course, and both the bandleader 
and his manager hit the ceiling. 
Since Jones had the right to do his 
own talking for films, however, 
there’s nothing that can be done 
about it. 


Writer Demands 


Slow Ratings For 
BMI Performance 


Broadcast Music is working 
slowly on*the gathering of song- 
writers who will be paid on the 
basis of performances, similar to 
the methods used by the American 
Society of Authors, Composers and 
Publishers. 

So far, BMI reveals it has not 
signed one writer or team to turn 
out material for its own use or that 
of affiliated publishing firms. 

Apparently, the radio - backed 
performance outfit is running into 
unusual demands by writers pro- 
positioned to join the BMI fold. 
One writer approached asked for 
an annual guarantee of $10,000 
against performance royalties. 
That’s comparable to a “BB” class- 
ification in ASCAP, a rating topped 
only by “A” and the highest “AA.” 
Latter draws, roughly, $20,000 an- 
nually. 





EAMFS BISHOP QUI QUITS 
MCA, GREEN JOINS UP 


Hollywood, Sept. 6. 

Eames Bishop has resigned as 
chief of band-and-act booking on 
the Coast for MCA. He’ll be re- 
placed by Don Mulford, formerly 
Frisco rep for the agency. Bis- 
hop’s exit came following some dif- 
ferences with Larry Barnett. na- 
tional band-and-act booking direc- 
tor for MCA. 

Eddie Green, Arthur Michaud’s 
N.Y. rep, will join MCA to work 
under Mulford. 


Green Preps for Switch 

Eddie Green leaves New York 
for Hollywood the end of this 
week to join MCA’s western band 
division Sept. 12. Green is clean- 
ing up domestic and business ends 
in the east. At the same time, 
Green, former trumpeter and man- 
ager of Bobby Sherwood’s orches- 
tra, but for the past couple of 
years eastern representative of 
Arthur Michaud, as well as han- 
dling several acts himself, cut 
loose those turns. Among them 
was singer Monica Lewis. 

Acts Green handled with Mi- 
chaud will continue to be directed 
by the latter, from his Coast head- 
quarters, 


| was made 


‘given an okay 


That | 


Harry Weinstein Wins 
Pluggers Golf Tourney 


Harry Weinstein took ten prize 
in the Music Publishers Contact 
Employees annual golf tourney, 


finally completed over the week- 
end at Glen Oaks C. C., Lake Suc- 
cess, L. I. Weinstein knocked out 
Mack Goldman in the final, 4 up, 
to take the Ben Bernie Trophy, 
put up this year by Bernie’s wid- 
ow, Dorothy (Wes) Bernie, plus 
a 16-inch television set. 

MPCE tourney this year became 
match play after the initial quali- 
fying rounds. Last year it was 
completed in one day on the basis 
of medal scores. It’s the first time 
Weinstein has won. 





Wm. Morris Drops 
Name Band Dept. 
Ellington Released 


William Morris agency finally 
went out of the band-booking busi- 
ness late last week. Cress Court- 
ney, who has headed the WM 
band division since Willard Alex- 
ander, its founder, left to set up 
his own outfit, did likewise. Court- 
ney is setting himself up as a per- 


sonal manager and already has 
taken space near Radio City. Tal- 
ent he will handle is so far un- 


| disclosed. 


Bill 


Just prior to Courtney’s leaving, 
Morris, head of the agency, 
gave Duke Ellington’s orchestra a 
full release. Ellington’s was the 
last name band tied to a contract 
and, though the agency could have 
moved ene of its other agents into 
Courtney’s place, Morris granted 
the release coincidental wit. 
Courtney’s quitting. 

Morris has for months been go- 
ing through the process of chuck- 
ing its band division, a phase of 
booking in which its top execu- 
tives never were interested to any 
great extent. When it was decided 
to drop the whole thing a deal 
with General Artists 
Corp. under which the latter was 
to try to sign up 
Morris bands (contracts cannot be 
assigned, uhder AFM rules). This 
caused quite a commotion, since 
it was implied that if Morris con- 
tractees didn’t go over to GAC 
they wouldn't receive Morris re- 
leases. 

The American Federation of 
Musicians was forced into the pic- 


‘ture by complaining bandleaders, 
‘and the last case to be decided by 


the union occurred a few weeks 
ago, when its executive board 
forced a release for Charlie Spi- 
vak’s orchestra. Music Corp. of 
America signed orn He had re- 
fused to go with GA 

Morris will not drop its AFM 
booking franchise. It needs the 
paper te book such solo artists as 
are also AFM members, such as 
singer Billy Eckstine. Plus which 
there are always small combina- 
tions being booked with package 
shows, etc. 


Decca Puts ‘Satchmo’ 
Back on Pop Tunes 


Decca Records is using Louis 
Armstrong as a pop artist, at least 
on the first two sides of a new 
contract. Armstrong cut last week, 
without his jazz combination, do- 
ing “Maybe It’s Because” and “TH 
Keep. the Lovelight Burning.” 
First tune is already a hit, and 
Decca has two versions of it; the 
second is a new pop. 

Sy Oliver made the arrange- 
ments and used a band of 11 men 
behind Armstrong, instead of the 
latter’s own group, consisting of 





Jack Teagarden, Barney Bigard, 
Earl Hines, Avril Shaw and Cozy 
Cole. Armstrong is now at Bop 


‘City, New York. 





‘New Extension Positively the Last, 
a SE qu Sez ASCAP on Video Contract 


DECLINING BIZ 


Chicago, Sept. 8. 
Chi offices of Music Corp. of 
America, General Artists Corp. 


and Associated Booking are scram- 
bling for an answer to bolster the 
rapidly declining one-nighter book- 
ings in the midwest territory 

Ballroom operators just can’t 
afford to hang on with the type of 
operation that paid off during the 
war years. As a result, they are 
cutting down on number of playing 
nights as well as slicing at name 
band one-night stands. 

General recession registered in 
all facets of entertainment gets a 
good share of the blame, but op- 
erators as well as agencies feel that 
dancing for recreation has hit a new 
low. Efforts to renew interest in 
dancing has resulted in a square- 
dance fad, which, of course, doesn’t 
help the one-nighter deals for 
name outfits, since local musicians 
supply the tunes. Lack of new 
name units also affects attendance 
by dancers. 

Bookers as well as dancehall 
owners feel that the development 
of new name dance bands might 
provide attractions to stimulate 
ballroom biz, but at the same time 
the latter don’t want to take a 
chance on a new outfit. 

Matter undoubtedly will receive 
attention during the National Assn. 
of Ballroom Operators convention 
opening here Oct. 4 for three days. 
NBOA meeting will cover a num- 
ber of problems, including the 
establishment of a greater number 
of sub-groups consisting of opera- 
tors from within the borderlines 
of individual states, such as the re- 
cently established Nebraska Ball- 
room Ops, headed by Herb Pauley, 
Turnpike Casino, a long establish- 
ed name band date at Lincoln. 

During the spring and early 
summer the midwest’s name band 
one-niter biz has been far super- 
ior to the b.o. reaction encountered 
in any other part of the country. 
It began slipping during mid-sum- 
mer and has shown no improve- 
ment since. 


Brill Bldg. Prez’s 


Own Music Musee 





Unique coliection of old sheet. 


music has been gathered by D. 
Dudley Brill. prexy of the cor- 
poration which owns the Brill 
building, headquarters of many 
musie publishers. Oddly enough, 
Brill didn’t amass his_ exhibit 
through his business contacts but 
rather through his childhood in- 
terests. As a teenager he was a 
dyed-in-the-wool musical comedy 
fan and bought the sheet music 
which used to be hawked in the 
(Continued on page 48) 





Dave Kapp Personally 
Takes a Hand to Win 


Disk Jockey Friends 


Disk jockey promotion of new 
disks has become so important that 


Dave Kapp, head of Decca Records 


recently 
He dis- 


artists and repertoire, 
took a hand in it himself. 


| patched over 1,000 letters to indi- 


vidual spinners all over the coun- 
try spotlighting the Andrews Sis- 
ters’ recording of “I Can Dream, 
Can’t I,” backed by “Wedding of 
Lilli Marlene.” which Decca had 
tabbed as a potential hit. 

Of all major disk manufacturers, 
Decca was the last to take cog- 
nizance of the heavy impact on the 
disk-buying public by record-spin- 
ners. Not long ago the company 
set up a promotion system aimed 
at them. But the letters over 
Kapp’s signature is a new wrinkle. 
Top execs rarely, if ever, do any 
such contacting. 





Decca Records declared a regular 
quarterly dividend last week of 
12!¢c a share on stockholders of 
record Sept. 30. 


i then Decca would absorb the loss | 





Goday Moving East 
To Push ‘Someday’ 


Happy Goday, head of Leeds 
Musiec’s Hollywood office, moves 
east this week for an indefinite pe- 
riod to spearhead the plugging of 
“Someday,” hit tune placed by 
Leeds in its Duchess catalog, a 
Broadcast Music affiliate. Goday is 
moving his family east for the stay. 

Lou Levy will continue to head 
Leeds tune-pushing. Firm is work- 
ing on “Last Mile Home” and 
“Wedding of Lilli Marlene.” 





Decca Remains At 
Odds With Pubs 
On Royalty Setup 


Situation between Decca Records 
and music publishers, all of whom 
have been objecting strongly to the 
record manufacturer's new method 
of computing royalty statements, is 
status quo. No pub, as far as is 
known, has agreed to accept 


Decca’s ideas, which involve lump- | 


Scare Into Agents 


lumped | 


ing returns, often on disks made 
and shipped almost a year ago, and 
deducting totals from 
royalties due on copyrights held by 
an individual publishing house. 
Royalty checks for the 
ended June 30 have been accepted 
“under protest” and in some cases 
returned. 


Meanwhile, one major pub is 
supposed to have gotten into a dis- 
pute with a major writer, to whom 
it shipped a _ royalty statement 
which included Decca’s_ return. 
This writer could not understand 
how the pub could break down 
Decca’s methods and apply it to his 
payments, * 

That is the biggest worry of the 
pubs and is the primary reason 
why they have been refusing to ac- 
cept Decca’s style of computation. 
They cannot allocate deductions for 
returned disks to the accounts of 
the proper writers, especially since 
royalties had already been paid to 
those writers. 


Due to the publisher’s squawk 
over the effect Decca’s plan will 
have on their royalty relations with 
writers, Decca president, Milton 
Rackmil, last week advanced an 
idea to cover. He suggested that 
Decca be allowed to retain 10°% 
of each publisher’s quarterly royal- 
tv statement for a two-year term. 
In this way, Decca’s accountants 
would have ample time to make 
deductions for returns. Further, 
Decca agrees that if the withheld 
10% does not, in the final sumup, 
cover the amount of royalties to be 
deducted on the basis of returns, 


of half the coin beyond the 10%, 
while the pub accepted the loss 
on the remainder. 


Publishers haven’t had time to 
study this proposal and as yet have 
no answers. 


E. R. Lewis Sets Return 
To Eng. After Decca Deal 


E. R. (Ted) Lewis, head of Brit- 
ish Decca and its U. S. counterpart, 
London Records, leaves New York 
Sept. 21 for England. Lewis has 
been here five months, one of his 
longest stays in this country. 

During his stay, Lewis cleaned 
up final arrangements on the deal 
with U. S. Decca which gives Lon- 
don the right to record pop disks 
in this country and also to market 
British Decca’s FFRR_ ciassical 
series here through the London 
setup. Previously, U. S. Decca 
handled FFRR, and the term of 
its arrangement with U. S. Decca 
forbade London recording here. 





London’s initial FFRR releases 
arrived in the U. S. by plane last 
week, 





quarter 


of 


# American Society of Composers, 


Authors and Publishers emphasized 
last week, when it again extended 
the deadline on a contract with 
television interests, that this would 
be the last extension granted. The 
Society's director board was against 
another extension beyond the one 
Okayed late in July, which moved 
the deadline back from July 31 to 
Aug. 31. And the one just granted 
“will definitely be the last.” A deal 
must be made before the end of 
this month or ASCAP music prob- 
ably will come off television. 

ASCAP board gave the Society's 
executive group, now handling tele 
negotiations, permission to extend 
the deadline for two reasons: (1) 
that vacations and other obstacles 
have made it impossible for both 
sides to arrive at conclusions, and 
(2) the executive group felt that a 
deal was imminent and would be 
closed before the end of the latest 
extension, or Sept. 30. 

ASCAP’s board does not 
to get tough, it’s stressed, but it 
feels that a contract should have 
been concluded by now, more than 
eight months since the start of ne- 
gotiations. 


intend 





Petrillo Tosses 


On AGVA Tussle 


James C. Petrillo, head of the 
American Federation of Musicians, 
pulled the stops so unexpectedly 


on his long-anticipated dragout 
fight with the American Guild of 
Variety Artists that he threw a 


stiff scare into all the agents called 
into meeting with him lest Wednes- 


day (31) in New York. 
As soon as each agent and rep 
of major booking agents’ got 


Petrillo’s wires, they began check- 
ing with one another. Not all of 
the wires were delivered by then, 
course, and some agents got 
the idea they were the only ones 
summoned into Petrillo’s sanctum. 
As a result, bookers on the way to 
Petrillo’s office on Wednesday 
were frantically going over every- 
thing they did in the past couple 
years to determine why the AFM 
could possibly have them on the 
carpet. When they found between 
40 and 50 other agents at the AFM 
offices, and Petrillo started on his 
tirade against AGVA,.the sigh of 
relief that went up could be heard 
in mae | ar 


HAMPTON’ 5 856 RECORD 
AT L. A. ONE-NITER 


Hollywood, Sept. 6. 

Lionel Hampton band drew over 
$8,500 at $1 admish (‘after taxes) 
at Shrine auditorium Sunday (4), 
setting L. A. one-nite dance rec- 
ord. 

Hampton promoted dance him- 
self, paying $600 for hall and $900 
for exploitation. 





Hampton for Winnipeg 
Winnipeg, Sept. 6. 
Lionel Hampton’s orch and com- 
pany are booked for a one-night 
stand at the Auditorium Sept. 24, 
presenting a concert and dance. 





Ex-Maestro George King 
Becomes Pa. Innkeeper 

Pittsburgh, Sept. 6. 
George Moffett, former band- 
leader (under the name of George 
King) and more recently personal 
manager for number of musical 
outfits, including Hal McIntyre and 
Joe Mooney Quartet, has quit the 
business to become an innkeeper. 
He has just bought a smail resort 
hotel, the Antler, at Haven Hurst, 
Pa., about 16 miles east of Kane, 

and will operate it year around. 
Helping him in the new venture 
is his wife, Helen Honan, onetime 

cafe and vaude impressionist, 
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Frank Sinatra “If I Ever Love, 
Again” — “Every Man _ Should 
Marry” (Columbia). Sinatra may! 
have a smash hit in the first side, 
an excellent new ballad that out- 
shines, artistically and commer- 
cially, anything he has done lately. 
Cut with a group and swell musical 
accompaniment, the side has the 
sort of appeal that characterized 
Sinatra’s job with Tommy Dorsey 
on “I'll Never Smile Again.” 
Jocks and jukes figures to find it 
big. Reverse is good, too, an in- 
teresting lyrical story in ballad 
form that will be played often as 
well. 

Connie Haines - Joe Graydon 
“Wouldn’t It Be Fun’’—‘Good for 
You” (Coral). A new coupling of 
voices. Miss Haines and Graydon 
do a nice job on “Wouldn't It Be 
Fun,” already moving a bit under 
the prodding of Art Mooney’s 
(M-G-M) disk. Coral’s duo do it 
more legitimately than Mooney, 
each taking a solo crack and wind- 
ing up in a duet. It’s not quite as 
sharp from a sales point of view as 
Mooney’s, but it sells, and jocks 
and iukes will find it useful.” 
“Good for You” in fair, a Latin- 
beat piece smothered by its 


coupling. 

George Paxton “If I Ever Love 
Again” — “Wedding Bells” 
(M-G-M). Another solid pairing. 


Paxton’s version of “Love Again” 
moves solidly under a smooth bal- 
lad tempo and uses Don D’Arcy 
and the UaxTones to arrive at a/| 
eonclusion that suffers only from| 
comparison with Sinatra’s name 
value. Paxton carries a lot of mu- 
sical weight on the flipover also— 


a new semi-novelty tune that) 
sounds smart under a lightly! 
rhythmic, but smooth and _ solid | 


dance beat. PaxTones again han- 
dle the lyric well. 


Pearl Bailey-Charioteers ‘Who” 
—‘‘Don’t Ever Leave Me” (Har- 
mony). Harmony coupled Miss 
Bailey with trumpeter “Hot Lips” 
Page and drew a plum in “Huckle- 
buck.”” Now Miss Bailey is hooked 
with the Charioteers and, while} 
this disk is no repeat hit, it’s a 
good deal. Standard “Who” is the | —— 
sharper side, a pushing-beat ver-| 
sion of the oldie that sells well and | 
is worth any jock’s time. Flipover | 
brings up a light bounce beat| 
oldie that is attractive in many | 
ways, not the least of which is the | 
backing they get. | 


Platter Pointers | 
Capitol’s approach to the west-| 
ern-story idea, via Hopalong Cas- 
sidy (Billi Boyd), who tells brief 
action stories with good sound ef- 
fects is smart stuff for kids.. Re- 
gent Record marketing a clicko 
disking of ‘‘There’s a Bluebird On 
My Window Sill” by George 
Towne.. Don Denis’ vocal of “Be- 
neath a Tropic Moon,” with the 
Sal Vasta Orch, on Gold Medal, is 
an impressive job. ..Capitol organ- 
happy with a flock of releases by | 
pipe and electric organs: Buddy 
Cole cut “Oh Promise Me” and | 
“I Love You Truly” on a pipe! 
job, the same instrument used by 
David Allen for “Nearer My God) 
to Thee’-“Rock of Ages” and 
“Abide With Me,” and Orrin 
Hostetter for “Doll Dance” and 
“Parade of the Wooden Soldiers’; 
Gaylord Carter and Marcel Lau-| 
rence worked on Hammonds, the | 
best of six sides being Carter’ s | 
“Hora Staccato” and Laurence’s | 
“Kiss in the Dark”... Varsity) 
turned out a neat “Where Are You” 
with Sylvia Barry.. and rap old | 
what seem to be spruced- up old 
Majestic cuts by the Three Suns | 
of “Jealousy” and “Barcarolle,” | 
“Star Dust” and “Busy Holiday, | 
plus Louis Prima’s “Angelina” 
and “Bocciagalloop”.. Best of four | 
sides by Eddy Duchin (Harmony) | 
is his “Somehow,” vocalled by | 
Tommy Mercer and a group .. | 
Sugar Chile Robinson’s initial disk 
for Capitol totes ‘Numbers Boogie” 
and “After School Blues’... Tex 
Williams worked “There’s a Blue-| 
bird on Your Windowsill” for | 
Capitol and did it well. 

Standout western, hillbilly, race, 
olka, jazz, etc.: Johnny Moore's | 
hree Blazers, “You Can Go Feed 
Yourself” (Victor); Mervin Shiner, | 
Why Don’t You Haul Off and. 
Love Me” (Decca); Carter seed 
Walk » Little Closer” (Victor); 
Eddie ~ “rk, “I Wouldn’t Take a) 
Million” (Capitol); Delph Hewitt, | 

“I Wish I Knew” (Victor). 





Album Reviews 


Fred Waring’s Pennsylvanians. | 
“Miss Liberty” (Decca). Fred 
aring and his choraleers don’t 
have to bow to Columbia's original- | 


Cast version of Irving Berlin's! 


Jocks, Jukes and Disks 


By BERNIE WOODS 


“Miss Liberty” 
was tailor-made for his big group, | 
and they do an excellent job on 
eight tunes, featuring Joe Marine, 
Daisy Bernier, Gordon Goodman, | 
Joanne Wheatley, Vane Wilson, 
Glee Club, ete. 
standing and made to order for 
jock or juke use as singles, par-| 
ticularly “Old Fashioned Walk,” 
“I Love You” and the dramatic 
“Give Me Your Tired, Your Poor.” 


should be for they’re from among 
the pick of the music industry’s 
best best known copy rights. There 
are others used in the film that 


course, performance. 


terpretations are certaintly sale- perp 

bg Songs:include “Pretty Baby,” WERC HAS 3 DISKS its initial release of Microgroc 
“Four-Leaf Clover,” “Baby Face,” é am ‘m, 6 
“Give My Regards to Broadway,” S S in many cases they are already 
“I’m Just Wild About Harry,” “T| A LONG-RUN HIT retail counters today (Wednesda 
Only Have Eyes For You,” “After | 
You’ve Gone,” 
It True What 
Dixie.” All are cut with Matty 
Malneck’s orchestra. 


the Band Sings Too” 
Dorsey’s 
album show up plainly one of the 
things that’s wrong with the band 
business. t 
on which T.D.’s band choruses be- | Period was in 
hind vocals by Jack Leonard and Frankie 
Frank Sinatra, and the leader’s I” and “Shine” 
trombone. 
simple, melodic, 
flowing dance beat. 
them is like throwing a glaring) by Laine’s 
spotlight on the deficiencies in| Fddy Howard’s “Room Full of ters in New York over the wee 
modern band recordings, with their 
overarranged, 
smother any possibility of a re- 
laxed terp tempo. 

tor gathered T.D. 
used in an album before, including | 
| “Sweet Sue,” 
Dreams,” 
Am I to Know,” 
“Yearning.” 
seller. is publishing. 
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Riders in the Sky 
Again....... F. D. & H. 
Wedding of Lilli Box & Cox 


Morris 








| 
London, Aug. 30. | 





score. Such music Buy Killarney.... P. Maurice 
Red Roses ...L. Wright 
Forever and Ever F.D. & H. 
“A” You're Adorable Connelly 
Careless Hands Morris 
Angelus Ringing ... Southern 
Lavender Blue ais Sun 
12th Street Rag Chappell 
Echo Told a Lie Chappell 


Second 12 


Candy Kisses 


Carl Haverlin, president 
Broadcast Music, Inc., is recup 


All sides are out- ating on the Coast from a mir 


trip, is planning to attend the N 
District Meetings at Three Lak 


j -onsi SC 4m « > 
Chappell Wisconsin, Sept. 14-16, and foll 


Put ’Em in Box 


Connelly 
Leicester Square Rag 


Norris 
Strawberry Moon Yale 


charges him in sufficient time. 





Jolson’s in- 





Decca Records began shippi 


Long Playing disks this week, a 


6 Decea had all 30 initial single a 
; album selections ready for mark 
ing and merchandising by the til 
it began dispersing the platters 


Chicago, Sept. 
the first time in a couple 
years, Mercury Records has at least 
three disks bidding simultaneously 
for long runs on the hit lists, and 
a couple more that, if they don't 
become top sellers, at least figure 
to pile up fair sales. Company 
says it is approximately 500,000 
These are all old sides Units behind on orders. Last boom 
1946-47, when 
“Two Loves Have 
hit deep paydirt. 
Every arrangement is Current crop of hits is headed by 
and based on a) Vic Damone’s “You're Breaking 
Listening to My Heart,” closely followed now 
“That Lucky Old Sun.” 


“Chinatown,” “Is Fos 
They Say About 


Tommy Dorsey Orchestra “And 
(Victor). 
arrangements in this 


through $3.35, $3.85, $4.85 and 
to $5.85 for 12-inch “specialty” n 
terial. Decca's dealer 


which is headed by its top-selli 


“Oklahoma!”, * 
show-tune disks. 


RCA’s Hdatrs. Shift 


Laine’s 


Roses” and “There’s Yes. Yes In end. About 95° of the compa 

Your Eves” are going strong, and Office and executive personnel w 

: : Damone’s new “My Bolero” 

In this set Vic-| ~. : : >| din City nffi ; ae 

a “kine Ee > 1e dio City offices to new quarters 
singles never picking up speed on the heels of ity 1 


trick chords which 


downtown studios. 





“T'll See You In My 
“East of the Sun,” “How Les Barry authored “Somebody’s 
“Blue Moon” and Missin’” and “Need I Remind You,” Agliy 
It should be a best- which BMI affiliate, Jester Music, building. 


main uptown. 





VARIETY allers on Coin- Machines, eee 


1. YOU’RE BREAKING MY HEART (4) (Algonquin)........... Vic Damone........ Mercury 
2, SOME ENCHANTED EVENING (15) (Williamson). .......... iicack mae ee 
3. ROOM FULL OF ROSES (7) (Hill & Range) ...........005. ‘oe Pro st0e8 po 
4. THAT LUCKY OLD SUN (1) (Robbins) ..... STOTT, | 5 «te 
5. SOMEDAY (2) (Duchess) ............ceceeececeeecees WN Raped Victor 
6. MAYBE IT’S BECAUSE (2) (Triangle) ..............05. or sit ag sis, 
I, HUCKLEBUCK (10) (United) ...... ee et ony A otdlng: ci» lias 
i DE I MII ooo ss cnsscccccanscciencesas sane 42g orga wane PPR 
9. BALI HA’ (12) (Williamson) ...... Ee eee eine Peacke nneesys Sie 
10. WONDERFUL GUY (12) (Williamson) ...............05. ++ ee oes 


Seeond Group 


. { Vaughn Monroe Victor 

RIDERS IN THE SKY (19) (Morris) ........cccccccscevrsessvees + Seal foes ”* Cotunbia 
I CAN DREAM CAN'T FE (CRADDEH) onc ccccicccccccceesrvscecece Andrews Sisters Decca 
JEALOUS HEART (Acuff-Rose)  «§  ...wrccscccccccccvescccsene Al FROTOON ... 5 sacncvs London 
NOW THAT I NEED YOU (Famous) .............-+. atisvesbes Dorms Day 2.6. iis ... Columbia 
> \ Sinatra-Day ..... ....- Columbia 

LET’S TAKE OLD FASHIONED WALK (Berlin) ..... seveereceee ) Perry Tieton OO 
Evelyn Knight........... Decca 

YOU'RE SO UNDERSTANDING (Barron-Pemora) ..... err sce Mine Barron... ...a0+0- MGM 
P { Blue Barron ............M-G-M 

YES YES IN YOUR EYES (Remick) ........++++++++++++e+***> ) Carmen Cavallaro ....... Decca 
§ Whiting-Mercer Capitol 

BABY It’s COLD OUTSIDE (Melrose) eoeceeeeoeeee eee eeeees ee ) Shore-Clark were Columbia 
§ Gordon Jenkins ...... Decca 

I DON’T SEE ME (15) (Laurel) ........... PTE ve Tere eT erry ) Perry Como ae 
LAST MILE HOME (Leeds) .............-+. iis pad 804dSRR BENET © Bing Crosby. ....sccors- Decca 
’ (Art Mooney........ M-G-M 

24 HOURS OF SUNSHINE (Witmark) .......-seee reece rene ***** ) Dick Jurgens.........Columbia 
SOMEHOW (Algonquin) ....... ETUC TICT YT ITE TUTTI Cte es Billy Eckstine states M-G-M 
CRYING (Greenwich) ...... OTe TET eT OTT Te Billy Eckstine ......... M-G-M 
)}Fran Warren ......... Victor 

HOMEWORK (Berlin)..... pOehone bbareeher hab ateidnes-+ 50 eran \Dingh Shore......... Columbia 
. { Sammy Kaye ....... Victor 

FOUR WINDS, SEVEN SEAS (3) (Lombardo). .......-+++++: *-****) Guy Lombardo....... Deace 
\ Gordon MacRae ..... Capitol 

WEDDING LILLI MARLENE (Leeds) ......-+--- rEeneeee seeee* ) Steve Conway........Harmony 
. ) Bing Crosby — ..seu.. Decca 

HOW IT LIES (Morris) EERE HTSVSHDS CES SSVEEOCHS SOVEM OR OON OS (nun Seer se eseees Capitol 
{Tony Martin ...... ¢éeuy eee 

CIRCUS (Massey)... ..-.-sececereccreerecccns eee ee ee et re |} Dick Haymes Decca 
THAT’S MY WEAKNESS NOW (Shapiro-B) .....-.-- ++ 5+++5> pele srorgen iat 


[Figures in parentheses tndicate number oj weeks song has been tm the Top 10.) 
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Haverlin’s Coast Surgery 


ot 
er- 
10r 


operation. BMI prexy, who had 
gone to Hollywood on a business 
AB 


es 
mw 


et- 


Al Jolson, ‘Jolson Sings Again” I Don’t See Me Commatin ing a few days later with Minne- 
(Decca). Al Jolson’s recordings of Put Shoes on Lucy : Gay apolis 
standard tunes in his new film are Blue Ribbon Gal , Dash Attendance at the NAB me 
already being widely used. They| (Confdentially.... Nev World ings, however, is dependent upon 


whether Haverlin’s physician dis- 


rata “ihe Sages Clancy Lowered Boom _ Leeds 

aren’t in this album that surpass ne : 4 DECCA SH PPING 1ST 

what is on these disks, but in eight | neon Waltz. Keith-P. - | 

sides Decca packed solid repre- , na Magic story s mnelly ¢ 

sentation, in selection and, of "Ss Magic Connelly RELEASES OF LP DISKS 


ng 
ve 
nd 
on 
\ ; 
nd 
et- 
ne 


Prices of Decca’s new LP. series 
range from $2.65 for 10-inch pops 


up 
1a- 


orders are 
“gratifving’ on its first release, 


ng 


Carousel” and other 


RCA-Victor shifted its headquar- 


k- 
ny 
as 


is moved trom the disk outfit’s Ra- 


on 


“Heart.” 23d street, near the company’s 
RCA contracted for 6,000 square 


feet of space on one floor of a new 
Only top execs will re- 


Week of Sept. 3 


: 
; 
; 
; 
; 
3 
; 
; 
; 
; 
: 
D4 
; 
3 
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Best British Sheet Sellers ‘Hucklebuck, ‘Someday Brushed 
By ‘Hit Parade,’ Bringing Pub Blasts 


* Lucky Strike 


“Hit Parade” came 
in for another of the periodie 
blasts against it, by two separate 
music publishers, following Satur- 
day’s (3) broadcast. United Musie 
and Duchess Music, a Leeds sub- 
sid, are the latest to squawk about 
the Parade’s so-called “infallible” 
method of computation, which was 
worked out between the show’s 
sponsor and executives of Warner 
Bros.’ musie firms. This occurred 
a couple of years ago and can- 
celled a court suit by WB against 
the Parade broadcast. 

Ironically enough it is two tunes 
published by WB firms that did 
get on the “Hit Parade” last week, 
as much as the fact that their tunes 
which is causing 
the United and Duchess beefing. 
United publishes “The Huckle- 
buck,” high on all performance 
lists and on bestseller lists in mu- 
sic and reeords. Duchess pub- 
lishes “Someday,” also well up on 
performance and bestseller lists. 
Neither was used. But at the same 
time, the Parade cited “Fiddle Dee 
Dee” and “It’s a Great Feeling” in 
the eighth and ninth slots last 
week Published by WB, neither 
song has yet started to make much 
noise sales-wise, although both are 
getting heavy plugs. They're from 
the WB film, “It's a Great Feel- 
ing.” Parade also cited “24 Hours 
of Sunshine,” as the No. 10 tune. 
It's also published by WB, but 
many pubs feel it doesn’t rate Pa- 
rade attention. 


were bypassed, 


For the past several weeks, pubs 
point out, the broadcast has had 
Shapiro-Bernstein’s “And It Still 
Goes” on the. air. Tune has 
achieved a position only on the 
Peatman and R-H radio perform- 
ance lists. Which forces pubs to 
believe that the Parade’s’§ ad 
agency, BBD&O, is still compiling 
ratings mainly on the basis of air 
plugs. 


RCA i in Metro Tieln 
On Mario Lanza Bally 


RCA-Victor is tieing in with 
Metro and its publishing subsid- 
iary, Robbins Music, on a promo- 
tion campaign for Mario Lanza, 
young operatic singer in the. cast 
of the forthcoming “Midnight 
Kiss” (M-G). Victor is tossing a 
cocktail party for Lanza _ tonight 
(Wednesday) in New York, at 
which he'll be introed to disk 
jockeys, record dealers, ete. The 


-film will be run off, too. 


Shindig will, of course, also call 
attention to Lanza’s album of tunes 
from the film for Victor, which in- 
cludes pop, semi-classical and arias 
he does in the film, his first for 
Metro. Kathryn Grayson, who 
works opposite Lanza in “Kiss,” 
will be at the affair, too. Both 
make a special guest appearance 
tonight, too, at the Capitol theatre. 

RCA is also plugging the album 
on its “Showcase” broadcast on 
WQXR, N. Y., the same evening. 





Disk Jockey Review 





1340 CLUB—WHHM 
With Buddy Deane 
Mon. through Saturday, 3-5 p. m. 


Participation 

WHHM, Memphis c 
Buddy Deane, WHHM’s disk 

jockey, seems to be catching on 


here since taking over the 1340 
Club from Bill Gordon, who left 
this indie here to join WHBQ, 
Memphis Mutual outlet. 

The new platter-turner moved 
in from Little Rock’s KGHI and 
has already snared a wide audi- 
ence among bobby-soxers and pop 
fans with his unique style. The 
two-hour long stanza finds Deane 
loading stint with personal inter- 
views with name bandsmen, and 
he invites listeners to come up and 
be a guest jock. He does a bet- 
ter than par performance with 
personable voice which is proving 
to be socko with the fair sex. How- 
ever, at intervals he hustles his 
delivery a little too much for the 
listener to cope with, but other- 
wise Deane is someone who will 
continue to win friends and influ- 
ence listeners. Matt. 





Louis Dreyfus, chairman of 
Chappell & Co., came into N. Y. 
from Britain last week on the 
Queen Elizabeth for a three-month 
Stay. 








“a RIE Wednesday, September 7, 1949 
| 











¢ 


o 6 
e Y Y 




















city— 


\ Kansas 


\ 


\\ __——- 


: \ 
Westies Aud. 


ax ct or) ; 
Evening 





” 


C (Vi 
ted 


, 
















aos log 
. i ie rt; 
Ts Fl Vie ‘St 


/ ~~ _ oho Com, ms 
Se *uep bechias - 


i Pm, ~ 2 Cana: . f, 
/ ae o~Fra,, _*M, king~ e 
F . ~~ On, i Pie SAK 4 
= tae. r Vig, Ury 

























Y 
VARIETY 
1949 

lay, September 7, 

ays + 

Wednes« 


45 





al 








ee 


avr the 


THE 
_ HELP MAKE 
D0 











NATION 
NG HITS OF THE 
$0 





by TM SPEM CER 


e 


¢ 


SOMEDAY, 


We 










St e Old Nig ** 

R ent With ‘edding In the 
atur. | Park » Will knuck|e WN an She 

Place lowe Wore , ‘ellow tibbon tit 
Bluebirg On Yo, Win. | from the RKO pic 
Sill,” alr ady re, Corded On six | tin's fir; n, 
Aillbilly ls With 
T YOU) ers co in 





e SOng 
; reddy Mar. 
Fremart, is j 
Ndrey Sis. | With Now, y 
UPD on Dec . Johnny 
"nd on M-G. 


neg Pretty 
Ow. Now Is the Time » 
Russ Mor rgan’ 8 firm, Clare I ha 
M. an Severay I Can't Believe as ike 
o - Also On the Mellin UPCOIm. Seal 1 
. i Ing list is “Vienj Su,” Latin. 
| j i (new lyrj 
| Iean hit 
IAG brea 


CC Vein. 
s Cart’, 
* Which 4 4Ctuz 
if Which 
Out With Fra ‘ar 
lumbja) a 






















Acun Rose), 

tally TCCeiy, ls Tt in 

will | the migy ve coming , from «: Sh. 

nkie (:, © 'Co- | Ville ¢, is bej ® spotte S Ohe of 

. hn Monroe © ‘Victor | the Hensest COMers 1 the B\I] 

Can Mar in ( “aDito]) Bo Ob f Ebe;1,, | fold He © again IS @ SC “Cal 
‘Decea) thers AM0ther | or hittbi i A 
{fr "“S Which | tro 
hi 






c 
‘ kis 4NCe «, 
,_ !S stil] a le 
ipers | the . 






Ong , ? Beery. 
a. 'SPering } 

fe With » taffy, 

s another natter, 











ee 





46 


ORCHESTRAS-MUSIC 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, September 7, 1949 
ee 





PLUGGERS WANT $75 
WEEKLY MINIMUM 


Hollywood, Sept. 6. 

Loca! songpluggers have asked 
Bob Miller, national president of 
the Music Publishers’ Contact Em- 
ployees, to seek agreement with 
publishers on upping their mini- 
mum pay level from $35 to $75 
weekly. 

That fgure has just been a tech- 
nicality for many years, ignored 
because music biz has been bright 
for the past decade. Now, with 
many companies cutting pay and 
others asking men to take extend- 
ed vacation,s pluggers want the 
upped minimum established as 
soon as possible. 


Only 2 Nites Weekly 
Hollywood, Sept. 6. 


Casino Gardens, Santa Monica, | 
near here, will open only on Fri-| 
day and Saturday nights starting | 
Sept. 9. Terpalace has been going 
four last nights in the week. 
Tommy Reed’s orch has been 
booked to begin the new policy. 
His deal is for four weekends, at 
$1,500 per. 

General Amus. Corp. booked 
Reed into the ballroom, first time 
that agency has made a Casino 
Gardens booking since Frankie 
Carle played there nearly two 
years ago. Tommy Dorsey, who 


owns the spot, is an MCA client. 


‘Casino Gardens Will Go CAPITOL DOES TUNES 


FROM ‘ICE FOLLIES’ 


Hollywood, Sept. 6. 


Capitol Records has made an. 
album of six tunes from the “Ice | 


Follies” show which opens here 
Thursday (8). Hal Derwin, the 
Starlighters, Norma Carlson 
Bill Reeve are featured. Stan 
ers did the arrangements and 
ducted the orch. Larry 
cleffed the tunes. 

Derwin does “Mariah” and 
“Good, Good Mornin’;” Starlight- 
ers handled “Circus Day” and 
“Shake ’Em Off,” Miss Carlson 
and Reeve dueted “The Swing 
Waltz” and “The Building Bee.” 


























and | 
My- | 
con- | 
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| Songs With Largest Radio Audience 


The top 31 songs of the week (more in case of ti 
the copyrighted Audience Coverage Index ead pg say 
sic Broadcast over Radio Networks. Published by the Office 
Research, Inc.. Dr. John G. Peatman, Director. 7 e 
Survey Week of August 26-Septe: 
A Wonderful Guy—*South Pacific” - rt: 
Again—‘*“Road House” 
And It Still Goes 
Bali Ha’i—*“South Pacific” on ae 
Fiddle Dee Dee—i “It’s a Great Feeling”...... ire 


eeeeee 


-++.. Williamson 
se eeeeeeeceeecees. RODDINS 
teen eeeeeeeeeeeee. Shapiro-B 
. Williamson 
. Harms 


Four Winds and the Seven Seas.................. Lombard 

Homework—*‘‘Miss Liberty”....... HEE CH I Tm Berli ‘Nags 
Hucklebuck PPE EE CSET R COTE Cer ‘United 

I Wish I Had a Record eyes Lsoess > CPawiord 

It's a Great Feeling—i“It’s a Great Feeling” Solace 


Just One Way To Say I Love You—*“Miss Liberty” Berlin 
Let’s Take An Old-Fashioned-Walk—**Miss Libert vy” Berlin 


Little Fish In a Big Pond—**Miss Liberty” Berlin 
Maybe It’s Because—*“Along Fifth Avenue” BVC 
Now That I Need You—7“Red, Hot and Blue’”’ Famous 


Warren 


A Room Full of Roses Hill & Range 


One & Only Highland Fling—?7“Barkleys of B’way” 


senanne | Pe agi SE sey ee ee Campbell 
Some Enchanted Evening—*‘‘South Pacific” .......Williamso 
Someday You'll Want Me to Want You........... Duchess ‘ 
Someone To Love err ee rren. Pub 
Song Of Surrender—i“Song Of Surrender”....... Paramount 
Swiss Lullaby ......... Aaa a et reas Southern 
THere 6 TOS VES If VOUT TOS. oie Soke kev ccs Witmark 
Through Sleepless Night—7‘Come to the Stable”.. Miller 


Toot Toot Tootsie Goodbye—?*“Jolson Sings Again” Feist 


Twenty-Four Hours of Sunshine.............. Advanced 
Who Do You Know In Heaven PISA be ace Robbins 
Younger Than Springtime—*‘South Pacific”...... Williamson 
Vouwre Breaking Biv FICATC 4.5.6 cscces cr scsersaese Mellin 


You're So Understanding Barron-Pem 
The remaining 21 songs of the week (more in case of ties) 
based on the copyright Audience Coverage Index Survey of Popu. 
lar Music Broadcast over Radio Networks. Published by the 
Office of Research, Inc., Dr. John G. Peatman, Director. 7 
Ain’t She Sweet Advanced 


Baby It’s Cold Outside—*‘‘Neptune’s Daughter” Morris 
Be Goody Good Good To Me.................00.8. United 
Dime a Dozen ere ee tsi ... Morris 
Don’t Call Me Sweetheart Anymore. .............. ABC 
Every Time I Meet You—7“Beautiful Blonde”..... Feist 

Evry Nignt is Saturday Night... 6.665. cc ete ewes BMI 

| Georgia On My Mind Owen, & eee cess. Peer 

Get Me One Of Those......... bi) Lecter eee S 6(4e es ee 
Give Me a Song—7“It’s a Great Feeling” ......... Witmark 
Katrina—j“Ichabod and Mr. Toad” ..........e0.0: Morris 
Fe ge Sue ee eEREEEETC TT eee Santly-Joy 
Love Is a Beautiful Thing...............eeeeee05 Porgie 
ag a ae ee arene oe Aer ee Oxford 
Now Now Now Is the Time Se ee bio 6:65 6.66 RORIORE 
Be mm Love—*" iss. Me. Hate” ...26.0.665.iss0s0s00% T. B. Harms 
Two Little New Little Blue Little Eyes........... Morris 
Weddin’ BE a ai ena ciciels SCnbieie ew in nai debeaars Famous 
Weoaamd Or Lali MATIONE... ..u.k 66 sk cb sacwsevawes Leeds 

Why Fall in Love With a Stranger............00.. Campbell 

You Told a Lie Suara ph ehasik (ae ewe anes soseee BOUTS 

pe Wasi eer a ; joressecess Oe wee 


You're My Thrill 


} Filmusical. * Legit musical. 











Bands at Hotel B.O.’s 


' 
} 
| 
Covers 
| 


Total 

Weeks Past Covers 

Band Hote} Played Week On Date 
Jack Fina .. Waldorf (400; $2) itso § CO Ee 

| Nat Brandwynne.. Roosevelt (400; $1.50-$2)........ 5 600 2,950 
| Henry Busse .....Statler (450; $1.50-$2).. 1,300 6,125 


eeeeeeee 5 
5 


Xavier Cugat Astor (850; $1.50-$2) 4,150 20,925 


74 days. oo 
Chicago 

Johnny Brewer (Swiss Chalet, Bismarck; $2 min.-$1 cover). 
Jane Watson and Jerry Austen h.o. another two weeks; 1,900 tabs. 
_ Eddy Howard (Beachwalk, Edgewater; $2 adm.). Lean 8,000 admis 
| sions due to cold eves and outdoor spot. 
| Frankie Masters (Boulevard Room, Stevens, 720; $3.50 min.-$1 cover). 
Ice Show and Masters, good 4,350 covers. 

Eddie O’Neal (Empire Room, Palmer House, 500; $2.50 min.-$1 cover). 
Janet Blair & Blackburn twins, bigger 3,800 covers. 

Bill Snyder (College Inn, Sherman, 500; $3.50 min.), “Salute” series 
strong as ever; 3,750 tabs. 


Location Jobs, Not in Hotels 


‘ (Chicago) 

Cee Davidson (Chez Paree, 500; $3.50 min.-$1 cover). Danny Thomas 
and Fran Warren. Capacity 6,000 tabs. 

Jimmy Featherstone (Trianon, $1-$1.15 adm.). 
but still okay 10,400 admissions. 

Buddy Moreno (Blackhawk, 500; $2.50 min.). 
covers. 

Griff Williams (Aragon, $1-$1.15 adm.). 
admissions. 


Betty 








Cold wave nicked, 
Holding well at 2,200 


Local fave steady at 11,200 


Los Angeles 
Eddie Fitgpatrick (Ambassador, 900; $1.50). 
and Mary Healy. Fifth week, 3,350 covers. 
Chuck Foster (Biltmore, 900; $1.50). Fourteenth week, 2,200 covers. 
Ted Fio Rito (Beverly Hills, 300; $4 min.). Lower 580 covers. 


With Peter Lind Hayes 


; (Los Angeles) 
Ray Robbins (Aragon, Santa Monica; 6th wk.). 
Lawrence Welk (Palladium B., Hollywood; Ist week). 
admissions. j 
Benny Strong (Casino Gardens, Santa Monica; 5th week) (five nights), 
good 6,000 admissions. 


6,300 admissions. 
Good 12,600 


— 


Offices will be housed im 





NBC Thesaurus Switch Victor’s new downtown, N. * 
| Title of NBC’s Thesaurus and headquarters. 


Victor artists and repertoire per 


Syndicated Progr 
1 ee has been sonnel will handle musical record 
changed to the RCA Recorded Pro- jing for the program service, for 
Pro 


merly done independently. 
gram disks will be supervised DY 
Herbert H. Wood, who moved ove 
from NBC with the organization 


grams Services. Revision was made 
| coincidental to the moveover of the 
| Thesaurus last week from NBC to 
, RCA-Victor’s Custom Record Divi- 
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Here’s a familiar old friend with readymade public 
acceptance for retailers, coin-ops and jocks! It’s the 
7 powerful BLUEBIRD label ... the “starmaker” label that’s 


: famous for riding up-and-coming talent to the top. 

: | the label that “discovered” such immortals as Glenn 
Miller, Artie Shaw, Spike Jones, Freddy Martin, and zoomed 
them to fame! COUNT ON BLUEBIRD AGAIN FOR 

mn, ) THE BIG HITS AND TOP QUALITY... PRICED TO PULL! 

















Swell new 
You're Breaking My Heart RALPH FLANAGAN AND HIS “Hello, Hello!” MAIN STREET STRING BAND 
: di ORCHESTRA ‘ VOCAL REFRAIN BY THE BAND 
8 You’re So Understanding VOCAL REFRAIN, HARRY PRIME Golden Slippers 30-0005 
30-0001 
RALPH FLANAGAN AND HiS Why Don’t You Haul Off and 
It All Depends On You ORCHESTRA — JESSE ROGERS AND 
The Wedding of Lili Marlene VOCAL REFRAIN, HARRY PRIME HIS ‘49ers 
30-0002 Mind Your Own Business 33-0001 


Hop-Scotch Polka 





ELLA LOGAN WITH ORCHESTRAL 
— The Story of Annie Laurie ACCOMPANIMENT 
“ , 30-0003 
,Ss OM Joe Louis CAB CALLOWAY AND HIS 
iain Your Voice _ CAB DRIVERS 
Covers 30-0004 
n Date 
1,800 
2,950 
6,125 
20,925 











.. | Recent HeSagls Somtofe Multaly 


dmise Let’s Take An Old-Fashioned Album only $369 | Album only $26? 











Walk 
over). a ee ; Featuring Al Goodman and vocal stars! Al Goodman and Orchestra with famous voices! 
(Just One Way To Say) JOHNNY BRADFORD Also available on sing!es! All on singles tool! 
over). Love You 31-0010 
A Cock-Eyed Optimist Little Fish In A Big Pond 
series ~ ‘ ro a In Heaven JACK pesgeneo This Nearly Was Mine 31-0001 Give Me Your Tired, Your Poor 31-0005 
oom Full of Roses ° 
f Some Enchanted Evening Let's Take An Old-Fashioned Walk 
Twenty Four Hours © Younger Than Springtime 31-0002 You Can Have Him 31-0006 
career a There Is Nothin’ Like A Dame Homework 
| 1 | Time 3)-0011 ere othi i 
romes Now! Now! Now! (Is me ane A Wonderful Guy 31-0003 (Just One Way To Say) | Love You 
a its pigeon Bali Ho’i Paris Wakes Up And Smiles 
icked, oe Sn CREVE Fm I’m Gonna Wash That Man Only For Americans! 
9 Hadacol Boogie JESSE ROGERS (Right Out-o My Hair) Album BN-4 
—- Country Boy 32-0001 Album BN-3 31-0004 
11,200 Wedding Bells JESSE ROGERS 
Tennessee Polka 32-0002 as : ; 
FREDDIE HAMILTON Ail prices are suggested list, subject to change without ~~ 
Trouble Blues JOHN BOY WILSON notice, exclusive of local toxes. Prices do not include Fed- wag 
Hayes Little Girl Don’t Cry 35-0001 eral Excise tax. 
overs. 
“THE RECORDS THAT MAKE THE STARS” 
S. 
12,600 
ights), 
ed in 
YY. 
cod KCK] 
ecord: UG, OK 
>, for- made 
pro 
ed by DIVISION OF RADIO CORPORATION OF AMERICA, CAMDEN, N. J 
4 over 


tion. 
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Survey of retail sheet music 
sales, based on reports obtained 
from leading stores in 12 cities 
and showing comparative sales 
rating for this and last week. 





VARIETY 











National 
Rating 





This Last 


wk. wk. 
l 

9 
; g 
4 4 
“5A 10 
5B 6 
6 9 
7 5 
8 5 
. 
io. 14. 
1] 14 
\ 
-_ 7 





“Lucky Old Sun’ 





Week Ending | 
Sept. 3 | 


Title and Publisher 


“Enchanted Evening” (W'mson) 
“Breaking My Heart” 
“Room Full of Roses” (Hill-Range) 


“Qld Fashioned Walk” (Berlin) 


Algonquin) 


“Someday” (Duchess) 
“Maybe It’s Because” 
“1 Love You” (Berlin) 
~ “Yes in Your Eyes” 
~ “Again” 


B.V.C.) 


(Remick) 
(Robbins) 

“Bali Ha’t” (Williamson) 

“94 Hrs. of Sunshine” (Witmark) 
“The Hucklebuck” (United) 


’ (Robbins) 


“Now That I Need You” (Famous) 


York, MDS 


— - New 


bt 


-_ 
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10 
~ 9 





ww 
| | 


Fisher 


Carl 


Chicago, 


a op on 











3 
§ © | 
= a 
roy 
Eis | 8 
a 0 |W | 
=2i2/| ve | 
9 |4| 2] 
| wv Phe = 
Elz /s 
a]\F& 
(212i 
o | - 
on - 1 
sig = 
¢jie| e@ 
oi\a|™ 
21m le 
| I 1 
10 4 5 
2 2 
6 2 
5 4 
8 x 6 : 
3. 8 
7 a 10 
6 3 
9 5 y 
10 
4 7 


San Francisco, Pacific Coast Music 
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COL. HAVING TROUBLE Cap Gets Exclusive 


ON COAST QUARTERS 


Columbia 


Hollywood, Sept. 6 


Records has become 


None but © 
plaved over the 


‘alr 


Sacramento 
ipitol Records will be 
amplifiers at Cali 
opening 
davs 


Sept 


6. 


here 


Cap singers Margaret 


something of a waif out here as saa State 
far as office space is concerned Sept. 11 for 11 
and hereafter will rent quarters In return 

in indie waxing works. Four dif- Whiting 


used by 
other, by 
1o video 
ing 

Ben 
however. 


ferent CBS studio sites have been 
the 
all been preempted, one after an- 
the parent companys 
studio 
autumnal 
Selvin 


men, Jimmy 
lahel, but these have ette, Tex 
due 

reeds and return- - 
raclo programs Tommy 
continues on Coast 


gens and Smokey 
appear for one-night stands. 


Jack Smith 
Wakely, 
Williams 


Valando, 
head, out of hospital and okay atte1 
kidney operation. 





At Cal. State Fair 


Brill Bldg. Prez 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 








The Sports- 
Smiley Burn- 


Deuce 


Laurel 


Sprig- 
Rogers will each 


Music 
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RCA VICTOR Bihid 


THE DAYS OF GREAT BANDS ARE BACK 


ANAGAN 


AND HIS ORCHESTRA 





— Continued from page 4l 


the Broadway 


tuners played 


street outside 
houses where hit 

Included in his collection are 
more than 300 original editions 
of tunes Dy Victor Herbert, Irv- 
ing Berlin, Sigmund Romberg, 
George Gershwin and other com 
posers from 1900-1930. Items of 
which Brill particularly proud 
are complete sets of the hits of 
both the first and second “Garrick 
Gaieties” by Richard Rodgers and 
Lorenz Hart 

His musical 
historic ard 
feels. Covers 
Fanny Brice 
Washington Square”’ 
Lewis doing “When My 
Smiles at Me.’ Composer 
the YMCA” listed 
Berlin. 

Another part of Brill’s. little 
musee consists of three volumes 
recently discovered in the attic of 
his grandmother's Connecticut 
home and dating back to the Civil 
War period. His grandmother, 
Rose Mayer, had ali her piano se 
lections bound. In an excellent 
state of preservation, they make 
an interesting exhibit of the hit 
parade of the 1850’s and 1860's, 
when arrangements were complex, 
printing was artistically decorated 
and the popular dances were qua- 


is 


both 
Brill 
instance, 

of 
Ted 

Zaby 
of “In 
Sergeant 


miscellany has 
nostalgic value, 
show, for 
plugging “Rose 


and 


1S as 


|drilles, waltzes, polkas and galops. 


In those days, Brill says, many 
cleffers had patrons. judging from 
the dedication of selections, par- 
ticularly those composed abroad, 
to royalty. Today’s writers, of 
course, are concerned with a dif- 
ferent kind of royalty. 

Included in the tomes are copies 
of “Come Home Father” (1864). 
“Home Sweet Home” (1854), and 
other songs which are still popu- 
lar. One tune, “Tam O'Shanter” 
(1852). has the notation that. it 
sold 500,000 copies—a hit in any 
era. There may not have been 
contact men in those days, but 
“You Naughty, Naughty Men” is 
inscribec “Composed for and sung 


by Miss Millie Cavendish in ‘The 
Black Crook’ in Niblo’s Garden” 
and “Do Not Mingle One Human 
Feeling” (1850) has a fetching 
etching of Jenny Lind on the 
cover. 

Some of the business firms rep 
resented in the century-old col 
lection are still around. including 
G. Schirmer and Knabe. Publish- 
ing was not as centralized as it 
is today Brill finds. with outfits 


in Philly, Boston and Chi. as well 


as New York, putting out many 
of the tures. However. the nu- 
cleus of a Tin Pan Alley was 
growirg — on New York’s Union 
Square. 

Brill, a member of the Stock 
| Exchange, has no commercial in- 
|terest in the musie business, but 
he has written two songs, both 
publishec by Mills. “Every Mo- 
ment” is a pop ballad and “Pick 


Up Your Knitting” was composed 
to aid Bundles for Britain just 
before Pearl Harbor, 


$$$ 


Inside Orchestras—Music 


Carl Fischer music company denies reports that it is starting a project 


to service its customers by taking radio programs off the air on 
Playing records, in cooperation with Wagner-Nichols, manufactur 
Deal had been proposed to the 
department but not approved by the company’s execs. 


a new L-P recording device. 


Long- 
ers of 
record 
Wagner-Nichols, 


however, plans to carry through the plan on its own through a mail. 


order sales campaign. 


Mills Music states it has not been served with papers in a suit 
volving the song, “Down By the Station,” which it published earlier 
Abner Greenberg, who claimed to be legally represe 
Larry Stamps, writer of a tune titled “Said the Little Train.” 


this year. 


in- 


nting 
which 


Milts took for publication last year after it won an amateur songwriter 


contest at Hollywood Bowl, says the action against Mills was Started 
Mills hasn’t 


by the serving of papers. But 


gotten them. 
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Legends and other basic background infyurmation, attendant to the compilation 
and presentation, appeared in the Oct. 6, 1948, issue when the Variety Song 


Cavalcade started publication serially 
clipped and filed for future reference. 


it is suggested that these installments be 


Attention is hereby called to the fact that this material is copyrighted and may not 


be reproduced either wholly or in part. 


1929—Continued 


Satisfied! w., Irving Caesar. m., 
Cliff Friend. Leo Feist, Inc., cop 
1929 

Serenade of Love (Nina Rosa). 
W Irving Caesal m Sigmund 
Romberg. Harms, Inc., cop. 1929 

Seventh Heaven (Film: Little 
Pal). w.. m., Al Jolson, Bud G. De- 
Sylva, Lew Brown and Ray Hen- 
derson. DeSylva, Brown & Hen- 
derson, Inc., cop. 1929 Successol 


Pub., Crawford Music) 

She’s Such a Comfort to Me 
(Wake Up and Dream). w., m., Cole 
Porter. Harms, Inc., cop. 1929 

A Ship Without a Sail (Heads 
Up!). w., Lorenz Hart. m., Richard 
Rodgers. Harms, Inc., cop. 1929 

Should I (film: Lord Byron of 
Broadway). Arthur Freed m 


Nacio Herb Brown. Robbins Music 
Corp., cop. 1929 by Metro-Goldwyn- 
Mayer Musie Corp.; assigned 1929 
to Robbins Music Corp. 

Singin’ in the Bathtub (Show of 


Shows). w., m., Herb Magidson 
Ned Washington and Michael H 
Cleary. M, Witmark & Sons, cop 
1929. 

Singin’ in the Rain (film: Holly- 
wood Revue of 1929). w., Arthur 
Freed m., Nacio Herb Brown 
Robbins Music Corp., cop. 1929 by 


Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Corp 


Song of the Bayou. Piano solo 
m., Rube Bloom. Leo Feist, Inc., 
cop. 1929. 


The Song of the Shirt (film: The 
Rogue Song). w., Clifford Grey. m., 
Herbert Stothart. Robbins Music 
Corp., cop. 1929 by Metro-Goldwyr- 
Mayer Corp. 

S’posin’. w., Andy Razaf. m., 
Paul Denniker. Triangle Music 
Pub. Co., Inc., cop. 1929. (Suecces- 
sor Pub., Mayfair Music.) 


Star Dust. w., Mitchell Parish. 


~ m., Hoagy Carmichael. Mills Music, 


Inc., cop. 1929. 
Sunny Side Up (film: Sunny Side 


Up). w., m., Bud G. DeSylva, Lew 
Brown & Henderson, Inc., cop. 
1929. (Successor Pub., Crawford 


Music). 

There’s Danger in Your Eyes, 
Cherie! (film: Puttin’ on the Ritz). 
w., m., Harry Richman, Jack Mes- 
kill and Pete Wendling. Irving 
Berlin, Inc., cop. 1929. (Successor 
Pub., Bourne, Inc.). 

Tip Toe Thru <~‘e Tulips With 
Me (film: Gold Diggers of Broad- 
way). w., Al Dubin. m., Joe Burke. 
M. Witmark & Sons, cop. 1929. 

True Blee Lou (film: The Dance 


of Life). w., m., Sam Coslow, Leo 
Robin and Richard A. Whiting. 
famous Music Corp., c’,. 1929. 


Turn on the Heat (film: Sunny 
Side Up). w.. m.. B. G. DeSylva, 
Lew Brown and Rav Henderson. 
DeSylva, Brown and Henderson, 
Inc., %p. 1929. (Successor Pub., 
Crawford Music) 

Two American 
Nocturne; (2) March. 
m., Thomas’ Griselle 
Music Corp., cop. 1929 

Underneath the Russian Moon. 
w., James Kendis and Frank Sam- 
uels. m., Meyer Gusman. Kendis 
Gusman & Samuels, Inc., cop. 1929. 
(Successor Pub., Remick Music). 

Weary River (film: Weary River). 
w., Grant Clarke m., Louis Sil- 
vers. Irving Berlin, Inc., cop. 1929. 
‘Successor Pub., Bourne, Inc.). 

Wedding Bells are Breaking Up 
That Old Gang of Mine. w., Irving 
Kahal and Willie Raskin. m., Sam- 
my Fain. Waterson, Berlin & Sny- 
der Co., cop. 1929. (Successor Pub., 
Mills Music). 

The Wedding of the Painted 
‘Doll (introduced in film: Broadway 


Sketches—(1) 
Piano solo. 
Robbins 


Melody). w Arthur Freed m., 
Nacio Herb Brown, San F1 nciSsco; 
Sherman, Clay & Co., cop. 1929. 
When I’m Looking at You (film: 
The Rogue Song). M Clifford 
Gre in., Herbert Stothart Rob- 
bins Musie Corp., cop. 1929 by 


Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Corp 


When It’s Springtime. 
Rockies. w., Mary Hale Woolsey 
ind Milton Taggart m Robert 
Sauet San Francisco; Villa Moret 
Inc., cop. 1929 

When the Organ Played at Twi- 
light. w., Raymond Wailace. m., 
James Campbell and Reginald Con- 
nelly. 


in the 


’ 


Santly Bros., cop. 1929 by 
Campbell, Connolly & Co., Ltd., 
London; assigned 1930 to Santly 
Bros. (Successor Pub., Santly-Joy) 

Why (Sons O’ Guns). w., m., 
Benny Davis, J. Fred Coots and 
Arthur Swanstrom. Davis, Coots & 
Engel, Inc., cop. 1929. (Successor 
Pub., Words & Music). 

Why Can’t I (Spring Is Here). 
w., Lorenz Hart. m., Richard Rodg- 
ers. Harms, Inc., cop. 1929 


Why Was I Born (Sweet Adeline), 
w.,-Osear Hammerstein, 2nd. m., 
Jerome Kern. T. B. Harms Co.,, 
cop. 1929. 

With a Song in My Heart (Spring 
Is Here). w., Lorenz Hart m., 
Richard Rodgers. Harms, Inc., cop. 
1929. 

Without a Song (Great Day). w., 


William Rose and Edward FEliscu. 
m., Vineent Youmans. Vincent 
Youmans, Ine., cop. 1929. (Succes- 


sor Pub., Miller Music.) 

The Woman in the Shoe (film: 
Lord Byron of Broadway). w., 
Arthur Freed. m., Nacio Herb 
Brown. Robbins Music Corp., cop. 
1929 by Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer. 

Wonderful You. w., Jack Mes- 
kill and Max Rich. m., Pete Wend- 
ling. Waterson, Berlin & Snyder 
Co., cop. 1929. (Successor Pub, 
Mills Music). 

You Do Something to Me (Fifty 


Million Frenchmen). w., m., Cole 

Porter. Harms, Inc., cop. 1929 
You Don’t Know Paree (fifty 

Million Frenchmen). w., m., Cole 


Porter. Harms, Inc., cop. 192). 
Yours Sincerely (Spring Is Here). 
w., Lorenz Hart. m., Richard Rodg- 
ers. Harms, Inc., cop. 1929. 
Zigeuner (Bitter Sweet). w., ™, 
Noel Coward. London: Chappell 
& Co., Lid., cop. 1929. 
(Continued next week) 
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N.Y. LOCAL 802 BY-LAW | 
MEETING DUE MON. (12) 


New York Local 802's (American 
Federation of Musicians) annual 
bvlaws meeting comes up Monday 
( 12) at Town Hall, N. Y. There are 
close to 50 new resolutions sub- 


mitted for consideration, some of 
which are repeat entries defeated 
Jast year. Among the more possi- 
ble resolutions is one that would 
increase the annual membership 
dues. another would boost the 
iocal’s tax on member-jobs from 
the current 1° to 2, perhaps 3°%. 

Another resolution, also defeated 
last year, asks that the local’s ex- 
ecutive board provide for “register- 
of Local 802 members during 
full month of October prior to 
always occur in 
December. Another requests that 
802’s_ official journal report the 
votes of members of the executive 
and trial boards on any given ques- 
tion. Another proposes that regu- 
lar membership meetings occur in 
the evenings (8 o'clock) every 
second month, with alternate meet- 
ings conducted in the afternoon 
(3:30), giving musicians with vary- 
ing work hours opportunity to at- 
tend. 

Still another, base 
ficulty of getting jobs, demands 
that members who are working 
notify the local’s secretary at once 
when they receive discharge no- 
tices, and that the notices be placed 
on 802’s bulletin board, enabling 
other members to bid for the open- 
ing post. If a musician terminat- 
ing a job privately tips off fellow 
members or agencies that a job is 
opening, before advising the secre- 


mo 
ALi 
the 
t 


lections, which 


1 on the dif- 


tary, he’s liable to a $300 fine. 
That’s in relation to the long- 
argued “catering” situation. 





Tiny Irvin of Pittsburgh, left for 
New York last week to join Dizzy 
Gillespie as his featured vocalist. 





———— SD 


YOU CAN’T LOSE 
A BROKEN HEART 


MISSION BELLS 
and WISHIN’ WELLS 
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JESSE GREER 


| It's Music By 
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Yesterday's 


FLAPPERELTE 


FRANKIE CARLE. 


(Mills Music) 


a 














~ THROUGH A LONG 
AND SLEEPLESS NIGHT 


From 20th Century-Fox's 
“COME TO THE STABLE" 
recorded by 
..Hi-Tone 


ALAN DALE............ 
ViC DAMONE 


Biil FARRELL 
PEGGY LEE ....... 
VERA LYNN ........ 
DINAH SHORE . 
CLAUDE THORNHILL 


Capitol 
.london 
Columbia 
Victor 











The American Love Song 


| CAN'T GIVE YOU 
ANYTHING BUT 
LOVE, BABY 


Music by... 
JIMMY McHUGH 
MILLS MUSIC 
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On the 


New York 


Jean Burke new assistant to D. 
H. Toiller-Bond, general manager 
of London Records Norman 
Brokenshire marked two years on 
“Melody Time,” disk jockey pro- 
gram on NBC, Sept. 1... Ravens 
go into Paramount theatre, N. Y. 
Oct. 16... Tommy Dorsey orches- 
tra back east, at Albany theatre. 
. Sidney Goldstein in music 
business for himself on Coast .. . 
Sammy Kaye’s promotioner, Dick 
Linke, got grass-skirted gal from 
Lexington hotel, N. Y. Hawaiian 
Room, to visit disk jocks and pre- 
sent them with cans of Dole Pine- 
apple to plug Kaye’ Ss new RCA- 
Victor disking, “Hawaiian Sunset.” 

Lew Dreyer, attorney son of 
Dave Dreyer, now in biz for him- 
self... Joe Glaser, Associated 
Booking head, in San Francisco 
on biz. 


Hollywood 


Leighton Noble orch booked into 
the Rice hotel, Houston. opening 
Oct. 24... Lawrence Welk band. 
now at the Palladium, gets $3,000 
weekly and a split on all admission 


Upbeat 


‘coin over $8,500 per stanza... 
Jack Cathcart directed the orches- 
tra for Gene Mann’ s Greek theatre 
production of “Girl Crazy.” Jaye 
Rubanoff, regular baton waver, was 
busy prepping the musie for “Car- 
men Jones,’ which bowed in Mon- 
day (5) Benny Strong orch 
slicing four sides for Capitol. 
Tommy Dorsey band will open 
annual Baton Rouge festival Nov. 
17, staying for four-day stand at 
flat $13,000 . . . King Cole combo 
signatured for three frames at 
N. Y.’s Bop City, starting Oct. 27 
. . Lionel Hampton band doing a 
musical short at U-I for producer 
Will Cowan .. . Jan Garber band 
goes into Trianon ballroom, Chi, 
Nov. 1 for two five-day weeks at 
$3,000 per. Garber then moves to 
Claridge, Memphis, opening Nov. 
15 at $3,750 weekly and 50°% split 
over that figure from covers . — 
Milt Jackson has replaced Terry 
Gibbs on the vibes in Wood Her- 
man's band . Harry James wil] 
do five weeks at the Palladium 
Starting Nov. 22... Eddie Le 
Baron has turned entrepreneur by 
signing deal with Avaden ballroom 
to supply three bands for week- 
ends, his own Chuy Reyes’ and 


| Jose Pablo’s. 


|and keep 50° 


He'll pay off orchs | 


of the gross. 





| Pittsburgh 


Bobby 


Unrath took over 


Carl Debberthine’s orch at Johnny 


Brown's Club. 


Korn Kobblers 


booked for Bill Green’ Ss next week 
(16) . . . Max Adkins’ band will 


play Betttr 


Homes Exposition at 
West View Park Sept. 


17-25 . 


Count Basie set for one- nighter at 


Savoy 


ballroom 


Friday (9) 


Mare Sebastian into Monte Carte 


along with 3 Riffs. . 


Will Hansen 
formed agence 


musical units . 


. Bandleaders 

and Wes Parker 
y to sell and exploit 
Bob Carter into 


Ankara Monday (12) for two weeks. 





Chicago 


Eddy 


Howard cut 


20 sides for 


Mercury behind closed doors, with 


diskery 


Lionel Hamp 
Canada, Sept. 
dian one-nig 
Sept. 24 

over 
kee, to Sept. 


jazz instrumentalist. 
tasia of the Unconscious,” 


planning 
promotions for the 


at Continental Club. 


some surprise 
outfit 
ton set for Calgary, 
19, continuing Cana- 
hters to Winnipeg, 
Herbie Fields held 
Milwau- 
18... Max Miller, 
penned ‘Fan- 
modern 


symphonic piece that concert pian- 
ist Harold Leigh will use on his 


fall tour. 


late 


MARKS MUSIC’S MANY 
HITS VIA BMI ROSTER 


Editor, VARIETY: 


The story headed: FOR THE 
FIRST TIME IN ITS 9 YEARS, 
BMI AFFILIATES BIG IN SHEET’ 
DISK SALES, is a most interest. 


ing one and to us, who are affiliat. 
ed with BMI, ulat 


| 


very gratifying, 

It errs in my opinion, however, 
‘in intimating that this is the first 
|that BMI tunes have beer pres. 
inently reported on the best seller 
lists. 


I need only point to such Marks 


new hits or successful revivals as 
“Paper Doll,” “Poinciana,” “Ama. 
pola,” “There'll Be Some Changes 
Made,” “Yours,” “I Wonder Who's 
Kissing Her Now,” “All Dressed 
Up With a Broken Heart,” “Ballin’ 


the Jack,” “Miami Beach Rhumba.” 
“He’s i-A in the Army” and the 
currently in vogue “In the Good 
Old Summer Time,” all of them 
definitely popular since we affilia- 
ated ourselves with BMI in 1941. 
Nor does VARIETY 
growth and 


mention the 
importance of such 
semi-concert works as Lecuona’s 
‘“Malaguena” and numerous others, 
which we are privileged to license 
through BMI. 

The article mentioned not only 
current hits, but certain BMI songs 
that are shaping up nicely. Modesty 
forbids my mentioning. any from 
out catalog in the latter category, 
I think this would come under the 
head of advertising anyway. 


However, just for the record, I 
would greatly appreciate your run- 
ning either this letter or a digest 
of it. 

Herbert E. Marks. 





Eddie Talbert will return to Chi- 
cago Music men’s row in October, 
following a vacation in California. 
Talbert may continue with Para- 
mount and Famous when he re- 
turns. His reported resignation 
was actually a sick leave. 








ALL TIME POPS 
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Atlantic City Amusement-Spending 


Seen Exceeding Summer of 1348 FY 


City, Sept. 6. 


weekend 


Atlantic 

With the Labor Day 
over, indications are that amuse- 
ment-spending here this summer 
exceeded last year al this famed 
seasid2 resort. 

The Atlantic City racetrack re- 
ports 312.235 players bet $25.671 
730 at the track in 21 days of the 
45-day meet. Here attendance is 
up 20,789 while the handle is 
down $815,922. 

“Tececapades,” which bowed out 
Sunday night (4) after a six-week 
stand in the Convention hall, re- 
vealed it was the most successful 
run the company has had here. 

Steel Pier continues this and 
next week. Kitty Kallen came into 
vaude theatre yesterday (5) while 
Tony Pastor’s band is in the Ma- 
rine ballroom. Next week, starting 
Monday (12), it will be Bud Swee- 


ney at thee Pier, while Larry 
Green will be in the ballroom. 
Burlesque at the Globe folded 


after one of its best seasons fol- 
lowing the show last night. 

Resort did top business over the 
three-day Labor day weekend with 
the Hotel Assn.’s Housing Bureau 
reporting a complete sellout of ac- 
commodations. Weather was clear, 
but temperatures remained in the 
low 70’s, while wind from the 
south cut beach crowd. 

A number of spots continue for 
another week before getting into 
fall stride, hoping pageant crowds 
will boom business. 


The “Miss America” beauty 
pageant i re biz thing here this 
week, with some 52 girls from all | 
sections of the nation and as far | 


away as Hawaii competing for the 
title won last year by Bebe Shopp. 
Besides the $5,000 scholarship of- 
fered as first prize. last year’s win- 
ner is reputed to have made $50,- 
000 out of the title. 

No TV and ro broadcasts will 
be the order this vear, the excep- 
tion being on Saturday night, 
when the entire program will be 
aired locally. There are no facili- 
ties here for TV. Pageant officials 
say that attendance was hit by 
the broadcasts. Saturday night is 
a sellout anyway. 


RKO MAY BRING BACK 
ROAD UNITS TO PALACE 


RKO is mulling bringing back 
its road shows for a reprise at the 
New York Palace. First touring 
unit, which has been on the road 
about 10 weeks, is already set to 
come into that house Sept. 22. Re- 
turn will be ballyhooed by a ‘“‘na- 
tional vaudeville week.” which has 
already been endorsed by James 
C. Petrillo, head of the American 
Federation of Musicians, and 
Richard F. Walsh, president of the 
International Alliance of Theatri- 
cal Stage Employees. 

Unit comprises Berk and Hallow, 
The Chords, Fanny and Kitty Wat- 
son, Hammond’s Birds, Mack, Russ 
and Owen, Wally Brown, Dolinoff 
and Raya Sisters and Pat Rooney. 
Package will be heavily advertised 
“as the show which brought back | 
vaudeville to the road.” RKO has 
One other unit on the road and is | 
completing two others. 

The RKO units start at the N. Y. 
Palace, then tour. 








Greater American Shows 
In Experiment With Icer 


Minneapolis, Sept. 6. 

“Greater American Shows,” now 
on the Minnesota State Fair mid- 
Way, is experimenting with an ice- 
skating layout. Show has been 
Staged by Everett McGowan, who 
has had several small ice shows 
out playing hotels and clubs. Pres- 
ent show comprises 10 skaters. 

If the venture proves successful 
t the comparatively small scale, 
hy be expanded and made into 
€ Royal American Shows’ lead- 
ng attraction next season. For the 
er two seasons the headline of- 

ring has been girl shows topped, 
successively, by Sally Rand and 
Gypsy Rose Lee. 
sen tem is to keep the rink fro- 
t or 10 days because the hot 
ent is hard on it. 





ry 
Jersey Reefer Rap 
Holds Cafe Emcee 
Philadelphia, Sept. 6 
Federal narcotics men and Cam 
den County detectives raided the 
Town Tavern, Delair, N. J.. and 
arrested the emcee for alleged pos 
session and sale of reefers. 
Town Tavern is 
dore Bushkoff, 


owned by Isa- 
who was not impli- 
cated in the raid. The spot pre- 
sents a sepia tab show, billed as 
“Creole Burlesk.” The emcee, who 
police alleged sold them marijuana, 
is Jon E. Sanford, known profes- 
sionally as Red Foxx. Sanford’s 
wife, Evelyn, and Mrs. Mary F. 
Fowler, who operates the club’s 
kitchen concession with Mrs. San- 
ford, were also taken into custody. 

Two entertainers were also held, 
Rosetta Davis, 24, singer, and 
Ruth Mosee, 47, pianist. Sanford’s 
car was impounded after’ the 
agents reported finding two 
pounds of “cut” marijuana in the 
trunk and a couple of knives in the 
glove compartment. 

The entertainer was quoted as 
saying he bought the marijuana in 
Newark and had packed the cig- 
arets himself. 





‘Op’ry’ Unit Trying 
To Cash in On NY. 


“Grand Ole Op’ry,” 
high-grosser on the rural circuits, 
is trying to crash Broadway. Agent 
Charlie Yates is now submitting 
this cornfest to Broadway vaud- 
filmers on the theory that there’s 
now a terrific audience for hayseed 
presentations in the major cities 

Metropolitan acceptance of hill- 
billy entertainment is seen by the 
fact that Ernest Tubbs successfully 
played Carnegie Hall, N. Y., most 


a perennial 


of*the major networks feed rustic | 


| revelry into the N. Y. stations, and 
the square dances in Central Park 
have consistently drawn overflow 
crowds. 


In addition, square dances have | 


been successful in N. Y. niteries. 
The Village Barn and the Iceland 
feature country games and dances. 
The square dance is also hitting 
the swank spots. The Cotillion 
room of the Pierre hotel, which 
opens for the season Sept. 20, will 
feature backwoods terping three 
evenings weekly. The policy was 


tried last May and clicked. 

The “Grand Ole Op’ry” unit 
will have a company headed by 
Ernest Tubbs, Minnie Pearl and 


Hank Williams. Emanating from 
WSM, Nashville, it periodically 
goes on tour without interruption 
of its network broadcasts. 





Judy Canova Heads 
N. Y. State Fair Bill 


Syracuse, Sept. 6. 

| Judy Canova, with her Holly- 
/wood troupe, is heading the variety 
‘attractions at the current New York 
State Fair. Judy is playing a Mon- 
day-thru-Thursday date as featured 
entertainer at the horse 
Working with her are The Dan- 
woods, apache team; Woodie and 
Bobbie, rollerskaters, and Helene 
and Howard, comedy dancers. 

Over in front of the grandstand, 
George A. Hamid has a seven-act 
vaude show. Billed are the Bar- 
retts and the Carrolls, both aerial 
teams; Sharkey the Seal, the 
viants, tramp tumblers; Goetschi 
Twins, bike riders, and Al Gordon 
and His Dogs. Joe Basile’s band is 
backing the turns. 

On the thrill side are 
Horan, Jack Kochman and 
stunt drivers. A giant 
Strates midway grinds day and 
night. Windup fair-week draw will 
be the traditional 100-mile dirt 
‘track auto races Saturday. 


show. 


“Trish” 
their 


James | 


TABLOID LE 
TT) UPBEAT 


The vaudeville field 


Li 











will have a 


greater variety of formats this 
year now that the eight-act policy 
has proven successful and the tab- 
ioid versions of legit shows are be- 
ing tried Latter format is mak- 


ing its debut at the 
late this month or early October 
Possibilities are that enough shows 
will come through to give vaudfilm 
operators the widest choice in 
years. 

The Broadway Strand has al- 
ready booked “High Button Shoes” 
and is now negotiating for ‘“‘Make 
Mine Manhattan.” In _ addition, 
agent Charlie Yates, of the Asso- 
ciated Booking Corp., is dickering 
for vaudeville rights to ‘Bloomer 
Girl,” “Annie, Get Your Gun” and 
others. Yates is also lining up a 
series of colored legiters for pres- 
entation in the Negro houses 
among them “Anna Lucasta,” 
“Deep Are the Roots” ard ‘“‘They 
Shall Not Die.” If deals are 
summated on the Negro plays, 
route uld possibly encompass a 
layout starting at the Apollo, N. Y., 
and would go to Chicago, Phila- 
delphia, Baltimore, Pittsburgh, De- 
troit and other heavily populated 
Negro centers. 

In houses using the tab legiters, 
no jurisdictional tiffs are expected 
since precedent calls for any per- 
former workin? a vaude house to 
join American Guild of 
Artists. 
pected to protest this step inas- 
much as a protracted vaudeville 
route would help alleviate unem- 
ployment in the Equity field. 

The Strand run of “Shoes” 

(Continued on page 52) 


Strand, N. \} 


con- 


is ex- 


M-G's Radio City 
Policy for Its 
Empire, London 


London may get its first combi- 
nation film and stage presentation 
house in its history if current 
plans by Metro go through. Film 
company is planning a Radio City 
Music Hall, N. Y., type of show 
for its Empire theatre with a per- 





manent company which would 
have a ballet, symphony orches- 
tra, chorus as well as “outstanding 


acts.” Other 
houses in England are 
film. Starting date of this ven- 
ture hasn't been decided yet. 

Plans would be under the di- 
rection of Sam Eckman, Jr., who 
is in charge of Metro’s British op- 
erations. 

Step has been taken because of 
the popularity of major filmusicals 
in England, and it’s planned to 
further capitalize on the draw of 
the musicals with augmented 
stagesbows. Booking of U. S. talent 
for this house are unlikely. 


BIZ SOCKO WITH IST 
VAUDE, S’CUSE REPEATS 


Syracuse, Sept. 6. 
Encouraged by socko business 





with their opening vaude show 
here last month, Schine’s Para- 
mount has booked a second unit 


to open Tuesday, Sept. 13. 

Eight-act bill is headed by Pal- 
lenberg’s Bears, direct from To- 
ronto Exposition, with support 
including Jan Risko and Nina, 
Chester Fredericks & Co., Pat Hill 
and Larry Delma, Bud Harris and 
Frank Radcliff, Wallis and Carroll, 
and the Three Aerial Lowneys. 
Miles Bell will m.c. 





Reopen Youngstown Burley 
Youngstown, O., Sept. 6. 
The Park. Youngstown burlesque 
house, opened for the season Fri- 
i day (2). 


Variety | 
Actors Equity is not ex- | 


stage presentation | 
without | 


IDER VARIETY FOR VAUDERS 





FRITS Petrillo Bombshell at AGVA 


Brings Conjecture on Invasion 


By AFM of Other Talent Fields 


oe —— 


Springfield, Ill., Cafe 
Using Giveaway Stunt 
Springfield, Ill., Sept. 6 
Giveaways, which have more or 
less been restricted to radio and 
television, and some small em- 
phasis in theatres, has reached the 


bistro field here in a big way. The 
Lake Club, operated by Hugo 
Giovagnoli, and which has been 
one of the heaviest users of name 
talent in the midwest, has gone 
over to free gifts to try and attract 
trade, including automobiles 
Women trade has almost doubled, 


with many customers coming alone. 
Don Robey, orch at the former 
casino, plays “Tunes for Treasure” 
over local station for half hour 
each Sunday night, but there is no 
payoff for listeners. Howeyer, 
table- can give out with 
identification of tunes played 
Giovagneli spends about $1,000 
or more on gifts each week, with 
an auto as the erane tbc weekly. 


Sitters 


0&J Wind Up Expo 
Stand With Free Show 
After $4006 Taiie 


Toronto, Sept. 6 

For the first time since 1926, 
rain halted the grandstand show 
at the Canadian National Exhibi- 
tion Thursday (1) evening, this 
necessitating cash refunds or du- 
plicate locations via seat stubs for 
a special extra show which Olsen 


and Johnson will stage Tuesday 
evening (13). 

While CNE folds its fortnight’s 
run Saturday (10) midnight, O&J 


had already announced that entire 
company of some 200 people would 
lay over for a special benefit show 
in which all proceeds will go to a 


chosen charity which the cily 
fathers will select. This is a ges- | 
ture from the comics for that 


amazing $400,000 gros® they se- 
cured in advance. They will now 
hold over a second extra day for 
the benefit of those customers who 
were washed out 
night’s performance before the 
first half. Only those taking cash 
refunds were out-of-towners who 
would not be here Sept. 13. 


Ohio Continues Fight 
To Keep Jungle Inn Shut 


Columbus, Sept. 6. 

While state officials are going to 
try to close permanently the 
Mounds Club, swank Lake County 
nightclub and gambling casino 
near Painesville, O., they are con- 
tinuing their battle against the 
Jungle Inn, similar establishment 
near Youngstown. The Mounds 
Club. closed early in July follow- 
ing a raid by state agents, is re- 
ported undergoing repairs which 
would eliminate the alleged fire 





. hazards keeping the spot closed. 


Operators of the Jungle Inn, 
staggering under recent court de- 
cisions costing the spot about 
$40,000, have appealed the order 
of State Fire Marshal Harry J. 
Callan that the building be razed. 
Trumbull County Common Pleas 
Judge Lynn B. Griffith last week 
(2) ordered destroyed $35,000 
worth of gambling equipment 
taken from the Jungle Inn, includ- 
ing 100 slot machines confiscated 
Aug. 13, the day after the state 
liquor department raided the spot. 
He also fined 20 Jungle Inn em- 
ployees and operators $4,100 and 


costs, to be paid from $5,132 re- 
moved from the seized _ slot 
machines. 





GLENS FALLS RESUMES VAUDE 
Glens Falls. N. Y., Sept. 6. 
Vaudeville will return to the 
Rialto starting Friday, Sept. 23, 
after a summer hiatus. 
House orchestra will 
Rialto pit, directed by Gus Sieben 


'some 


on Thursday | 


be in the 


The James C 
of last week, 
the open the 
tiona 


Petrillo bombshell 
which brought into 
smouldering jurisdic- 
| problem of acts playing mu- 
sic, has brought a virtual state of 
panic into the variety fields 

Nitery operators are fearful that 
musicians may be pulled mome.i- 
tarily and thus force the spots to 
close Talent agencies are pan- 
icky about booking acts that use 
an instrument as part of their turn 
for fear of having their American 
Federation of Musicians license re- 
voked 
_ The AFM chieftain last week re- 
iterated his open warfare against 
the American Guild of Variety 
Artists when he announced he 
would start pulling musicians out 
of some 138 spots using acts. Pe- 
trillo stated that since this was a 
battle with AGVA, no medium us- 
ing AGVA personnel was immune, 
and his edict could 
tend to vaudeville 


Basic cause of the dispute was 
AGVA’'s forcing an AGVA mem- 
bership on Lee Norman, bandlead- 
er at the Regent theatre. N. Vis 
montas ago. He subsequent- 
ly demanded return of the $50 ini- 
tiation fee and was refused. Musi- 
cians were subsequently pulled and 
house has been with: ut stageshews 
since 


AFM. has, 


possibly ex- 
and television. 


meanwhile, been 


. pay- 
ing Norman as well as the other 
musicians in his band full salary. 


AGVA'’s position in that matter was 
iat Norman, by assuming the 
emcee chores, replaced an AGVA 
performer, Charlie Banks, who was 
the reguiar emcee there. 

This was the second dispute 
within a year between both unions. 
Other tiff came in Kansas City, 
where AGVA organizer Vince nt 
Lee ordered instrumentalists- sing- 
ers into the vaude union. Musi- 
cians were pulled and spots were 
closed for sometime, but AGVA 
capitulated. 


Petrillo demanded, as conditions 
to a settlement, return of Norman’s 
$50 fee, that all performers who 
use musical instruments 10°% of 
their playing time to join AFM 

(Continued on page 52) 


MOORE-LESSY BACK AT 
CIRO’S AFTER QUITTING 


Hollywood, Sept. 6. 

Patti Moore and Ben Lessy are 
due to return to Ciro’s here tomor- 
row night (7) after Music Corp. of 
America smoothed out difficulties 
over the weekend, following their 
being withdrawn by Sammy Lewis. 

Two days after they opened at 
Ciro’s here Miss Moore and 
Lessy quit Herman Hover’s nitery, 





by mutual agreement. Beef was 
over musical backing, with 
Lewis, team’s manager and Miss 


Moore’s husband, deciding to take 
a powder unless Hover acceded 
to his demands for an added 


| 


Jack Nye’s orch of eight men 
was unsuitable to Lewis. He asked 
for an extra trumpeter for some of 
the special material in the act. 
Hover brought one in from Bobby 
Ramo’s orch, which supplies the 


rhumba tunes at the nitery, but 
Lewis still wasn’t satisfied. Ee 
claimed later that “Hover didn't 


keep his promises.” 

Matty Malneck has been brought 
in to direct Nye’s band during the 
show, clearing up the situation. 





Pipe Berle’s Pipe! 
Hollywood, Sept. 6. 
Milton Berle turned up at the 
Orpheum vaude revival Wednes- 
day night (31) and later the same 
evening at Ciro’s for the Patti 
Moore-Ben Lessy opening, but 
without his usual cigar. He was 


smoking a pipe. 


Probably getting ready for a 
week at the Palladium in London. 
Or British pictures. 


MOTOR v9 
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Night Club Reviews 


(iro’s Hollywood 
Hollywood, Aug. 31. 

Patti Moore & Ben Lessy, Wal- 
ter Long. Jack Nye orch (8); 
$1.50-32 minimum 

After an absence of two years, 
Patti Moore and Ben Lessy have 
come back to the local nitery big 
time as a pair of positive enter- 
tainers w'th an act that is almost 
the perfect one for any hep bistro 
audience In their appearance here 
thev hav. proved themselves mas 


ters at burlesquing corn and a 
stimulating combination of how 


biz nostalgia and sharpness. 


Lessy is a facile comedian. His 
timing, in shifting from the pro 
jection of one character to an 


other, is expert. His lampooning 
of such folk as Dean Martin, Jerr) 


Lewis. Ezio Pinza, Jack Cole and 
Jose Iturbi is filled with unhinged 
fun and is enormously enhanced 
by his mobile clown’s tace A 


tough audience of professionals 
opening night wouldn’t let 
and Miss Moore off until they had 
worked for a _ solid hour. Lessy 
carries the act with a vast amount 
of energy and Miss Moore, with 
plenty of her own individuality, is 
a gay partner in their pleasant 
nonsense 

In their extensive repertoire 
there are no old, tired he and she 


Less\ 








jokes, only specially written fresh 
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COMEDY MATERIAL 
For All Branches of Theatricals 
FUN-MASTER 
‘The ORIGINAL Show-Biz Gag File” 
NOS. 1 to 30 @ $1.00 Ea. 


(Order in Sequence Oniy) 
—Special: First 13 Files for $10.00 
All (30 Files for $25.00 


@ 3 Bks. PARODIES $10 Per . 
@ MINSTREL BUDGET... 25.0 
@ HUMOR-DOR for Enmceees.. 
@ 3 Blackout Books aes 

eo all 3 Diff. Vols. 
Send for FREE info. on other material, 
No C.0.D's—Open Daily Incl. Sundays 
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200 W. 54th St., Dept. V, N. Y. 19 
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material by such writers as Jerry 
Seelen, Sid Kuller and Hal Borne 
Lessy and Miss Moore prove them- 
selves wise showmen in being 
smart enough to vay for good stu 
to fit their ialents They've 
dropped the old blackout tech- 
niques they used with moderate 
success at both Slapsie Maxie’s 
when they were here before. Now 
they're back at Herman Hover’: 
Ciro’s as gtars. Best of the special 
material is “A Tale of South Pas- 
saic.”’ by Seelen. which gives them 
an opportunity to do an amusing 


South Pacific takeoff on Pinza 
and Marv Martin. A Mealey ot! 
old songs. written originally Db) 
Seelen and Leste Lee, and then 
polished up by Seelen, is made by 
the team into an hilarious mus! 
Kalzvenia é 

(pentl the snow is a hard 
0 ng rhvthm tap and softshoe 
dance} Walter Long who also 
shows to advantage in a hillbilly 
number with Lessy and Miss Moore 
later In the pertormance 

Jack Nvye's band provides good 
backing for the show and keeps 
the terpers happy with smooth, 
sweet tures Dag. 


Beverly Hills Country 
Club 
(NEWPORT, KY.) 

Newport, Ky., Sept. 3 


Minsky’s “Follies” (30), Deke 
Vlot fitt Orch (13): $3 minimun 
weeknights: $4 Saturday and holt 
ae ; 
day eves. 


Harold Minsky has a natural for 
top hhiteries. His “Follies” does a 
reverse G-string pull on burlesque 


by burlesquing it with Park Ave- 
nue veneering. It has talent, gor- 
geous girls. classy costuming and 
is fast-roving for a full 70 min 


utes 


4 departure from the big-name, 
line-backed variety floorshows pre- 
sented over the years in this swank 
casino - cafe’s 700-seat Trianon 
room, Minsky’s carnival scored 
with the opening-night audience 
Friday (2). That reception, swell 
notices by reviewers of Cincy dal 
lies, and a long list of table res 
ervations haVe Barney Glatt, man- 
ager, in an okay mood over the 
four-week booking at $8,500 per. 
Maxie Furman and his 
straight man, Murray Brisco, take 
care of the traditional burlesque 
funny stuff in style. First of their 
two skits is “Hold the Car,” a 
riotous flirtation attempt with 
lookers Jeanne Courtney, in 
sweater. and Hally Jackson. The 
other is a takeoff of a boxing bit 


Comic 


won by Furman over “Rocky the 
Champ” with a sneak punch. 
Blande Miss Courtney, as come- 


dienne. assists in the fight scene 
along with Jack Stanton. 

Miss Jackson is one of the four 
showgirl chfirmers. The others are 
Ann Mace, Donna Roberts and 
Lynn Storm. Each is a model type. 

Corinne and Tito Valdez are the 
featured dance team. Their fin- 
ished adagio and torrid “Wings of 
Love” interpretations would fit 
into anvbody’s “Follies,” the best 
ot Ziegteld’s not excluded. 

Nevada Smith, redheaded look- 
er. contributes a neat striptease. 
Another ravenous femme, Dadry 
Orlando, former Earl Carroll girl. 


registers with an exotic ‘Society 
Dancer” routine. Vocal leads in 
chorus numbers are filled by Ruth 
Brown, contralto, and Jack Stan- 
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AGENCY 


GENERAL EXECUTIVE OFFIG@ES 
LOEW BUILDING ANNEX 








ton, who also wins plaudits in a! 


fast toe-lap. 
The show's only featured novelty 
entertainer is Rudy Cardenas, 18- 


vear-old Mexican, who filled in 
“>r the Pierro Pros. He does a 
smash juggling aci. Working fast- 


er than any juggler seen here, the 
boy manipulates sticks, rubber- 
balls, highhats, metal cups. and bil- 


jiard balls which he catches in 
three pockets attached to a belt. 

Chorus members are Jo Acuff, 
Judy Bakay, Charlotte Bergmelir, 
June Raymond, Francie Carroll, 


Cecelia Eastman, 
Runny Pope, Ran- 
Coburn and 


Junior Jackson. 

Sally wlansf 

1\ Robson, K2°: 

Jackie Tapp 
Natalie Kamarova is. credited 


with doing the produc’ rg and stag 
; thea 


and George Kornarofl 
original ™Musle Harold Minsx«; s 
the gene: al director. Kou 
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provide an important 
tvpe entertainment 
some it “Shoes” 
choice to start the 
had a 
addi- 


pected to 
thus 


It's figured by 


test oft 


is not the best 
tab policy since 
lengthy Broadway 


show has 
run and, 


tionally. has had two runs on the 
N. Y. subway circuit. However, 
it's felt that a legit run rarely 
plays out its potential audiences, 


in view of the higher prices and 
subway tour plays 
The Strand’s 


fact that tne 
largely to nabe trade 


film for that engagement will be 
Task Force’ (WB), all at $1.20 
$1.50 for weekends Run is for 


four weeks and two weeks of op- 
tions 

Tab legiters are also expected to 
take the strain off theatres and 
booking offices alike in the quest 
for new talent and formats. Pre- 
viously, grosses have failed to hold 
up because of repetition of the 
same acts Most theatres have 
been foreed to play the same head- 
liners twice annually, until any 
draw left in them was dissipated. 


Saranac Lake 
By Happy Benway 
Saranac, N. Y., Sept. 6. 


William Morris Memorial Park 
closed its season with an outdoor 
blow-out. Entertainment and 
games were featured. Mayor 


lonyv" Anderson lauded the park 
by saving it was a real credit to 
the children of the colony. Many 
lodges and civic organizations at- 
tended the closing 


The Leonard Valerios and son, 
Leonard, Jr., and Lucille Aracic 
‘United Artists), ptuned in to bed- 


side and to mitt Joe Phillips who 
now carries an okay progress card. 

Arthur J. Slatery, ex-Rogerite 
anid newspaperman, planed in trom 
Franktown, Nevada (where on ex- 
tended vacation) for general an- 
nual checkup. 


Kate Smith left her vacation 
camp to appear at Hotel Grand 
View, Lake Placid, to help the 


local hospital drive for funds. She 
is also doing her weekly broad- 
cast from her Camp Sunshine. 

The Benito Colladas’ (Rosita 
Rios) in for vacation at the Al- 
iredo Gonzales. 


Chris Hagedorn, ex-theatre 
freasurer made reservat ions for 
bis annual vacation on Lake Ki- 
Wassa 

Business off at most of niteries 
but Lab-» Day wi!! see the Dur- 
pans. the Swiss «‘thalet, Colonial 


Inn and the Hotel Saranac with or- 
chestvas and added floor shows. 

frank Graham, sports columnist 
of N, Y. Journal-American, in with 
Bill Green from N. Y., to visit 
Margie Regan, who is snapping out 
oi it in the infirmary. 

Joe Phillips, chairman of “We 
the Patients” committee, arrang- 
ing his fall and winter schedule 
of phonograph concerts in main. 
lounge room of Variety Club’s hos- 
pital. | 

Jack D’Agosgino, operator and 
ex-Rogerite, in from Bayonne, 
N. J., for annual check-up; drew 
an all-clear. 

Charles O. Millers and son in 
from Wirtzville, Pa., for bedside 
chat with Charlie Kaufhold. 

Vaudeville skedded to open at 


the Schine Pontiac here about 
Sept. 20. 
Slim Vermont, ace blackface 


comique of minstrel days, holding 
up okay at Vets hospital, Oteen, 
Pe 

Lew Dean, another burnt-cork 
artist, expects an early discharge 
trom sanatorium, Mattapan, Mass. 

Deerwood Music Center, pre- 
sented a pianist recital featuring 
Valdimir Padwa at the local town- 
hall, offering went over with a 
bang, playing to SRO audience. 
And Trudeau Sanatorium Club re- 
hearsing their annual musical, 
“Vanities of 1949,” produced un- 
der the direction of Grace Keil- 
man, veteran of musical-comedy. 

Write to those who are ilL 


‘Lena Horne Booked 


Wednesday, September 7, 1949 
Se 
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and resign AGVA, and use of AFM , trying to float a $25,000 Jo 
contract forms on all engagements the Associated Actors an 
|}of America, the 


for musician-performers. 
esn’t Covet Actors 

He stated that he has no desire 
to take actors into AFM, but if 
AFL head William Green wants 
him to take over AGVA—in order 
to turn it over te someone else— 
he would do so. 


This statement was regarded in 
AGVA quarters as a bid to take 
over AGVA performers and form 


a satellite union but Petrillo 
previously stated he had no de- 
signs on actors 

AGVA may seek an injunction to 
prevent Petrillo from waging a 
jurisdictional strike jitery own- 
ers are expected to fight back also. 


Billy Rose, N. Y. Diamond Horse- 
shoe operator. declared that a Pe- 
trillo pull constitutes an illegal 


secondary boycott 
AGVA's Treasury Low 
AFM chief's announcement 
comes at a time when AGVA’s 


treasury is at a low ebb and it’s 


TONY MARTIN SEATTLE 
VAUDE GARNERS $21,000 


Seattle, Sept. 6. 
and holiday week- 
Daniels’ two-a-day 
Tony Martin, at 
around 
1,500- 
$2.50 


Despite heat 
end Joe 
vaude headed by 
Metropolitan, clicked for 
$21,000 last week The 
seater was. scaled from 
nights and $1.50 matinees. Capaci- 
ty was prettv much the rule at 
night. Others in the cast included 
Prof. Lamberti, Rose Marie, Estelle 
Sloan, Hudson & Sharae, Billy 
Rave, and Crary, Collins & Ames. 

Looks like a repeat of the idea 
in a morth. 


For N. Y. Capitol Nov. 3 


Hollywood, Sept. 6 
Lena Horne has been booked 
into the New York Capitol for 


three weeks starting Nov. 3, with 
an option for three more. Loew's 
bookers made the date apparently 


because the chirp’s contract with 
Loew's, Inc., expires April 1 and 
a stand at the Gotham house 
would fit in with her other com- 
mitments 

Under her deal with Loew’s, 


singer must give her services 20 
week of the vear for a flat $3,500 
per week. During that time she is 
on call for Metro pix and for one 
date at the Capitol. She = also 
etches for MGM Records, but she 
gets the standard 5% of retail 
sales rovalty in addition to her 
weekly pay Loew's bookers set 
the N. Y. date when they noted 
Miss Horne was rapidly being set 
all next season with a long list of 





nitery jobs. 
Lena's Winnipeg Capacity 
Winnipeg, Sept. 6. 
Lena Horne and a musical trio 


did capacity biz at Dom Carlos’ 
Casino in two shows nightly the 
pust €K. 
Carlos 
tcr Miss 
came out 
the deal. 


reveals he paid $10,000 
Horne and the trio, but 
only slightly 


ahead on 


Petrillo Bombshell 


‘ontinued from page .) 


union 
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an fror, 
d Artistes 





. It’s indicated that ¢ ’ 
will approve the loan. want 
probably 
penses as well as “other 
in its fight 
tionally, 


And it will 
legal ex. 
Support” 
Petrillo. Tradis 
has almost al. 


chip in with 


with 
the 4A’s 


ways come to the aid of its affilj 


ates when they've been in 


danger, 


The 4A’s feel that Petrillo’s vic. 
tory in the AGVA matte could 
lay the other affiliates open to 
talent Zrabs For example AFM 
by the same token could declare 
that radio performers such = 
Meredith Willson. Phil Harris Sob 
Crosby and others who ar band- 
leaders as wel aS radio actors 
should not belong to two unions 
Equity has a number of perform. 
ers who are musicians as wel] and 
the 4A’s feels that Petrillo could 
use the same logic in grabbing off 
those members 7 

It’s 


acts involved in 
unions 


ated 
gible, 


IS ope 


of all 


still felt that the number of 
all ihe 4A’'s-alfili. 
Is Compartively negli- 
but the path. nevertheless 
ned for an eventual takeover 
4A’s unions 
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Only five 

minutes 

from the ! 
Loop 





tile. 





Overlooking Beautiful Lincoln Park and Lake Michigan 


4. the HOTEL NORTH PARK 


Owned and operated by the Benson Hote! Corp. 


1931 Lincoin Park West, Chicago 
Newly furnished rooms and kitchenette 
500 apartments; with private baths in colored 


Rates from $4 to $8.50 


“Make the North Park your home in Chicago” 
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Hildegarde's Mgr. Insists and Gets | Cantor’s Benefit B0. Vande Growth Finds Rival Book 
Eddie Cantor made a one-time all e row in S IVa 00 ers 
pitch for funds at Grossinger’s in | 
3 St ti Ferndale, N. Y., Saturday (3) and | 
rom a er; ls S rte raised $37,000 for the United Jew- | Ih 
oe - Appeal. | creasing ids ac er 
istes Hildegarde last week severed re-+ Comedian returned to New York 
tors’ lations with Music Corp. of Amer- | : ‘ » following day to tape his first Growth of vaudeville time within 
44's ica, nominally the singer’s booker, | Langford-Hall in Pitt | broadcast for “Take It Or Leave U.S. Act V: sN. Zealand "the past few months has increased 
will end with Jack Bertell, who had a | For Better H E It,” which preems Sept. 11 with we sa€ AMPS WN. LealaNnd the degree of cooperation among 
on. special arrangement on bookings. | er omes Expo Eversharp bankrolling. | Because Pay Impounded theatre bookers to its highest point 
ort” There's a likelihood that MCA| Pittsburgh, Sept. 6. . in years. Vaude policy is being 
radi« may retain a hand in the! Frances Langford and her actor- Auckland, N. Z., Sept. 1. carefully nurtured by circuit talent 
t ale chantoosey’s affairs and a series husband, Jon Hall. have been > | The New Zealand vaudeville Pacters as well as indies, and none 
ffili. of meetings between Anna Sosen- signed as headline attractions for ainpalfn | circuits will have to rely largely on Will play stageshows in spot houses 
1ger, ko, Hildegarde’s personal man- Pittsburgh's annual Better Homes | English and Australian acts be- Without checking with bookers of 
vic- ager, and that agency are being Exposition, which will be held at c cause of monetary restrictions, Other circuits 
ould held. West View Park Sept. 17-25 6 ? Alien performers are not permitted This is especially true in the 
n to Split comes at a time when Hil- Miss Langford plaved here sev- S. ll (0) OWS to take out any currency from that case of RKO and Loew Bookers 
AFM degarde is slated to start a series eral months ago-at Lenny Litman’s country. As a result, the l S. act Sid Pie rmont and Dan Friendly 
‘lare of lush fall bookings at $6,009 a Copa. : e Jeanne Francis and Jerry Grey, check each other's shows so that 
1 as week. She’s set on the Statler ho- _ which las been playing New Zea- stage presentations aren't bucking 
Bob tel chain, starting in Pittsburgh, rom e Hy lence land houses for 14 weeks, will have each other It’s also true in the 
and- Sept 26, and Buffalo Oct. 3. Ac- HEIDT AGREES T0 SIGN to leave that country with all its com o the Al & Belle Dow office, 
clors quiescence to sell her at $5,000 : The American Guild of Variety as ia — | nacree gem we ‘tan nt at the Para- 
ions caused the row with Miss Sosenko, CONTR Astists’ campaign an “thee Acts playing Australia are per- unt, Syracuse, where RKO and 
orm- who insisted upon and got $6,000 ACTS WITH AGVA showings is bola winaaien t 're€ mitted to take out 1,000 pounds in “ew also spot booking 
and weekly. She’s also been signed | Hollywood, Sept. 6. clude a ban against se Arlo anes, — oper ge oe ry arg at ail times have coop- 
ould for the Beverly Country Club,! Horace Heidt has agreed to si who are called up from the audi- |" may export all their earn-, erated in matters of salary and 
8 off New Orleans, and has a deal with eottrarte with the Fy ee ct ‘Guile ence to do a pole This rule ings exclusive of living expenses playdates. But consultation with 
the Beachcomber, Miami og of Variety heliein Sar “The Kids has been on the union hnaiin for An exception is made in New each ther is increasing because of 
r of Hildegarde is also pacted for 000 Break Thru” here and for two Some time, but hasn’t been thor- | Z¢4land for concert artists be- rapid expansion of stage shows. 
{ili Palmer hotel, Chicago, at $6,00 troupes he has which have been OUShly policed. First instance of Cause of their contribution to cul- rhe talent-buyers feel it would be 
egli- pestanies plus percentage over a working in the east. the Dick Con- its strict enforcement came re- ture. extremely impractical to book 
less, 25,000 age a — tino unit and a country-fair stvleq | cently when Bill Robinson was ae yr pl adage fa tgs thos 
over include th yg eee eg — layout billed under his own rondinting fined $500 for a free show. Fine wat — especially since vauders 
ton, geen ai: ye nal ose , oe = Agreement was effected when un- | ¥@5 later remitted. GRIPS TREASURERS IN ey be stag gered so that there’s 
— week 7 a ‘—“ “te rat ste ion okay was gained for opening! Another instance came to light ; o necessity of bucking each other. 
ees sary of ae folie of s eek t of “Kids” at E) Capitan theatre last week when AGVA stipulated | PHILLY ACAD DEMANDS In recent months there’s been 
es eotensg S oe the Pies here that Francis Renault pay minimum only one instance where there’s 
hood N.Y. ia weak 0b ‘the “4 AGVA clearances are. being club-date salaries to performers Philadelphia, Sept. 6 ie . RED Precter's each, 
d son. There’s a likelihood she may worked out for the traveling units eee to appear on Renault's Already tied up in negotiations gang the Linen = er : Newark, 
: | stay two weeks in Houston, which and will be signed before “Kids scheduled concert at the Brooklyn ; with Local 77, American Federa will we eoacer ne be “se wre. 
| would defer the return to her winds up its loc al run about Sept. Academy of Music Sept. 19. Ad- tion of Musicians, the Academy of ctace sa cei Pry oe ineously 
wg Persian Room bailiwick until 18, according to Eddie Rio, Coast vertised as appearing with Renault Music, Philly's century-old concert RKO “sat eee similar porlcies, 
icks March Su. Miss Hildegarde chief of the union. are Fred Keating, Sissle & Blake, hall, faces new union difficulties \dams favs te kel wi my 
eae at the Shamvcck at 98: sibioniaacbi —_ Jo Anne Barton, Carmella Pon- from the stagehands and theatre Rot! + ei % Re. ——— day, 
its bacutad . ;selle, and Stewart & Barbour. | treasurers bth will use eight-act policies 
500 this summer, hence the quick Wayne's Albany Reopener Tani oy vas RKO is on a spot basis and Ad; 
return. Albany, Sept. 6. Union demanded a bond of $168 Both the backstage crew and the will be state 6 oe an dams 
Also in the works for the singer Dinty’s Terrace Garden, on the ‘0 cover minimum scales, boxoffice men are asking blanket : ie 
1 is a network radio show. Deal had ee a ete reopened Mi srieser i pega ages et gern a at a ee —— 
‘ . / s . eee m2. < Nal a’ o!. Ts ; 1 no qo an act, merely as King no pay hike, are deman¢ ing ‘ . 
— SS a = — is topped by singer Jerry _— a bow from the audience. that 15 local men be hired Mpls. Orph Advances 
aia ET I a PR SA ase yne. e states that he’s promoting these | with presentations of ballets, op- fF fe v 1c 
) 
» eo until present properties are concerts to help defray hospital eras and other imported events re \ aude to Nip ( onflict 
a Mid t V d D t bills _ verte phages po quiring music. re a Sept. 6. 
a ne ’ concerts without any such grie The Academy has already lost ‘ er ees Se oe 
Hildegarde Ushers In MIdWes aude Vales ae one political rally scheduled for — Fence , Vaudeville unit one 
Names at Pitt’s Penn Singer Fined for Free Show this month over the union ban. ee es “ore conflict with 
a Chicago, Sept. 6. . Hollywood, Sept. 6. The election campaign rally moved i adie Chy (1 ghee ty mela 
Pittsburgh, Sept. 6. : : ; Patsy Abbott has bee > is a cult) stage show that will include 
: Max Borde. after five years with eee _ : een fined down the street to the Shubert the- 5, ae ge 
Hildegarde will make her first the Central Booking office, upped $100 by American Guild of Variety | atre. No such recourse, however Edgar Bergen and Ray Noble's or- 
| Pilisburgh appearance, at Hotel to veepee .. . Joe Williams, opera- Artists for singing at a pertorm- is left to Norman Granz, whose chestra and Brigadoon at the 
William Penn’s Terrace Room, tor of Peacock, Jacksonville, Fla.,| &"C¢e OF ‘Will the Mail Train Run | “Jazz at the Philharmonic” will re Lyceum 
where she opens two-week engage- | bought Forest Inn, near town, and onight melodrama playing at open the Academy Sept. 24, if the Orpheum’s stage array opens 
ment Sept. 26. She’s the first top- | will institute show policy, with the Golden Spike theatre here. labor troubles are ironed out by this Thursday (8) instead of on 
line name ever to play Statler-oper- Sid Harris, Mutual Entertainment She was a customer. and was that time. Sept. 15, as originally scheduled. 
sted inn and indicates that spot Agency, handling... Betty Sawyer, clipped by a trial board for sing- . —— The Radio City stage show starts 
will go in for names this season. | Earl Christian and Jerry & Turk Ing without pay. ; Sept. 16 and “Brigadoon” begins 
1) Terrace Room has been shut make up the Sept 9 bili at Silver _ : Monica Lewis thrushes | at the its week’s stay Sept. 19 
| down middie of July for complete Frolics. Bert Schine and Eddy ow a a Skirvin hotel, Oklahoma City, Fri- —___— _—— 
iaadiath ake - ith | Stone: currently headlining there, mis, e Niesen parses or day (9) and Satuyday. She’s also - 
odeling job and reopens with | pepooked for Nov. 4... Ted and Flamingo, Las Vegas, Sept. 8. set for the Corn Palace, Mitchell, Joey Bishop signed a_ personal 
the Hildegarde engagement. Art Miller set for Nebraska State Willie Shore into Carousel, Pitts- S. D., week of Sept. 18 along with Management contract with law firm 
= 'Fair Sept. 4 and follow with the burgh, Oct. 10. Skitch Henderson and Bob Crosby. of Goldfarb, Mirenburg & Vallon. 
Spencer, Ia.. and Tulsa exposi- | ne a 
tions Al Borde signed Jerry 




































































Coe and Dick Lynn to personal rep 
pact, and duo open at Vine Gar- 
dens Sept. 9. Borde also picked up 
Skip Farrell, singer, and setting 
video show over WGN-TV for the 
crooner. 

Betty 


I 





jackie 


KANNON 


Reilly on same bill with 


NA LANG 


Still at DETROIT'S most beautiful | Sid Caesar on the Chicago stage, 

room, Sept. 9 . . . George Goebel winds | 

of up at Brown hotel, Louisville, 
} Sept. 23 and then takes off on 
CLUB GAY HAVEN cross-country eight-week tour with 













































































ALLAN FOSTER — ALEC FILA 
Currently 12th Week 


ARCADIA BALL ROOM, NEW YORK 


Broadcasting Three Times Weekly C&S 
World Transcriptions 


me Crosley radio show. which closes 
nks To: in Los Angeles Nov. 20....Glenn’s 
id PETE IODICE & JOHN ANTHONY Rendezvous set Sept. and Oct. HAS JUST COMPLETED 
l shows, with Harry Carroll & Polly 
Baker, and Russell & Aura due in 
Y Sept. 23, with Benny Meroff, Anita 
on Martell and Katherine McLaughlin WON DERFUL 
YOU MUST VISIT doing Oct. 7 bill, then Jimmy Savo 
= AMWAT Last PRopenry —f/Ocl. 7... Mary Tavine, Pare WEEKS AT 
ae in LONDON for Bargains in | Nate Plait, Balaban & Katz, talent 
urs, Fur Coats, Luggage, Travel | head, over fall shows for the Chi- TH E 
and Sports Goods:—Call at 1 Port- | cago and Paramount. Tim Gale, of 
man Street (corner of Oxford | the Gale Agency, in to gander Ella 
Street), Marble Arch, London, W.1. | Fitzgerald at the Regal theatre, 
then quickly back to N. Y. 
s 8 8 
ee ee ee att ate ee NEW YORK 
* g@ass 
: Again—it's THE SENSATION ° 
@ a 
: ". aqnrs fFetdas 
. = " , ae F ees 
a i W orchestra . 
s ond his (N Ate “s I really appreciate these... 
Featuring h 
i 
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* BILL SMITH—Billboard: 
et I’ ‘ < re | 





* ABEL—Voriety: 








* LOUIS SOBOL—Journal-American: 
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Strand, N. Y. 
Xavier Cugat Orch (21) with 
Norma, Otto Bolivar, Angelo San- 
tos, Tito Lopez, Dick Bennett, Tato 
& Julia; “White Heat” (WB), re- 

viewed in VARIETY Aug. 31, °49. 





It’s a pleasure to see people on 
stage and in the audience at the 
Strand. This house hasn’t had 
either fo’ the major part of the 


summer when it attempted a 
straight film policy. The Strand 
toppers have apparently learned 
that people on stage bring people 
into the theatre—for this house, 
anyway. Opening day here con- 
stituted a sight that hasn't oc- 


curred et this stand for some time. 
holdouts, a 


There were frequent S, 
steady number of patrons waiting 
in the lobby, and a warm spirit 


among the crowds. 

The stageshow is equally fes- 
tive. Xavier Cugat’s spirited Latin 
rhythms and surrounding talent 
provide a gay motif that brings a 
constant round of applause, and 
at the same time preduces a blend 
of en ertainment that provides re- 
lief from the taut mood of the 
film. ‘““‘White Heat” (WB). ; 

Cugat is an amiable personality, 
especially with the authority of 20 
musicians behind him and a pair 
of marccas wielders at his side. 
In additio . he’s got a dance turn, 
Tato & Julia, in his unit who do 
well enough with their chili-coun- 
try terping. However, the majority 
of entertainment comes from the 


maestro «nd the orchestra. Show 
has an informal air, even when 
Cugat displays the florid fiddle 


predominating arrangements that 
have long made this organization 
the most literate Latin music crew 
around. 

The maestro paces the show ex- 
cellently. Although his references 
to his recent South American tour 
didn’t come off as hoped for, his 
comedic efforts hit strong re- 
sponse, especially when he as- 
sumes an amazed expression at the 
antics of his cohorts. Since his 
orch is self-propelled, Cugie brings 
on his chihuahua and spends his 
time stroking the pooch instead 
of conducting. In another number 
wherein tle Filipino flautist sings 
“Hawaiian War Chant,” Cugat 
brings on a toy hula dancer. 

In all, Cugie’s organization is 
self-contained and is able to pro- 
vide a variety of moods and effects 
that make for a well-rounded va- 
riety shov. 

Cugat’s reinauguration of the 
stageshow policy is designed to 
retrieve the patronage lost during 
the run of straight films. After 
that the house will experiment 
with a variety of stageshow poli- 
cies, the first departure being a 
tab-show version of “High Button 
Shoes.” 

The house has been given a 
facelift to provide a brighter and 
more intimate appearance while 
giving the stage greater visibility 
throughou* the house. Theatre has 
a new appearance and, more im- 
portant, the execs have new ideas 
regarding the conduct of this 
house. The Strand has made an 
excellent start with its revived 
stageshow policy, and the future 
augurs well. Jose. 





Fox. St. Louis 
St. Louis, Sept. 1. 


Sandra Joyce & Lou Selden, 
Cappy Barra, Barr & Estes, Seven 
Mar-Vels Charlie Ackerson, Hank 
Siemon, Alan Carney, Russ David 
Orch; “Sand” (20th). 

It’s a tossup between Alan Car- 
ney and Cappy Barra for top hon- 

ors this week but near-capacity 
house liked ’em all. The fact that 
the opening show drew so well in 
spite of opposish from  baseball- 
minded natives, who are hugging 
their radios during tie Cards’ pen- 
nant dash to the wire, is another 
indication that the vaudfilm policy 
inaugurated three weeks ago is 
clicki -g ‘big. 

Barra. with his harmonica, 
whams over “Lady Be Good,” a 
Gypsy Classic, “Dizzy Fingers,” a 
bebop -ewie and “St. Louis 
Blues.” Carney, a monologist, 
grabs himself sock payee approval 
for h‘s impressicns of Edward G. 
Robinson, Wallace Beery, Charles 
Laughton and his dialect interpre- 
tations. 

Opening spot is occupied by 
Sandra Joyce, eye-filling blonde, 
and Lou Selden, a deadpan, in a 
comedy juggling routine in which 
the gal tosses the Jndian clubs, 
tambourines and bouncing balls 
with plenty of eclat and copping 
a heavy hand. 

Next is Barra, followed by Barr 
and Estes, comedy pantomime 

dancers, who include some sock 
rubberleg eccentric stuff by the 
male and a hot tap routine by 
the gal, a blonde looker. 


The Seven Mar-Vels, five lads 
and two femmes, have a swell 
teeterboard acro stint that is cli- 
maxed when one of the gals, blind- 
folded, is flipped into the air for 
a two and one-half somersault and 





‘lands in a high perch chair. This | 


wows the mob. 
Russ David batons the tooters 


through his new recording, “Bat- 
tered Bride Boogie,” and then 


Charlie Ackerson, _ bass-baritone, 
whams over “Room Full of Roses,” 
“Forever and Ever.” “Bali Ha‘i,” 
“Let's Take An Old-Fashioned 
Walk.” “Waiting For the Robert 
E. Lee” and “Long, Long Way 
From Home.” Joe Schirmer, ban- 
joist with the band, accompanies 
for one number and is rapidly be- 
coming a big fave here. 

Hank Siemon, a_ ventriloquist, 
has a novel slant to his act. He 
grabs a boy and gal from the au- 
dience and socks over a four-way 
conversation, with the dummy do- 
ing its share of the confab. This 
is another stint that the mob eats 
up. Sahu. 

Majestic. San Antonio 

San Antonio, Sept. 2. 

Roulettes (3 Bobby Brandt, 
Arnaut Bros. (3 Dave Apollon 
& Co. (3), 3 Swifts, Paul Haakon 


& Stephanie Antle, Hyman Char- 
ninsky House Band (11); “Rough- 
shod” (RKO). 

Vaudeville is singing, dancing 


and clowning its way back into the 
Majestic after an absence of 17 
vears. Current show is one of the 
best seen here since the variety 
show became a sporadic entertain- 
ment in these parts. The 80-min- 
ute revue is well balanced for the 
entire f mily trade. 

Opening the bill are the three 
Roulettes, rollerskating trio with 
an ice-skating background. They 
score heavily. Bobby 's:andt, terp- 
er, has a turn prui: to its in- 
teresting essentials. iie has good 
rhythm and some fancy taps fol- 
lowed by unusual somersaults. 
Gets nice returns. 

Arnaut Bros. turn in a neat per- 
formance’ with | still-remembered 
bird whistle tete-a-tete and their 
tricky comedy antics with the 
violins. Audience went for 'em big. 
Blonde songstress Ruth Petty 
pleases with her pleasant throaty 
voice. Goes over with takeoff on 
singers of yesterday and closes 
with a sock version of Sophie 
Tucker doing “Some of These 
Days.”’ 

Seen here in his own unit shows 
many -times in the past is Dave 
Apollon, now assisted by LaVerne 
Gustafson at the piano and Lois 
Bannerman, harpist. Apollon has 
Icost nore of his pleasing person- 
ality and comedy touch. His art- 
istry on the mandolin has the au- 
dience pounding for more. Misses 


Gustafson and Bannerman score 
neatly with two classical selec- 
tions, Debussy’s “Clair de Lune” 
and “Fire Dance” by De Falla. 


Competing for laugh honors are 
the Three Swifts with their Indian 
club juggling. The audience is 
with the Swifts all the way. 

Closing is the dancing of Paul 
Haakon and Stephanie’ Antle. 
Their turn is set off neatly against 
a pink drop, and duo turn in some 
neat ballet, adagio and modern 
dancing. 

In the pit is Hyman Charninsky, 
neatly leading a group of 11 local 
musicians. 

Bow can also be taken by the 
Stage-set designers. Each act has 
its own curtain, well-painted and 
tastefully designed. Lighting ef- 
fects are also well handled. 

Capacity crowd was on hand at 
the supper show caught. This 
should te the rule, not the excep- 
tion as word of mouth gets around 
that vaudeville is back at the In- 
terstate circuit's Majestic. Andy. 


Apollo, N. Y. 
’ The Ravens (4), Dinah Wash- 
ington, Joe Thomas Orch (13), 
Clark Bros. (2), Tina & David, 
“Pigmeat” Markham & Co.: “Be- 
trayed” (Rep). 


Apolle has a well-balanced lay- 
out this week with The Ravens 
and Dinah Washington obviously 
earning their top billing via solid 
applause. A harmony quartet, the 
Ravens handle some five numbers 
capped by “Fool That I Am,” in 


Which they're joined by Miss 
Washington. 
Uninhibited as a _ rule, the 


buxom Miss Washington is consid- 
erably toned down in chirping the 
sedate “Without a Song” and 
shows restraint on several others. 
However, she doesn't disappoint 
her followers and whams across 
with a suggestive tune, “The Den- 
tist’s Song” (“You Thrill Me 
When You Drill Me’), for a rous- 
ing finale. 
Clark Bros., 
dressed, work in unison to dis- 
play som? fast precision tapping. 
They then shift to challenge stuff 
that’s well conceived and execut- 
ed to win good returns. Comedy 
slot is competently handled by 
Pigmeat Markham & Co. Joe 
Thomas’ orch is appraised under 
Band Reviews. and slapstick team 
of Tina and David is reviewed un- 
der New Acts. Gilb. 


two males nattily 


Roxy, N. ¥.- 

Jack Haley, Martha Stewart, 
Maxellos (4), Joe Oakie, Joan 
Hyldoft, Skating Blades & Belles, 
Pat Terry, Three Islanders; “I Was 
a Male War Bride,” reviewed in 
VARIETY Aug. 10, 49. 


The Roxy stageshow will find its 
greatest measure of appreciation 
among the late crowds. Headliner 
Jack Haley apparently hasn't taken 
into consideration that the matinee 
sessions are filled with youngsters 
who aren’t expected to understand 
his sly lines. Consequently, except 
for the extremely hep citizens, 
much of his patter is lost in this 
house. 

This part is unfortunate Inas- 
much as a broader base of appre- 
ciation for Haley's work would 
give the bill the right amount of 
sock necessary to put it into the 
hit column. Martha Stewart (New 
Acts) makes a nice appearance 
and helps enliven the final por- 
tions of the show when she duets 
“Button Up Your Overcoat” and 
“Baby, It’s Cold Outside” with him. 
In that sequence there ar2 some 
bits of business for voting-age pa- 
trons. Session between Haley and 
Miss Stewart is broken up with a 
briefie by Joe Oakie, who does a 
quick Jolson imitation and off. 


Other act on the show is The 
Maxellos (4), mixed quartet, with 
their high grade risley work. 


Tricks are applause-making but a 
great portion of the act is slowed 
by attempts to get customers up on 
stage for a foot spin. 

Hawaiian motif predominates 
the ice-show sequence. Joan Hyl- 
doft does a wide-latitude hula and 
Arnold Shoda gets the crowd on his 
side with his interpretation of 
“Cockeyed Mayor.” Pat Terry does 
the background singing and the 
Three Islanders provide the native 
music. 

3ecause of the length of the film, 
“IT Was a Male War Bride.” Roxy 
production dept. doesn’t have 
much work to do. The house per- 
sonnel has a brief turn at the be- 
ginning, after which the outside 
talent takes over capably. Jose. 

Orpheum. L. A. 
Los Angeles, Sept. 3. 
De Havillands (3), Joey Rardin, 


Clifford & Marion, Lady Killers 
(4), Mercer Bros. (2), Britt 
Wood, Virginia O’Brien. Wiere 
Bros. (3). with Mildred Seymour, 
Rene Williams House Orch (10): 
“A Canterbury Tale” (EL), 





Vaudeville returned to the Or- 
pheum here with as much excite- 
ment as has ever hypoed an en- 
tertainment event in this neck 
of the woods. Strong pre-selling, 
with all-out support by dailies and 
downtown merchants, gave the 
opening a stimulation that has paid 
off with holdouts since opening 
day (31). Event was not over- 
sold. as opening bill is solid en- 
tertainmen* and biz to date indi- 
,cates a fat week, well ahead of 
even good grosses when house was 
on straight first-run film policy. 

On stage are eight acts that 
make the initial show a toughie te 


follow. While all get equal billing, | 


it’s the Wiere Bros., with Mildred 
Seymour, who wrap it all up in 
closing spot with a 21-minute turn 
that is boffo. The trio of brothers, 
three fools with violins, have 
| Slicked up their standard saloon 
act into a very palatable family 
vaude treat that should keep them 


in bookings throughout the grow- | 
ing web of stageshow houses. They 


kid the classic concert violinists, 
themselves, the audience and their 
, accompanist, Miss Seymour, with 
|a pixie brand of humor that earns 
them great pa!m-pounding. 
Virginia O’Brien, better known 
as a film canary-comedienne, oc- 
/cupies ponte S Gal makes 
a good appearance but will have 
to get more business into hier act. 
|plus a straight number or two ‘a 
score decisively as a vaude ture. 
There’s no quarrel with her styl- 
ized deadpan singing—it’s good— 
but it failed to warm up eager 
audiences at opening-day shows. 
She has a neat intro, to the tune 
of “This Can’t Be Love,” and 
then plunges immediately into 
“Ramona,” “Papa Drives a Hotrod 
Now” and “In a Little Spanish 
Town” for an eight-minute stint. 
Opener on the inaugural bill is 
the De Havilland Trio, a hand- 
balancing turn of two males and a 
comely femme, which gives the 
show an elegant kickoff. Femme 
member lends s.a. to troupe, with 
curves instead of muscle bulges, 
and act grabbed strong hand. Joey 
Rardin is next out and proves to 
be fast with a gag. Turn plays big. 
Rardin’s material is newspaper 
fresh, ringing in five-percenters, 
deep freezes, etc., from the con- 
temporary scene. He also has 4 
pip of a pantomime skit on an 
oldtime vaude bill, depicting jug- 
gler. chorine and dog act solidly. 
Clifford and Marion are a stand- 
ard turn, replete with neat gags 
fed straight by Clifford to the 
wispy Marion. Pair garnered good 


| returns but are on too long. Same 
‘is true of the Lady Killers, quartet 
that :tresses nostalgia with “bar- 
bershop” vocalling plus nifty ar- 
rangements on such moderns as 


“Begin the Beguine” and “Some | 


Sunday Morning.” 

Mercer Bros. are two apt danc- 
ing clowns who please mightily, 
first with softshoe precision work 
and then a burlesque on Spanish 
dancers Boys are on seven min- 
utes and could stay longer with- 
out wearing out their welcome. 
Britt Wood displays his vaude 
know-how by wrapping up the au- 
dience for 10 minutes with a song, 
gag and dance routine, assisted by 
his harmonica, that seems brand- 
new despite the length of time his 
turn has beer around. 

Rene Williams batons the 10 side- 
men and gives the acts profession- 
al support. 

If subsequent shows measure up 
to the opener, it looks like vaude 


is back for a long, healthy run 
at the Orpheum. Brog. 


State, Hartford 
Hartford, Sept. 3. 
Bergen, Ray Noble, 
Yvette, De Marcos (2), Pat Pat- 
rick, Vic & Adio, Sam Kaplan 
House Orch; “Trail of the Moun- 

ties” (Screen Guild). 


Edgar 


Following its usual summer hia- 
tus, the State is back for a new 
semester of vaude. Marks the 12th 
successive year of operation. 
Founded in 1926, house had an 
abortive 11 years as an on-and-off 
vaudfilmer before finding its sea- 
legs. 

Current presentation reads 
strong on paper, and plays equal- 


ly as well. Runs an approximate 55) 


minutes. 


After a house band opener, first | 
slot is take.: by Vie and Adio, male | 


hand-to-hand acro team. Pair sell 
easily. 

Edgar Bergen follows next in 
the first of his three appearances. 
Crossfire patter with Charlie Me- 
Carthy has the pew-purchasers in 
a receptive mood. Bergen later 
|reprises the standard doctor rou- 
tine with the dummy and a lusci- 
ous-looking nurse. It’s still a hu- 
morous bit brought up to date 
with topical gags. Climaxes with 
his other dummy, Mortimer Snerd, 
all in all an acceptable bit of mer- 
chandise with Bergen requiring a 
minimum of effort to sell a tailor- 
made audience. 

Vet band leader Rav Noble, a 
member oi the Bergen radio fam- 
ily, solos thre’ of his compositions 
on the ivories. Gets a warm recep- 
tion despite his brief appearance. 
Providing comedy is Pat Patrick, 


mimicking a schoolteacher. Glib 
talk socks in the guffaw depart- 
ment. 

The DeMarcos, of course, are 
standard with their smasheroo 
ballroomology and they register 
strongly with their three varied 


routines. - 

Yvette gets top applause with 
her chirping, exuding a solid stage 
presence and personality. 

Biz good at sesh caught. Eck. 


RKO, Boston 
Boston, Sept. 3. 





The Danwoods, Stagg McMann | 


_Trio, Anthony & Rogers, Sara Ann 
McCabe, Ross Wyse, Jr., & Peggy 
Womack, Coleman Clark & Co., 


Bob Hopkins, Ciro Rimac Revue; | 


“Arctic Manhunt” (U), 





Ross Wyse, Jr., and Bob Hop- 
kins are standouts on this layout, 
which does not stack up much 
more than average although payee 
response is fairly solid. 

Bill opens with the Danwoods, 
mixed threesome, who score neatly 
with some okay acro, followed by 
the Stagg McMann trio of har- 
monica players, who perform capa- 
bly but offer nothing unusual. 
That corn is still in demand is 
evidenced by the yocxs garnered 
by Anthony and Rogers, who dig 
deep in the barrel for most of 
their material. 

Vocal department is taken care 
of by Sara Ann McCabe, 
thrush, whose chirping of a med- 
ley of Friml favorites is a little 
ear-splitting. Injecting a much- 
needed bit of the zany, Ross Wyse, 
Jr., and Peggy Womack wow with 
their antics while executing dif- 


ficult acro stunts. Wyse has a flip | 


line of chatter and a sense of 
presentation that scores solidly. 

A novelty bit is istroduced by 
Coleman Clark & Co., table tennis, 
who put on a lively stint of plain 
and fancy she's for nice returns. 

Hopkins, next to closing, goes 
over strongly with solid carbons 
of Bing Crosby, Frank Morgan, 
Edward Everett Horton and a 
Stinging satire of Robert Mitchum. 
Impact of strong windup is les- 
sened by Hopkins responding to 
heavy mitt action, followed up 
with some nifty hip-shaking by 
Reinita and Rubita, aided by 


Charley Boy and Ciro Rimac at 


Elic. 


the bongos. 
Biz good at opener. 


lush | 


Paramount, N. y, 
Carmen Cavallaro Orch 
|with Bob Lido, De Marco 
| (5!, Gary Morton, 
Boys (2); “Top O’ 
(Par), reviewed in 
120, °49. 


(18) 
Sisters 
Vanderbilt 
the Morning” 
VARIETY July 





| The Paramount stageshow ha 
a lot to present within the Phang 
|paratively short time allotted it. 
|Under usual circumstances it 
|Should make for a punchy affai 
but somehow it doesn’t work pod 
that way. The proceedings ar 
\of a fairly thin texture that are. 
vides passable entertainment ; 

The Carmen Cavallaro band a 
neatly mounted crew with smooth- 
flowing arrangements Paced by 
the maestro's &8ing, provides an 
aura of easy listenability. Five 
strings, five saxes. three brass and 
four rhythms exclusive of Caval- 
laro’s piano are impressive, espe- 
cially in the rendition of *“Jalou- 
sie.” Cavallaro provides sufficient 


| variety of tunes with glee Club 
arrangements, 2ii\d one vocal solo 
| by fideler Bob Lido, whose “Bali 


Ha’i” does:"t quite hit the mark 

as far as mood is concerned. 
A havd-driving retinue of acts 
is more necessary in a layout like 
this. The Vanderbilt Boys (2) 
open to a fast pace with a tap 
turn and go into their hand-to- 
‘handing. Their tricks ‘are stand- 
ard, and they walk off to warm 
mitting. 
Other acts on the bill, De Marco 
Sisters (5) and Gary Morton. are 
further described under New Acts, 
Both turns do well in the applause 
departments, but neither is strong 
enough for the spotting they get 
Jose. 


National. L’ville 


Louisville, Sept. 2 


Ed, Mack & Lorraine, Martin 
Barnett, 3 Glenns, David Powell, 
Barton & Janet, Bobby Winters, 


Charieteers, Tiny Tomale’s Orch 
(9); “Flying Deuces” (U) and 
“Suddenly It’s Spring” (Par). 


Curreni week rounds out a full 
month under the straight vaude 
policy, and biz has been perking 
consistently since Lou Cohan has 
taker over booking of the house. 

Seven-act bill is opened by the 
tap trio, Fd, Mack and Lorraine. 
Two males and femme work a fast 
routine of graceful terps. Kids are 
personable, and while they follow 
the formula standard with turns 
of this kin], they have a freshness 


which customers found to their 
liking. 

Another youthful turn, Martin 
Barnett, magico, went over well 
at this showing. Guy has ingra- 
tiating smile, and deftly paces 


through the cigaret routine, cards, 
disappearing cane, and_ other 
tricks, bowing off after producing 
a cigar and large pipe. 

Three Glenns, introed as newly 
arrived from England, have a 
/smooth array of acro stunts. Their 
‘work ha. a smooth rhythm which 
almost takes on the characteristics 
of dancing, as they pace through 
|a difficvlt group of lifts and bal- 
lancing. Two males and femme 
make their stuff look easy, but 
regular customers are hep that 
i their three-high balancing and lev- 
erage lifts are the mccoy and very 
difficult. Guys are decked out in 
‘gray tuxes, and the turn brings 
‘gasps from the patrons. They 
| clicked. 

David Powell, rhythm tapster, 
bounces out beating out rhythm 
'on a pair of scissors. Then grabs 
a pair of drumsticks, and beats 
on fast rhythm on a chair, the 
floor, proscenium arch, and even 
‘hops down into the boxes while 
‘dancing without missing a_ beat. 
Lad is very young, being definitely 
out of the ordinary, and he pleased 
‘em here. 
| Team of impressionists, Barton 
and Janet, rely on their natural 
‘appearance and makeup to do 
takeoffs cn Chaplin, Groucho 
Marx, Mae West, Veronica Lake 
and Katharine Hepburn to_ nice 
returns. Their voice simulations 
‘are a little off the beam, but their 
visual impersonations register. 

Bobby Winters, next-to-closing, 
is a juggler. He has a clever way 
of manipulating tennisballs, then 
has a deft routine with the Jndian 
clubs and tambourines. Winters 
has‘a sly manner of milking the 
‘audience, and bowed off tu terrific 
hand. Garners laughs with the 
medals pinned to his coat biz, and 
\his juggling stuff is strictly UP 
to par. ’ 

Charioteers, Negro quartet with 
piano accompanist, are bofl clos- 
|ing turn. Introed as long time with 
Bing Crosby radio show, the har- 
monizing boys make good use 0 
falsetto tones to land solidly. Wat- 
ble “O Looka There, Ain't She 
| Pretty?,” “Star Dust,” “Chibaba 
'Chibaba,” “Mumbles,” an impres® 
‘of the Ink Spots singing “Slow 
Boat to China,” with exaggerated 
‘arm waving ala Billy Kenny, an 
close with “Ride, Red, Ride.” . 
| Top musical support turned if 
| by Tiny Tomale’s orch “ he oy 
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Palace, N. Y. 

Marino Sisters (3), Madcaps 
(2), Will & Gladys Ahern, Lela 
Moore, Johnny Woods, Leni Lynn, 
Paul Gray, Gautier’s Steeplechase, 
Don Albert House Orch; “House 





Across the Street” (WB), re- 
viewed in VARIETY Aug. 17, '49. 
There is no indication in the 


Palace bii' this week of any dearth | 
of suitable talent, a factor which 


reportedly has been worrying the 
RKO circuit management. Layout 
‘is about evenly split between old- 
time vauders and newcomers, and 
the bill plays smoothly. In fact 
it’s one of the best-rounded line- 
ups this rejuvenated house has of- 
fered in recent weeks. 

Oldtimers include Gautier’s 
Sieeplechase, animal novelty act, 
and Will and Gladys Ahern, rope- 
spinning terpsters. Gautier’s pres- 
ent crew comprises four Shetland 
ponies, four dogs and a monkey, 
all excellently trained. Animals 
display perfect timing, as well as 
some prodigious stunts, which con- 
sist mainly of the dogs trick-riding 
on the ponies’ backs. Aherns elicit 
good response with their simul- 
taneous dance and roping. Male 
member of the team has fresh pat- 
ter to go with his solo roping. 

Paul Gray, next-to-closing, works 
in the standard vaude-nitery emcee 
metier but pulls himself far above 
the average with some bright new 
material. He socks across his gags 
for maximum of chuckles. Gray 
errs slightly by overdoing that self- 
congratulatory routine, a la Milton 
Berle. Otherwise, he’s fine, par- 
ticularly in his imitations of other 
comedian types and his satiric im- 
personation of a Nelson Eddy- 
Jeanette MacDonald duet. 


Leni Lynn, beauteous_ color- 
atura, pleases wiih a trio of semi- 
classics and musicomedy tunes. 


Her dictio.: is faulty at times, but 
she more than makes up for that 
with some fine shading. The Mad- 
caps, a zany male harmonica team, 
hold down the No. 2 spot capably 
enough. They overdo their capers 
slightly and the idiotic character 
one of them tries to build is never 
sufficiently delineated, but they 
draw the laughs and also stand out 
with their straight musicianship. 
Don Albert and his Palace house 
orch back the show neatly. Sur- 
rounding talent, including the Ma- 
rino Sisters, Lela Moore’ and 
Johnny Woods, are reviewed under 
New Acts. Beth Miss Moore and 
Woods, of course, are standard, but 
new to the files. Stal. 





Palladium, London 
London, Aug. 30. 


Ink Spots, Florence Desmond, 
Borrah Minevitch’s Harmonica 
Rascals, Joy Nichols, Gaston Pal- 
mer, “Think-a-Drink” Hoffman, 
Michael Bentine, 3 Rudells, Len 
Young, 2 Cromwells, Woolf Phil- 
lips’ Orch. 


The Ink Spots, presented under 
aegis of Bernard Delfont, who also 


| their 





in eight glasses simultaneously. 


as when trick is accomplished. 


Closing (rst half, Florence Des- 
/mond, back from America, a 
'Show-stopper, with bunch o° new 
| Satires comprising Danny Kaye, 
Olivia de Havilland, Jane Wyman, 
|Ronald Colman, Laurence Olivier 
and Betty Hutton. 


The Three Rudells, holdover 
from last show, still please with 
their clever trampolining punc- 
tured with plenty comedy relief. 
_ Michael Bentine, who appeared 
In Val Parnell’s London Hippo- 
drome hit revue, “Starlight Roof,” 
last year, and more recently with 
the Embassy Club’s “Copacabana 
Revue,” gets over nicely, but he’s 
definitely not vaudeville. Act con 
sists of a lot of inconsequential 
comedy extracted from such house 


ic 


implements as a_ broken chair 
back, a sink-plunger and a hunt- 
ing stick. Offering is slow anc 
yonderous, lacking soc finish 
“Think-a-Drink Hoffman just 
fits the bill these hot nights. His 
drinks, hot or cold, needed four 
servers, with everything there on 
request, even to a Zombie. Hoff- 
man should be serving drinks in 


England for a long time. 

_ Originally program was to have 
included Peggy Ryan and Ray Mc- 
Donald, fer four weeks. But act 
has been switched for the Blacks- 
Chester revue, which opens the 
middle of October. That will give 
them nine weeks at this house in- 
stead of four as originally skedded. 

Rege. 


Palace, Chi 
Chicago, Sept. 1. 
Edwards Bros. (3), Yvonne Mo- 
ray, Marvellos (3), Cook & Brown, 
Steve Evans, The Appletons (3), 
Frank Ross & Anita LaPierre, Gus 
Van; “Roughshod” (RKO). 


While the second appearance of 





the N. Y.. Palace vaude_ policy 
didn’t receive the same hoopla 
the first did a month ago, word- 


of-mouth will probably drag in al 
most an equal amount of seathold- 
ers. 

Edwards Bros. open the bill 
with some strong balancing, espe- 
cially their three-high chair stand 
upon a grand piano with 


legs | 


is still getting the eight spoons | 


Gets as many laughs in missing | 


placed on soda bottles. Diminutive | 


Yvonne Moray sells some risque 
quips and songs, which often reach 
too deeply for the family-type au- 
diences that these bills are trying 
to bring back. She can do just 
as well sapolioed. 

Marvellos are sure hokum 
magico. For closer of 


with 
the 


| first half, Cook and Brown, sepia 


| still 


brought them over two years ago. 


for the London Casino, are the 
headliners, and made_ capacity 
house reminiscent of the Danny 
Kaye days. On to reception, boys 
immediately get cracking with 
oldie in ‘“Java-Java,” 
more recent ‘“‘No Orchids For My 
Lady,” led by Bill Kenny, who 
for enccre gives out with “I'll 
Climb the Highest Mountain;” 
then “Maybe.” Then comes such 
favorites as “Bewildered,” “Whis- 
pering Gra. ;” with “Bless You” as 
a beg-offer. Boys in for three 
weeks criginally, with bookings 
before opening 
Parnell holding them over 
fourth week, with further exten- 
sion likely. 

The Cromwells, two-men aerial- 
ists, in series of neck-swinging 
stunts, put is. strong dental work 
for good finish. Len Young, who 
follows, unloads string of oldies 
and some new gags, mostly of 
local vintage. Gets away with 
some good singing, topped with 
nostalgic rendition of “My Fiddle 


Is My Sweetheart,” earning him 


big returns, 

Borrah Minevitch’s Harmonica 
Rascals, in trey spot, play quick 
return, and liven up proceedings. 
Johnny Puleo, clown of the out- 
fit, gets plenty howls. Favorite ac: 
here, as elsewhere, is rewarded 
with boff reception. 

,, J0y Nichols, billed as “Austra- 
das First Lady of Radio,” has 
built up a rep here due to her 
regular radio appearance’ on 
BBC's popular feature, “Take It 


From Her:.” Gal has nice, al- 
though forced personality. Her 
renditions comprise a Frenchy 


number, of dubious value; “I’m in 
Love With a Married Man,” I’m 
Doing All Right,’ and a semi- 


sobbie, “As Long As It Comes 
rom Your Heart.” Over socko. 
Gaston Palmer gets plenty 


laughs for showmanship and some 
ne juggling with billiard cues 
and balls. His piece de resistance 


followed by | 


warranting Val | 
for | 


dancers, score heavily in their ec- 
centri: terping. 

Frank Ross and Anita LaPierre 
seem just as fresh as they were 
years ago, his aping of orch styles 
and clowning with Miss LaPierre 
registering neatly. Steve Evans 
hits with his Polish drunk 
and his impression of customers 
laughing. The Appletons’ Apache 
act remains tops. 

Gus Van closes, and rightly so. 
With the exception of ‘Clancy 
Lowered the Boom” and a special- 
ty song on taxes, the oldtimer re- 
prises the favorites that he and 
Schenck made famous years ago. 

Zabe. 


Steel Pier, A. Ce 
Atlantie City, Sept. 1. 


Jane Russell, Walter & Jean 
Brown, Al & Jean Johnston, Sulvia 
Manon & Co., Eddie White. John- 
ny McConnell house orch; ‘‘The 
Lost Tribe” (Col). 


Jane Russell is the top attrac- 
tion in Steel Pier’s Music Hall 
this week. Comes on in a shim- 
mering, strapless white evening 
gown and clicks with a medle 
including “Great Day” and “Ga- 
briel,” being brought back for 
“Do It Again.” Then scores with 
novelty, “The Lady Is a Tramp,” 
and offs with Eddie White, emcee- 
ing the show, in burlesque of ‘‘Tea 
for Two.” 

This is Miss Russell's first ap- 
pearance here since the summer 
of 1947. when she headlined at 
the time her picture, “The Out- 
law,” packed the pier amid the re- 
sultant publicity growing out of 
the pic’s censorial difficulties. ; 

Al and Jean Johnson, with their 
xylophones, are introduced _ by 
White as having played the Pier 
more than 30 years ago. And 
they still go over. 

White does fine job as emcee 
and offers nice turn of his own. 


His songs, “The Man Always Pays 


and “Wrap Your Troubles’ in 
Dreams.” click while he keeps the 
show guing at # nice pace with 


his jokes. Bit with Miss Russell 
also scores. 

Sylvia Manon and Co. do better 
than average adagio turn, which 
has a thriller toss as its climax. 
Walter and Jean Brown ae with 


neat dance turn. alk, 


y@ 


Earle, Philly 


Philadelphia, Sept. 6. 
_ Frankie Laine, Connie Haines, 
Jan Murray, Grace Drysdale, Mc- 
Fcuriand & Brown, Vince & Gloria 
Huydock, Don Henry Trio, House 
Orch; “One Last Fling” (WB). 


Vaudeville, per se, makes its re- 
turn to the Earle this week with 
a trio of headliners, Frankie Laine, 
Connie Haines and Jan Murray. 
Most marquee strength attaches to 
Laine. 

In an attempt to revive some 
variety flavor, the show eschews 
the emcee announcer in favor of a 





looker in abbreviated togs who an- 
nounces the acts with ae nume card 
on an ease] stage left. she house 
orchestra, which has hopped up to 
the stage, is strictly presentation 
Style, anc a long way from the 
Keith Orpheum idea of vaude 
Vince 3 Gloria Haydock are a 
nostalgic pair of tapsters, and 
Grace Drysdale follows with her 
marionets gyrating to hits of yes- 
teryear. McFarland and Brown 


get aud response with their acro- 
tricks and amusing ‘stunts. The 
Don Henry Trio are in there with 


harmonica harmony on both pop 
tunes and light classics. 
Murray is one of the non-stop 


gag type of comics, and his clown- 
ing and attempts at song fare well. 
Miss Haines, current juke favorite, 
does such tunes as “How Come 
You Do Me Like You Do,” “One of 
Those Things,” “‘How It Lies” and 
“Maybe It’s Because.” 

Laine’s appearance is something 
of a production. The singer has 
his pianist-arranger Carl Fischer 
present, and also a drummer, 
Maury Feld. Laine’s “Lucky Old 
Son” draws whoops from the crowd 
and he circuit-slams with “River 
St. Marie,” ‘Georgia on My Mind” 
and “You’re the Girl.” 

The whole show is nicely bal- 
aneed and plays very well. It has 
enough flavor and routining to sim- 
ulate old times, if only they had 
kept the band in the pit. Gagh. 


Minn. State Fair 
Lures 800,000 


By LES REES 
Minneapolis, Sept. 6. 

The Minnesota State Fair, big- 
gest in the U. S. from every stand- 
point, including attendance, and 
for the third successive year hit- 
ting a total of more than 800,000 
paid customers for 10 days, is find- 
ing that harness racing is becoming 
too tame even for the ruralites. 
The Fair may eliminate it for more 
“thrill days” and auto racing. This 
apparently is an age when the old- 
sters as well as youngsters crave 
more excitement than pacing can 
provide, and the attendance at the 
harness racing days in recent years 
has been the smallest of that of 
any of the grandstand events. 

At the same time, interest in the 
grandstand vaudeville show, in line 
with the public’s increasing yen for 





the flesh, has reached a record 
high, and the midway, with its 
assortment of attractions, is get- 


i ting its biggest play, thanks in part 


to such names as Sally Rand and 
Gypsy Rose Lee, and their empha- 
sis on S.a. 


Because of this, the Fair has 
upped its expenditure for the 
grandstand vaudeville and fire- 


works to $65,000 for the 10-day 
period, a record high. The show 
and fireworks are supplied by 
Barnes & Carruthers of Chicago, 
who specialize in this sort of enter- 
tainment, and it’s on view only at 
night, the afternoons being given 
over to auto and harness racing, 
and thrill shows. Th. Fair sells 


the ‘‘g.andstand show,” not names, | 


e are no luminaries, but 
plenty «{ quantity and quality in 
the two-and-:-half hours (without 
intermission) of entertainment that 
combines musical comedy, specta- 
cle, circus and vaudeville. 
Everybody Pays 

Fair gate admission is 50c, and 
there’s no free list, everybody, in- 
cluding Fair employees and the 
working press, h. ving to shell out. 
Grandstand admission ranges from 
75¢ for general admission to $1.25 
and $1.50 for reserved seats and 
boxes. Customers get a lot for 
their money from the grandstand 
night show, even taking into con- 
sideration the cost fer entering the 
grounds and thus becoming eliv.ble 
to attend. 

Night show opens with a produc- 
tion number from “Up in Central 
Park.” Rert Nagle and his girl 
partner enact cats in a pantomimic 
comedy act Woolford’s trained 
dachshunds have an amusing as- 
sortment of tricks. The Four Evans 


and ft: 


New Acts 


BILLY BISHOP 

Comedy 

11 Mins. 

Diamond Horseshoe, N. Y. 

Billy Bishop satirizes magicians 
exceedingly well. He assumes the 
mien of a nervous parlor perform- 
er who’s eager to show off his col- 
lection of tricks but backward 
about doing it. His shy attempts 
at legerdemain bring a good sup- 
ply of laughs, but meanwhile exe- 


cutes some _ good. card-palming 
while wearing gloves However, 
there are times also when the 
“concealed” cards are en by 


perhaps doffing§ the 


ringsiders: 


gloves would help in thai depart- 
ment 

Bishop winds up with a_ good 
variation of the escape trick 
wherein a pair of selectees from 
the audience tie his arms and legs 
and cover the rove with a coat 
He’s able to get in and out of this 
Situation at will for an excellent 
exit 

Would fit well in most visual 
media. Jose 
DE MARCO SISTERS (5) 
Songs 
12 Mins. 
Paramount, N. Y. 

The De Marcos, long with the 
Fred Allen radio show, have 
elected to expand their activities 


now that the comic isn’t returning 
to the air this fall. This quintet 
made previous theatre appearances 
some time ago and indicate that 
they know their way around, both 
song-wise and on the stage 

The Soeurs are energetic work- 
ers, nicely groomed and have pleas- 
ing arrangements, a flair for com- 
edy and yood deliveries. Song se- 


lections are similarly good. In 
short there’s everything in their 
favor for a grade A theatre or 


cafe act; the only item missing is 
that final sock that spells the dif- 
ference between a good standard 
and a headliner. An item that 
might help in this direction is the 
development of routines that cen- 
ter around one of the stronger 
members of their troupe. It’s ex- 
tremely difficult to crash into the 
attraction column with all five get- 


ting equal show. Jose. 
JOHNNY WOODS 
Comedy 
8 Mins.: One 
Palace, N. Y. 
Johnny Woods makes the mis- 


take in this first appearance at the 
Palace of staying onstage too long 
with material that doesn’t rate the 
time. He’s billed as the “orig- 
inator of radio satire.’ but doesn’t 
get into that end of his patter un- 
til the windup of his act. Rest of 
his routine comprises mostly the 
standard impersonations, some 
good and some bad. 

A presentable youngster, Woods 
displays a neat flair for dialect. 
His best is Chevalier but he does 
Vaughn Monroe least best. He 
seems at ease before the audience 
and might develop with experi- 
ence. Right now, though, most 
vressing demand is for better ma- 
terial. Stal. 


TINA & DAVID 
Comedy, Dancing 
5 Mins. 

Apollo, N. Y. 

Tina & David, comedy Negro 
duo, have varied routines marked 
by a decided slapstick quality. 
Turn opens with the femme part- 
ner interrupting her mate’s croon- 


ing. He resents the interference, 
but she smacks him down. Both 
then slide into some joint step- 


ping. Dancing and warbling are 
unimpressive. 


Best feature of the act is the 
weird attire of Tina. A_ short, 
dumpy gal with the tighs of a 


wrestler, she sports a knee-length 
dress and tops her getup with a 


are tap dancers with some difficult 
and unusual routines. The Six 
Paiges disport on_ unicycles. 
“Bolero” is an elaborate dance pro- 
duction number. 

Comedy acrobatics are served up 
by the Four Landons. There are 
plenty of thrills furnished by the 
nine Wallenders. The four Van de 
Veldes perform difficult equilibris- 
tic feats. The troupe includes the 
only woman doing one-finger body 
balancing. Cole and his nine sing- 
ing Debutantes vocalize hit and 
other numbers. The “Show Boat” 
production number is 2 dazzling 
af‘air that features dancer Piroska. 

Johnny Burke is still doing his 
funny 1917 GI lament, and it goes 
over as well through a mike in the 
open as it has for so many years 
in theatres. The two Lane Bros. 
also land laughs with their comedy 
acrobatics, and more fun is dished 
out by Arren and Brodrick with 
their comedy vocalizing. 

Circus thrills abound in the of- 


ludicrous, 
chapeau. 


Hedda Hopperish 
Team’s work is so-so, but 
.opears sufficiently brisk to 
ualify them for vaude and cafe 
bookings in situations similar to 
the Apollo. Gilb. 


GARY MORTON 
Comedy 
13 Mins. 
Paramount, N. Y. 


Gary Morton obviously displays 
enough experience to qualify him 
fol cate at the Paramount. What 
he hasn't picked up himself, he's 
apparently learned from others 
His acts reads like a medley of 
virtually every other comic around, 

here’s so much of his act that’s 
familiar in both projection and 
content that many comedians could 
take « bow for the successful mitts 
he ii at this house 

Morton, however, is adept at 
what he does His impressions 
come of ‘ll and his gags are de- 
livered wt precision Now that 


he has a base for his act, he should 
expand into some fresh material, 
otherwise he'll bask in the shadows 
of those who have preceded him. 


Jose. 
LELA MOORE 
Dance 
7 Mins.; Two 
Palace, N. Y. 

Lela Moore has been doing her 
“Dance of the Lovers” in vaude 
house and niteries for some time 
but this represents her entry into 
VaRIETY’s New Acts files. Dance is 


the old standard, in which she por- 
trays both a man and a woman via 
trick 50-50 costuming She does 
an excellent job on preserving the 
illusion. 

Dance starts on a park bench with 
the “man” making love to the ‘‘wo- 
man.” Miss Moore then rises for the 
terping and returns to the bench 
for the finale. She switches neatly 
from one sex to the other merely 
by dipping her hat and presenting 
other side to the audience. It’s a 
good act that gets good response. 


Stal. 
MARTHA STEWART 
Songs 
8 Mins. 
Roxy, N. Y. 
Martha Stewart has come up 


considerably since her initial New 
York appearances in the Copaca- 
bana (N. Y.) production numbers. 
She’s now a film luminary and has 
made appearances in some of 
20th’s top pictures. Miss Stewart 
makes up for her chirping defi- 
ciencies by being extremely good 
visual fodder. She's excellently 
garbed and coiffed for an initially 
good impression. 

Miss Stewart has basically good 
pipes and can turn out a fair song. 
Her diction isn’t on top levels but 
she can be understood and earns 
passable salvos on her vocals. 

There’s only one reference to 
her film work. She tries to make 
out on her own. More experience 
in the ace flesh spots should make 
considerable difference in her act. 

Jose. 





MARINO SISTERS (3) 
Acro-dancers 
7 Mins.: Two 
Palace, N. Y. 

This is a good, fast bill-opener. 
Trio of girls perform some nifty 
tumbling, mixed with © straight 
terping and adagio, speed being 
their chief attribute. They show 
little that hasn’t been done before 
but it’s routined patly far good re- 
sults, 

Gals open with a soft-shoe jive 
number in unison and then swing 
into the tumbling. Best of their 
work eomprises some one-arm 
spins and their flash windup, in 
which they 749 an intricate diving 
roll over on. another. Stal. 


— 


of Rietta, 


” 


ferings “queen of the 
high poles,” and Selden the “strato- 
sphere man,” also on the high pole. 


The finale, another production 
number, stars Art James, “gvro- 
scopic roller skater.” and then 


comes the elaborate fireworks dis- 
play. In all, there are 13 acts and 
four production numbers. 


Grandstand attcndance this year 


averaged approximately 15,000. In 
addition te the aforementioned 
night granostand show, the five 


afternoons ot automobile racing and 


the two “thrill days,” the Fair's 
principal lures include a large 
farm machinery and home appli- 


ance exhibition. covering 80 acres 
cf ground; a huge livestock show 
that in itself attracts many thou- 
sands of farmers, and a 4-H club 
program that’s one of the most 
pretentious of any Fair’s and which 
involves bringing in 2,700 boys and 
girls from all over the state as 
the Fair’s guests. There are three 
days of harness racing. 
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VARIETY BILLS 


WEEK OF SEPTEMBER 7 
n with bills below indleate opening day of show 
whether full or spilt week 

; 3 ‘O; Pp lent; 
“ates circuit (EM) Fanchon Marc o; (1) Indepen at; 
1 Loew: (ML) Moss (P) Paramount; (KR) RKO; (S) Stall; (W) Warner; 
silent Sul (Wi) Walter Reade 











DAVENPORT 
Orpheum (R) 8-11 
Edwards Bros 
Yvonne Moray 


NEW YORK CITY 
Capitol (L) 8 

Dave Rose Ore 

tileen Barton 

my M irshall Marvellos 

Renald & Rudy Cook & Brown 

Music Hall (1) 8 Steve Evans 

% bert Marshall Appletons 

x tea Rogers Ross & LaPierre 


3ernie George Gus Van aii 
Landre & Verna HARTFO 
Jean Ward State (1) 9-11 
Rockettes Jane Russell 
Corps de Ballet Jan Murray 
Sym Orc Fred Lowery Co 
Palace (R) 8 Ross W) se Co 
Minda Lang Mage & Karr 
Jack Maynard Co MIAM! 
Al Norman Olympia (P) 7 
TT & R Rio Quentin & Mara 
3 Chocoi*teers Freddie Calo 
Bob Hopkins Alan Stone _ 
La Vernes Olga San Juan Co 
(one to fill Earl, Jack & Betty 
Paremount (P) 7 NEWARK 
C Cavallaro Bd Adams (i) 8 
DeMarco Sis Roberts Sis & 
Gary.» Morton White 


Vanderbilt Boys Stagg McMann 3 
Roxy (I) 9 Peiro Bros 

Jack Haley Lilyann Carol 

Martha S‘ewart Ken Whitmer 

Maxelio Ciro Rimac Co 

Pat Terry Benson & Mann 

Arnold Shoda Los Gatos 

Soan Hy.doft OMAHA 
Strand (W) 9 Orpheum (P) 8 

Xavier Cugat Orc Bob Crosby 











BREAK YOUR JUMP! 
A’. FOX THEATRE, St. Louis 


Ywiee nightly—Mats. Sat., Sun., Hols. 


F&M STAGESHOWS Inc. 
Parameunt DOC HOWE yoy 





CHATHAM 
Empire (S) 5 Florence Desmond 
Peter Lorre Borrah Mineyitch 
J Holst & Milady | Harmonica Rascals 
| 


Ink Spots 


Jean Kennedy | Joy Nichols 
| Harry Shields | Think Drink 
Chikolas Hoffman 


Billington |3 Rudells 

Inga | Gaston Palmer 

Les Valettos | Len Young 
CHISWICK | Michael Bentine 


| Cromwells 

5 Smith Bros | Skyrockets Ore 

Hal Monty MANCHESTER 
W Latona & Sparks Hippodrome (S) § 
3 Georgys Folies Bergers 
Harry Benty Francoise Flore 
Hamilton & Vassi taymond Girerd 


Empire (S$) 


Malcia Jackie Hunter 
Tattersall Angela Page 
Jerry Co Claude Rixio 
CLACTON Helen Crerrar 
Wast Cliff (1) § Vivian et Tassi 
Bunny Baron Trois de Milles 


Harry Arnold NEWCASTLE 
Genn & O'Neill Empire (M) 5 
Ivy Buck Del Monico Dancers 
Joanne Davidson Dr Crock & 

Tom Katz Sax 6 Crackpots 

E Beams Girls Scott & Foster 


Delrinas Jane 
DERBY Alec Pleon 
Grand (S) § Doc Marcus 
G H Elliott Ladd Lyon 
Gertie Gitana PORTSMOUTH 
Ella Shields Royal (M) 5 
Lily Morris | Les Spangijers 


Randolph Sutton 
Talbot O’Farrell 
Billy Danvers 
Wayne & Barbara 
Sereno & Joy 
6 Silver Belles Duncan’s Collies 
FINSBURY PARK Margery Manners 
Empire (M) 5 Bunny Doyle 
Ballet Montmartre Cleef & Moroney 
Deep River Boys SHEFFIELD 
Fran Dowie Empire (M) § 
Frank Marlowe | Vie Oliver 
Cawalini’s Dogs | June Manton 
Gaston Palmer Jeanette Hughes 


| Arthur Askey 
Campbell & 
Rogerson 
Sid Plummer 
E & J Paul 

















Sulldtang Olgo Elizabeth Gray 
Bulldtng Jean Jack & Judy | Maureen O’Dell 
El Granadas Ernie Brooks 
= wanes GLASGOW | Lionel Smith 
BALTIMORE S Henderson Bd Empire (M) § Jack, Stanford 


Virginia Maxey 
| Burn’s Birds 
| Johrmy Mack 


State (1!) 8-10 
Joan Barry 
Prot Fabion & 


a 
= 
>» 
2 


Carman (1) 8 
Wallace Puppets 
Pitchons 
Glenn & Jenkins 
Bob & Irene |W & J Brown 
Mickey Deems ST LOUIS 
Kovos Fox (FM) 8 

BOSTON A Guerre Seals 

Boston (R) 8 Burton & Janet 
Edgar Bergen Pansy the Horse 
Riv Noble Titans 


Lou Brewne ; 
Mario & francisco 
11-14 


Vernettes 


Pat Patrick | Russ Davis 
Vic & Adio Charles Ackerson 
Yvette Lela Moore 
T & S De Marco Amazing Mr. 
CAMDEN Ballantine 
Towers (1) 9-11 SYRACUSE 


Keith’s (R) 7 
Berk & Hallow 
Chords 
F & K Watson 


Ricarans 

Bob Coffey 

Lola & Lita 

Bud Sweeney 

Pritchard & Lord 
CEDAR RAPIDS 
lowa (R) 12-14 Wally Brown 

Edwards Bros 

Yvonne Moray 

Marvellos 

Cook & Brown 

Sieve Evans 


Pat Rooney, Sr 
WASHINGTON 

| Capitol (L) 8 

Blue Barron Ore 


Chicago (P) 7 Granada (1) 5 


Sid Caesar Ladd West 
Beity Reilly | Lorraine 
Debonairs | Joe Black 
Philharmonicas | 3 Robertis 
BRITAIN 
BAS: NGSTOKE BIRMINGHAM 
Grand (t) 5 Hippodrome (M) 
Don Rivers Lester Sharpe & 
Vincent Ryan Iris 


Tambo & Tambo Sam Costa 

M Baker & Margie Andre Twins & 
Charles Germane Sandra 
Lillian Carmichael Jon Pertwee 
Ginszer & Jean T & P Shamva 


BLACKPOOL Kay Cavendish H 
Grand (1) 5 | Kemble & Roberts 
Donald Peers | Wilson Keppel & 
Billy Russell | Betty 
Robert Lamouret 2 Eddies 
NWorman Wisdom | BOURNEMOUTH 


Ernest Arnsley 
Gloria Day 
John Pygram 
Wendy Brandon 
Zena Dell | Freddie Ross 
Albert Barland Odette Field 
Opera House (I) § Marjorie Holmes 
Charlie Chester Co' Manfred Felix 


Mon Eddie Gray 
| Ralph Reader 
Biliy ‘asker 


PHILADELPHIA 


B Hammvnd’s Birds Bennet O’Laghlan 
Mack, Russ & Owen Patricia Leigh 


Dolinoff & Raya Sis Count _heRoy ‘ 


Appletons Virginia Lee 

Ross & LaPierre Hal Shermen 

Gus Van } CANADA 
CHICAGO EAST HAMPTON 


New Royal (1!) 5 


5 Mickey Ressel 





Flack & Lucas 

Ben Blue 

Mary Priestman 

Browne & Naylor 

Noni Nita & Dody 

Bobby Lane & 

| Claire 
HACKNEY 
Empire (S) § 

Jimmy Edwards 

Freddie Frinton 

| Joyce Gilding 

St Clair & Day 

Toros & Reach 

R Piat & Naudy 

Finlay Bros 

Heather Furnell 

LEEDS 


| Bofés & Brook 
| Fred Lovelle 
2 Rosinas 

R & M Lamar 
Les Rayner & 


Betty 
SHEPHERDS BUSH 
Empire (S) § 
Albert Burden 
| Canfield Smith 
Karina 
Vadio & Hertz 
Willie Clark 
Kay Sothern 
Frank Worth 
Freda Barrie 
Winnie Silver 
Empire (M) § } Taunt 
Dump Harris & Martell Sis 
> 4 we i{Rvan & MeDonald 
illy Bart | Maurice French Co 
Johnny Downes Morris & Cowley 
Eddie Arnold Pat Hatton & Betty 
Joey Hopkinson Annell & Brask : 
Balcombes 
2 Laconas 


WOLVERHAMPTON 

Hippodrome (1) 5 

F Mendelssohn 

Valencias 

Ford & Lenner 

Les Ritchie & 
Wendy 


Eddie Lee 


LEICESTER 
Palace (S$) § 
Eric Barker 
Pearl Hackney 
| pene womans 
» Gore y | 
5 Wallabies one | Ed Morelle 
Bill Burke Wrato Sis 
B Bemand’s Pigeons Harry Worth 
| Walcott | WOOD GREEN 
| Marionettes | Empire (S) 5 
| Henry D Adams | Ivor Novello 


LIVERPOOL | Glamorous Night 
Empire (M) § | Sylvia Cecil 
\Issy Bonn | Barry Mackay 
| Wacky Boyd John McHugh 
Darly Co Yo 


RK 
Empire (i) § 


Merreaux & Lee Brooklyn 


Lilliane Mike Howe 
Noberti Joe Poynton 
| Elverita & Ortero | Frank Formby 
LONDON | Jill Manners 


Palladium (M) § Brooklyn Lovlies 


Cabaret Bills 


NEW YORK CITY 


Biue Angel 











| N Brandwynne Ore 
Irene Williams | Hotel St Regis 
Claude Alphand | Laszlo & Pepite 
H Chittison 3 | M Shaw Ore 

Bop City | Hotel Statier 








L Armstrong Ore | Henry Busse Ore 





JESSE JAMES 
and CORNELL 


RKO PALACE, Newark 
Booked by 
EDDIE SMITH AGENCY 
RKO Bidg., Suite 902 — JUdson 6-3345 





Velma Middleton Hotel Taft 

Geo Shearing Ore | Vincent Lopez Or« 

Treniers | iceland 
Cave Society |G D Washington 

Dorothy Donegan Line 

Coleman Hawkins | Jack Palmer Ore 

Mariha L. Harp Latin Quarter 


Copecapana | Sonny Skylar 
Joe E. Lewis Joey Bishop 
Kay Siarr Paysees 
Cabot & Dresden | Don Saxon 


Terri Stevens Art Waner O 











; 





Celia Hart 

Ida Hajos & 
Surany 

Ryan & Young 

Eleanor Beams 


Andreas 
Casavecchia 
enry Lytton 
rance Clery 
hiela Matthews 


alama & Konarski Lovlies 
ilier Girls Juvenile Ballet 
fidsummer Lovlies BRIGHTON 


Hippodrome (M) 
Lotus & Josie 


Corps de Ballet 
G & B Bernard 
Palace (I) § 
yeorge Formby Mills & Belita 
| Adrienne & Leslie 
|; Wheeler & Wilson 
| Jimmy Wheeler 
3 Stevil Sis 
Pepino’s Circus 
Medlock Marlowe 
BRISTOL 
Empire (I) § 


reddie Stobbs 
ionei King 
Ibert Whelan 
& S avis 
lga Varone 
ynthia & Gladys 
ower Circus (I) 
Charlie Cairoli 
Paul Co |; Amazing Fogel 
Enie’s Animals | 3 Pirates 
Victor Julian Pets | Gloria Maye 
Grecos | Reggie Dennis 
PMorchester Riders Sensational Denver 
La Paloma 


olbergs Sylvia 
os Reverhos Late Extra 
nfa-Sahara Trp Lovlies 


Hippodrome (S) 
Nat Jackley 
Costello Twins 
Marienne Lincoln 
Jack Francois 
‘Armand & Anita 


orocinas 
mber & Bucks 
ittle Jimmy 
nnettes Aerial 
Lovlies 

2 Myrons 


| Delta Rhythm Boys 


Morecombe & Wise 


James Bari | B Harlow Ore 
M Durso Ore Le Coq Rouge 
Alvares Ore Oscar Calvet Orc 
Diamond Horseshoe Jack Towne Or 
Billy Bishop Leon & Eddie‘s 
Jack Gansert Eddie Davis 
W. C. Handy Rita & Allen 
Billy Banks Ray Alton 
Choral Quartet Johnny Crawfore 
Juenger Ballet Line Jane Abel 
Gleb Yellin Ore Bella Smaro 
£! Chico Art Waner Ore 
Rosita Rios Macombo 
Damtron & Jerry Bergen 
| Chapuseaux Bob Hannon 
Tina Ramirez | Sandy Locke 
Los Guaracheroe | Johnny Ryan 
Vizeaino Ore | Leonne Hall 
Havana-Madrid Roy Sedley 
Miguelito Valdes Rochelle Carter 
De Castro Sis | No 1 Fifth Ave 
Havana-Madrids Loulse Howard 
Pancho Orc Downey & Fonvilt« 
| Hotel Ambassador Hazel Webster 
| Jules Lande Orc Jack Cassidy 
| Hote! Astor Old Knick 
Xavier Cugat Ore Gene Barry 
Bill McCune Ore Paul Killiam 
Hotel Biltmore Cloris Leachman 
| Don Bestor Ore | Bob McMenimen 
Harold Nagel Ore John Silver 
Hotel Edison Gloria Manning 
| Lee Crane Orc Al Cooper Ore 
| Hotel Plaza Old Roumanier 
Nicolas Matthey Or Sadie Banks 
Payson Re Orc ' Bob Fitzgerald 
Hotel Roosevelt Carmen Montoya 


Manhattan Pauw 
The Blenders 

| Shotsie Davis 

| Andre & Dortheo 


Mickey Freeman 
Joanne Florio 
Joe LaPorte Ore 
D’Aquila Ore 


Tini Benson 
Bill Teer | Lucille Dixon Orc 
Kurt Maier Versailles 
Riviera |J & S Steele 
Ritz Bros Bob Grant Ore 


Joan Merril! Panchito Ore 
Yost Guardsmen Village Barn 
Catalino Ore | Bob Scott 
Wai 2" ye Or Mary Ellen 4 
on ee ee Abbey Albert Ore 
a agg = ay , Village Vanguaro 
Michael Brown | Mery Lou Williams 
Savannah Pi Hear o 
Annabelle Hill Waldorf-Astoria 
Arleigh Peterson Jack Fina Ore 
Jimmy Lewis Mischa Borr Ore 


CHICAGO 
Blackhawk Hotel Stevens 
Perry Mitchell “Spice on Ice 


Chordmen Jean Arlen 
Dick France Maxwells (2) 
Ann Radoc Rob Murray 
Buddy Moreno Orc Buddy Lewis 
, Vivian Adams 
Chez fraree F Masters Orc 
Danny Thomas | Skating Blvdears 


Fran Warren | Jack Raftloer 
Ginger Kinney Jerry Mapes 
Aadorables (10) | Palmer House 
Cee Davidson Ore Janet Blair & 

Lino Rhumba Ore Blackburn Twins 

Helsings Sid Stone ji 

Al Morgan Maria Neglia 
Nancy Wright Eddie O'Neal Ore 


Adrianne Loraine Sherman Hotel 
Lenny Colyer “Salute to Rodgers 
Billy Chandler Ore & Hammerstein 
Motel Bicmaret Honey Dreamers 
B te Jane Watson Ralph Sterling 
ty Jane atso Kenneth Mackenzie 
: ‘ Dusty Worrall 
Jerry Austen Harry Hall 
Jonnny wrewer O a es ’ 
. Bill Snyder Ore 
H Edgewater Beach Vine Gardens 
Eddy Howard Ore Dolly Kay 


ariznne 'edele Jer:y Coe 
Bair & Jean | Dick Glinn 
D Hild Dancers (one ta fill 


Yost Ambocsaidors | Mel Cole Ore 
Betty Gray 3 Pancho Ore 





South African Censors 
Ban Full-Clad Gypola 


Issue of Life Magazine 


| 

| Cape Town, Aug. 24. 

| Two issues of Life of June 20 
and July 18, have been detained 
by the customs in Cape Town 
pending the Minister’s decision on 
alleged objectionable material con- 
tained in them. The June 20 is- 
|sue has several pages of photo- 
i graphs of Gypsy Rose Lee, but 
| just what reason the customs have 
for holding up this issue, no one 
seems to know, as the stripper is 
fully clad throughout. 

The July 18 edition has caused 
the biggest uproar. Objections 
have been lodged against the three 
pages of photographs by Bernard 
Hoffman of Rodin’s statue, “The 
Kiss.” Artists and others have 
pointed out that there is nothing 
pornographic in these pictures. 
They are merely a sincere attempt 
,to depict the beauty of the statue 
on the flat surface of a _ photo- 
graph. 








Bistros Gander 



































on the Minnesota State Fair mid- 
way the Sally Rand unit grossed 
$55,000 in 19 days. The Lee out- 
fit was off to a better start than 
Miss Rand's, but encountered an 
all-day cloudburst on what would 
have been its biggest day, the sec- 
ond Sunday, knocking it out of an 
estimated $8,000 to $10,000. Rain 
on other days hurt the take, too, 
so that the final figures probably 
will be well under those of Miss 
Rand. On the first Sunday here 
|Miss Lee did 15 shows and her 
daily average in good weather is 
10. Her name must have spread 
to the sticks, judging by the way 
the ruralites have been flocking to 
see her. 


25-Week Tour 

Miss Lee’s tour is for 23 weeks 
and she says she gets a guarantee 
of $10,000 a week, covering her 
own stipend and the show’s nut, 
including transportation as well as 
all other operating costs. She also 
|provided the “production” and 
staged the show. Broken down, 
the $10,000 gives her a weekly 
guarantee of $5,600 personally 
|against 50° of the gross, so, she 
| says, she’ll wind up with the most 
money she has ever made in show 
business. The show itself, as in- 
dicated previously, can’t take more 
than a small bite out-of her $10,- 
000 as far as performers’ salaries 
are concerned at least. She also 
shares in the sale of 50c souvenir 
books peddled before and after 
each performance which, at the 
most, runs 38 minutes and which, 
of course, is shortened according 
to the size of holdouts. 

Her husband, Spanish artist 
Julio de Diego and her young son 
are accompanying her, and they 
live in a comfortable trailer next 
to the show tent. 

Before each performance, the 
male singer of the show, doubling 
as a seller of souvenir books, in 
making his spiel tells the audience 
that Miss Lee not only is a great 
star, but also “a very gracious 
lady” and she wants to meet each 
and every person present on the 
stage after the performance, say 
hello to them, shake their hands 
and answer their questions. And 
she'll autograph the souvenir book- 
lets, but nobody is obligated to 
buy one in order to meet Miss Lee. 


The troupe comprises the male 
singer, Boyd Bennett, a man-wo- 
man acrobatic dancing team, an 
| extremely young, pretty and shape- 
ly blonde control dancer, Polly 
Nelson, a young man who com- 
bines some comedy with his im- 
pressions of various trumpeters, 
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aren’t of vital necessity this year. 
Tendency is toward new talent. 
‘For example, the Latin Quarter, 
Copacabana and Diamond Horse- 
shoe are among the major cafes 
doing excellentiy with a “new” col- 
lection of entertainers. Joey Bishop 
and Sonny Skylar, at the Latin 
Quarter, have been drawing the 
best business in moaths. Bishop is 
a new comic on Broadway, while 
Skylar hasn’t made aN. Y. cafe 
stand in years. Newcomer Mindy 
Carson and Romo Vincent have 
been doing okay for the Copa, und 
at the Diamond Horseshoe it 
makes little difference who's top- 
ping the bill. Billy Rose nearly 
always manages enough parties to 
come out ahead. 

Sole nitery in the area going big 
on the talent budget is Bill Miller’s 
Riviera, Ft. Lee, N. J., which has 
been doing well with Martha 
Raye and Harry Richman _ head- 
lining. However, the Riviera’s sea- 
son is comparatively short and 
Miller must use strong enough 
names to get the patronage across 
the George Washington bridge. 

The fall season opens this week 
and the use of names is at its low- 
est ebb in years. For the show 
opening tomorrow (Thurs.) Copa is 
getting Joe E. Lewis and the Riviera 
is preeming with the Ritz Bros. 
Aside from that, other major spots 
are wary about expensive names. 
The Latin Quarter isn’t going over- 
board, and the Diamond Horseshoe 
is slated to go into a non-name 
minstrel show. 


Another factor contributing to 
the slow market on top talent is 
elimination of many niteries. Boni- 
faces in several towns that previ- 
ously had competitive situations 
now find themselves in a strong 
buying position because of the 
foldo of the opposition, 


eight tall showgirls on a par in 
looks with what one usually en- 
counters in most burlesque thea- 
tres and who do a bit of singing 


with their parading and cuticle-. 


exposing, seven more girls who 
work in the ballhoo outside and ex- 
hibit their charms freely and who 
loosen the pursestrings with more 
bosom exposure than one gets on 
the inside, the producer and two 
“talkers” for the front ballyhoo 
Miss Lee herself, of course, and a 
four-piece orchestra. 
No Comics 

There are no line dancing girls 
and no comics. The three cos- 

ume changes don’t put much of 
a dent in any purpose, but what 
counts the most for the customers, 
the apparel is plenty scanty to give 
the expectant customers a fairly 
good run for their money, although 
some thin but not concealing 
gauze is used to cover midriffs. 
probably to forestall heat from 
fair officials. The only strip tease 
is Miss Lee’s very modified one. 

The show's opening introduces 
the eight “Royal American Beau- 
ties” and singer Bennett, huge 
picture hats being the most strik- 
ing part of the flashy costumes. 
Then there’s the acrobatic dancing 
team featuring an Apache dance 
in slow moticr, after which Bill 
Frazer does his trumpet impres- 
sions, which are peppered with 
comedy patter. There’s a produc- 
tion number setting for Miss Nel- 
son’s specialty dance to the “Red 
Roses for a Blue Lady” warbling 
by Bennett. 

Then there’s Miss Lee’s part in 
the proceedings, limited to about 
15 minutes. First she’s the fairy 
godmother in-a cinderella sequence 
during which she ,talks a song and 
makes a witty runaing commentary 
as she clothes the nartially dis- 


robed girls with thn p s 0 
isilk apparel, a la Alphonse Berge 


{ One Li'l G-String 
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of vaudeville and nightclubs. Then 
comes the very modified strip that 
provides little excitement 
Throughout she’s — smiling and 
gracious—as who wouldn't be, rak- 
ing in all those shekels? The 
finale brings on the entire com. 
pany. 

The yokels see no great Shakes 
of a show, but they see Miss Lee 
do ner stuff and also get a chance 
to meet her. Customers apparently 
are satisfied and happy. Rees. ~ 








| Swaffer Finds 
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Hamlet and Ophelia there, are on 

sale at the castle. But there is no 

record of the Yankee company. 
Goering’s Performance 

Nor do they sell pictures of the 
German who played Hamlet at 
Elsinore before the war, with Goe- 
ring in attendance because the star 
had formerly acted with the boss 
Nazi’s wife. That happening the 
Danes prefer to forget. 

In the famous Tivoli Gardens, 
which the Germans closed during 
the occupation to punish the Danes 
for not “cooperating,” they point, 
though, to the fairground kitchen 
in which Goering, as a_dope- 
drugged failure, around 1920, used 
to love to smash plates. Today, 
the Danes throw wooden balls, 
not only at cracked crockery, but 
at two German helmets. 

Copenhagen seems to be the 
only European capital where Brit- 
ish and American plays have an 
almost equal success. “Oklahoma!” 
and ‘“‘Harvey” were the two Broad- 
way hits running with great sue- 
cess. They may soon be talking 
of Harvey’s ghost—the rabbit! 

From London they had import- 
ed “Present Laughter” by Noel 
Coward, a series of five Grand 
Guignol playlets written by Eliot 
Crawshay-Williams and Frederick 
Witney (I had never heard of 
these thrillers in England), and a 
version of “Charley’s Aunt” which 
had been running for over two 
years. “Why on earth ‘Charley's 
Aunt’?” asked the local produ- 
cer. “It’s 47 years old. And the 
Yanks have just made it into a 
musical.” “It is the best farce ever 
written,” he replied. 

Mind you, the Danes, unlike the 
French, do not take Grand Guignol 
seriously. Although they call the 
show “Wha,” which J suppose 
means “Ooh,” they illustrate the 


” 


| program with cemic sketches, and 


the scenes which would make 
Frenchmen shiver only cause a 
smile. ‘Human beings love hor- 
ror,” says the program, “but not 
in real life.” After the German oc- 
cupation, and its fiendish enslave- 
ment, what is a play? 

“The Swaffers may be bombed 
in their London flat,” my _ locai 
newspaper friends used to say in 
1940, they tell me. “But at least 
they are free!” Some went into 
hiding. Others, forced to print 
Nazi news, even in the Socialist 
newspaper, dreaded the occasional 
visits of storm troopers, who would 
shoot one of the staff and go away, 
promising to call back. 

The city’s highbrow revue was 
being acte’ in a theatre next to 
the former Gestapo headquarters. 
That was, in itself, a revue scene, 
I thought. 

Seeing young George Black in 
the street next day—he was in 
Scandinavia in search of attrac- 
tions—I recommended him to see 
Marguerité Viby in the revue. She 
was the city’s one possibility for 
London, I thought. He promised 
to do so. Then we discovered I 
had seen the last performance. 
Marguerite’s chance had been 
lost. Still, she is in great demand 
for films in Danish, Swedish and 
Norwegian. 

“Your visit will have changed 
many things in Denmark,” wrote 
the editor of B. T. when I left 
the city in 193 Then I had so 
savagely attacked the wigs worn 
even in the National Theatre that 
one paper printed a cartoon of the 
local managers welcoming Lilian 
Foster, whom they had sent to 
America. to slap my _ face. 
And, when I left, the actors and 
managers presented me w:th a wig 
on the station. 

Then, in 1930, I exposed a SO 
called “Hamlet’s grave,” to which 
tourists were taken. It’s still there 
put nowadays pot even the kids 
hei ve in it. So ve: can’t say 
I have wasted all my life. 
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Summonses To Smokers 


It’s about time the New York City Fire Department issued a 
few summonses to smokers who deliberately violate fire regula- 
tions in Broadway legit houses. If a fire were to occur and lives 
be lost because cf official laxity, departmental alibis and explan- 
ations, or the customary “investigation,” would hardly be suf- 
ficient. The abuses have been too flagrant too long. 


It isn’t necessary to cite specific violations at particular the- 
atres. Such instances are the rule, rather than the exception, at 
every performance in every legit house in New York. Theatre 
attendants are not to blame. They do the best they can—asking, 
requesting, ordering and even pleading with playgoers to go into 


the outer lobbies to smoke. 


But at every intermission dozens of people openly ignore the 
urging, and incidentally violate the law, by lighting cigarets in 
the aisles and inner lobbies (including balconies), even in some 
cases striking matches to read programs while seated, at the risk 
of roasting hundreds of playgoers alive. Clearly, unsupported 


warnings are useless. 


If, instead of loafing around backstage during intermissions, 
the firemen on theatre duty would go into the front of the house 
and issue a few summonses, as they have the authority (and 


obligation) 


to do, city magistrates would undoubtedly impose 


fines on those guilty. The resultant publicity would put a quick 


stop to it. 


If present fire regulations are impractical or too severe, they 
should be modified. It should not be up to the discretion of the 


individual theatregoer. 
up to the Fire Department. 


Meantime, the responsibility is clearly 








Evans May Do One Early-Evening 


Show Wkly. as Aid to Commuters 


Maurice Evans may play 


one 





early-evening performance a week Ashton Stevens Back 


of his forthcoming “Double Bill” 


production. Actor-manager believes | 


there is a sizable audience for per- 
formances starting about 7 or 7:30 
pm. and enabling commuter- 
patrons to be home and in bed 
by midnight. He’s mulling the 
idea of trying the early curtain 
as soon as the theatre party book- 
ings for his show are over. 

On several trips to London, the 
star has been impressed with way 
early-evening performance has 
stimulated business. Started as a 
wartime measure, when the sub- 
way system was shut down nightly 
to conserve power and because of 
air raids, the early curtain became 
standard practice and the public 
now insists on it. In various cities 
he played on tour with ‘‘Man and 
Superman” last season, Evans ques- 
tioned local playgoers, many of 
whom also expressed approval of 
the idea. 

Evans would probably make the 
early curtain a regular thing one 
night a week for some weeks. He’s 
inclined to favor selecting Monday 
or possibly Tuesday nights. He 
could hardly make it Wednesday, 
a matinee day, and he believes it 
should be early in the week. 


‘Laureola,’ London Hit, 
Due on B’way Next Year 
As Hayward Production 


“Daphne Laureola,’ London 
click announced for Broadway 
presentation this season by Lee 
Shubert, will probably be done a 
year hence by Leland Hayward. 
Laiter concluded a verbal deal 
with Sir Laurence Olivier, the 





producer of the original edition, | 


before leaving London last week. 
Hayward’s manager, Herman 
Bernstein, will probably go to Eng- 
land in a few weeks to sign formal 
contracts. 
Dame Edith Evans and other 
original leads in the drama will be 


brought over for the U. S. engage- 
ment. 





Murdock Vice Schloss 


Philadelphia, Sept. 6. 
Henry T. Murdock. former Philly 


Ledger and Chicago Sun drama |} 
in for the ailing | 


critic, will fill 
Edwin Schloss, who has taken a 
8Ix-month leave of absence from 
the Philly Inquirer. 

At liberty after the merger of 
the Chicago Sun and Times, Mur- 


dock has Since been doi . 
as > n ublic 
relations, ied 


Covering Chi Shows 
Chicago, Sept. 6. 

Ashton Stevens, veteran drama 
critic of the Chicago Herald-Amer- 
ican, covered the opening last 
night (5° of “Summer and Smoke” 
at the Harris theatre. 

He had been ill some time, and 
had not been to the theatre, ex- 
cept to see “Mister Roberts” last 
week. 


Top Stars Evans 
Center Problem 


Availability of top stars will 
probably be the determining factor 





in whether Maurice Evans will, 
manage an eight-week season of re- | 


vivals this winter at the New York 
City Center. Evans figures the 
project would be worthwhile if he 
can get names such as Danny Kaye, 


Gertrude Lawrence, etc., for two- | 


week revivals. Without names of 


that calibre he feels the presenta- | 


tions would lack sufficient b.o. 


The actor-manager, currently re- 


hearsing in his own production of 
two Terence Rattigan plays, under 
‘inclusive title, “Double Bill,” ap- 
| peared at City Center last season 
in ‘‘Man and Superman” and sev- 
eral years ago in his GI “Hamlet.” 
He was approached by 
Baum, of the City Center manage- 
ment, to take charge of a revival 
season, beginning Dec. 26, at the 
municipal house. If it works out, 


Evans’ staff, including George 
Schaefer and Morton DaCosta, 
will handle the backstage end, 


while the regular City Center per- 
sonnel will be in the front of the 
house. 

Odd wrinkle of the situation is 
that Evans, who only last week was 
outlining his ideas of why the 


legit theatre needs more publicity, | 


failed to inform his own press 
agent of his contemplated plans 
for the City Center. As a result, 
the news broke in a small para- 
graph in the N. Y. Times instead 
of via full stories in all the pa- 
pers. 


Delay Saroyan Play 
Hollywood, Sept. 6. 

William Saroyan’s “Don't Go 
Away Mad” will not be unveiled 
here until much later in the fall. 
Show was to have opened at Pasa- 
dena Playhouse last week, with 
playwright coming out from N. ¥Y. 
ifor the preem, 





MAKE. IT PART 
~LIBENSE SETI 


|, Guild offer 


| Paris next season. 








The ticket code of the League 
of N. Y. Theatres may become part 
of the theatre and ticket broker- 
licensing setup of New York City 


by being incorporated into the regu- | 


lations of the license department 
That would provide a means of en- 
forcement of the code, which might 
then become an effective instru- 
ment for cleaning up the ticket 
situation on 3roadwav. 

The League code provides strin- 
gent and elaborate regulation of 
ticket distribution, but it has never 
been and apparently could not be 
enforced by the League itself. 
However, the license department 
could put teeth into it because of 
the license commissioner’s power 
of revocation, which could be ap- 
plied against either brokers or 
theatres. It’s figured that the ex- 
haustive setup of reports on all 
ticket transactions, required under 
the code, could be handled by a 
relatively small staff in the license 
department, possibly by using spot 
checks to detect irregularities. 

Fact that the code is already so 
comprehensive is indicated by the 
fact that the Committee of Thea- 
trical Producers made only one 
suggestion for amending it. That 
recommendation is being carried 
out, and there may be one or two 
other minor changes if and when 
the license department adopts it. 
But the code is considered essen- 
tially satisfactory as is, provided 
city authorities enforce it. 

Actual decision on incorporating 
the code into the license depart- 
ment rules may be reached after 
further conferences between New 
York officials and Mayor William 
O’Dwyer’s theatre advisory com- 
mittee, formed last week under the 
chairmanship of James Sauter. 
This group will make no recom- 
mendations without consulting 
license commissioner Edward T. 
McCaffrey and investigations com- 


missioner John M. Murtagh, it is 
indicated. Both the latter are 
understood to favor making the 


code part 
ment rules. 
Mayor Promises Theatre Aid 
Formation of the theatre ad- 
visory committee last week fol- 
lowed a conference of Broadway 
representatives, called by the 
mayor. Hizzoner’s idea was to 
dispel any idea that his adminis- 


(Continued on page 60) 


Guild Yens Betty Field 
For B’way ‘Wild Duck’; 
She Has French Pic Bid 


Westport, Conn., Sept. 6. 
The Theaire Guild is dickering 
with Betty Field to star in a re- 
vival of “The Wild Duck” on 
Broadway this season. Actress was 
a hit in the Ibsen drama in a 
strawhat revival in Boston several 


of the license depart- 





weeks ago. 
Morton | 


Principal hitch to the project is 
a pending deal Miss Field has to 
appear in a film to be produced in 
France by Paul Henried, for Brit- 
ish release. However, since shoot- 
ing on the picture is to start early 
in October, she may be able to 
complete it in time to take the 
this winter or next 
spring. 

Miss Field stars Sunday night 
(11) in her original role in a Thea- 
tre Guild radio edition of “Dream 
Girl.” 


Wildberg Maps French 


Editions of ‘Lucasta’ 
Paris, Aug. 30. 

John Wildberg, here this week 
on his way to Venice, hopes to 
present French editions of his U. S. 
production, “Anna Lucesta,” in 
He also figures 
on doing -likewise with “Black 
Chiffon,” current London hit for 
which he has acquired the U. S. 
and French rights. 

Producer stopped off here on his 
wav from London to Venice to see 
Ghenini’s Italian production of 
“Billy Budd,” adapted from the 
Herman Melville classic. 
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Road Mors. Visit N.Y. for Bookings 


As Touring Prospects Hit Skids 





Fay Considering 
Doing Serious Play 


Hollywood, Sept. 6 


Frank Fay, who recently com 
pleted a tour in “Harvey,” wants 
to act a serious part in his next 


play. He’s considering a courtroom 
melodrama by Roy Walling, and 
may produce and stage it himself 

During the Boston engagement 
of “Harvey” the comedian was 
quoted as saying he’d like to play 
Hamlet next, but that was figured 
to have been merely a gag. 


Late Seasonal 


Teeoft in Philly 


Philadelphia, Sept. 6 

Philly’s 1949-50 legitimate the- 
atre season will be by all odds the 
latest to tee off of any in the mem- 
ory of present-day playgoers. Time 
was that all the city’s legit houses 
—even when they added up to 
eight or more—unshuttered Labor 
Day, either matinee or night, but 





later on it became the custom to 
stagger the openings. However, 


right down to last season, when 
one show bowed in Labor Day att- 
ernoon and another at night, there 
has always been at least some ac- 
tivitv on that date. 

This year, as now pretty offi- 
cially laid out, three of Philly’s 
four legit houses won’t open until 
October, and the fourth just gets 
in under the wire on Sept. 26, or 
during that week. Last named is 
the Forrest, which gets the mu- 
sical, “Touch and Go,” for a fort- 
night. The Walnut was to 
bowed on the 19th with the 
atre Guild’s production of the 
Lynn Riggs play, “Out of the 
Dust,” but that one has been can- 
celled. Instead, the Walnut will 
relight Oct. 3 with a return of 
“Life With Mother,’ for two 
weeks, 

The Locust won’t join the pa- 
rade until Oct. 10, when it gets 
the tryout, “Montserrat,” as_ first 
of this vear’s ATS subscription of- 
ferings instead of aforementioned 
|Out of the Dust.” The 10th will 
| also see “Goodbye My Fancy” open 
a two-week run at the Forrest. 

These are the only official early 
|bookings. Situation at the Shubert 
is very uncertain. House now isn’t 
‘slated for anything until middle 
or late October—namely a “Stu- 
dent Prince” revival and the mu- 
sical, “Gentlemen Prefer Blondes,” 
tryout, being expected. 

Late October and 


The- 


November 


have | 


+ 


bookings are plentiful, with “Sig- | 


nor Chicago” tryout listed for the 
Locust, Max Gordon’s production 
of “Metropole,” the Guild’s revival 
of “As You Like It,” “The Man 
Who Came to Dinner” and “The 
en of Chaillot,” all being 
due. 


DONALD FLAMM BUYS 
RIGHTS TO BRITISH PLAY 


London, Sept. 6. 
Before planing -back yesterday 


(Mon.) to New York, Donald 
Flamm acquired the London and 
American rights to Denis Can- 


nan’s drama, “Max,” presented at 
the recent Malvern theatre festi- 
val. Producer intends to do the 
show on Broadway next spring, fol- 
lowing his presentation of ‘The 
Late Edwina Black” there in as- 
sociation with Lee Ephraim. He 
will do “Max” in London in asso- 
ciation with Peter Daubeny and on 
Broadway in partnership with Roy 
Limbert. 

“Max” is about a young English 
veteran who goes to occupied Ger- 
many to visit the parents of a Nazi 


soldier he killed during the war. | 


The drama evolves about the Nazi 
sympathies of the dead _ storm 


trooper and the Englishman’s rela- 


tions with the latter’s fiancee and 
,}a German prostitute. 


the 
shows 


As further evidence of 
dearth of prospective road 
for the coming season, a number 
of out-of-town managers have been 
visiting New York for personal 
solicitation of legit bookings In- 
dications are that many of these 
theatre operators planning to 
make the trips a yearly, or even 
twice-yearly, practice 

In last week were Robert Boda, 
manager of the Hartman, Colum- 
bus, O., and William Duggan, of 
the Auditorium, Portland, Ore. 
Number of others have been here 
in recent weeks, and more are re- 
portedly due. All drop into the 
United Booking Office for pow- 
wows, and some also pay visits to 
varlouS Managements likely to 
have touring productions this sea- 
son. 

In the case of Duggan, he’s dick- 
ering to have Portland bookings 
switched from the 1,500-seat May- 
fair, long the standard legit house 
there, to his 3,400-seat Auditorium. 
Because of his much 


are 


larger Ca- 
pacity, he can offer more advan- 
tageous terms than the Mayfair 
management, particularly in the 


case of musicals 

idea of personal visits by local 
managers to the UBO office and 
individual producers is not only to 
get as many shows as possible in 
what will apparently be a slim sea- 
son, but to get the schedule pretty 
well lined up in advance. In that 
way, they will know what open 
dates they are likely to have, and 
can scout around for other book- 
ings, such as concerts, local civie 
functions, etc., to fill. 


‘Harvey’ Bowing in Dublin 
Next Week; ‘Menagerie,’ 
‘Born’ Also Scheduled 


Dublin, Sept. 6. 


lilsley-McCabe’'s Irish presenta- 
tion of “Harvey” gets its tryout 
at Cork Opera House Sept. 12, 


with Stanley Illsley in the Elwood 
P. Dowd role. Play will move into 
Gaiety, Dublin, two weeks later. 
Group has grabbed Irish rights 
to Ronald Jeans’s “Young Wives 
Tale,” also skedded for Cork try- 
out before moving to Dublin. 

Season at Gaiety, apart from 
this pair, will include first Irish 
production of “The Glass Mena- 
gerie” and a revival of “Born Yes- 
terday,” which cleaned up on first 
showing here some months ago. 

Company plans to import sev- 
eral artists, including Australian 
Elaine Montgomerie, Gwendolyn 
Gray and probably Hartley Power 
and Iris Hoey. 


LONDON GETS 2 PLAYS: 
OLIVIER’S DOUBTFUL 


London, Sept. 6. 

Two openings here last week. 
“Fading Mansions” bowed Wednes- 
day (31) at the Duchess while 
“Master of Arts” moved into the 
Strand the following evening. The 
third managerial venture of Laur- 
ence Olivier Productions, ‘‘Man- 
sions,” is a well-acted play which 
unfo!ds a depressing, suicidal love 
story. 

But despite a favorable reception 
from first-nighters, “Mansions” is 
unpalatable and unlikely to draw 
well. Adapted by Donagh Mc- 
Donagh from Jean Anouilh’s “Ro- 
meo et Jeannette,” the piece is a 
modern drama which scored a suc- 
cess in Paris two years ago. Locale 
has been changed from France to 
Ireland in the present version. 

“Master of Arts” is a college 
farce of a blackmailing schoolboy 
which contains good adolescent 
humor. Play stars Roland Culver, 
who has returned after five years 
in Hollywood. Despite a mixed 
reception from the press, entry ap- 
pears to have an even chance. 








Dowling in Houston Hospital 
Houston, Sept. 6. 
Actor-producer Eddie Dowling, 
trying to launch a stock theatre 
here, continues ill in a local hos- 
pital. 


Be la 
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Helen Hayes- Housekeeping’ 316,000, 
Sets Strawhat Record; Hartmans 96 


Salem, Mass., Sept. 6. | 

Helen Hayes broke the boxoffice | 
record for the North Shore the- | 
atre, at nearby Marblehead, with 
a gross of $16,000 for the new Wil- | 
liam McCleery play, “Good House- | 
keeping.” Engagement was 4a' 
smashing climax to the most suc- 
cessful season in the strawhat’s 
seven-year history. 

Play was a hit with Marblehead 
audiences and Miss Hayes indi- 
cated that if the reception is 
equally good the current week at 
Westport, Conn., she will take it to 
Broadway this fall under Theatre 
Guild management. 

Hartmans’ $9,100 at Ivoryton 
Ivoryton, Conn., Sept. 6. 
Grace and Paul Hartman grossed 
a fine $9,100 in eight performances 
at the Ivoryton playhouse— last 
week in their new revue, “Up to 
Now.” Show broke the matinee 
record for the strawhat. 

Engagement concluded the sea- 

son here. 





‘Turtle’ 7G, Washington 
Washington, Sept. 6._ 

Meridian Hill racked up a fair 
$7,000 last week with “The Voice 
of the Turtle,” starring John Beal 
and Nancy Coleman. The towns 
only legit, an outdoor theatre in 
svivan setting, has begun to feel 
the effects of unseasonably cool 
weather. 

Libby Holman winds up 
Meridian season this week with 
Mistress Mine.” 


the 





‘Texas’ Wow 1012G, Westport 

Westport, Conn., Sept. 6. 
Westport Country Playhouse 

chalked up its second highest gross 


: over $10,500. Highest mark was 
registered earlier this season with 
the Ruth Gordon-Garson Kanin 
effort, ““A Month in the Country.” 

The John Wheedon-Sam Moore- 
Johnny Mercer musical has gotten 
the interest of Anthony Farrell, 
who angeled ‘All for Love” for a 
tremendous loss, and it’s reported 
he may bring the musical to Broad- 
Way. 








Peters-‘Barretts’ 1012G, Olney 
Olney, Md., Sept. 6. 
Susan Peters in ‘‘The Barretts of 
Wimpole Street” packed them in 


near-maximum $10,500 at the box- 
office. Extra chairs were neces- 
sary. Crix notices were raves. 
Theatre is sold out for Helen 
Hayes, in “Good Housekeeping,” 
w':h opens Sept. 13. So far 2,500 
Mail orders have been returned. 
Olney has signed Rex O’Malley 
to appear with Moss Hart and Kitty 
Carlisle the week of Sept. 20 in 
“The Man Who Came to Dinner.” 
Miss Peters headed for Holly- 
wood after her week’s stint at 
Olney, last for the strawhat circuit. 
However, she is considering 2 road 
company tour later in the fall. 
Current at Olney is the original 
Broadway production of “The 
Medium” and 
with Marie Powers. 











Dennis King’s ‘2d Man’ 6G 
Chicago, Sept. 6. 


Chevy Chase strawhat, with Den- | 


nis King in S. N. Behrman’s “Sec- 
ond Man,” copped a sweet $¢,000 
last week. Attendance was light 
early in the week, apparently due 
to cool weather, but the weekend 
went to capacity. 

New Bill, Charles Ruggles and 
Tom Duggan in “Nothing But the 
Truth,” opens tonight* (Tues.). 





Le Gallienne’s $5,200 
Stockbridge, Sept. 6. 

Eva i.e Gallienne in “Corn Is 
Green” drew over $5,200 for eight 
performances at $2.90 top in the 
436-seat Berkshire Plavhouse last 
week. It was only $21 under 
capacity. 

j Good advance sale on Ann Hard- 
ing in “Yes, My Darling Daugh- 
ter.” 

Denison’s $15,700 for Season 

Columbus, O., Sept. 6. 
The Denison U. summer theatre, 
near here, closed its third season 
with a gross income of $15.700. in- 
cluding boxoffice receipts, program 
advertising and sale of refresh- 

ments. 

This compares with $6,900 and 

$9,600 the two previous seasons. 





Sellout for Ann Harding 
Mountainhome, Pa., Sept. 6 


| tion. 


is 


at Olney theatre last week to a/§ 


“The Telephone,” | 


inees, and a special matinee was 
given Friday with full house. 

It was best week of the season > 
for the playhouse. | 
| 
Repeat ‘Home of the Brave’ | 

Malden Bridge, N. Y., Sept. 6. _ 

The Valley Players closed their 
first season at the Malden Bridge 
Plavhouse Labor Day (5) in “The 
Voice of the Turtle,” but six mem- 
bers of the company will present 
“Home of the Brave” in Pough- 
keepsie, Sept. 10. Drama on in- 
tolerance in the Army during the 
war. was well received when the 
strawhat group did it at Malden 
Bridge three weeks ago. 

The Valley Players, v.hose winter 
base is at the Cleveland Playhouse, 
leased the Malden Bridge spot for 
the season from Mr. and Mrs. Wal- 
ter Wood (Eunice Osborne). 








Lambertville’s $7,800 for ‘Park’ 
Lambertville, N. J., Sept. 6. _ 

Music Circus grossed an esti- 
mated $7,800 for “Up In Central 
Park” last week. Figure is slightly 
under capacity for tent arena opera- 
“Sweethearts” week before 
was around $7,500, with local cen- 
tennial celebration tending to off- 
set biz. 

Wilbur Evans and Paul Reed 
repeated Broadway roles in “Cen- 
tral Park’ last week. Susanna 
Foster co-starred and Johnny Call 
returned after week’s vacation. 
Evans also staged production, with 
Bob Zeller conducting. St. John 
Terrell, ex-actor who is originator 

(Continued on page 60) 


PORTERFIELD ADDS WK. 
TO BARTER FESTIVAL 


Abingdon, Va., Sept. 6. 

Barter Theatre winds up _ its 
three-week “drama _ festival’ on 
Saturday (10) with Moliere’s “The 
Imaginary Invalid.” Laiter plays 
all this week. 

Festival usually runs two weeks 
to conclude the summer activities 
of Robert Porterfield’s strawhat 
company, and includes one or two 
night performances of the choice 
| offerings of the three-month sea- 
|'son. This year, popularity of ‘In- 
valid,” plus the unusual influx of 
tourists, prompted Porterfield to 
add a week. 
| With the conclusion of the sum- 
mer season, several Barter com- 
/panies will tour in repertory. Por- 
| terfield, with the largest Equity 
'company off Broadway, now keeps 
some 50-odd actors and technicians 
,at work 50 weeks of the year. 
| Among his principal members this 
|year are Frederick Warriner, di- 
rector-actor Owen Phillips, Her- 
bert Nelson, Joan DeWeese, Ernest 
| Borgnine, Tom McDermott, Mary 
| Hayden, Elizabeth Wilson, Gordon 
|Sommers, Caddell Burroughs and 
Mell Turner. 





of the season with the week’s try-| 
out of “Texas, Li’l Darlin’,” scoring | 





‘Mendelssohn Stranger’ 
| In Lemonade U. S. Preem 


The enterprising Lemonade 
|Opera Co., which introduced Kurt 
Weill’s “Down In the Valley” to 
N.Y. a month ago, is now giving 
the first U.S. performance of: Felix: 


Chi Opera Mgr. Sues 
Backer in False Arrest 


Chicago, Sept. 6. 
A false arrest suit totaling $500,- 
000 was filed in Chi district federal 
court by Joseph A. Varga, former 
manager of the defunct Chicago 
Popular Opera Co., against Dolores 


| Frisch, an investor in the former 


opera company. 

gfe claims Miss Frisch filed 
embezzlement charges against him, 
resulting in his being held in jail 
before his acquittal. Miss Frisch 
had charge Varga with embezzling 


$2,500 that belonged to her in Jan- | 


uary, 1948. 





Legit Enthusiasm High 
Through Israc’ ‘‘espite 
Handicaps; SRO Nightly 


Enthusiasm for the theatre, un- 
matched in New York or America, 
marks the people of Israel, accord- 
ing to Sam Leve. The new-born 


state, he says, finds legit its chief 
entertainment. The four theatres 
ef Tel Aviv, the legit capital— 
Habimah, Ohel, Chamber and Mat- 
tatei—all go on tour regularly. 
The Tel Aviv housés are modern, 
although they lack equipment, so 
that plays are primitively done. 
On tour, conditions are still more 
primitive. Yet the SRO sign is up 
nightly in Tel Aviv, and throughout 
the collectives whenever the com- 
panies tour. | 

Leve, whose last Broadway job 
was as technical director and light- 
ing expert on “The Madwoman of 
Chaillot,” returned recently from 
a month in Israel, where he had 
gone at request of the American 
Fund for Israeli Institutions to 
make a survey of legit technical 
,.eeds there. The Habimah, with 
which Leve worked when it visited 
America a year ago, requested the 
Fund to send him. Culturally, 
said Leve, the Israeli have good 
taste in the theatre. Physically, 
they’re handicapped. 

Leve saw Habimah go on tour, 
taking a portable platform, to visit 
a kibbutz, or collective settlement. 
The stage was set up in the field, 
in sort of semi-circular outdoor 
arena fashion. Bales of straw 
served for seats. Play didn’t start 
until 10 p.m., after the farmers 
had finished all their evening 
chores. Leve described it all as a 
magnificent sight. Everyone is 
hungry for the theatre, he said. 
In Tel Aviv, kids sat on adjacent 
roofs to peep in, or climbed the 
theatre walls, to hang on and watch. 


Habimah has a modern hit in | 
“Wastes of the Desert,’ drama of | 
e.the recent Israeli-Arab conflict. It | 
it’s 


isn’t artistic, says Leve, but 
good theatre, and audiences lap 
it up. Habimah also presented 
“Montserrat,” French play due for 
New York this season, which Har- 
old Clurman staged. 


Otherwise, Leve feels, much 
‘of Israeli legit is disappointing. 
|The country has few modern 
playwrights; the theatres usually 
rely on foreign imports and adap- 
tations. 
back, he says. They also have 
no firstrate directors because they 


don’t trouble to train any. Leve 
criticized their habit of calling 
in foreign directors who don’t 


know the language. Native actors 


It’s their greatest draw- | 


Mendelssohn's “The Stranger,” at 
its Greenwich Village playhouse. 
| “Valley” is being double-billed with 
the one-act Mendelssohn music- 
work. 

| “Stranger” is an operatic frag- 
ment, an hour-long romantic fan- 
_tasy Mendelssohn composed for the 
silver wedding anni of his parents. 
It has lovely melodies, although 
the music is too much the oratorio 
or concert, rather than the theatre. 


type. The libretto—story ‘of a 
long-lost son’s return—is a little 
naive and aimless. The music. 


though charming, is minor-grade, 
so that “Stranger” Can only hope 
for little theatre or conservatory 
presentation. 

The Lemonaders, however, do 
the work in excellent style, using 


young, talented singers recruited 
from Broadway musicals or con- 


cert and radio work. Ruth Kobart. 
as the Mayor's wife, is outstanding, 
with Margaret Ritter, Francis Mo- 
nachino and: Peter Hodshon in 
strong support. Bron, 





Joseph Wagner, American com- 
poser-conductor, leads the Stock- 


don’t seem to have too much’ 
‘yen to direct. With all the groups | 
co-operative an actor feels secure 
in his job and doesn’t want the | 
headaches of a director, said Leve. 

The U. S. technician gave a few 
lectures on lighting and staging to 
legit groups, and held roundtable | 
discussions afterwards. Betause of 
the state’s dire need of equipment, 
he is forming a committee in New 
York to procure funds or supplies 
for Israel. Eddie Kook, of Century 
Lighting, has already agreed to 
serve. Leve also has a plan to get 
set parts and other equipment from 
producers. when their shows close, 
to ship abroad. All these matters 
will be under supervision of the 
American Fund. 





‘Prostitute’ Will Be 
Staged by L. A. Group 


Hollywood, Sept. 6. 
“Respectful Prostitute” and 
“Hope Is A Thing With Feathers” 
will be staged here at the Coronet 
theatre late this month. Shows will 
be put on by Circle Players in as- 


The Pocono Playhouse did ca- holm Philharmonic Orchestra in g SOCl4U0n with Lasar Grosberg. 


in “Yes, My Darling Daughter.” 


next Sunday (11). He leaves for 


pacity last week with Ann Harding concert of American compositions Peter Ziesler will probably direct. 


Ziesler, who was stage manager 


House was sold out in advance for the U. S. the following day to re- for the Chi presentation of both 
all regular performances, includ- sume as batoner with the Duluth Pieces, has just arrived from the 


ing Wednesday and Saturday mat- 


Symphony Orchestra Oct. 1. 


east to begin casting. 


| ‘Howdy, Mr. 


Inside Stuff—Lesit 


Producer-director John Houseman has an article, “No Bus 
Show Business,” in the current (September) issue of Harper's 
in which he discusses legit economics and the unsound co 
Piece quotes statements and sta 
erally from Variety and presents a financial history of an act 
Latter isn’t identified, but it’s understood 
to the World,” which Houseman presented two seasons ago, in 


the contemparary theatre. 


way production. 


siness Like 
magazine 
ndition of 
tistics lib. 
ual Broad. 
to be “Joy 


ciation with William R. Katzell. Figures cited in the article reel yo 


“Joy” repaid less than $6,000 on a total investment of $74,109 
cluding overcall). Production expense was $39,800, with an additi 
loss of $21,000 out of town, plus $7,400 on the 123d-performance Br 


way run. 
Although Houseman hints in the 


cessive terms to director, co-producer, etc., he doesn't mention 
the case of “Joy” he was over a barrel, as the script w 
him by the author, Allen Scott, already largely finance 
| says nothing specific about theatre terms, although his statements indi. 
'cate he had a tough deal for the 
| 35° on the first $12,500, and 30% on the balance. 


that 

(in- 
onal 
oad- 


piece about having had to Sive ex. 


that in 
as brought to 
d. Producer also 
Plymouth, N. Y., at approximately 
Figures cited also 


show the producers got $200 a week salary, besides $100 office expense 
Incidentally, Houseman is identified in a footnote as a Stage and film 


director-producer and his credits 
Saints in Three Acts” and “Cradle 


are listed as “Native Son.” “Four 
Will Rock,” but “Joy” is omitted. — 





The Barter theatre of Abingdon, Va., has the distinction of being one 
of the few theatres in the country with a resident playwright. Mont. 
gomery Hare has held this position since the theatre was reorganized 
after the war, and Robert Porterfield, its founder-director, decided that 


Barter should have its own writer 


in residence. During the summer 
’ 


when he’s not writing plays, and sometimes even when he is, Hare is 


also technical director of the theatre. 


length plays is done at his home 


Each season at least one of his play 


Much of the work on his full 
in Connecticut during the winter, 
s is produced by the Barter players, 


His newest, a cowboy fantasy, “Baa-Baa Black Sheep,” is being staged 
here as part of the theatre’s 1949 Drama Festival. 





Although the repeated absences of Ezio Pinza from the cast of “South 
Pacific’ is a headache to the management, it actually means a sub- 


stantial saving for the show. 
get 7% of the gross, amounting to 


Pinza and Mary Martin, as co-stars, each 


$3,542 apiece. On a week like last, 


when Pinza missed seven performances, he lost seven-eighths pay, or 


approximately $3,100. 


Presumably the producers, Richard Rodgers & 


Oscar Hammerstein, II, in association with Leland Hayward and Joshua 
Logan, give a bonus to Pinza’s understudy, Dickinson Eastham, when 


he takes over the male lead. 


But it would hardly be more than a frac. 
tion of the saving on Pinza’s salary. 


There have never been demands 


for ticket refunds on Pinza’s absence. 





“Harvey,” the six-foot rabbit, has enriched the U. of Kansas World 
War II Memorial Assn. fund to the tune of $1,874.88. The sum repre- 
sents the net receipts from a presentation of the play by the university 


drama department with the play 


’s producer, Brock Pemberton, as 


Elwood P. Dowd. Pemberton waived royalties on the presentation ag 


well as receipts over and above taxes and expenses. 
the performance last spring the association received $1,100. 


At the time of 
Last week 


$774.88 was turned over to the association as the “Harvey” account was 
closed on the student, activities book. Actually the money represents a 
gift from Pemberton to the university, his alma mater. 





“A Harlequinade,” short comedy 


to be produced shortly by Maurice 


Evans as part of the Terence Rattigan “Double Bill,” is understood to 
contain a number of characters patterned after readily-identifiable legit 
stars, two of whom are said to be Alfred Lunt and Lynn Fontanne, 
Play is a frivolous spoof of a more or less typical Shakespearean re- 


hearsal, and the author is said to 


natured ribbing of some of his friends and associates. 
ago the Lunts starred in Rattigan’s ‘ 


have taken the occasion for good- 
Several seasons 
‘O Mistress Mine” in London (where 


it was titled “Love in Idleness”), and then in the U. S. 


Ann Lee, who operates the 
Strawhat, El Teatro de Santa Fe 
_(N. M.), will be in New York dur- 
ing October, before going to 
Phoenix, Ariz., to reopen her win- 
ter season at the Sombrero theatre 
...Alan Schneider, U. S. director 
who has been teaching at Darting- 
‘ton Hall, Totnes, England, will re- 
| turn to New York late in Septem- 
ber, after visiting France with his 
recent bride...‘‘The Innocents,” 
William Archibald’s dramatization 
of the Henry James novel, “The 
' Turn of the Screw,” will be tried 
out the week of Sept. 19 at Pocono 
playhouse, Mountainhome,  Pa., 
prior to Broadway. Leueen Mac- 
Grath and David Cole will have the 
leads and ‘Herman Shumlin will 
direct for Richard Aldrich and 
Richard Myers, in association with 
Thomas and Ann Noyes. 


_Fortunia Bonanova will star in 
his own play, “Glamour Is the 
Gimmick,” opening Oct. 7 at the 
Lobero theatre, Santa Barbara .. 

Erwin Piscator, who directed the 
Lake Placid (N. Y.) Drama 
Festival this year, intends to make 
an annual affair of it, with name 
changed to the Adirondack Festi- 
val. Program next season will in- 
clude legit productions, ballet and 
concerts 
out ahead of Ballet Russe de Monte 
Carlo. 

Benjamin Kutcher, producer of 
the touring “Anna Lucasta,” talk- 
ing to Ken Parker, a skater in 


Eddie Scanlon, who pro- 
duces musical revivals for 
presentation on his own. Title of 
th® piece isn’t revealed... Sydney 
Grant, who recently concluded a 
four-year run in “Harvey,” planed 
to the Coast last week on a picture 
deal.. Option of Clifford Hayman 
and Ben Boyar to _ present 


Josephine Hull in the London suc-| 


cess, “Miss Mabel,” expires at the 
end of September. 


Jean Dalrymple is due back this | 


week from the Coast, where she’s 
been seeking stars for her sched- 
uled = fall 


- Legit Bits 


Dorothy Pierre to go) 


\ Ice of 1950,” about | 
| heading and directing a touring ice | 
| show 
the | 
Shuberts, has optioned a play for | 


productions... Johnny | 





| Stewart, 13, will play the lead in 
_the Richard Rodgers-Oscar Ham- 
_merstein, II, production of “The 

Happy Time,” adapted by Samuel 
|Taylor from Robert  Fontaine’s 
| novel...Morton Gould will com- 
pose the score for the Theatre 
Guild’s musical version of “The 
| Pursuit of Happiness,” for which 
| Dorothy and Herbert Fields have 

written the book. Gould succeeds 
| Burton Lane, who withdrew be- 


cause of differences with the 
| librettists. ; 
| Backers of Sidney Kingsley’s 


| “Detective Story” last week re- 
| eeived 25% return on their invest- 
ment, bringing the tota! sayment 
to 100% so far on the $75,000 pro- 
duction... With a record minimum 
of new productions indicated for 
this season on Broadway and the 
| road, Lee Shubert is lining up still 
‘more shows to fill his theatres. 
‘Latest acquisition, about to be 
'signed, is the London hit, “The 
Chiltern Hundreds,” by W. Doug- 
‘las-Home. It is slated for New 
York this fall, with A. E. Matthews 
| and George Curgon repeating theif 
original characterizations. 

| Vernon Rice, drama _ editor of 
The N. Y. Post, planes Sept. 17 to 
Dublin, then to London, to see 
shows. He’s due back Oct. 3..> 
Bill Mooney, pressagent for the 
'Boston summer theatre the 
Tributary theatre of Boston, trans 
ferring to New York . Elliot 
Norton, drama critic of the Boston 
Post, will write a Boston chapter 
for John Chapman’s upcoming 
edition of the annual Burns 
Mantle Best Plays of 1948-49" .-> 
Norman Bel Geddes will not be 
peat tena! | with Eddie Dowlings 
' theatricaf activities in Houston <-> 
Don Gibson and Elizabeth Hoffman 
will open a theatre-in-the-roun 

Sept. 20 on the roof of the Ansley 
hotel, Atlanta, with Gerald Savory 
as director and James Reese rT 
stage manager. The evening 1 
will star Edward Everett Horton 
in “Springtime for Henry. 

Ed Haas will be company mana° 
ger of the City Center opera cous 
pany this season .. . Mary Mar 

(Continued on page 60) 
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VARIETY 


LEGITIMATE 59 





Number of shows current... 





Total season’s gross so far by all shows 
Number of new productions so far 


BROADWAY 


Total weeks played so far by all shows.... 
Total gross for all current shows last week 


Total Legit Grosses 


The following are the comparative figures, based on Variety's 
boxoffice estimates for last week (the 14th week of the season) 
and the corresponding week of last season: 


ROAD 
(Excluding Stock) 


Number of current touring shows reported 
Total weeks played so far by all shows 
Total road gross reported last week 


Season’s total road gross so far 


This Last 
Season Season ° 
ay era tt eae > 15 15 
212 266 
$407.400 $361,300 
. $5.466.100 $5,797,900 
eee 2 2 
11 16 
134 194 


$288,600 


$287,600 
$3,886,000 


$4,395,900 
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Fading Mansion 


London, Sept. 1. 


Laurence Olivier presentation (in asso- 
ciation with Duchess Productions) of 
drama in three acts by Donagh McDonagh, 
adapted from “Romeo et Jeanette,” by 
Jean Anouilh. Directed by Anthony Bu- 
shell. At Duchess, London, Aug. 31, °49. 
Sheila Joyce Annabel Maule 
Mrs. Donnelly Joan Young 
Desmond Donnelly Liam Gaffney 
Hugh Joyce Michael Gough 
Cormac Joyce@......+++:- George Relph 
Maura Joyce.........-. Siobhan McKenna 





This third of Laurence Olivier’s 
productions will be received with 
more mixed feelings than its pre- 
decessors, “Born Yesterday” and 
“Daphne Laureola.” It is mud- 
died and unsatisfying and owes 
much of its merit to his actors. A 

' may have lost something in 
cale, and its appeal will probably 
be limited to a specialized audi- 
ence. 

Action takes place in a dilapi- 
dated home in the West of Ire- 
land, showing faint traces of its 

| former dignity. The elder daughter 
returns, bringing her fiance and his 
mother from Belfast, and is ap- 
palled at the neglect and deteri- 

' eration. This feeling turns to des- 

air when the boy is immediately 
ewitched by her slut of a sister. 

He knows she is a liar and a wan- 

ton but goes off with her on a few 

hours’ acquaintance, only to re- 
turn when he hears his first love 
has attempted suicide. The young- 
er one immediately marries an old 
lover but as soon as the others 
| have left the house she walks into 
the sea, still in her bridal gown. 

The boy sees here from the cliffs 

and rushes after her—not to her 
rescue—but to join her in a wat- 
ery grave. 

Annabel Maule makes a pathetic 
figure of the wronged sister and 
Liam Gaffney gives an_ earnest 
sincerity to the complex character 
of the vacillating male. His per- 
formance is overshadowed by the 
stronger personality of Michael 
Gough who gives a great interpre- 
tation of the cynical, cuckolded 
brother, cheated by love and de- 
termined to lecture to all and sun- 
dry on its snares. Siobhan Mc- 
Kenna, best known for ler depic- 


witchlike hold on the boy almost 
believable. George Relph turns in 
a meaty characterization as the 
shiftless father. Clem. 





Master of Arts 
London, Sept. 2. 


cuinnit & Dunfee (in association with 

Gordon Stewart) presentation of comedy 
Di three acts by William Douglas Home. 
rected by Michael Benthall. At Strand, 
London, Sept. 1, *49. 

Ronald Knight Roland Culver 

David O’Brien 


Robin Spender 

Farl i ee Michael Atkinson 

—— Seer Ursula Howells 

Seerick Spender........ Norman Pierce 
rs. Spender Barbara Leake 


This scholastic frolic is a far cry 
trom the author’s previous efforts, 
The Chiltern Hundreds,” and his 
eee play, “Now Barabbas.” It 
co a slightly incredulous theme. 
ut falls short of pure farce, and 
nS appeal is unlikely to stretch 
2eyond its present confines, where 


. Should make excellent vacation 
are for the teenagers around 
Christmas. 


Phen) in a famous school (a thinly 
ba quised Eton), story concerns a 
ea housemaster who is black- 
a < by one of his brood, who 
hin aken a candid camera shot of 

m kissing his sister. The boy 


Newspaper article on “The Aboli- 


tes her ears to print such a pic- 
der dry uPPort of her theories. Un- 
mond. uress the tutor connives at the 
cas. absence to attend the 
spott y, Ascot race meeting. He is 
Mac €d in the crowd by the head- 

aster’s wife resulting in trouble 
all around. 


straint housemaster sets himself 


a heavy bet and contributing 





Plays Abroad 


| success in Paris two years ago, it | 
its | 
transitien from French to Irish lo- | 


tion of untamed sirens, makes her) 


Duke a ae John Miller | 
michess of Fernyrigg...... Enid Sass | 
cadmaster 2 ae Graham Stuert | 

PRs ose 5 ded.ceee Margot Lister | 


nows his mother is preparing a! 


tion of Public Schools” and would. 


withes* by taking a long chance 


the proceeds to the fund the head- 
master is launching for an addi- 
tional library. 

Early pacing is slow, but builds 
up to a brisk third act with Roland 
Culver getting the maximum of 
effect from his best scene, where 
he sits by the 
agonies of suspense listening to the 
race. Ursula Howells is charming 
as his heart throb, and 
O’Brien is suitably graceless and 
ert as the young brother. Enid 
Sass brings a breath of the old 
stagedoor atmosphere as_ the 
Duchess who graduated from the 
chorus, and other parents and fa- 
culty are suitably contrasted and 
commendably portrayed. Clem. 


Born Yesterday 


Tel Aviv, Aug. 20. 

Premiere of Garson Kanin’s 
“Born Yesterday” at the Tel Aviv 
Chamber theatre was the highlight 
of August show biz in Israel. It’s 
one of the very few American the- 
atrical products which has borne 
transplanting, without taking on a 
sickly wilted look in the process. 
There has been no effort to graft 
it onto some local stock. 
_ Yair Burla turned the English 
into Hebrew without quite strip- 
ping it of its American turn of 
phrase and not quite achieving 
a completely highbrow Hebrew 
idiom. In this particular case, the 
success of the Manhattan transfer 
was due to the guest-direction of 
Peter Frye and very good perform- 
ances by Hanns Marron and Yossef 
Yadin. 
_ Hanna Marron’s impersonation 
is in every way as satisfactory as 
that of Judy Holliday. She looks 
the part and acts both the shrill 
and tender moments in a _ thor- 
oughly enjoyable manner. Yossef 
Yadin as Harry Brock is loud, 
noisy and cruel. He makes the 
most of a part which suits him 
very well. Since we have coopera- 
tive theatre, we must get used to 
the fact that our best actors are 
often seen in parts which in no 





way give full scope for their real | 


talents. Ben Yossef handles the 
role of the dipsomaniac lawyer 
with his usual skill. 
Temperamentally and physically, 
Isaac Shilo looks exactly the type 
ot bright young man trying to re- 
form the U. S. Gershon Klein, 
Chanan Simtai, Rachel Marcus, 
Gizella Anska are all adequate in 
their supporting parts. In addi- 
tion to directing, Frye gives us an 
exquisite looking interior of a 
modern Washington hotel. It really 
looks as if it might have cost the 
$225 a day which Brock insisted 
was in keeping with his station in 
life. Frango. 


11th L’ville Al Fresco 
Season 2d Best at 106 Net 


Eleventh season of summer mu- 
sicals at Iroquis Amphitheatre just 
concluded. was second most suc- 
cessful in its history. Officials of 
the Louisville Park Theatrical 
Assn. estimated the net profit for 
the six-week season will hit be- 
tween $10,000 and $12,000. Net 
ticket sales to 97,000 patrons 
amounted to $146,000. 

Maurice Settle, executive secre- 
tary of the association, said this 
season was surpassed only by 1946, 
when a profit of $19,261 was real- 
ized from 106,091 paying patrons 
who accounted for a _ gross of 
$149,125. 

George E. Gans, president of thé 
civie non-profit organization, said 
profit will be used to improve am- 
phitheatre facilities and be plowed 
into productions for 1950. 


‘Brig’ 261,G, Vancouver 


Vancouver, Sept. 6. 








“Brigadoon” grossed a nice $26,- | 


500 at the International here last 
week. 


Musical is at Calgary this week, 


then goes to Winnipeg. 


radio registering | 


David | 


| 


Oberfelder Has Big 
| 


Denver, Sept. 6. 

Opening Friday (9) with pre- 
miere of “Holiday on Ice,’ Arthur 
M. Oberfelder, local 
has a big schedule of legit and 
, concerts for the winter and spring. 
“Holiday on Ice” will stay a week 
at the muny auditorium, where 
Oberfelder’s attractions mainly 
show. ; 

Following “Holiday” 
“Grand Ole Opry,” Sept. 18: 
“Finian’s Rainbow,” Sept. 19-21; 
“Streetcar Named Desire,” Oct. 21- 
Burton Holmes travelog, Oct 
23-24: Phil Spitalny all-girl orch. 
Oct. 26: Ballet 


will 


ne 
aa; 


Russe de Monte 
Carlo, Nov. 4-5; “Silver Whistle.” 
Nov.12-13; “Inside U.S.A..” late 
Nov.; “High Button Shoes.” early 
Dec.; Spike Jones, Dec. 5: “Skat- 
ing Vanities,’ Dec. 27-Jan. 2: 
“Goodbye My Fancy.” Feb. 10-11: 


Shoes’ $45,000, 
Crazy’ 406, LA. 


Los Angeles, Sept. 6. 
Legit biz here continued to dip 
Slightly during the past week, with 
Horace Heidt’s “The Kids Break 
Through,” amateur revue, trailing 
the field. “High Button Shoes” and 
“Girl Crazy” were both mild in the 
musical field. ‘Sugar Hill,’ all- 
colored revue, kept its average up, 
however, with fair boxoffice at the 
small Las Palmas. 
Estimates For Last Week 
“Girl Crazy,” Greek (2nd wk) 
(4,400; $3.60). Not too good $40,000. 
“High Button Shoes,” Philhar- 
monic Aud \3d wk) (2,670; $4.80). 
Continuing to slide; almost $45,000. 
“Sugar Hill,” Las Palmas (8th 
wk) (388; $3.60). Okay $6,500. 





Schedule for Denver. 


be 


“The Kids Break Through,” FE]! 


Capitan. (list wk) (1,142; $2.40). 
Poor $10,000. Standard biz for the 
house has been $17,100, near-ca- 
pacity, during the long run of Ken 
Murray’s “Blackouts.” 


HOCKER JOINS LEIGH TO 
HYPO CONCERT SETUP 


C. David Hocker, manager of 
Robin Hood Dell concerts in Philly 
for 10 years, has joined W. Colston 
Leigh lecture bureau as exec as- 
sistant to Leigh, to expand the 
bureau’s concert department. Bu- 
reau now has Alexander Kipnis, 
Amparo Iturbi, Carol Bruce, Ken- 
neth Spencer, Earl 
Reyes, Frederick Jagel, Edward 
Kane and the Westminster Choir 
on its list. 

Before joining Leigh, Hocker 
was veepee of James A. Davidson 
management, concert bureau, for 
two years. He managed Robin 
Hood Dell from 1939 to 1949, dou- 
bling the last two years with Da- 
vidson. He also was co-founder in 
' 1938 of the Philadelphia Gpera Co., 
which he managed till it discontin- 
ued operations in 1945. 


Mae West- ‘Lil’ Nabs 
Wow $32,500, Detroit 


Detroit, Sept. 6. 
| Mae West took Detroit last week 








Wild, Angel | 


‘to the tune of $32,500. Star brought | 


“Diamond Lil” to the Cass theatre 
from a successful stand at Central 
City, Col., and repeated with local 
audiences. Meller moved to New 
York over the weekend to resume 
its brief run of last season, cur- 
tailed when the star fractured an 
ankle. 

Second company of “Death of a 
Salesman,” with Thomas Mitchell 
in the original Lee J. Cobb part, 
opened last night ‘Mon.) for a two- 
week engagement before going to 
Chicago for an extended run. 





‘Okla.’ Whammo 
$49,400 in Ottawa 


Ottawa, Sept. 6. 
“Oklahoma!” pulled a spectacu- 
lar $49,400 at the 2,52i-seat Capl- 
tol here last week. 
Theatre Guild production moved 
to Toronto for this week. 





‘Brig’ for Winnipeg 
Winnipeg, Sept. 6. 
Road company of “Brigadoon” 
plays here one week at Playhouse 
beginning Sept. 12. 
Prices are $1.90 to $4.95. 


Bway Spotty in Pre-Holiday Week: 


‘Liberty 426, Bolger SRO $37,800, 


impresario, | 





Current Road Shows 


(Sept. 5-17) 

Blackstone —— Davidson, Milwau- 
kee (12-17). 

“Brigadoon” Grand, Calgary 
(5-10); Playhouse, Winnipeg (12- 
17). 

“Death of a Salesman” Cass 
Detroit (5-17) 

“Finian’s Rainbow” Nixon 


Pittsburgh (5-10); Music Halli, K. C 
(12-17). 

“High Button Shoes’ — Philhar- 
monic, L. A. (5-10); Russ Aud., San 
Diego (11-12); Municipal Aud., Long 
Beach (13); Civic Aud., Pasadena 
(14); Arlington, Santa Barbara (15); 
Civie Aud., San Jose (17). 

“Kiss Me, Kate”—Curran, Frisco 
(5-17). 

“Life with Mother’—Playhouse, 
Wilmineton (15-17). 

“Mister Roberts’’—Erlanger, Chi 
(5-17). 

“Oklahoma!” — Royal Alexandra, 
Toronto ‘5-10); Hanna, Cleve (12- 
ihe by 

“Silver Whistle’—Princeton 
Wipe 

“Streetcar Named 
Geary, Frisco (5-17). 

“Summer and Smoke”- 
Chi (5-17). 


Roberts’ $26,700 
As Sole Chi Play 


Chicago, Sept. 6. 

cold nights last week 
the “Mr. Roberts” take, 
$1,300 over last week's 
gross, at the same time nicking 
straw hat biz. “Summer And 
Smoke,” despite early opening (5) 
for a Theatre Guild subscription 
play, is getting generous play, with 
first three weeks of Guild giving 
it healthy advance. 

Chevy Chase Summer Theatre’s 
“Second Man,” with Dennis King, 


(16- 
Desire” - 


Harris, 





A few 
spurted 
around 


got raves from the crix, but biz 
was slower than expected. King 


will revive play for a regular Chi 
opening this season if he can se- 
cure a loop house. Strawhatter 
closes its first season with Charles 
Ruggles in “Nothing But The 
Truth,” Sept. 6-11. 
Estimates for Last Week 

“Mr. Roberts,” Erlanger (52nd 
week) (1.334; $4.33). Approaching 
SRO with excellent $26,700. 

“Summer and Smoke,” Harris 
(1,000; $3.71). Opened last night 
(Mon.) as first Theatre Guild sub- 
scription ot the season. 


‘KATE’ 426 IN 4TH WK., 
‘STREETCAR’ 206, FRISCO 


San Francisco, Sept. 6. 

“Kiss Me, Kate,” with Anne Jeff- 
reys, Keith Andres, Julie Wilson 
and Mare Platt, is still doing ca- 
pacity, and with seasonal sale over 
for this Civic Light Opera produc- 
tion, the fourth stanza showed a 
capacity $42,000. Show is scaled to 
a $4.80 top at the 1,775-seat Cur- 
ran. 

“Streetcar Named Desire,” now 
in its sixth stanza at the 1,550-seat 
Geary, chalked up a strong $20,000 
last week. The juggling of princi- 
pals of the Broadway and national 
company cast resulted in Ralph 
Meeker succeeding Anthony Quinn, 
who replaced him in New York 
production. Mary Welch also 
moved to N. Y., with Jorja Curt- 
wright stepping into her role lo- 
cally. 


Finian’ Neat $25,400 
In Week at New Haven 


New Haven, Sept. 6. 








Shubert fired the 1949-50 start- | 


ing gun with a full-week stand (29- 
3) of the new setup of “Finian’s 
Rainbow.” It was a good opener, 
with steady biz on the eight per- 
formances registering a total $25,- 
400 at $4.20 top. 

House is dark until George Ab- 


bott brings the breakin of ‘Touch | 


and Go” here for four days (21-25). 
Others on the fall list include 

“Student Prince” (29-1); preem of 

“Regina” (Oct. 6-8); “Good House- 

keeping” (tentative for Oct. 10- 

nk “Life With Mother” (Oct. 17- 
is 


‘Anne’ $18,500, Madwoman’ $18,300 


+ 


Pre-holidavy lull took the edge 
off the Broadway b.o. in some cases 
last week, as expected. But with 
the arrival of Labor Day, business 


is due to improve steadily until 
about Thanksgiving, when the pre- 
Christmas decline begins. Attend- 
ance was bullish at Labor Day mat- 
inees (5), but drooped that night 


and was expected to be still some- 
what off last night. That was ac- 
cording to the traditional pattern. 


There have still been no closings 


since early summer but some 
changes in the list begin this week. 
Ken Murray's “Blackouts” vaude- 
ville was due last night at the 


Ziegfeld and Mae West returns in 


“Diamond Lil” tonight (Wed.) at 
the Plymouth “Night in Spain” 
(formerly “Cabalgata’’) closes 
Saturday night (10) at the Broad- 


way, and will resume its tour. 
Estimates for Last Week 
(Comedy), D (Drama), 

(Comedy-Drama), R (Revue), 
(Musical), O (Operetta). 

Other parenthetic figures refer 
to seating capacity and top price, 
including 20°> amusement tax. 

However, grosses vet; 1 
exclusive of tax. 

“Anne of 1,000 Days,” 
(31st wk) (D-1,361; $4.80). Cos- 
tume drama has been making a 
small operating profit since resum- 
ing after the summer layoff; 
$18,500. 

“Born Yesterday,” Miller (187th 
wk) (C-940; $2.40). Still keeping 
going; rose a notch to $6,700. 

“Death of a Salesman,”’ Morosco 
(30th wk) (D-919; $4.80). Same 
every week; $24,100. 

“Detective Story,” Hudson (24th 


Keys: C 
Cp 
M 


are 4.5 


Shubert 


wk) (D-1,057; $4.80). Off a trifle 
with the field; $21,000, 

“Goodbye, My Fancy,” Fulton 
(41st wk) (CD-366; $4.80). Also 


felt the seasonal letup; about $10,- 
000. 

“Howdy, Mr. Ice of 1950,” Center 
(15th wk) (R-2,964; $2.88). Holi- 
day weekends don’t hurt this tour- 
ist attraction; $38,000; plays 11 per- 
formances this week. 

“Kiss Me, Kate,” Century (36th 
wk) M-1,654; $6). Never changes; 
$47,200. 

“Lend <An_ Ear,” Broadhurst 
(38th wk) (R-1,160; $6). Jumped 
back to $$27,200. 

‘“Madwoman of Chaillot,” Royale 
(27th wk) (CD-1,035; $4.80). French 
import has done promisingly since 
its reopening; $18,300. 

“Miss Liberty,” Imperial (8th 
wk) (M-1,400; $6.60). Slipped a lit- 


i tle more below capacity, but still 


got lots of operating profit; $42,000. 

“Mister Roberts,” Alvin (81st 
wk) (CD-1,357; $4.80). Fased 
slightly from capacity. but should 
recover; topped $34,000. 

“Night in Spain.” Broadway (9th 
wk) (R-1,900; $3.60). Closing Sat- 
urday (10) and will resume its 
long tour; $15,000. 

“South Pacific,’ Majestic (22d 
wk) (M-1,659; $6). Always gets the 
absolute limit, even with Ezio 
Pinza out of the cast for seven 
performances; $50,600 again. 

“Streetcar Named Desire,” Bar- 
rvmore (92d wk) (D-920: $4.80), 
Climbed a bit to almost $17,000. 

“Where's Charley?” St. James 
(47th wk) (M-1,509; $6). Got ca- 
pacity again; $37,800. 


‘HEIRESS’ TEPID $4,600 
IN 7 SHOWS IN BALTO 


Baltimore, Sept. 6, 
Season of legit, scheduled for 
‘the reopened Maryland here, go 
‘off to halting start and lots o 
trouble last week. “The Heiress, 
| packaged and headed up by Miria 
| Hopkins and Ralph Forbes, inche 
‘out an estimated $4,600 for seven 
| performances at a $2.50 top. 

Set for a Tuesday (30) night 
opening, curtain did not go wU 
after patrons were admitted t 
house in spite of claim by star that 
|notice that she would not go 0 
because of inadequate lighting an 
rehearsal in late-arriving set wa 
handed to _ heuse fer phoned 





earlier in the day, after phone 
okay from Equity to the playe 
involved. Show went on fo lowing 
night (Wed.) after refunding bu 
biz didn’t build from there. 

Breaking down of racial barriers 
didn’t count for much at the 
wicket, patronage from Negroes 
reported very light. Kay Franeig 
in “Let Us Be Gay” is current, set 
to open tonight (Tues.) with mat 
inees planned for Saturday an 
| Sunday. 
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Strawhat Reviews 


A Letter From Harry | Yankee Clambake 
Guilford, Conn., Sept. 2. 


Mahopac, N. Y. | 
Playhouse production Lewis Harmon production of revue in 
by Leon Stein. Di- two acts (20 scenes). Music by Milton 
At Mahopac, N.-Y., Lyon: lyrics, Stanley Pearl; sketches, Lyon 
and Pearl, Edwin Duerr, H. H. Munro. 


Putnam County 
of three-act drama 
Jill Miller. 


; » 49, 1 : 
pay ‘ _ ia nls eb koe SETS Richard Carlyle Staged by Lyon; settings, Carolyn Buck; 
BEMIS 5.044 6.008 8 0b EC NEED Howard Caine choreography, Paul Lyday; musical direc- 
Mae cc betesobscaseeekees Elizabeth Moore tor, David Baker. At Chapel Playhouse, 
POG... s ccarsevciedesscserce Joha Koch. Guilford, Conn., Aug. 29, "49. | ; 
CEO EER TET CELT Lawrence Arrick Cast: Ruth Webb, Lois Clair, Marcie 
A eer ree sored ee Freyda Simon Stringer, Marybly Harwood, Gene Dawley, 
BENS, GHICK. iv ccecaes Rose Goldberg Robert Whitlow, Val Dufour, Paul Lyday, 
Ds ciara 23a Oa es Sylvia Paul Michael Verier, Dan Kushner, Gertrude 
Abe Martin Balsam Doolittle, Marilyn Hoffman, Betsy Dor- 
Mr. Calucci Gordon Peters rance, Genny Giruso, Bettina Thayer. 

Nirs. Demond Marion Randolph ae 


Elizabeth Lawrence 
Linda Heagerty 
Daniel Heagerty 


Anna 
Anna as a child 
Harry as a child 


The Broadway angeling situation 
being what it it is doubtful if 


1S, 


a ace this musical effort will get beyond 
si its present status. It does serve, 
however. as a good showcase for 


Brutally frank but honest in its egnsiderable promising talent from 
realism, “A Letter from Harry” poth the writing and playing angles. 
would find an appreciative audi- Basing its continuity on an imag- 
ence in any theatre, whether it be jnary trip through New England via 
on Broadway or in Podunk. Its the New York, New Haven and 
29-year-old author, Leon Stein, has fartford R.R., scenes depict stop- 
brewed as potent a drama as 1S overs at such places at Tanglewood, 
likely to be found among the cur- Jacob’s Pillow, Salem, Province- 
rent crop of new plays. town, Gloucester, and similar spots. 

It is a play which requires the Despite limitations of strawhat fa- 


full capabilities of a mature the- ejlities, show has been staged at a. 


atrical organization, and which, steady pace which unfolds the con- 
lacking the finished performance of 
the Mahopac company, would fall an interesting manner. 

flat. With some possible changes Songs on the whole have enough 
and minor editing of the script it- appeal, per se, to get across even in 


self, to shorten certain of the the face of curtailed two-piano ac- 
scenes and bring them more sharp- eompaniment. Among the better 


ly into focus, the whole production tynes are ‘“‘A Cellist and a Flutist 


has a good chance for Broadway. Make a Helluva Pair.”  back- 
A series of flashbacks draw a grounded against the Tanglewood 
sharp and unmistakable picture of Music Festival; a neatly handled 


the character of Harry, a young 
GI who dies on a bloody battlefield 
in Germany. Before an enemy 
bullet cuts him down, however, he 
finds the answers to some of life’s 
riddles which have left him _ be- 
wildered, confused and bitter in 
adolescence and young manhood. 
Harry had expressed his new 
feelings and beliefs in a letter 
which he was writing when the 
order came for the advance For sketches, “Way Down East” 
against the enemy, which was to js a rough-and-tumble version of a 
be his last. Another soldier found name actress putting up at a farm- 
the blood-stained letter on the) house during a strawhat engage- 
muddy battlefield, unaddressed,’ ment; “Jacob's Pillow,” a burlesque 
without an envelope and bearing of that ballet factory’s goings-on; 
only the name Harry. The play | “The Baker's Dozen,” a comedy bit 
deals with the finder’s search for with a Back Bay accent; a spectator 
the girl for whom the letter was  yjewpoint, “Tennis Match”; “A Day 
intended. | > 
Lawrence Arrick gives warmth g pair of barbs on summer vaca- 
and sincerity to the title role. The tions: ‘““New England Boiled,” a res- 
company is remarkably well bal- | taurant skit. Two musica! travesties 
anced. Standouts are Rose Gold- go over well, “Contoocook Chorale 
verg, as Mrs. Glick, mother of the Society” and “North Atlantic.” Lat- 
girl who loved Harry; Marion tery, a takeoff on “South Pacific,” is 
Randolph, as Harry's mother; Lee smartly conceived and executed. 


Pilgrim ballad, ‘“‘When You’re Mar- 
ried to Me’’: a witch trio, “Salem 
1949”: a blues number, “What’ll I 
Do With My Heart”; a strawhat 
apprentice takeoff, “A Star Is 
Born”; a quartet ditty. “Hes- 
ter Prynne.’ Lyrics have avoid- 
ed the conventional June-moon 
formula and have come through 
with both humorous and sentimen- 
tal wordage. 


Marvin, as Sugg, Harry’s buddy in Budget-conscious sets rate the 
Germany; and Gordon Peters as term “imaginative” rather than 
Caiucci, a philosopher. elaborate, but they do make a 


Richard Carlyle works hard in thinly-spread bankroll go a long 
the role of Martin, the soldier who way,” Bone. 
found Harry's letter. Noteworthy : a 

erformances also are given by 7 : 

ylvia Paul as Rose, the girl who Baa-Baa Black Sheep 

Abingdon, Va., Sept. 2. 
Barter Theatre production of fantasy by 


cannot brush aside her love for 

Harry; Kay, the GI wife who knew 

Harry in camp; John Koch as Jed, pore smged | Hare. “~ mn gin seme 
a yee wlce ‘ 13 settings and costumes, Fitz-Hugh; lighting, 

her bitter husband; and Elizabeth Albin Aukerlund; choreography, Diane 

Lawrence as Anna, *Harry’s sister. Cilento. At Barter theatre, Abingdon, 


Two children also lend a surpris- Va. Sept. 2, °49. 


; Sg ae Tae 4 “ A SAS Serets a er er ore Oliver Land 
ingly professional contribution to Whitey 0.0.0.0" Caddell Burroughs 
the production. They are Linda Red aE ON RPE oe Webster Parker | 
and Daniel Heagerty, who portray SEV rree eres tree Robert Eastland 
Anna and Harry in a flashback to|fonghorn. 61107020077 oe peg permet 
their childhood. Howard Caine as wiv OEE eT RS Pee pect Walker 

r. . ‘ . ‘ : 03 £F3 u oA eee Foe bee ee ae udy Pugliese 
a. the — Bill boa Shellback....... 0... Oliver Land 
as arrys father, and Gy eee MORUIR 5.028 sina acbwibaie'n s0:s's Blackburn 


: Earl Self 
; Fred Wright 
Catherine Martin 


Simon, as a girl who comes into the Coohie... 


imor mes i 1 Bee Koss ensbasiresst ss 
bar, round out the performance in Billie 





creditable fashion. Med. Mary Deca Sapa pao Mary Hayden 
pO Se eee Barbara Van Ornam 

’ Aunt Minnie......... Mary Gershank 

NLY. Ballet > Season | aa ee Gordon Sommers 


Mary White Squaw 

Old Moon All Gone . 
New Moon Not Yet 
Cold Snake . 


Mary Hayden 
Owen Phillips 
Pat Larson 
Webster Parker 


The New York Citv Ballet Co. 
will open a three-week season Nov. 
23 at the City Center, N. Y., to, Rea Hawk 
mark group's third season on 
Broadway. | 

George Balanchine will again be f 
artistic director, with his wife. 
Maria Tallchief, as leading bal- 
lerina. 


antasy. pictures the west as seen 
through a little boy’s Autry-like 
eyes, where anything can happen. 
The setting is Abingdon, Idaho, 
——-— _ Where a feud between sheep ranch- 


ers and cattlemen is in full swing. 
SAMUEL FRENCH 


Essentially, show is all in fun, with 
SINCE 1830 


asides to the audience, and in- 
cludes. villians, heroines and 

Play, Brokers and 
Authors’ Representatives 











heroes. But it isn’t boxoffice for 
Broadway. 
Barter Theatre’s resident play- 


23 West 45th Street, New York rriok yy ; 
1623 Sunset Blvd., Hollywood 46, cat | W™Sht, Montgomery Hare, has 
taken care that cattlemen and 
sheepmen are almost identical. 

















The only difference is that head 
of sheepmen has glass eye while 
leader of the cattlemen has false 
teeth. Both are yanked during 
the show, giving hero the power 
to get elected sheriff and settle 
dirty work at the crossroads, but 
not before he falls in love. A 
dead Indian who speaks Latin, and 
some mighty peculiar animals and 


Academy of Our Lady " the Blessed 


BROADLEA HALL, GOSHEN, N. Y. 
ELEMENTARY Chartered by the Regents ticks couoo, 


A boarding school for girls in an ideal country setting 


Conducted by THE SISTERS OF S7. DOMINIC OF BLAUVELT 


Address: The Directress—Phone: Goshen 476 


Theatre for Sale or Rent 
30 Miles from New York City 


Suitable for Movies or Summer 
Playhouse 

243) Variety 
St., New York 19, N. Y. 


Box 


154 W. 46th 

















Sacrament 














tents of its diversion grab-bag in| 


| 
| 
| 


‘at the Shore” and “Maine Woods,” , 


Robert Eastland | 


“Baa-Baa Black Sheep,” cowboy | 


revue 
dora 
dances, Anna Walker; sets, William Harp; 
direction, 
theatre, 

$1.80 top 


spirits give him assistance in win- 
ning the girl and the election. 


It’s obvious from the first that) 


the writer is more interested in 
his characters than plot because, 


theme. 
At first glance, 


ton painting come to life. Cumber- 


some lines in verse soon destroy | 


this illusion, and most. of the, 
scenes fall short in maintaining 
fantasy. 


Show is notable in that it was 
written by a resident playwright 
for Barter’s actors. Top acting 
and splendid lighting effects give 
some very dramatic moments. In 
the third act, even the spectators 
participate when a town meeting 
is held in the audience as well as 
on stage. 

Gordon Sommers ‘takes’ top 
laurels as Nuggett, the dead In- 
dian. Oliver Land makes a very 
lusty oldtimer who tells the show- 
story to Billie as_ effectively 
played by Catherine Martin. Tom 
McDermott and Mary Hauden give 
fine interpretations as the lovers. 

Barn. 





Lo and Behold 


Westboro, Aug. 30. 
Robert Daggett-Red Barn production of 
Sketches by William Happ and Eu- 
Welty, songs by Brown Furlow; 


Red 
30, 


At 
Aug. 


Paul Lammers. Barn 
Westboro, Mass., 9; 

Cast: Joan Movnagh, Peggy Lynch, Ray 
Hyson, Nancy Moorhead, Dale Engle, Don 
Quinn, Margaret Robert Lauritzen, 
Marian Morris, Harp, Deirdre 
Owens 


Shean, 
William 


Fair enough for a silo tryout, “Lo 
and Behold” doesn’t have anywhere 
near the power to make a bid for 
the Broadway stretch. 

tevue offers the usual format of 
sketches on contemporary didoes 
interspersed with songs and dances, 
all in the intimate manner. The 
sketches, mostly the work of Wil- 
liam Happ, burlesque the Man of 
Distinction, the human relations 
courts, the 5°%-ers, etc., and snag 
a laugh here and there but mostly 
go on long after the punch is gone. 
One of them, contributed by Eu- 
dora Welty, dwells on the Bre- 
voort’s former residents but also 
lacks sock. 

Brown Furlow’s songs are pleas- 
ant but have no distinction. Fact 
of the matter is none in the cast 
(mostly resident company) has 
quite the knack of putting a song 
over, with Ray Hyson doing best 
with an okay tune called “Sud- 
denly.” Granted that it would all 
look and sound different with a pro 
company and an orch replacing the 
out-of-tune piano, it seems doubt- 
ful that the basic material is sub- 
stantial enough. Elie. 
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and 
played bit in “Central Park.” 

“Desert Song” opens. tonight 
(6) to good advance, with Jack 
Goode, Iris Whitney and Billie 
Worth imported to assist resident 
troupe. “Roberta” will 
ll-week season next week. 

Terrell figures that he will have 
earned back approximately half of 
his investment on first season. 
Promoter is still mulling offers to 
take his operation south for winter 
nonths. Trade after opening week 
has been capacity or better. 


‘Winslow Boy’ OK at New Hope 
New Hope, Pa., Sept. 6. 

Ian Keith in “The Winslow Boy” 
turned in fairly good week at 
Bucks County Playhouse last week. 
Terence Rattigan prize-winner got 
off _to slow start but excellent 
notices and good word of mouth 


stage has the| 


' the 


roducer of Music Circus, | 


complete 


made it stack up as decent grosser, 


although no winner. 

Matter of fact, trade has been 
off at this normally consistent SRO 
deluxer since early July. Whether 
it ls competition from Music Circus 
across the Delaware or general 
business conditions is difficult to 
determine. Productions this season 
have been of unusually high 
quality. Revival of Molnax’s “The 
Swan,” with Viola Roache starring, 
turned in lowest gross of season 
week of Aug. 31. 


| Henson May Do Aussie 
Legit Tour in ‘Oat’ 





‘laughter of a 


Sydney, Aug. 31. 


except for the thread of satire on | woe eee” legit combo, will | 
‘western movies, there's no central | 


comedian 
Henson out here for 
Oat.” Understood deal 


of Sir Ben Fuller. 


Another F-C buy is the comedy, 
stars | understudy, 


“Traveller's Joy.” British 
will be booked for this one also. 


Leslie 
“One Wild 
was made 


semblance of a Thomas Hart Ben-| in London by A. Ben Fuller, son 








Legit Bits 
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has signed a year’s extension 
her “South Pacific” 
now set to star musical 
through June, 1951 Margaret 
Webster’s Shakespearean company 
will open its repertory tour Oct. 
6-8 at Michael Lininthal’s Wood- 
stock (N.Y.) playhouse, with four 
performances of “Julius Caesar” 
and “Taming of the Shrew... 
Basil Dean quoted in England last 
week that if “Lily Henry,” with 
Tallulah Bankhead, clicks on 
Broadway this fe!l he hopes to take 
production to London next 
summer, 

After holding checkup rehear- 
sals of the second company of 
“Mister Roberts,’ prior to the end 
of its Chicago run, Joshua Logan 
back in Connecticut Legit press- 


in the 


agent Ned Armstrong is executive 


director of the Emergency — 
for Displaced European rofes- 
sionals Thornton Wilder, at As- 
pen, Col., is putting finishing 
touches on “Emporium,” his new 
play about a department store, 
which will have four male leads. 
Arthur Hopkins will have first re- 
fusal Sam Weller and Herb Far- 
rar starting seventh year as p.a. 
and company manager, respective- 
ly, of the touring “Oklahoma!” 
Morris Effron manager and By- 
ron Bentley p.a. of the “Summer 
and Smoke” tourer Tom Powers 
managing the second company of 
‘“*Death of a Salesman”. 


Off-B’way Show 


Bourgeois Gentleman 

This Moliere comedy, a version 
of which Bobby Clark failed to put 
across several seasons ago 
Broadway, also withstands the en- 
thusiastic efforts of the semi-pro 
group, Off-Broadway, Inc. The 
piece, which opened Aug. 30 at the 
tiny Cherry Lane _ theatre, in 
Greenwich Village. N. Y., demon- 
strates that stylistic drama is for 








| performance by experts only. 


Despite the falling-into-the-aisles 
friendly audience, 
this sortie into the classics is an 
ordeal. The production is in terms 
of frank burlesque, and virtually 
the whole cast, including the two 
or three players who appear as if 
they’d ever 
hoke it up embarrassingly. Only 
Lynn Hudson, as the would-be 
highbrow’s wife, has authority and 
proper diction, while Sadie Long, 
as a servant, and Richard Malek, 
as a titled dandy, are passable. 
Sidney. Lumet’s staging and the 


'physical production are adequate 


for the modest requirements. 
Hobe. 


N.Y. May Adopt 














' 


of 
contract and is 


On | 


acted professionally, | 


Malden, respectively. 
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tration, by supporting Murtagh’s 
ticket-scalping probe, is victimizing 
show business. The mayor prom- 
ised that the administration is 
trying to help the theatre, not only 
by cleaning up ticket-scalping, but 
also by simplifying the building 
code and in any other way possible. 

Rumors that the formation of an 


advisory committee to work with 


Eva LeGallienne in “Corn Is 
Green” this stanza is a package. 
Bucks played host to preem of. 


revue, “Pretty Penny,” earlier in 


summer as package deal. Eddie 
McHugh, general stage manager 


for “Corn,” 
rehearse bits. 

In “The Winslow Boy” cast last 
week Philip Tonge, as father Wins- 
low, Jennifer Howard, as crusading 
daughter, and William Whitman, as 
jJazz-loving son, were outstanding. 
Barry Truex, Ruth White, Dorothy 
Sands, Anthony Kemble Cooper, 
Shirley Rich and Henry Jones were 
exceptionally fine, 


was in advance to 


the license and investigations com- 
missioners was merely a cover-up 
for a quiet move to call off Mur- 
tagh’s ticket probe were denied 
by the mayor and by Murtagh. The 
latter noted that since the forma- 
tion of the committee he has gone 
ahead with the revocation of the 
license of Hickey’s ticket agency 
and has recommendations pending 
against six other brokers, he said. 
His investigation is continuing, he 
added. 

Members of the mayor’s commit- 
tee, besides Sauter, include com- 
poser-producer Richard Rodgers, 
theatre owner Lee Shubert, pro- 
ducer and Theatre League presi- 
dent Brock Pemberton, Equity 
president Clarence Derwent, 
Loew's vice-prez Charles C. 
cowitz, theatre manager Louis 
Lotito, League director James F. 
Reilly, boxoffice men’s union 
president James Murphy, and 
ticket broker’s association presi- 


dent Ben Kaiden. 





powerful, can physically dominate 


: e 
acter than ever, and clarifies 


Mos- | 





Legit Follow-Ups 








South Pacifie 
| (MAJESTIC, N. y,) 
| With Ezio Pinza out 
| Pacific” last week Sen seia al sah 
‘his part was again played py he 
Dickinson Easthan’ 
who regularly has a bit as one P 
| the Seabees. As a substitute for th 
Star, Eastham proves to be a go ; 
singer and at least an adecune 
actor, with a pleasant personalits 
and sufficient stage presence, If rl 


is manifest, he’s no Pinza either 
| vocally, artistically or in stature he 
indicates that “South Pacific” 
doesn’t depend on Pinza. or “a 
that matter, on any star it no 
questionably lacks something with. 
out Pinza, but it is stil] a er 
show. _—_ 


Eastham has a satisfactory 
but not a great one. } 
his technique can’t be compared 
with Pinza, who’s one of the vi 
tuoso artists of his generat 
understudy also lacks the 
basso’s impressive 
confidence 


Voice, 
and of course 


10n. The 
Metopera 
sive physique, his 
fid and infectious spirit. In 
addition, he’s actuaily too youn 
for the part of the middle-aged 
French planter, Emiie de Becque 

But he sings well enough and is 
likable in the part. So, despite the 
obvious disappointment of an audi- 
ence that has been looking forward 
for weeks or months to seeing Mary 
Martin and Pinza, Eastham unques- 
tionably succeeds in making them 
satisfied with Miss Martin. As it 
happens, he gets quite an assist 
from Miss Martin, and Myron Me. 


Cormick, Juanita Hall, William 
Tabbert and the other featured 
players, not to mention Richard 


Rodgers, Oscar Hammerstein II, 
and Joshua Logan. 
In fact, after several repeat visits 


to “South Pacific,” it is Rodgers, 
tammerstein and Logan whose 
contributions stand out more and 


more. Thus, it is becoming increas- 
ingly apparcui that, while it may 
be difficult to fiad outstanding 
successors or alternates for Miss 
Martin and Pinza in the second 
company, the task won't be insur- 
mountable and, in, a_ showdown, 
other actor-singers will click in the 
parts. Hobe. 


A Streetear Named 
Desire 
(BARRYMORE, N. Y.) 
With all four leads recast, Ten- 
nessee Williams’ 1947-48 _ prize- 
winner now seems an even more 
effective and compassionate drama 
than when it first opened. That 
is not a reflection on the original 
players, but primarily because the 
balance among the present quat- 
tet, both physically and in temper- 
ament, is better. That the three 
primary leads played together for 
many months on the road before 
being transferred to the Broadway 
company is probably a factor also. 
The present combination con- 
sists of Uta Hagen as the pathetic 
psycho, Blanche; Anthony Quinn, 
as the callous young Polish-Amer- 
ican; Mary Welch, as his wife, and 
George Mathews, as Blanche’s fum- 
bling suitor. They have succeeded 
the original Jessica Tandy, Marlon 
Brando, Kim Hunter and Karl 


The arrival last week of Quinn 
and Miss Welch reunites them with 
Miss Hagen, with whom they had 
played since the formation of the 
second company. The reason for 
the resumption of the team is ob- 
vious. Quinn, who is large and 


such tall actresses as Miss Hagen 
and Miss Welch. Perhaps equally 
important, Miss Welch, as the “lit 
tle” sister, gives the necessary 1 
pression of solid strength in rela 
tion to Miss Hagen. And _ since 
they both have blonde hair and 
look not unalike, they make believ- 
able sisters. 

The effect is not merely a coi 
bination of three excellent per 
formances, but a different empha 
sis than originally. For instance, 
Quinn’s physical power and vigor 
ous playing give Kowalski an ry 
more animal-like brutality. Thal. 
in combination with Miss Welch’ 
firm playing, makes Blanche ‘ 
more helpless and doomed chat 


tragic aspect of the play. Similar 
| ly, Mathews makes the futile 
Mitch a truly poignant role. i 
Miss Hagen’s performance JS sat 
mirably controlled at the start, te 
still seems somewhat delibers 
‘in the final scenes, as if she Is 
derstood Blanche intellectt®” 
‘rather than knew her instincts 
Quinn’s playing has superb “ 
but his lines are occasionally © 
distinguishable in his boners 
scenes and, in fact, ati the playe” 
tend to be inaudible on severa st 
casions. The incidental a 
which has an integral emoti0 
function, is still well handled, 
| the complicated lighting }S ne 
ragged at times. Hove 
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Cowles’ New 50c Slick 
Gardner Cowles, following up 
the successful introduction of his 


vary. The class mag will feature 
fashion, art, literature, travel, 
decor, theatre and entertainment. 
Fleur Fenton Cowles, Cowles’ wife 





| will 


| Bazaar 


and Look women’s interests editor, 
edit the publication, whose 
writing and advertising staffs will 
be separate from those of Look 
and Quick. 

Arnold Gingrich, founding edi- 
tor of Esquire Apparel Arts and 
Coronet, will be general manager. 
staffers include George 
Davis, associat¢ editor. formerly an 
editor of Vanity Fair, Harper’s 
and Mademoiselle: Louis- 
Marie Eude, art director, who held 
the same post on Tow n & Country; 
Margaret Thompson Biddle. Euro- 


pean editor: and Leo C. Rosten 
(Leonard Q. Koss) editorial con- 
sultant. Gingrich helped Cowles 


mastermind the new Quick. 

Flair. to sell for 50c, will use 
several different printing processes 
and unusual paper stocks First 
circulation guarantee will be 
200,000. 

Elsa’s London Daily Mail Col. 

Elsa Maxwell, who has been con- 


fributing to the Continental edi- 
tion of the London Daily Mail for 
‘the past three months, may con- 


et Che 


tinue for column after she returns 
to America in October. She’s the 
first American journalist to make 
the grade on the paper. 

Miss Maxwell has also been serv- 
ing on the committee of the Inter- 
national Film Festival at Cannes. 


Mass Distribs On ‘Ballet’ 
Interesting experiment in 





| publishing, as well as in the dance, 


field is the issue by the New Amer- 


ican Library of George Amberg 5 
' “Ballet,” in a paper-backed, 35c 
edition. This is a co-publishing 


> 





ieinan aseelieatNatothe 








project of NAL and Duell, Sloan & 
Pearce, the latter having brought 
out a $6 edition of the same book 
(with the same text but consider- 
ebly more pictures) only last 
March, under title of “Ballet in 
America.” The $6 book is still cur- 
rently getting reviews in various 
magazines. 

NAL claims its 
represents the first book on ballet 
fo receive a mass distribution on 
newsstands throughout the coun- 
trv. They also feel it won't hurt 
the $6 book sale, while anticipating 
a sale on their own cheaper vol- 
ume of 250.000 copies within two 
years. NAL states it got the book 
rights first. and farmed out the 
more expensive edition to Duell. 
It's done this with several other 
volumes, te mutual satisfaction of 
both sides. “Ballet” is a unique 
book, giving the history of ballet 
in America since 150 vears ago, 


35¢e volume 


and stressing the modern scene 

from Pavlova to de Mille and 

Robbins. ‘ 
Aga Khan—What. Again? 


; The Aga Khan. who hit the spot- 
light most recently via a jewel rob- 
bery on the French Riviera, will 
get more publicity vet from deal 
made by Paul Winkler, through 
Guido Orlando with Germaine 
Huot, better known as Germaine 
d@’Anglemont, to print her corre- 
spondence, photos and memoirs of 
her association with Aga Khan ex- 


tending from 1935 to 1947. She 
knew him trom her youth, first 


meeting being in 1904. 
Deal. set in Paris, includes pix 
and TV rights. 
Shore Thing Becomes Panorama 
Panorama will be the new name 
of Shore Thing, Miami Beach news- 


picture weekly catering to va- 
cationers, when it makes its 
New York debut Sept. 9. It 
Will continue its Miami edition, 


adding N. Y. features, news, ads 
and circulation. 

Shore Thing, distributed most] 
to hotels and nightclubs at the 
Florida resort, will have the same 


—.. 
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Quick two months ago, will launch | 
a new slick monthly, Flair, in Jan-| 


the | 








| policy in New York. Milton Lee, 
the publisher, is currently in N.Y. 
to set the two-city edition. 

Arg. Pub. Werld Depresh 

As a result of state intervention, 
and growing exchange difficulties 
which Argentine finance policies 
_ have created, the publishing world 
in Argentina is facing an acute 
depression. Whereas new books by 
Argentine authors published in 
1946 numbered 2,000, in 1948 only 
800 new books were published, 
while publication of foreign books 
dropped from 3,000 to 2,000 

Phenomenal rise in 
costs, result of the 
age and the difficulty 


production 
labor short- 
In tmporting 


as 


paper, are other factors which have 
led to the decline of this once 
flourishing business. Exchange re- 
Strictions on imports of foreign 
books have led other countries to 
adopt measures of reprisal, with 
the result that Argentine editors 


are fast losing their export market. 
New Turrou Book 

Col. Leon G. Turrou, former 

FBI about to return from 

abroad to leave the Army) 


57 On t 
agent, 


is having 
his new book published by Double- 
day, Sept. 22, titied “Where My 
Shadow Falls.” Readers Digest 


will print in five installments some- 
time in the fall. 

_A film deal is currently in nego- 
‘lation for the book. 


D.C. Committee's Yen 

A demand by the House Un- 
American Activities Committee 
that 70 American college submit 
to it a list of “textbooks and sup- 
plementary reading” is described 
in the September issue of Harper's 
as an effort to tell the nation’s col- 
leges what books their students 
would be permitted to read. 

According to the article 
American Activities Committee 
sought from the colleges lists of 
books in the fields of sociology, 
geography, economics, government, 
philosophy, history, political sci- 
ence, and American literature. The 
author of the artic'e, Bernard De- 
Voto, declares that “no part of the 
Government has any power, ‘ex- 
press or ; aplied, constitutional 
statutory, or as vet usurped to con- 
trol the educational procedures of 


the Un- 


the colleges 
CHATTER 

Author Seamus MacManus sailed 
for U. S. after three-month vaca- 
tion in Ireland. 

Dr. A. J. Cronin, novelist, and 
columnist Danton Walker in on 
the Mauretania yesterday (Tues.). 

Janet Macfarlane’s novel, “A 
Family Matter.” accepted — for 
publication by Charles Scribners 
Sons. 


Dave and Al Smart. publishers 
of Esquire and Coronet mags, are 
going into film production with 
one picture, “The Esquire Girl.” 

Several entries from U. S. re- 
ported for Oireachtas (Gaelic 
language) literary contest. skedded 
tor judging in Dublin next month. 

Dr. Alfred C. Kinsey in Holly- 
wood to round up material for his 
forthcoming scientific 
“Sexual Behavior in the 
Female.” 

Dr. Sergei Bertensson and 
Levda, Hollvwood = authors, 
their biography of Sergei 
maninoff to Hutchinson 
Ltd., British publisher's, 

Satevepost breaks its closeup on 
Ken Murray to coincide’ with 
“Blackouts” premiering on Broad- 
wav. after almost eight vears in 
Hollywood. Pete Martin calls. it 
‘Hollywood’s Most Popular Show” 

“a theatrical gold mine you 
may never have heard of has now 
run longer than such stalwarts as 
‘Abie’s Irish Rose’ or ‘Life With 
Father’.” 


Human 


Jay 
sold 
Rach- 


& Co., 
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sources in its lineup of 35. Recent 
purchases by both studios, how- 
ever, indicate that as soon as high- 


priced purchases have been used 
up the swing at both spots will 
throw percentage heavily to the 


original side of ledger. 

Most drastic change of all, how- 
ever. is that which has taken place 
at Metro since the advent of Dore 


Schary to the production throne. 
Schary deliberately laid aside all 
published work and plays that 


would be prohibitive in cost to pro- 
duce to await more eager buying 
i market and_= started lining up 
‘originals. Of the 44 pix listed by 
| Metro only 17 aren't originals. Of 
ithe 17, four are from public do- 
| main. Of remaining number nine 


treatise, | 


are best sellers; two are Mag yarns 
and two are musical shows. 
Columbia Has Most 
Columbia, with 54 films in the 
production mill, is running almost 
95% to originals. Of the 54 prop- 
erties only 5 are other than origi- 
nals, and of the five indie produc- 
ers releasing through Columbia ac- 
count for three of the properties. 
At Universal-International 19 of 
the 24 films listed are originals. 
Remaining five are hangovers from 
the lush war days with exception 
of one mag story. Four remaining 
high-priced opuses include one mag 
story, two novels and the fane, 
priced “Harvey” which is listed 
minus a starting date although now 
getting ready for teeoff 
Paramount lists a total of 31 


of which 22 


are originals ‘his 
Studio made one of the few legit 
buys of the past few months hen 


it cabbaged onto “Detective Story 

This was included 
31 properties which 
reported for survey 


not in the list 


of Paramount 

Republie 
in survey due to lack full pro- 
gram which In work, would un- 
questionably boot the percentage of 
originals well above the 70°. fig 
ure 1f it could be included. Almost 
100°c of all Republic preduct runs 
to originals 


which is 


not 
of 


included 


IS 


Story Prices Now Rising 


Boom-buying of originals, while at 


tributed to economy reason, has, on 
the other hand, kicked up the price 
tags on purchases of this tvpe of 
property Several originals lave 
brought as high as $50,000 in re. 
cent months but studio execs have 
hastily pointed out that the reason 


the tag was so high was because 
the material could be put onto cel 
luloid at a price. In short, story 
called for few and economical sets 
and in many cases furnished back 
grounds that could be shot on 
cation sites where it was un- 
necessary to build sets at all. Lat- 
ter accounts for the high number 
of location jaunts being made these 
days. One studio, U-I, recently re 
ported that better than 50°%o of 
films were being shot on location, 
most of them at nearby sites Lo- 
cationing is running between 25%.¢ 


lo- 


and 35° at other studios 

Typical of what is happening on 
originals is the example being set 
by Metro Culver City studio ts 
buying and writing originals that 
can be made fer a price and then 
shoves one or two top names from 
a heavily star-studded contract list 
in yarns to bolster the boxoffice 
appeal. Where M-G stars forme! 
ly made one or two pix a vear 
to which star’s entire salary had 
to be prorated. some of Metro’s 
biggest names are doing as many 
as five a year. 


Only 10 Legiters 

Another pertinent fact is that of 
the 74 contemplated productions 
other than originals, among the 
six studios figuring in the survey 
only 10 of the properties of that 
number are plays, which material 
constitutes or represents the really 
heavy-sugar buys. 


Warners leads the field with 
four plays on the agenda. Metro 


has two, both musical shows. Par 
amount, 20th-Fox, Columbia, and 
U-I, each have one. 

Warners also 
closely followed 
the number of best-selling novels 
on the production listings. War- 
ners has 13 and 20th-Fox has 12. 
Metro follows with nine; Para- 
mount with five; Columbia with 
four: and U-I with two. 

Remaining 19 of the 74 are mag 
stories and radio scripts. 

Following is a_ studio-by-studio 
rundown of films listed by each 
studio. Material includes backlog 
of pix, films now shooting and 
yarns in various siages of produc- 
tion preparation. In some in- 
stances pictures listed have been 
put ‘nto pre-release. 

WB List Has 32 


leads the field, 
by 20th-Fox. in 


Warners list of 32 originals in 
clude “It's a Great Feeling,” 
“White Heat.” “House Across the 
Street.” “Task Force.’ “Chain 
Lightning.” “Lady Takes a Sailor.” 
“The Story of Seabiscuit.” “Back- 
fire.’ “Montana,” “Return of the 
Frontiersman,” “Barricade.” “The 
Cage.” “Colt .45," “The Daughte1 
of Rosie O'Grady.” “Wait For Me, 
Darling: “The Showdown ‘Ca- 
reer Girl.” “Working Our Way 
Through College. “The West 
Point Story.” “Loan Shark Rack 
et.’ “The All-American.” “The Be 
trayed ‘Crashout,” “Ghost Moun- 
tain.” “Stop. You're Killing Me, 
“Pretty Baby,” “Dallas “The 
Other Woman.” “Rock Bottom 
“Narrow Margin.” ‘The Gold 


Smugglers” and “Travelers.” 
Warners 13 novels include: “Un- 

der Capricorn,” “Beyond the For- 

est,” “Stage Fright,” “The Vic- 





POOFooe 


SCULLY’S SCRAPBOOK 


seseeroreseoees By Frank Scully sesesereoveeece 





Crazy Hill, Essex, Sept. 6. 

Maybe you missed the Amos ‘n’ Andy program where Geerge Stevens, 
having completed a course in psychiatry, was henceforth proclaiming 
himself “a genuine psychotic.” Coming from Kingfish it sounded tres 
amusant but around Hollywood such a transition wouldn't sound as 
crazy as it is. 

It wouldn’t sound crazy at Duke U. either, because there they 
give courses in parapsychology, which is defined as ‘‘a borderline 
science concerned with extra-sensory perception and other para-normal 
psychic phenomena.” Obviously, these are not genuine 
chotics but you can’t blame them for Until a report is received 
as to how well they dive into an empty pool parapsychologists are not 
be 


so 


people 
trving 


psy- 


being considered crazy enough to included in Scully’s Psychiatric 

Word Book under the letter P 

Platycephalous: Broad-headed Producers who are so broadminded 
they pick floozies to play ladies and even introduce them as ladies 
to their astonished mothers 

Plus Gesture: Adler's term for those who attempt to compensate an 
inferiority complex by superior overt behavior. Stars who bawl 
out busboys and overtip head waiters Femmes who are never 
without their mink coats even during August hot spells 

Polyphagia: Eating excessive amounts of food Used as a symbol in 
Hollywood to hint at rapacious characteristics of heavies which 


cannot otherwise be photographed due to the peculiar mores of 


censors whose private lives are almost identical with those of the 
heavies. 
Responsible in Holls 


who 


Phonophobia: Morbid fear of exerting one’s self 
wood for producers who have have 


dogs who have doubles, secretaries who have secretaries 


associates, stars standins, 


Pons: The structure which joins the cerebrum cerebellum and the 
medulla oblongata. Joins Lilv too. 

Porteus Maze Test: Another intelligence test in which language is not 
required. Subject must trace mazes of increasing complexity if 


successtul he is turned loose on four-decker novels and ordered to 
reduce their plots to the lower half of a double-feature. If he 
goes crazy eating those up, he and his maze are traded to the starv- 
ing Navajos for location privileges. 

Potamorphobia: Morbid fear of bodies of water. Character actors who 
have cracked from playing too many submarine sequences. Law- 
rence Tierney in a nightclub on sighting a chaser. 

Pragmatagnosia:. Loss of ability recognize objects which were for- 
merly familiar. Rudy Vallee coming on a megaphone and asking 
“What's that?” 

Presbyopia: Farsightedness Actually a defect in Hollywood where 
anybody who thumped for television in 1930 would have been rated 
cracked, and if he persisted would h ve been well out of his mind 
by 1949, when everybody went crazy over television. 

Prison Psychosis: Acute psychopathic personality occurring in prison- 
ers aWaiting trial or parole. A common psychotic symptom also at 
option time in Hollywood studios 

Proprioceptive Sense: The sense which perceives the tension of 


to 


joints 


People who feel when a gambling den is about to be raided and 
scram before the cops arrive 
Pseudologia: Pathological lying \pplies to writing false letters. Help- 


ful psychosis to fiction writers 


Psychasthenia: Janet's description of a clinical syndrome characterized 


by feelings of doubt, inadequacy. anxiety. Felt by Hollywood stars 
attempting a Broadway show for the first time. 


Psychiatrist: A physician specializing in diagnosing and treating mental 


disorders in others, to the neglect of his own. 

Psychic Determinism: Widely accepied theory that mental processes 
are never accidental but always prompted by motives, many ot 
which remain in the unconscious mind. 


Psychoanalysis: Mind-healing through a technical procedure worked out 
by Sigmund Freud and his army of disciples, now spread over 
most of the world. His theory centered around unconscious 
thoughts which in turn seem to center chiefly around the sex urge, 
Source book of more modern pictures and plays than the Bible 
and Shakespeare put together. His interpretations of dreams have 
stopped most people fiom retailing theirs, which helps. 

Psychobiology: Adolph Meyer's coniribution to the Freudian concept. 
Meyer broadened the facts of behavior to include the tunctioning 
individual as a biological whole, viewing man as an experiment ef 
nature, completely integrated, until, of course, he cracked. 

Psycholeptic Attack: Brief experience explained afterward by the pa- 
tient as ‘It came to me like a flash.” or “Something snapped in iny 
head.” Meyer uses the term this way, but in Hollywood these 
flashes became so common that screen writers decided to register 
their ideas to prevent them trom suddenly snapping in the minds 
of producers, and appearing on the screen under alien credits. 

Psychometry: Method and application of an intelligence test. In Holly- 
wood the collection and study of postcards after a preview. Cards 
invariably turn out to be 98> raves 

Psychopath: Patient suffering from a constitutional mental disorder, 
which, if discovered, ends with his constitutional rights taken away 
from him. 

Psychopathic Personality: Technically, “one afflicted with 
volutional control and increased emotional response 
Sounds like an effusive way of saving, “You're drunk!” 

Psychosis: Any prolonged mental disorder or disease. Nicer 
saying, ““He’s nuts.” 

Psychotherapy: Any treatment designed to influence and relieve mental 
and emoiional disturbances. Showing mental cases “The Snake 
Pit” till one cries, “Hey. Abbott! Get me outa here!” 

Psychrophobia: Morbid aversion to cold. People who shiver all through 
“Nanook of the North” and the Admiral Byrd pictures 

Ptosis: Drooping of the upper evelid from a third-nerve paralysis. 
the Edward G. Robinson syndrome of acting. 

Puerilism: Possession of qualities of body and mind which don't even 
look too good on a child. Producers who long tor the good old days 
when Pearl White piayed “The Puerils of Pauline.” 

Pyknic Type: Kretschmer’s kraut who had a large chest, broad head, 
short neck, wide shoulders and skinny legs. In the Gorgeous 
George syndrome. 

Ppromania: A morbid drive to set fires to big jobs 
Producers with a yen to remake “Chicago,” 
“Gone With the Wind.” 


diminished 
to stimuli.” 


of 


way 


In 


Uninsured arsonists 
with unused footage of 


tim.” “Bright Leaf.” “Victoria forthcoming program, while ap- 
Grandolet,” “Ethan Frome,” ““Win- parently well under way, is too 
ter Kill,’ “Sugar-Foot.” ‘The indefinite at this particular time 
Turquoise,” Only the Valiant to be included in concrete pro- 
‘A Lion Is in the Streets” and gram form. However, like Repub- 
“Young Man With a Horn.” lic, this studio is apparently go- 

Warners’ four plays are: “Per- ing in heavily for original stories 
fect Strangers,” “The Glass Me- Since Howard Hughes took over 
nagerie,” “The Hasty Heart” and the helm almost all of the stories 
“The Inspector General Four reportedly being readied are 
mag stories are: “Always Leave either original purchases or origi- 
Them Laughing,” “This Side of nals being butit around news 
the Law,” “The Candy Kid Levels” events. On other hand, lineup of 
and “Let’s Get Married.” indie producers connected with 


RKO’s product lineup is not in 
cluded in the story survey. Its 


RKO seems to be running to pub- 
lished matte 
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CHATTER 
once appeared with Royal Ameri- | 


Broadway an Shows and may be working 


The Brian Ahernes off to Europe ith another carnival. Her mother 
last week on the Caronia. ‘can be reached through Capt. Elsie | 
Lillion (Mrs. Jack) Pulaski Van Pelt, Salvation Army, a 
motoring out to the Coast. | Gigi Perreau, eight - year - old 
Bandleader Ruby Zwerling a moppet actress, and her brother, 
grandfather for the third time. Peter Miles, left for Boston lest 

Patsy Ruth Miller, former film week to Punt Ot luna’ “sl 
actress turned writer, working on Peer in which a cane Wie 
oo oo |. larrived in New York Thursday (1) 

Moe Kerman, prez of Favorite “47 the Queen Elizabeth along with 
Films Corp., back from a six-week their parents after a two-month 
European tour. 


vacation in France. 
Warner Club’s annual golf tour- 


nament Sept. 16 at the Westchester 
Las Vegas 


Biltmore C. C. 
Jackie Miles’ draw overflowing 


Carleton Carpenter off to the 
‘Yoast and a Metro contract, agent- 

as El Rancho Vegas’ Roundup Room. 
Sam Israel, publicity-director for 


| mother, Mrs. B. E. Steinhoff, Girl! 





ed by Paul Small. 
Kirk Douglas in from the Coast 
for location shooting in Greenwich Eagle Lion studios, here for rest 
Village ~ Warners’ “Young Man at Thunderbird. 
Vith the Horn.” a ie 
. Kurt and Ketti Frings due Joan Olander, W k. ore 
] : rire hi week model, playing hookey from film 
plane in from Europe this week ec ge A et otel Flamingo. 
where they’ve been on a combined /ana@ chores ab fhe wes 
business-vacation trip. Benny Goffstein, assistant to 
Mark Larkin now in public rela- president at Flamingo, back from 
tions in the Newsweek Bldg., pub- two-week vacation at Sun Valley. 
licizing ad agencies and their cli- Dean Martin and Jerry Lewis 
ents, indie motion pictures, etc. subbing for Tony Martin, original- 
Eve Arden trains out today jy skedded for this week at Fla- 
(Wed.) to Hollywood where she’s mingo. 
scheduled to resume her radio Jan Bart's comic rendition of 
show, “Our Miss Brooks,” Sept. 11. “Nature Boy” making friends for 


Baron Nahum, Britain s gh ier Hotei Last Frontier where the 
pecs ol planed here from tenor heads current show. 
ondon Sunday (4). Baron, incl- 


Bill Moore, manager Last Fron- 
tier. Max Kelch, owner radio sta- 
Jake Kattleman, an 


dently, is Nahum’s given name, not 
a title. . np ea 

Frederick Lonsdale, British play- ag Mes : 
wright, in for about a month and red say ancy ae 
may do a film script for Sir Alex- JO? after vacations. 


ander Korda upon his return to ~ 
England. ing with patrons during record 


Composer Aaron Copland com- Labor Day weekend. 
missioned to write a salutation to fortunate enough not to make ad- 
the United Nations for a concert vance room _ reservations either 
Sept. 17, in honor of UN’s general went home or slept in parks. 
assembly. Steve Hannagan in town discuss- 

Dick Newman, assistant city edi- ing renewal of publicity contract 
tor of London (Ontario) Free for another year with Chamber of 
Press, and also VARIETY mugg Commerce. Latter favorably in- 
there, prowling N. Y. on his first clined to continue but no final de- 
trip here. cision made yet. Union Pacific 

Joseph H. Moskowitz, 20th vee- Raiiroad, which footed part of pub- 
pee and eastern studio representa- Jicity bill during past year, will 
tive, returned to the homeoffice not carry on past Dec. 31. 
over the weekend after a six-week pe Da 
tour of Europe. | 

Hy Kraft’s ‘Broadway Cyrano,” 
in the ’48 Anniversary Edition of 
Variety, has struck Jimmy Du- 
rante’s eye for a Metro filmusical. 
William Morris is agenting it. 

Involuntary bankruptcy petition 


Israel 


By Franz Goldstein 


Leib Glantz, Los Angeles cantor, 
in Israel for short stay. 


against M. Rosenthal & Son, Times. Heidy Meyer, Mutual corre- 
Square landmark jewelers, filed by ~“?ondent, here on a visit. 
three creditors. One of the sons, Charles T. Woodsworth, editor 


Sam Rosey, is a songwriter. of the Ottawa Citizen, on a short 
Film actor John Lund in for a visit. 

week of publicity and radio ap- William S. Gailmor, U. S. radio 

pearances to fanfare Paramount's commentator, in Israel for several 

“My Friend Irma” also fora “Thea- months’ visit. 


tre Guild on the Air” guester. Ruth Gruber, author of “Destina- 


Ben Washer, former Paramount tion Palestine.” in Tel Aviv on an/| 


and Goldwyn publicity chief, due 
back in New York about Sept. 15 
from Mexico City, where he has 


assignment for the N. Y. Herald 
Tribune. 


Marcel Marceau and Pierre Son- 


ee for the past pier are a smash hit with panto- 
Marcella Burke, ex-Hollywood Mme performances in all big) 


fan mag editor, now married to Israeli spots. 
Peppy Morrow, Greenwich busi- Maurice Samuel : 
ness man, have signposts to their the Weizmann Institute staff in Re- 
Connecticut manse captioned, “To hovot on “Peretz—the Tragedy of 
Morrow.” the Ghetto. 

Steve Yates, son of Charlie Yates | ; ) } 
of the Associated Booking Corp., in schools with film projectors will 
learning the talent agency from be held shortly by the film section 
the bottom. He started last week of the Israeli Ministry of the In- 


in the stock room of General Art- terior. 
ists Corp. ; Henrietta Michaelson, pianist of 
Leonard Spigelgass detoured N. Y.’s Juilliard School for Music, 


from the Chi public relations pow- joined the teacher's staff of the 
wow—he and Allen Rivkin were Israel Conservatoire of Music in 
the Screen Writers Guild’s repre- Jerusaleum. 
sentatives—to New York just to Mrs. Esther Berg, audio-visual 
see “South Pacific.” consultant of the N. Y. City Board 
Jack F. Dailey, operations man- of Education, here to confer with 
ager of Radio City Music Hall, and the government on the use of films 
Lt. Colonel in the Army Reserve, for educational purposes. 
assigned by the War Dept. to the | Touring “Town Meeting of the 
N. Y. headquarters of the selec- Air” group presented a scroll to 
tive service system. Tel Aviv Mayor M. I. Rokach re- 
Sonny Tufts, who’s been touring cently, at the meeting in the Habi- 
the strawhat circuit with Sheila Mah. One of the speakers was 
Bromley in “Petticoat Fever,” to Kenneth Bibly, N. Y. Herald Tri- 
be one of the judges in the “Mrs. bune correspondent. 
America” contest to be held in As- 
wey Park this week. ‘ 
ock of show biz names, headed 
by Eddie Cantor, helped Grossin- Pittsburgh 
ger’s, upstate resort, hold another By Hal Cohen 
gala, celebrating its 35th anni over Johnny Fritz, singing bags play- 


the weekend. er, new an auto salesman here. 

Metro producer Clarence Brown Jackie Green and Roseanna on 
and scripter-producer Robert Pi- new bill at Carousel with Jackie 
rosh planed out of New York to- Heller. 


day (Wed.) for Syracuse to film Shirley Eckl, local ballerina, had 
background scenes for the Clark knee operation and is out of “Kiss 
Gable vehicle, ‘To Please a Lady.” Me, Kate’ for month 
Newlyweds Angela Lansbury Lois Framan, with summer opera 
and Peter Shaw planed in from for last four years. now singing 
Britain Monday (5). Before head- 
ing for the Coast, the actress may ny Brown’s. 
do some special promotion for her Dennis Morgan, 
upcoming Par film, “Samson & De- and Myron Cohen heading Nation- 
lilah.”’ al Council Jewish Women benefit 
Irene McKenna, secretary to Paul at Syria Mosque Sept. 25. 
N. Lazarus, Jr., at United Artists, Mrs. Alberta Hannum. author of 
to be married tomorrow (Thursday) “‘Roseanna McCoy.” had to cancel 
to R. E. Brosnan, an attorney. Her visit here day of picture’s open- 
brother, who was ordained just a ing at Fulton because of illness. 


few weeks ago as a Jesuit priest, Victor Petrone, a waiter, won 
will perform the ceremony at Cadillac convertible in Variety 
Woodstock, Md. Club charity giveaway. Jim Galla- 

Whereabouts of Mary Jean gher got the Plymouth in for-mem- 


Peterman is being sought by her bers-only drawing. 


‘Pins for three weeks’ vacation. 


'10 


‘for a couple weeks, after which b 


as boss, all back on 


All hotels and floorshows bulg- | 


Visitors un- | 


to lecture to. 


A technical course for teachers. 


galore renewal of efforts to start 
an Indian Motion Picture Academy. 
M. Vasan of Gemini Studios, 
Madras, has finalized arrangements 
'for English version of his highly 
successful Tamil picture, aoe 
i" , 'dralekha.” Picture was ubbe 
‘Cecil Lyle off to South Africa, into’ Hindi to capture. all-India 
0 A 5» market. 
pecting to stay in Africa for 10, Russian Films, “Festival of 
weeks. Youth,” “Stone Flower” and “New 
Gene Marvey, here some ong Education,” dubbed into Hindi, are 
ago for a one concert booking. Will peing given Key city releases. for 
the Blacks-Chester revue which | "Cf ‘Defends Her Country,” pers 
opens at London Palladium Oct. ever, was banned by the Bombay 
Censors. 
British film, “Blue Lagoon,” is 





London | 


Emile Littler on five day trip to. 


Deauville. 
The Tom Arnolds to Juan Les 


“he John Wildbergs to France 


hey eta fo London,” Hey aver nial expltation in. Ceylon 
re , ne “ sland an ar East afterwards, 
House where they are staying till gcnecially in Malaya Peninsula. 
December. eo Tamil voice is supplied by Mrs. 

Bernard Delfont has ng Piemen Sivapathasunderam, Tamil broad- 
with John Wildberg-to tour “Anna ¢Gacter at BBC. 


Luecasta” in England, with show eo 
Cleveland 


likely to return to the West End. 
After English run, Delfont will | 
tour show in ig pager ‘ 

Sydney and Lesley FPiddington, By Gl Cc. P 

° a : ; ullen 
thought-reading act, are likely to a oo ‘ meal 
be top attraction at the London , ik ig ae reopened Borsel 
Palladium for two weeks, open- yee oo inetions DCA ot. 
ing Sept. 26, which will end vaude- ian Gennes Ware eeu Mn sem tae 
ville season at this house for the JC oa he mega init 4 
year Milt Herth 7. 
"H. Granville Barker’s adaptation Milt Krantz raising Hanna’s le- 


: ee ee “OLLI: al? - 
of the Spanish comedy, “The Ro- ee ie prey his 
mantic Young Lady,” by Martinez °K waa ieee is ane “Ss. 
— Pita ge poms - ward, My Son,” Cleveland Play 


House's first fall production. 

Ted Miclau took over Chin’s 
Golden Dragon for reported $38,- 
/000, and remodeling nitery. 

George Sterney to drop his 
touring band after current Bronze 

|Room run, will organize smalier 
outfit for local dates. 

(33 Blvd. Montparnasse) Tuneless for six years, Ed Pen- 
Nene Fleury in from Germany. tecost’s | Southern _ Tavern finally 
Oscar Straus in a Passy apart- placed Hal Binkley’s crew on band- 

ment. stand for new policy. 

John B. Nathan expected back . Large cavalcade of _Hollywood- 
from Riviera. | ites, including James Stewart and 

The Irving Tishmans commuting his bride, flew into town over 
between Paris and London. | weekend for annual Air Races. 

Larry Adler getting the warmest Dr. Ben O. Frank of Karamu 
of receptions at Gaumont Palace. Lyric Theatre, collabing with 


Marie Ney and Frank Lawton head 
cast, directed by Roy Rich. 


Paris 


By Maxime de Beix 


George Agiman branching out Cleveland 500 as stage director of 
from picture financing to angel “Carmen Jones,” set for November. 
| legiters. 7 ee 
| Sam Siritzky wasting no time in * 

| planting seeds of a new picture | Australia 

| empire here. | pice ee 

The Irving Allens back from By Eric Gorrick 
London: he’s planning three pro-| Ralph Doyle has completed a 
ductions here. 4,000 miles territory looksee for 

Jean Rapoport, Paris show biz RKO. ita ; 
lawyer, to N. Y. and Hollywood Ice-skating is due to wind up a 
on pix copyright biz. sock season in Sydney and Mel- 

Maurice Lehman and wife in- bourne. ae ae 
jured in motor crash near Burgos, Arthur Askey, British comic, is 
Spain, and flown back to ) 
hospital the next day. Martin vaude loop. 

There’s a $3,000,000 project on Still solid trade in Sydney for 
the Riviera to turn the golf course Noel Coward’s “Present Laughter” 
at Cagnes, half-way between Nice for the Fuller-Carroll combo in 
and Cannes, into a racetrack to re- 15th week. 
place the tracks desiroyed by war Elisabeth Schwarzkopf, Viennese 
in both Nice and Cannes. singer, doing very well on concert 








| ing Commission. 


Rome 
By Helen McGill Tubbs 


Julien Duvivier at the Lido, 
Venice 

Thirty Italian pictures in produc- , 
tion at this time. | 

Massimo Girotti is in Sardinia 
making an Italian film. 

Maria Montez and Pierre Aumont 
at the Excelsior, Rome. 

Many Roman film houses closed 
for the summer ‘ot months. | 

Richard Ney and wife in Rome 
after a couple weeks in Venice. 


'February. He’s on a talent buy 
for the Fuller-Carroll combo in 
London and the Continent and may 
go to N. Y. for additional looksee. 


Minneapolis 

By Les Rees 
Hotel Radisson Flame Room has 
Lanny Ross. 
John Tuohy 


“Brigadoon.” 
Bee Vester’s 


» 





here ahead of 


“Beef Trust” into 


eing dubbed into Tamil in London | 


Paris set for an Aussie tour via the Dave | 


| tour for the Australian Broadcast- | 


| A. Ben Fuller, son of Sir Ben) 
| Fuller, may not return until next | 


| Welles 
| Morocco, 
'He will leave for the States soon. 


with Bobby Unrath band at John- | 


Joan Roberts | 


Lucille Marsh, American actress, 
has been signed for a role in an 
Italian film, as yet unnamed. 

The Hal Wallis unit of “Septem- 
ber,” shooting exteriors in Italy, 
has returned to Rome for shots. 

Mischa Auer to appear in an 
Italian film, ‘‘Biancaneve E 17 Lad- 
ri” (“White Snow and 17 Thieves’’), 
with Pepino De Filippo. 

Francoise Rosay, French actress, 
is in Rome to play a role in 
“Donne Sensa Nome” (‘Women 
Without Names’’) at Cine-Citta. 

Lee Kressel, assistant to Orson 
Productions, is back from 
the “Othello” location. 


Louis Hayward left Rome for 
Paris to negotiate with a French 
company to make a film there in 
French. He wiil act as co-producer. 

Maria Tasnadi, actress wife of 
director Geza Radvanyi, had a ba- 
by girl last week. Radvanyi is now 
directing the Goelet production, 
“Women of the Shadows.” 


India 


By N. V. Eswar 
Madras has one more theatre. 
New cinema called Chitra opened 
Aug. 15, Indian Independence 
Day, with Hindi picture. 


One more theatre at Bombay is 


reported to be going Indian short- 
ly. Palace theatre has hitherto 
been second and repeat run picture 
house for English pictures. 

V. Shantaram, owner of Bom- 


bay's Rajkamal Kalamandir Stu- 
dios, announced recently at Ban- 


Persian Palms. 

Club Carnival has Lena Horne 
and Sonny Mars. 

Adrian Ames and Four Chords- 
men into St. Paul Flame. 

Subscriptions for Theatre Guild 
season running ahead of last year’s 
record high. 

Alvin, burlesque house, relights 
for winter season next week, again 
under guidance of Charlie Fox of 
Milwaukee. 

Attractions already set for Ly- 
ceum here and Auditorium in St. 
Paul include “Brigadoon,” “Sum- 
mer and Smoke,” ‘“Oklahoma!,” 
“Finian’s Rainbow,” “Student 
Prince,” Ballet Theatre, ‘Mr. 
Roberts,” “Inside U. S. A.” and 
“Kiss Me Kate.” 





Riviera 
_ By Margaret Gardner 
Erich von Stroheim spent five 
hours dodging a Time reporter and 


| then refused to grant an interview. 
Orson Welles flew to Cannes | 
| from Venice for a two-day visit to 
| discuss things with the Film Festi- 
| val Committee. 


Royalty on the Riviera increased 
by presence of Prince and Princess 
Don Jaime Bourban, son of former 
Spanish King Alphonso. 

Jean Sablon, in response to an 
urgent call from Eddie Gruskin, 
left his Agay villa to go to Paris 
to do a Marshall Plan broadcast. 

The Jean-Pierre Aumonts, Steve 
Crane and Martine Carol, partici- 
pating in a special junket to Cor- 
Sica to celebrate the anniversary 


of the liberation of the tiny island. Author will be present at preem. 





Hollywood 


Walt Disney retur 
land. 4 ne ih Eng- 
Robert Keith in from 
film role at Metro. ~% 
Irving Berlin on siest 
days at Las Vegas. * fer 10 
William Lasky to Y 
scouting expedition. 
Bob Smith to Olne 
strawhat appearance. Y, Mi, for 
eorge Burns and Gracj 
— from London. Se 
on Ameche to Mid] 
to gander his oil wells, and, Tex, 
Tennessee Williams in tow 
story huddles at Warners. wut tie 
Charles and George 
hunting in Imperial Valley 


. for 


ucatan on a 





Skouras 


Mike Curtiz in from n 2 & 
start work on “Bright Leaf” 
Warners. ve 

Wanda Hendrix on job at Uni 
versal after two weeks out with « 
ho ankle. 

Phyllis Coates collapsed j 

. ‘ ah: Ww 
heat prostration while acting mo 
Warner lot. 

Jack Carson will m.c. the “Our 

American” rally in Hollywood 


Bowl, Oct. 2. 

David E. Rose in from 
to line up Hollywood tale 
British pix. 

_Edward Dmytryk in town after 
directing two films for J, Arthur 
Rank in England. 

Owen McLean - shifted “( 
Eagle Lion to Univerasi-tainen 
tional as casting director. 

Herbert Marshall leaves for 
Majorca next month for role in 
Miguel Salkin’s “Black Jack.” 

Martin Ragaway returned to his 
scripting chore at Universal after 
a decision over virus pneumonia 

Frank Fouce to Mexico City to 
round up entertainers for his 
Mason and Mayan theatres here 

William Wellman to Lawrence. 
ville, N. J., to direct location shots 
for “You're Only Young Twice” at 
boys’ school there. 

Clyde W. Eckhardt presented 
with radio-phonograph-television 
set at dinner commemorating hig 
50 years in show biz. 

Robert Emmett Dolan back from 
Westport, Conn., where he gan- 
|dered “Texas, Lil’ Darlin’,” for 
|; which he composed the music. 
| Academy of Motion Picture Arts 
|and Sciences announced that it 
had no connection with the Acad- 
emy of Arts and Sciences Motion 
Picture College. 

Cecil B. DeMille and Jesse L. 
Lasky will be handed honorary 
memberships in Society of Motion 
Picture Art Directors at annual 
dinner, Sept. 15. 


London 
nt for two 





Bucks County, Pa. 


By Sol Jacobson 
| Tom Ewell house-hunting. 
Bernie Hart recuperating at his 
brother Moss’ Aquetong home from 
apendectomy. 
Justin Herman shooting Pace- 





on country doctor. 
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cently purchased from artist Ethel j who q 
| Wallace. | Vaudey 
J. J. Shubert and Charlie Abra- | Snig; 
 bemmem in to gander Lambertville | Alten 
| Music Circus production of “Up In | produc 
' Central Park” last week. ' Capita 
| Shirley Rich, production secre- | Royjey 
tary in Rodgers & Hammerstein — fj} 
office, spent vacation emoting IN After | 
“The Winslow Boy” at New Hope — owner 
last week. Vine s 
Emlyn Williams in Mon. (5) to | ager 9 
catch Eva LeGallienne and Dick | gut.» , 
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New Hope. First time author has | ter, 
seen his hit in America. brothe 
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Gene Markey in Thiersee, #3 Ric 
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ABRAHAM B. MINSKY 

-aham B. Minsky, 68, senior 
wager the Minsky brothers 
and vet burlesque producer, died 
jn the Flower-Fifth Avenue _ hos- 
pital, N. Y., Sept. 5. He had been 
active in show business until re- 
cent weeks in running the Colonial 
inn in Hollywood, Fla., and operat- 
ing the Carnival in New York early 


















this summer together with his 
son, Harold. - 2 
Abraham Minsky and his 
prothers, William, Herbert and 
Morton, became dominant _ bur- 
impresarios during the 





2¢ e 
1090's and, at one time, operated 
a chain of 12 burleycue houses in 
New York, Philadelphia and New 
Orleans. In 1939, they closed their 
last burlesque house soon after 
thei we vet 
by municipal restrictions. 

Minsky also pioneered as a film 
exhibitor, operating a nickelodeon 
in New York in 1905. Later, when 
Minsky took over the Na- 
Winter Garden theatre on 
lower East Side, Abraham 
joined his brother in directing the 
frm. The theatre, originally bought 
by their father as a real estate in- 
vestment, first was a film house 
and then turned to a vaude-film 
|policy. During this period, the 
Minskys came in contact with 
burlesque through shows booked 
lfrom the American’ Burlesque 
Wheel. 
| In 1923, the Minskys stepped out 
as burlesque producers on their 
jown and showcased many come- 
idians and actors who later became 
name stars. In the 1930's, 
ever, the Minsky brothers began 
facing a series of cleanup drives 
by local governments which finally 
resulted in shuttering all 
houses. Abraham also was 
ciated with several legit musicals, 
such as “Strut, Miss Lizzie” and 
iothers staged at the Park Music 
Hall. later called the International 
and now used as a television the- 
iatre. 

Surviving are his wife; the 
brothers Morton and Herbert; his 
son, Harold, a daughter and two 
sisters. 






















MATT ALLEN 


Matt Allen, 62, manager and part 
owner of El Capitan theatre, died 
Sept. 3 as aftermath of a surgical 
operation performed last April. 

Starting his theatrical career as 
an usher in Lincoln, Neb.; Allen 


-moved to New York where he was 


OBITUARIES 


r N. Y. houses were shut down | 


how-, 


their | 
asso- | 


| tional Symphony in 1931. 


_associated with John Golden for 15. 


/years. Among the successful plays 
‘he managed during that period 


jwere “Turn to the Right,” ‘“‘Three 
| Wise Fools” and “Lightnin’ ” which 


Toad. 
-“Lightnin’.” 


he handled for three years on 
Broadway and eight years on the 
While connected with 
Allen was married to 


Bessie Bacon, femme lead in the. 


play and daughter of Frank Bacon, 
‘who developed the show from a 


| vaudeville act. 


| produced 


q 


Shifting to Hollywood in 1923, 
Allen joined with "fenry Duffy and 
shows at the old El 
Capitan theatre on Hollywood 
Boulevard, later purchased as a 
film showcase by Paramount. 
After the transfer he became part 
owner of the present El Capitan on 
Vine street and functioned as man- 
ager of the Ken Murray’s “Black- 
outs” during its long run. 

His widow and two step-daugh- 
ters survive, in addition to his 
brother-in-law Lloyd Bacon. He 
was buried beside Frank Bacon ai 
Los Altos, Cal. 





PIERRE SANDRINI 





ncaa a Sa 


Pierre Sandrini, 52, co-owner and 
Production head of the Bal Taba- 
Tin, Paris, was killed in an auto- 
mobile accident in Paris Sept. 4. 
Sandrini started in the theatrical 
field as a dancer and acquired 
control of the Bal Tabarin with 
pe late Pierre Dubout some years 

0. 

Sandrini came to the U. S. in 
937 to produce the shows at the 
International Casino, N. Y., which 


| Was operated by Clifford C. Fis- 
| Cher, Joe Moss and George Olsen 


and which became costliest nitery 
flop In cafe history. Jacques Charles 
Was co-producer with Sandrini 
on that show. 

About 10 years ago Sandrini 
Married one of his can-van dancers. 
tata paildren survive. He was the 
Manas F ga late Mme. Sandrini, who 
0 e out as a dancer in the Paris 
i pera and at one time was an 
Mportant agent in Paris. 





_ RICHARD FORBES 
Richard Forbes, 63, who died in 
ublin, Aug. 21, after a long ill- 


ness. He w; 
rl Was ¢ er: 
Abbey author of several 


the name 


of Cormac O’'™>'v, These 
included ' . 


“Silver Jub: ‘arded 


the Abbey Prize, 1936, and “Rose 





theatre productions under 


' salesman ' 
legit theatres in Philadelphia, died | 


| leased 


of Battle.” 


started 


Born in Cork, Forbes 
theatrical life as a trap- 


drummer and tap dancer, moving 


on to opera singing until a throat 
infection caused his voice to fail. 
From 1932 he was a vaude artist. 
switching to scrip-writing in 1940 


for a series of revues and pan- 
tominmies at the Theatre Royal, 
Dublin. He also wrote a number 


of radio plays and a series of Irish 


radio revues, “Minto’s Gag-Time 
Band,”’ and was nearing comple- 
tion of a new play, “The Almond 
Tree,” at the time of his death. He 


was vice-president of the Catholic 
Stage Guild, of which he was one 
of the founders. 

Survived by his widow 
daughters, Pauline and 
both of whom are vauders. 

MOE KRIDEL 

Moe Kridel, 71, pioneer motion 
picture exhib in the N. Y. metro- 
politan area, died in his home in 


and two 
Twinkle, 





South Orange, N. J., Sept. 1, 
Kridel established the Criterion 
and Bedford Rest theatres in 


Brooklyn in 1912 before moving to 
Newark five years later. 

In the last 35 years, 
operated more than a dozen the- 
atres in Newark and Essex County 
suburbs and the present Kridel cir- 
cuit, which number sthree houses. 
He was among the earliest exhibs 
to hold over pix for extended runs 
and also used extensive billboard 
and newspaper ads to promote his 
theatres. He was a member of the 
Independent Theatre Owners of 
New York and Allied Theatre Own- 
ers of New Jersey. 

Survived by wife and two sons, 
Jerome and Myron, both contin- 
uing in theatre work. 

HANS KINDLER 

Hans Kindler, 56, founder of the 
National Symphony Qrch in Wash- 
ington, died in Watch Hills, R. L., 
Aug. 29. Kindler played with or- 
chestras in Amsterdam, London, 
Berlin and scther Eurcpean capitals 
prior to his arrival in the U, S. in 
1914. 

After a world tour as a concert 
’cellist in 1929, he founded the Na- 
He also 
appeared as guest conductor with 
the N. Y. Philharmonic and played 
with orchestras in Philadelphia, 
Chicago, Cleveland, Mexico City, 
Los Angeles. Amsterdam, The 
Hague, Paris and Vienna. 

Survived by wife, two sons and 
a daughter. 

CHARLES KELLOGG 

Charles Kellogg, 80, vet vaude- 
villian famous for his bird imita- 
tions, died in Morgan Hill, Cal., 
Sept. 3, of a heart attack. Known 
as the “California Nature Singer,” 
Kellogg was a headliner at the old 


Palace on Broadway in the era of | 
Eddie Foy and Nora Bayes. | 


He possessed an unusual voice 
box which permitted him to repro- 
duce the song of any bird. Ex- 
amination of his throat 
tists revealed that he was born 
with a normal larynx plus that of a 
bird. In 1926, a group of scientists 
at the U. of California tested and 
authenticated his vaude trick of 
blowing a flame out with one of his 
high notes. 

MORRIS BERNS 

Berns, 58, indie 
and former operator of 


Morris 


in New York, Sept. 4. as result of a 
heart attack. He started as a the- 
atre usher after immigrating to 
the U. S. from Russia and later 
and operated the 
street. Casino, Gibson 
Adelphia theatres in Philly. More 
recently, Berns was manager of the 
Heights theatre in Brooklyn and 
several other film houses in New 


Jersey. 

Survived by his wife and two 
sons. Bill Berns. a radio and tele- 
vision performer, and Samuel 
Berns. 2a Hollywood — theatrical 
agent. 


MRS. LILLIAN MAY TRACY 


Mrs. Lillian May Tracy, 67, 
founder of the Philadelphia Civic 
Opera Co., died Sunday. (4) In 
Philadelphia A Canadian by 
birth (the daughter of former 
Mavor James McShane. of Mon-| 
treal) Mrs. Tracy was the widow) 
of Henry M. Tracy, Philadelphia 
lawyer. 


In 1922 she organized the Phila- 
delphia Operatic Society and then 
became president of the Civic 


Opera Co. which she headed for 
| seven 


seasons until it failed for 
lack of funds in 1931. The group 
was responsible for introducing 
such voung artists as Nelson Eddy, 


Rose Bampton and Albert Mahler. 


BENJAMIN BROWN 
Benjamin Brown, Ohio-born 
stage union leader and 


Kridel 


by scien- | 


film | 


theatre in 
operator, died Aug. 29 in Erie, Pa., bureau of Tayloi 


where he had made his home for 
last three years. Former Cleve- 
lander was a charter member of 
Local 160 of International Alliance 
of Theatrical Stage Employees, as 
as well as an international repre- 


sentative of it while living in 
C leveland Once supervisor of 
projection for Warner houses in 


Pittsburgh, he operated two of his 
own theatres in Connellsville, Pa.. 
until he returned to Cleveland in 
1945. 

Surviving are his wife, son and 
daughter. 

FLORANCE SULLIVAN 

Florance Sullivan. 74. Youngs- 

town, O., stagehand and theatrical 


figure, died Aug. 16. He married 
Josephine Gassman, an opera 
singer, and went into vaudeville. 


touring abroad when World War I 
began. When the old Opera House 
in Youngstown was torn down. Sul 
livan conceived the idea of build- 
ing an actors’ boarding house with 
the lumber. The dwelling on Hill- 
man St. became the rendezvous of 
Stage people going through town. 
He was a member of the stage- 
hands’ union, White Rats, Theatri- 
cal Mechanics’ Assn., and St. Co- 
lumba Cathedral. 

Wife, a sister, 
brothers survive. 


and twa‘ half- 


JAMES A. HARRIS 
James A. Harris, 60, manager of 


Paramount’s 30ston branch office 
for the last five years and asso- 
ciated with the firm since 1933, 


died suddenly Sept. 1 at his office 
in that city. 

After having served in the first 
World War as an officer in the 
345th Infantry of the 89th Division, 
Harris became associated with sev- 
eral stage productions, touring this 
country and Canada as stage man 
ager. Before joining Paramount, 
he was with Pathe. He was a mem- 
ber of Milton Post, American Le- 
gion. 

Survived by wife and father. 


NICK LONG, JR. 

Nick Long, Jr., 43, vaude and 
musical comedy dancer, died Aug. 
31 in Jewish Memorial Hospital, 
N. Y., following an auto crash on 
the Henry Hudson Parkway the 
night before. Long was on his way 
back to New York from vaude and 
nitery dates in New England at the 
time. 

Long’s last legit appearance was 
in the musical, “Lousiana Pur- 
chase.” He played most of the 
Broadway presentation houses 

LOUISE BASCOM BARRATT 

Louise Bascom Barratt, 62, 
Magazine editor and writer, and 
| wife of scenic designer Watson 
Barratt, died Sept. 3 at her sum- 
mer home in Highlands, N. C., 
where she was born. She had been 
ill about a year. For the last 14 
years she was editor of The New 
York Visitor, monthly publication 
distributed on N. Y. Central trains. 
Before that she wrote magazine 
stories and articles. 

Husband survives. 





ARBA BLODGET 
Arba Blodget, 70, nitadelphia 
| drama critic of the old Philadel- 
| phia Record 30 years ago, died in 
| Philadelphia Aug. 31. After leav- 
|ing the Record, Blodgét worked on 
| Broadway with such producers as 
| Arthur Hopkins, Henry W. Savage 
and William Harris and also man- 
| aged Walter Hampden and several 
other stars. 
His widow survives. 


JOSEPH P. SANDES 
| Joseph P. Sandes, 65, died in 
| Dublin, Aug. 20. He was founder 
| of the Brisan Opera Co. and later 
| manager for the late Walter Me 


Arch| Nally, noted Irish tenor, and busi- | 
-Lyric and| ness manager for longhair concerts | 


| in Ireland. 
| Subsequently he joined the 
| “Sunday Independent. on which he 
i served for a number of years as 
| theatre and film critic. 
| a 
DONALD BARR 
| Donald Barr, 43, vice-prexy and 
manager of the Hollywood service 
section of Young & Rubicam, died in 
| his home in Tucson, Sept. ® He 
was an expert in food marketing 
before joining Y&R as a veepee at 
the end of 1945. 

Survived by his widow, father, 
sister and brother, Gig Young, a 
film actor. 





ALBERT HEINECKE 

Albert Heinecke, 64, former 
Montana showman, longtime part 
owner and manager of the Judith, 
Bijou and other theatres in Lewis- 
town and other central Montana 
cities, died in Oakland, Cai., Aug. 
29. 

He withdrew from the theatre 
business in 1925 to locate in Cali- 
fornia. 


HARRY M. TAYLOR 


57. veteran 


Warry M. Taylor, 
Philadelphia booking agent and 
partner in the entertainment 


|Las Vegas, 
/is an actress; groom an agent. 


| 

Wednesday (31) of a heart attack. 

Survived by wife, Anne Eliza- 

beth and brother, George  Y. 
Tavlor. 


a 


JOHN HALLEN 

John Hallen, 70, a former actor 
and stage manager, died of a heart 
attack, Aug. 30 in Chicago. Hallen 
last operated a dancing school in 
his home there 

Surviving are his widow, Edna, 
three sons and three daughters. 

Leslie Eugene Cuffe, 52, former 
chief projectionist at Paramount 
and later a theatre owner in Red- 
iands and Palm Springs, died Aug 
26 following a heart attack in 
Lone Pine, Cal. 


59 


Jen Vies, 81, vet French film 


acior known as Sinoel, died in 
Paris Aug. 31 He was last seen in 
the U. S. in the French pic, “Voy- 


age Surprise.” 





Frank Steele, one time mem- 
ber of the Metropolitan Opera who 
appeared in several Broadway mu- 
sical hits, died Sept. 2 from a heart 
attack in Minneapolis, his home 


no 
‘ 


~ 


Carl Debberthine, bandleader at 
Johnny Brown's Club in Pitts- 
burgh, died Aug. 22 at Shadyside 
Hospital after ailing for several 
months 


Ben Brown, theatre owner and 
long time head of projection de- 
partment in WB’s Pittsburgh zone, 
died in a hospital near Mercer, Pa., 
on Aug. 30 after a long illness 

Son, 5'2, of Alvin Boretz, radio 
and television writer, in New York, 
Sept. 1. He was a victim of 
cerebral palsy. 


Nathan Boasberg, 59. film house 
operator, died Sept. 2 in Holly- 
wood. 

Mrs. Aline Eglinton, wife of 
William Eglinton, camera chief at 
RKO, died Aug. 28 in Los Angeles, 


Lionel J. Bennett, 60, prop 
maker at Paramount for 25 years, 
died Oct. 30 in Hollywood. 

Capt. Arthur G. D. West, 52, 
British television expert, was killed 
by falling 100 feet in a gully at 
Fionnay, Switzerland. 


MARRIAGES 

Jeanne Bieggers to Dean Martin, 
Sept. 1, Los Angeles. Groom is 
member of the comedy team of 
Martin and (Jerry) Lewis. 

Inez Howard to Mischa Novy, Las 
Vegas, Aug. 31. Bride is an opera 
singer; he’s an orchestra leader. 





Eleanor Kathleen Norris to Rudy 
Vallee, Sept. 3, Oakland, Cal. 
Groom is vet radio performer, 


bandleader and film actor. 
Micheline Prelle to William Mar- 
shall, Sept. 3, Santa Barbara, Cal. 
Bride is French film actress re- 
cently pacted by 20th-Fox; groom 
is a film writer and producer. 
Patricia Van Iver to Vic Orsatti, 
Nev., Sept. 2. Bride 


Ruth Butler to Bob Wetzel, Pitts- 
burgh, Sept. 3. Groom is with Hy 
Edwards orch at Copa. 

Helen Groswegge 
Weinheimer, Pittsburgh, 
Groom is on WCAE staff. 

Sara Shershin to Menahem 
Pressler, Jerusalem, Aug. 25 
Groom is concert pianist. 

Lillian Raymondi to Edward 
Trotta, New York, Sept. 4. Bride is 
Met Opera soprano. 


APOLLON, HAAKON TOP 
OPENING MEMPHIS BILL 


Memphis, Sept. 6. 

Memphis also has been afflicted 
with the current surge for live tal- 
ent, and now gets into the revived 
nationwide vaudeville act. 

Vaude, dormant here almost a 
decade and a half, will bounce back 
with seven acts booked into the 
Malco theatre Oct. 2 on a full-week 
basis. Bill will be headlined by 
Dave Apollon. Other acts to include 
Paul Haakon, Stephanie Antle, 
Three Swifts, Arnaut Bros, Bobby 
Brandt, Ruth Petty and the Rou- 
lettes. 

Oct. will mark the date of the of- 
ficial split between Malco and Para- 
mount. 

Malco, an M. A. Lightman house, 
plans to pencil vaude on spot book- 
ings. House formerly operated 
here under Orpheum circuit. 


Ta. Fair’s 72G Net 
Des Moines, Sept. 6. 
Attendance at the 91st Iowa 
State Fair last week was 463,000 
and ended with a profit of approxi- 
mately $75,000. Profit last year 
was $120,000 and in 1947, $187,000 
“Thrill Day,” on Sunday, was the 
only day in the 10 when attendance 
was better than last year, 87,068 


to Edmund 
Sept. 3. 





and Smith, died over 81,509 a year ago. 
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| Russe’s Bid 


Continued from 








page 1 


It named trree of them on 
it wanted to make a deal. 
are “Madame Curie’ (M-G), 
Twain’ (WB) and “Winter 
i200). It added, however, 
that it halt net finished screening 
other potertiat selections, out of 
which it might want to buy a few 
more later. 


whieh 
They 

“Mark 
Time” 


Soviets also declared that the 
price of $50,000 per picture in 
blocks of 20 was too high It could 
not earned this week what the 
actual figure was that the Russians 
now but it believed to be 
thai 
oft the 
numbes 
left the 
Russe desire change 
was communicated to Louis Kan- 
turek, eastern European rep for 
the Motion Picture Export Assn., 
who accompanied to Moscow the 24 
prints which the Russians wanted 
to screen Kanturek sent the re- 
quest to the MPEA in New York, 
where it was promptly nixed, and 
he reported that the Russians, 
tie has since left Moscow 


are 


be | 
offer, is 
about half 
Americans to cut 
of the 
dangiing. 
the terms 


Refusal 


either the Ol 


deal 


price 
fiims h 


ais 


to 


to 


Americans not so adamant 


on the price question as they are 
on tre number of films the Soviet 
takes. They are anxious that the 
Russian people see a substantial 
quantity otf Hollywood films in or- 
der to adequately present aspects 
of the American way of life it 


was On that basis that the deal was 
made and that’s why the minimum 
figure of 20 pix was set 
While the $50,000 fee 
thing more than a nominal sum, it 


is some 


is believed that the Americans 
might eventually agree to take 
somewhat less if the Soviet gov- 
ernment buys a substantial quan- 
tity of pix. Two hundred titles 


from which they might make selec- 
tions have been submitted to them 
to date. There was an original list 
of 100, out of which the Soviets 
asked for 24 prints which they 
might screen and which were taken 
to Moscow by Kanturek. They 
then asked for further nominations 
and the MPEA sent over a second 
list of 100, on which nothing has 
been heard 


BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Freeman F. Gos- 
den, son, Aug. 31, Hollywood. 
Gosden is Amos of “Amos ‘n’ 
Andy.” 

Mr. and Mrs. Frank Manente, 
son, Aug. 24, Toledo. Father is 


manager of Loew’s Esquire theatre, 
Toledo. 

Mr. and Mrs. William F. Crouch, 
son, White Plains, N. Y., Aug. 28. 
Father is veepee in charge of pro- 
duction of Special Purpose Films, 
Inc. 

Mr. and Mrs. Henry F. Green- 
berg, son, Hollywood, Aug. 26. 
Father is a story analyst at 20th- 
Fox. 

Mr. and Mrs 
daughter, San 
30. Father 
there. 

Mr. and Mrs. Bill Burton, daugh- 
ter, Santa Monica, Cal., Aug. 31. 
Mother is Margo Woods, actress. 


Robert M. Baird, 
Tex., Aug. 
of KTXL 


Angelo, 


'S Manager 


Mr. and Mrs. Gerald Gorman 
Heimueller, son, Aug. 25, Holly- 
wood. Father is a booker for Fox 
West Coast. 

Mr. and Mrs. John Strauss, 


daughter, Hollywood, .Aug. 30. 
Father is a film flack. 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Latta, son, 
Orange, N. J., Aug. 30. Father’s an 
actor; mother is former Jane 
Morin, of Pittsburgh Playhouse. 

Mr. and Mrs. Paul Richardson, 
son, Pittsburgh, Aug. 30. Father's 
an announcer at WPGH. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ed Simmons, son, 


Hollywood. recently. Father is a 
comedy writer. 
Mr and Mrs. Herb Steinberg, 


son, N. Y., Aug. 30. 
Paramount Pix publicity. 
Mr. and Mrs. Mort 
daughter. N. Y., Sept. 2. 
is staff pianist with NBC. 


Father is with 


Lippman, 
Father 


Mr. and Mrs. Jesse White, daugh- 
ter, N. Y., Aug. 24. Mother is 
Simmy Conn, former legit-radio 
actress; father is in N. Y. “Born 
Yesterday” company. 

Mr. and Mrs. Peter Godfrey, 
twin daughters. Hollywood, Sept. 


4. Father is a British film director, 
and Mrs. John Hall Boller, 
son. New York, Sept. 4. Bride is 
former Met Opera soprano and 
daughter of Ezio Pinza, stage and 
opera singer. 


Mr 
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“CLUB 15” 


Tuesdays and Thulisdays 
| CBS: 7:30-7:45 EDT 
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